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CHAPTER I; 



Preliminary observations — Ignorance of Firginian CHAP, 



I. 



history during the reign of Charles !• accounted 
for — Materials for history did always exist in 
Flrginia — Plan ofproFoisionalgotemment — Con^ 
jectures as to the real views of the king — Peace^ 
able and dignified deportment of Firginia^ af 
ter the dissolution of the compare — Sir F. Wy^ 
att administers the government until the arri^ 
nsal of a royal governor — }Far with Indians 
— Battle ofPanrnnkey-^Indians retre0t to Ma^ 
tapony — Accession of Charles I. — His plan of 
government for Firginia — Sturgeon fishery — 
Captain Nathaniel Basse commissioned to ransom 
prisoners from tlie Nansamonds — Hopes of the 
Colonists raisfi4.by 4; ^eti^ froptprivy council — 
depressed byr^rts^faprojeeied^ikdnopely of their 
staple — They rec^v^j^ttsjfaction on this liead; 
but are prohibited^^dk* trade with the low coun^ 
tries — Proposals: ^ Unj^rd^cting tobacco ; di- 
reefs an assembly' W be suhmaned to take it into 
consideration — Death of sir G. Teardley ; his 
character — Council appoint captain F. JFest go^ 
vemor — A thousand new settlers arrive — John 
Pott governor — Lord Baltimore arrives — Test 
tendered to him; he refuses it — Assembly lay the 
proceedings before t/ie king — Irruption ofthePa^ 

munkies and Chickahominies Commissioners 

appointed to treat about pea fe and exchange of 
prisoner s^^ Another session ofassembly^-Sir john 
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Hernjey governor; his religimis regulations ; his 
plausible pretences^ — Prosecution against Pott the 
late goniemor^ for stealing cattle; his co?iviction ; 
he is reprieved — Goijer?wr^s exactions multiply 
' — His proclamations supply the place of laws — 
Several judicious regulations respecting police^ and 
a spirit of enterprize excited — Public discontent 
encreases — A session of assembly ; it is resolved 
that the governor shall not raise money but bycon- 
sent of assembly y nor levy war^ but by advice of 
council — Acts of former assemblies repealed — 
King'^s commission to Dorset and others — Ano^ 
ther destructive irruption of Pamunkles and Chick- 
ahominies--^An alarming scarcity — A session of 
assembly — Peace concluded vjith the Indians — 
Discovery of an extensive land speculation by the 
governor and others — Conveyance of Maryland to 
lord Baltimore — Virginia remonstrates against 
the grant — Decision of ^rivy council — Liberal 
conduct of Virginia on this occasion to Maryland 
— Good understanding interrupted by the conduct 
of Claiborne — Claiborne flies to Virginia; is re- 
claimed by commissioners from Maryland ; is 
sent tfi Engiaiid''^: Bfhv^jfliia^ether volt h the 
proofs anc^vnin&s^es- against" 'hihr- — ^ew exacti- 
ons of Harvey—Gciurwipsiispehd him from hisgo^ 
vernmcnt — Asslfnhlyxd:Kea. on the petition of the 
planters y to coUicctnc^jKh^nnd drav) up the ac- 
cusation against hlfn—^^lsiVfl of the country in- 
to shires — Names of the divisions — Order of privy 
council^ making England sole port of entry — Pre- 
tended motive for ttiis ordinance— Reception of the 
colony'' s commissioners in England — Hcrvcy is ac- 
quitted by the king V)ithout a hearing; is sent 
back to resume his government — Immediately af 
terhe appoints sir IV. B erkcley governor— ^Moiivesi 
for this appointment* 
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HISTORY. 



The first eighteen years of the settlement of CHAP. 
Virginia, disclose a series of events, so well at- ^' 
tested by the striking coincidents of the events prdimina- 
and concurrence of cotemporary historians, that ry observa- 
all ground of cavil against their authenticity tions. 
is removed ; and they have fairly sustained 
their claim to that credit, which is due to his- 1624. 
tory. 

The ardor and intelligence of Smith, and the 
admirable order induced by the use of assem- 
blies, gave to the transactions of the colony, a 
body and spirit to which they are indebted for 
this clearness and correspondence. To these cau- 
ses in justice should be added, the public spirit 
and intelligence of the London company and 
their parliamentary practice of minuting and re- 
cording the proceedings of their own body. 

But soon as the proprietary government sank 
bcneatlitlie aim of prerog'ative, the chain of facts 
is broken, and a black and melancholy chasm 
supplies the place of method and arrangement. 
During the existence of the proprietary govern-" 
ment, historians could scarcely differ in the rela* 
tion of facts : . After its dissolution, there was 
hardly any chance of their agreement, or any 
means of reconciling or detecting their inconsist- 
encies. The well grounded apprehensions excit* 
ed among the colonists by the recall of their char- , 
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^ mSTORV OP 

ter, and the fcharacter of the king, prevented theitt 
^^_^_^__^ from immediately repairing the breaches made in 
1524^ their records by tibe hand of power. The letters of" 

^ * the governor and council in Virginia to the privy 

cduncil, are marked by a coldness, a jealousy, 
and distance, but ill cafculated to supply by con- 
jecture or analogy, the want of more genuine 
matter ; and the members of the British council, 
in the true spirit of courtiers, haughty, insincere, 
and incommunicative, confirmed the disgust and 
jealousy of the colony, by their cold and stunted 
communications ; so that the man who should 
endeavor to depict the state of arts and man- 
ners, the military and civil events within the 
colony, by the help of this correspondence, will 
be infallibly disappointed. 

f v^!!!!l^o If due weiffht be allowed to these considerati^ 
oi Virginia , ^ . , - •, i 

historyyiur- ^^s, whatever regret it may ocalsion, it ought 

ingthe reign to excite little surprize, that tliere is not a single 
of Charles I. historian, European or American, who does not, 
accounted j^ j-elating the events for many years subsequent 
to 1624, display a melancholy ignorance of his 
subject. Materials were alike wanting to them 
all ; . and this was a defect in this sort of compo- 
sition, which no vigor of capacity, no general 
learning howevet* extiensive, could possibly coun- 
terbalance. 
Mateiiah ^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ deserving notice, that materials 
for hisioiy suffidently ample for the purpose of history, did 
did always always exist in Virginia : Previous to thp gene- 
exist mVir- rni developement of improvement within the state^ 
gima. ^j^gy ^^^^ pjj^^ together without order or digest 

in the archives of the government.. Long before 
the revolution, the curiosity of some individuals 
cautiously intruded on their privacy: It was sug- 
gested, that at some future day, they might con* 
ctuce to the oniament and advantage of tlie state i 
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VIRGINIA. 

jftnd henceforth sdme regard and ^tention began GHAP. 
to be paid to their preservation;* but the revo- ^•' 
lution, as if spuming the use of precedent and {^^ 
authority, threatened to cut off all communica- 
tion between the republic and her fore-fathers, 
by consigning to the flames, or to some other 
mode of destruction, the records of the state. A 
single copy, compiled and preserved by the pious 
care of an individual,! alone survived the wreck ; 
destined like the ark of Noah, to preserve the fa- 
mily of national annals from extinctfon, and re- 
store them to their station in history. 

Without this copy, the only one in exist- 
cnce, it is possible like Dr» Robertson, to make 
ingenious and sensible reflections, and even to 
seize a few leading facts, which being the com- 
mon property of several nations^ could not be sup- 
posed to founder in the wreck of Virginial re- 
cords ; but for any purposes of historical detail 
and accuracy, so far as a series of fects and a lu- 
cid arrangement are desirsble, without these re- 
jcords, it is not possible to write a faithful^ fuli> 
and authentic history of Vii^nia. 

These observations are thought. necessary to 
explain to the reader the irreconcileable variance 
he will, find between the transactions of this vo- 
lume, and those of my predecessors ; to guard 
against the surprise, peiihaps the incredulity, that 
men of such high literary reputation, should have 
\yritten fables instead of history ; and to set aside 
any imputation of vanity or arrogance, which might 
personally be objected to me, m affecting thus to 
know motG of my subject, than men, whose re* 

* The state house wa^ burnt during the rebellion oFBa-. 
)Con, in 1676, in 1698, and daring ,the administratiop of 
£ooch. But the main loss sustidned of yaluabljBi materisd&, 
fcr history, was during the revolution. 

t Cotoutl Byrd, of |bt parish ^ 'V^estoyf r. 
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S HISTORY OF 

CHAP, putations have been consecrated by the voice of 
^' posterity. 
jg24 Judgment was scarcely pronounced in his fa- 

vor by the judges of his own court against the 
company, when the king impatient to exercise 
his power as sole proprietor, and vain of the occa- 
sion presented him of displaying his talents at le- 
gislation, appointed by his sole authority, a provi- 
Plan of pro- sional government to administer the affairs of the 
^T^^^nf °^ colony, until time and study should enable him to 
digest a plan of perhiancnt government, for which 
task, with his usual self complacency, he imagin- 
ed himself peculiarly fitted..., This commission, 
which may be considered as a sort of interregnum, 
consisted of a governor and eleven assistants ; and 
it is remarkable as the first voluntary experiment 
in English history, of an administration formed 
avowedly on principles of accommodation. It com- 
prised the warmest advocates of the former go- 
vernment, together with its most inveterate ene- 
mies ; and with a liberality, which is not easily re- 
conciled with the character and conduct of the king, 
sir F. Wyatt, who had with so much ardor, sup- 
ported the rights of the proprietors, was appoint-. 
ed governor. 
18th Sept. The commission after a general recital of pow- 
J625. ers, which appear to go the full length of execu- 

tive, legislative, and judicial authority; besides 
the governor, recites die names of Francis West, 
sir G. Yeardley, George Sandys, Roger Smith, 
Ralph Hamer, John Martin, John Harvey, Sa* 
muel Matthews, Abraham Piercy, (Percey) Is- 
raeLMaddison, ai]id WilUam Claiborne. A pro- 
vision is made in the instrument for the possible 
death of sir F. Wyatt, by the nomination of sir 
G. Yeardley; and the death of Yeardley is again 
provided for by the nomination of Harvey ; after 
^vhich the assistants arc instruQted generally tQ 
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Virginia; 

provide fbr vacancies by elections amongst them- CHAP, 
selves* No mcniion is made of an assembl} ; ^' 
and considering that the project was not intended j^os. 
to be permanent, it was probably the king's in- 
tention to exclude from the simple machine of 
his provisional government, the tardy deliberati- 
ons and possible opposition of a ix)pular body. If 
it be permitted us to judge by his lofty notions of 
the absolute power and sacred nature of royal go- 
veniment, and his haughty and often contemp- 
tuous deportment towards his parliaments, We 
should perhaps be justified in construing his si- 
lence on this interesting head, into a determina- 
tion of governing without a legislatiire.* But 
the probalpilities, which in a general view seem 
to favpr this analogy, must receive considerable 
qualification from the particular circumstances of 
the times. The lofty tone of prerogative was 
evidently on the decline ; while parliaments were 
making daily accessions to their power and au- 
thority. The measures of the king were observ- 
ed with a vigilant and jealous attention. The 
establishment of arbitrary principles of govern- 
ment in Virginia would not fail to alarm the ad- 
vocates of freedom at home, by betraying the 
king's unfortunate and inveterate bias in fevor of 
despotism, and his aversion to freedom ; and the 
disaffection of the colonists would swell into a gale 
the breath of public indignation. I'he character 
of the governor too, and of a majority of the 
members of the provisional government, seem to 
forbid this conclusion. 



• It will be recollected too, that one of the reason.-j al- 
ledged by the commissioners why the proprietary govern- 
ment should Ue dissolved, was, <' that the course was too 
popular," 

B 
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10 HISTORY OF 

CHAP. But whatever were the intentions of the Tcin^, 
^' his plans were rendered abortive by his dt- ath* 
ill arch 27 ^^^ colony continued to be governed as before 
1625. ^ the recal of the charter, by an executive council 
and an assembly of representatives chosen by the 
people. 
Ordcrlyand DuRiNG the alarming suspence, between the 
dignified de dissblution of the proprietary, and the adoption of 
portment of ^j^^ provisional government, t^i^ conduct of the co- 
nists^after l^nists was invariably marked by great order 
dissolution ^nd moderation. After the recal of their charter, " 
of the com- they had, properly speaking, no lawful govern- 
pany. ment ; and the people might be said to h ave been re* 

leased from all ties of subordination and obedience 
....Yet, so confirmed were the habits of rational 
submission and decent manners, that the ordinary- 
operations of government, and the settled- regular 
tioas of laws and commerce, were carried on un- 
embarrassed by riot, and unstained by excesses. 
But the moderation of the colonial government was 
mingled with a proper sense of their own dignity, 
and their duty to their constituents. Two instan- 
ces are transmitted to us of the seasonable exerti- 
ons of this becoming spirit, which shed consider- 
able splendor on the decline of their power. Mar- 
tin, a member of the first council, whose name has 
been frequently coupled, in the first volume of the 
History of Virginia, with feebleness and pre* 
sumption ; and whose extravagant claims and un- 
founded calumnies had embittered the lastmoments 
ofthe former government, and hastened its dissolu- 
tion, continued to urge his right to a seat in the , 
council of the colony ; and hisclaim was supported 
by the authority and even command of the king. 
Edward Sharpless, whose treachery to the gov- 
ernment in 1624, was punished by the loss of his 
ears, laid his complaint before , the privy council 
The king, pretending to see in this transaction on* 
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VIRGINIA, 11 

ly premeditated insult and defiance to his autho- 
rity, uttered his resentment, in angry invective 

and denunciation against the governor and assem- ^^35. 
bly : Yet did the Virginia government continue 
obstinately to reject the pretension of Martin, and 
justify their treatment of Sliarpless,* 

This noble and spirited resistance justified by 
unanswerable arguments, and strengthened by ob- 
vious, motives of expediency, did not fail to effect 
a change even on the haughty mind of the king. 
I'ime had been allowed for the prejudices indus- 
triously raised against the government and consti- 
tution of die colony, to pass away ; and he proba- 
bly had begun to discover, that the faction, whose 
clamors had assisted him in taking the govern- 
ment out of the hands of the old proprietors, were 
actuated only by mean and selfish considerations. 
It has been frequently observed in history, that 
traitors have become objects of detestation and ab- 
hon-ence to tlie most unprincipled tyrants, even 
the' they condescend to reap the benefit of their 
treason* I'he conduct of James aflfords an addi* 
onal evidence in support of this opinion ; and it 
must be a source of consolation to the advocates of 
justice and good faith, that there appears every 
\yhere a natural and necessary policy^ which will 
inevitably rise in judgment against the base and 
interested agents of apostacy and treason. 

I HAVE before me, a letter from the governor 
and council in Virginia to the privy council in 
England, full of thanks to his majesty for taking 
off the imposition on tobacco; and for his assur- 
ance, " That none of the obnoxious characters 
of the hostile faction, should be entrusted with 
any power or command within the colony."! 

* Ancient Records, MSS. 

t Ancient Records, MSS. penes me-^Sec Appendix— 
Wyalt, under the head correspondence. 
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CHAP. 
I. 

1625. ' 
Sir F. Wy. 
s»tl adminis- 
ters the go- 
vernment, 
until the ar- 
rival of the 
royal govcr- 

tiQT. 



War with 
Indians. 



Battle of Pa- 
in unkey. 



Sir F. Wyatt still remained in Virginia, wait- 
ing the arrival of his successor.* The death of 
his father rendered his presence in Ireland neces- 
sary, for the management of his private concerns ; 
and the unsettled state of the country, held out no 
inducements to him for deferring this pmdentand 
pious intention. His authority had legally termi- 
nated by the recal of the charter ; but his patriot- 
ism and honor forbade him to ilesert his govern- 
ment, at a season so full of peril and uncertainty. 
The hostility of the Indians continued ; and the 
utmost address of government ; and the most cau- 
tious and v/atchful attention of individuals, were 
required to guard against the suddenness and se- 
cvecy of their movements, f Roused by the gen- 
eral example, the peaceable Opitchapan appeared 
in arms at the head of his countrymen, and dis- 
pla3-ed a spirit and skill not unworthy the heir of 
Po\^'hatun. 

His first encounter with the colonists took place 
at the close of the preceding year, in the neighbor, 
hood of Pamunkey, wh^rehe was opposed by the 
governor in person, at the head of a chosen body 
of regulars enured to labor, and fully acquainted 
with the country and the various stratagems of 
Indian warikre. tight hundred bowmen, of the 
tribe of Pamunkey, composed th6 main body of 
the Indian army; the remainder consisted of de- 
tachments from the neighboring tribes ; but the 
total strength and the minuter incidents of the con- 
flict are buried in that obscurity, which conceals 
ever} thing relating to the history of this singular 
pc(jp!e. We are not even prepared for the en- 
cc'unter, by any preliminary explanation of its im- 
Hitdiate causes; of the plan of attack, of the feats 



* Ancient Records, MSS. 



t Jdidem: 
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•VIRGINIA. 13 

of individuals, or particular detachments. No 
mention is made of Opcchancanough : No at- _^_^^^ 
tempt to account for his absence from a bat- ^^25. 
tie fought in his own dominions, and principally 
byhisown trit)e, the whole force of which was 
brought out on the occasion'. According to the 
letters of the council, the enemy at length gave 
way, h^ing left a number of dead on the field, and 
witnessed the destruction of their habitations and 
com. The same letters admit the loss on their j^^ij^^^g ^, 
part of 16 wounded, and frankly confess their ina- treat to Ma- 
bility to proceed to Matapony ^ for the want of am- tapony. 
munition. This town was the principal depot of 
the Indians, and the rallying point of their troops ; 
and their acknowledged inability to reach It, altho' 
only four miles distant, proves that the batde was 
by no means decisive. 

One fact is however, sufficiently established, 
even by this imperfect account. The Indians ij 
appears, had not yet abandoned their habitations 
in the neighborhood of the colonists; by which we 
may infer, that their strength was yet unbroken, 
and that no material impression had yet been made 
on them, notwithstanding hostilities had been car- 
ried on for two years, embittered on both sides by 
circumstances of peculiar malignity. 

The tumult and hurry of a coronation, and af- 
terwards the serious press of business, left not 
Charles or his council leisure to attend to the fa- 
vorite project of the late king, a constitution for 
the colony ; and the plan of a provisional govern- 
ment was adopted without any other variation, 
save the omission of the names of Wyatt, Mar- 
tin, and Maddison ; and the addition of John Pott 
doctor of physic, William Tucker, James Whita. 



' Ancient Records, MSS. 
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14 HISTORY OF • 

CHAP. Ijicrfi, Edw^d Blaney, and William Farrar. The 
^' executive thu& composed, consisted of fourteen 
Ig2^^ ' members including sir G- Yeardley, who was nor 
n^nated governor, and William Claiborne, secre- 
tary of state. This project^ like the former, is in 
the body of the commission, expressly declared 
tQ be only provisional,* until the king *' could find- 
more convenient means, upon mature advice, to 
give more ample directions for the same." No 
moition is m^de in the commission, nor in the bo- 
Sept* ij,. dy of instructions, ofaUiassembly ; and we are a- 
i«26* gjun left entirely to conjecture, as to the king's in* 

t^tionson this interesting point. 

The same arguments which have been used to 
impeach the motives of James on a similar occasi* 
cWj.williapply with greater force to his son, who^ 
to manners and a deportment more engaging and 
amiable, added all the pedantry of. his father, and 
his high and inflexible notions of prerogative. 

Ajll the historians, who relate the events of Vir- 
ginia during this period, have;,mistak£n the king's 
commission to the governor and council for the 
constitution of government; and not being able to 
find any mention of an assembly in this instrument, 
they rashly concluded tliatthe colony was disfran- 
chised by the king* A more attentive examina- 
tion of the commissions and more especially of 
the instrument in question, would have enabled 
them to correct this mistake. The commissions 
to the governor and council, in general, did no- 
thing more than sanction the office, and define the 
powers of the executive. The commission to sir 
G, Yeardley and sir F. Wyatt ; and even that to 
sir W. Berkeley did no more : When we hear 
the government of the colony in 1625, thanking 



* See Appendix — Sir G. Yeardley— -Head commissior*. 
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VIRGINIA. 15 

James for his assurance, that none of the efnelnies fcHAP. 
of the former government should be employed ^' 
in Virginia, and recollect that his intentions, as j^2§ 
well as his plan of government, were professed 
to be adopted in spirit and substance by his suc- 
cessor ; and when in die \try body of the coin- 
mission to George Yeardley^ his powers are pre* 
cisely and ex pressly limited to the sphere of execu- 
tive duties,/orM^^T?^* last years preceding^ which 
was exactly the tiumber of years, Virginia was 
blessed with a constitution and assembly ; when 
it is known too, that assemblies convened and sat 
every year during the reigti of Charles, and that 
the king, so far from viewing their sessions as an 
usurpation of his authority, did himself in 1627, 
fexpressly direct their meeting, as will be seen, 
for special purposes; it is reasonable to infer, 
it was his. intention that the legislative depart- 
ment should flow in its former ch^mels. . But 
whatever way this question shall be decided, there 
is complete evidence that the colony did so in- 
terpret the language of the king. Assemblies 
convened and deliberated in the usual form, un- 
checked and uninterrupted by royal interference, 
from the dissolution of the proprietary govern- 
ment, to the period, when a regular constitution 
was sent over with sir W. Berkeley, in 16394 

Meanwhile the colonists proceeded regular- 
ly in their usual train, occasionally alarmed by 
reports of oppressive monopolies of their staple, 
and of intended changes in their government : But 
they preserved an attitude tranquil and dignified. 
The correspondence between their executive and 
the privy council continued uninterrupted. In 

* AppendiK — Sir G. Yeardley— Head comintssion% 

t Head correspondence. 

i Paper H. H, in General Appendix, vol. IV. 
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16 HISTORY OF 

CH Ap. (inc of these letters, the king is congratulated Ofi 

^' his accession to the throne with becoming polite- 

jg2^, ness ; alid the colonists render him thanks for 

. adopting his father's friendly disposition towards 

- Virginia.* We are not told what part of liis con- 
duct it was, which drew out this excess of praise : 

, perhaps it ought to be considered only as one of 
those strokes 'of flattery or finesse, which are con- 
sidered essential to a suit at court. The same 
letters added, that the Indian war languished for 
the want of powder. 

No battle of any account had been fought since 
the defeat of Otiatan : But the hatred and abhor- 
rence of both sides, continued unabated; and 
the setdements of the colonists were necessarily 
contracted, for the purpose of affording to each 
other mutual support and security. A consider- 
able space, which lay between the Virginians 
and their enemies, was laid waste with fire, for 
the pmpose of disclosing the stealthy approaches 

, of the Indians, who under cover of the long grass 
and under- wood, and the gigantic shield of the oak 

. and cypress, were able to advance unperceived, 
and rise up all at once almost from under the very 
feet of their enemies. But this boundary of fire 
could not always restrain the fury, nor elude the 
skill of the Indians, who instructed by experi- 
ence in their inability to cope in pitched battle 
with the compact battalion and the dreadful arms 
of their enemies, wisely contented themselves 
with short and sudden incursions for plunder and 
revenge. For this sort of warfare, as they w^ere 
admirably fitted, so they were often successful ; 
and they frequently carried into captivity some 
of the colonists, whom they had surprised or 



* Ancient Records — Wyatt — Head correspondence. 
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overpowered; and carried off their com and cat- CHAP, 
tie. • ^' 

A STURGEON fishery is spoken of as existing at 
this time in Virginia, the expences of which, at 
this date, were stated to be 1700/. We are not in- ^^26. 
formed whether this establishment was set on foot g u^f^^*^ 
by the government, or by private adventurers. 
The experiment however did not meet the expec-i 
tations of the projectors, and it appears to have been 
about this time'abandoned.* 

The nature of the Indian war, by makmg tra- 
velling unsafe, unless in strong parties, produced 
a partial alteration in the mode of administering 
justice. The plantations which were most expos- 
ed,. were severally provided with a special com- 
mission of four judges, who were empowered to 
decide all controversies absolutely, when the of- ^^P^**"^ ^* 
fences were not capitak A captain . ^ athaniel Bass missionedto 
with three others, are named as composing one of ransom pri- 
these commissions.! As the same Nathaniel Bass soncrs from 
was shortly after deputed toransom some prison, ^a^^a- 
ers taken by the Nansamonds, it is probable that "^^^^'' 
his judicial commission was exercised on the Wa» 
rasqueake plantation.:!; 

So deep an impression had the massacre of 1622 
made on the fears of the colonists, that the slight- 
est rumors of a new attempt of the same nature, 
set all the plantations in commotion. This agita- 
tion is equally visible in the letters of the privy 
council, in the resolves of assemblies, and the 
proclamations of the executive. The highest cou- 
rage and vigilance, and all their superiority in dis* 
cipline and arms, were barely sufficient to support 
a contest with men, whose cunning and sagacity 
were not to be matched, and whose feelings were 

. ■ I i n ■ ' I. m ^ ■ 11 ■ I 'igm 

• Ancient Records. t ^M^m, t IMcm, 
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CHAP, wrought up to madness. However the colonists 
^' have been willing to speak contemptuously of theif 
1626 ^"~ enemies, tlieir conduct bespoke at once their ap* 
pirehensions and res]:)ect. The spirit of Powhatan 
lived in the midst of his people t To use his own 
expressive language, the thirty tribes which com- 
posed the empire he had formed, were " all bro- 
thers and Powhattuis^^^ The mission of captain 
Bass to the Nansamonds^, is complete evidence of 
a revolution in the minds of the colonists, in their 
opinions respecting this people. Even in modern 
times, a bare proposal for an exchange of prison- 
ers, is a tacit acknowledgment of the power of our 
opponents. It will be seen, by an bye, that truces 
were occasionally proposed by the colonists, and 
that these truces were made perhaps on both sides^ 
nnd broken, when fevorable occasions of surprize 
and aggression presented themselves* 

The transctions of this year were wound up 
by a prdblamation from the governor and council, 
directing a general vigilance and caution against 
the Indians, who, according to information^ medi- 
tated another massacre ; and strictly forbidding a 
^ waste of gun-powder.^ Several commissions were 
at the same time issued ,to marchagainst this people. 
J g27^ The year 1 627 opened with better prospects to 

the colony. A letter from the privy council an- 
Hopesofthe nounces the, king's determination to preserve in- 
STS^et^ violate, all the former interests of Virginia. Not- 
tcr from Uie withstanding the equivocal nature of the word in- 
privy coun* tei:ests, the colonists were determined to construe 
cil. it in the sense most favorable to their wishes ; and 

it was solemnly considered as an assurance, that 
their dai'ling government by assemblies, was gua- 
ranteed to them by the sacred promise of majesty.f 

* Ancient Records. 

t Ibidan — -Sir G. Yeardley — head correspondt nee. " 
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Some reports made their way into Virginia at this CHAP. 
time, which sensibly checked their joy on this oc- ^' 
casicn... A mr. Amis was in treaty withthekingfor ^^27 
^ exclusive contract for tobacco. His project, Depressed 
which seems to have been listened to with a fa- by repot ts 
vorable ear, contained a clause, by which he con- ^^ * project- 
ditioned to import into England 500,000 weight f "^ "J^f "^^;; 
of the best Spanish varinas. This proposal, if staple, 
successful, tlie colonists justly represented as de- 
cisive of their fate. Their only market would be 
glutted with the productions of a foreign nation, 
and their only staple would rot on their Hands. A Receive sa- 
representation so just and forcible, could scarcely tisfactionoa 
fail of producing the desired effect ; and whatever t*^>» *^«ad. 
progress it made, the contract was refused:* But But are pro-, 
in return for this indulgence, they were forced to Jiibittd all 
excuse their conduct in permitting a trade with trade with 
the low countries, and promise that in ful ure all ^"^.^ ^^^"* 
their marketable productions should centre in En- ^^^^^ 
gland. 

Their excuse resi^ecting the diminution of the 
king's revenues, by their trade with the low coun- 
tries, was, that the ship , belonged to the 

old adventurers, and that they did not know how 
far their authority extended on this occasion.f 

Aletter of instruction from the king to the 
governor and council, contains a number of par- 
ticulars equally curious and important.... After 
expressing his concern, that in so long a time 
the colony had been able to strike out no other 
staple than tobacco, *' well,* he added, * might 
' it be said, that the plantation was wholly built on 
' smokcy which would easily turn into air^ if ei- 

* ther English tobacco was permitted to be plant- 

* ed, or Spanish imported.' Here we see the cha- 

■ U I ■ ' 'I ■ II I H I III I III ip 

* Ancient records-^Yeardley head correspondent, 
t Ibidem, Ibidem, 
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CIl AP. racteristic qualities of James, in the language of 
^' his own son : The same play on words, the same 
I62r""""^ puerile conceits, and the same antipathy to to- 
bacco. * 

He proceeds to direct their attention to pitch, 
tar, pot- ashes, pipe staves, iron, fnines of rich 
metals, vines, and bay salt. He recommends 
Wm. Capps, whom he had appointed a councel- 
^. , lor, as a fit person to superintend the salt works ; 

too^l *res^* ^^^ proposes tliat the quality of the tobacco be 
pecting to- improved and sent solely to the farmer of the king's 
bacco. customs, who will qllow three shillings per pound, 
one shilling and three pence in hand, and the re- 
mainder in two equal instalments of five months 
each. But this project appears not to be defini- 
Desires an tive. He concludes by desiring that an assembly 
assembly to should be convened for the purpose of taking in- 
beconvened ^^ consideration the proposal, and expressly en- 
to conside- j^i^s that the resuU of their deliberations should 
ration* be forwarded to him.f 

Here then is at length an express acknowledg- 
ment of the rights of Virginia'to legislate for her- 
self, and an explicit permission, and even order 
to her to exercise it. 
Death of sir At the close of this year died, the governor 
G.Yeardley sir G. Yeardley, a name of considerable celebrity 
His charac- ^^ ^^^ history of Virginia. He M^as one of the old 
ter. settlers, and on the departure of sir T. Dale, it 

has been seen, he acted as deputy governor at a 
season, ^vhen the utmost vigour and address were 
requisite to uphold the tottering establishment. 
Coming after a man whose ability and influence 
were sb extensive as Dale's, he had to encounter 
comparisons, which could scarcely be in his fa- 
vor. Yet did the government lose none of its vi- 

* Ancient Records — ^Yeardley, head correspondence, 
t ii^idem. Ibidem, 
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gor in his hands, nor the office of governor aught CHAP, 
of its di^^ity. His administration was at the same ^ ' 
time happily attempered by a;spirit of humanity, j^^ 
and a respect for the rights of the colonists, an in- 
attention to which, had been objected as the strik- 
ing and incurable vice in the former administra- . 
tion. We see him afterwards knighted for his 
services, deputed to bring to judgment the ty- 
rant Argal, and invested with the Godlike office 
of bestowing freedom on the colony. 

It has been objected, that too litde care had 
been used by him to guard against the massacre 
of the twenty-second of March : But after a fair 
hearing of all the circumstances,^ at an extraordi- 
nary coiu*t of the London Company, it was prov- 
ed that the familiarity and intimacy to which the 
Indians were admitted, and the practice of taking 
them to hunt, and teaching them the use of fire 
arms, were in use before his government ; and 
that captain Smith liimself was one of the authors 
of this imprudence. ' 

After the dissolution of the proprietary, we 
find him again invested with tlie governmeat ; 
and ifhepossessedany bad qualities, here was cer- 
tainly a fair occasion presented him of exercis- 
ing them with impunity ^f Dr. Robertson and 
the historians who copy from him, make no scru- 
ple to assert, that his character throughout, and 
more especially whilst he acted under the royal 
commission, was rapacious and tyrannical. Mr. 
Stitli, who in point of accuracy, is scarcely ex- 
ceeded by any historian, clearly disproves the 
first part of the charge : The tear§ of the cplony, 
and the regret? of the council, affiDrd the best re- 
futation of the remainder. 



♦ Ancient Records, MSS. 
t Bob'erUonJm, voi, IV. 229. 
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CHAP. 
I. 

1627. 

Captain F, 
West, go- 
vernor. 



Dec. 4. 



The council according to the tenor of th^ir 
oommissioa, proceeded to supply the vacancy 
caused by the death of the late govcrnoo-, by an 
election among tliemselves ; and captain Francis 
West was chosen liis successor. It ha^s been 
seen above, (hat the contingent deatli or absence 
of Yeardley, was specially provided for in the 
king's commission, by the nomination of sir J. 
Harvey. It ought perliaps therefore to be con- 
cluded, that the appointment of the new governor 
was occasioned by the absence of Harvey in Eng- 
land. It is not however improbable, that the p ounV 
cil saw in this man's conduct, the daMoiing of that 
rapacious and tyrannical spirit, which afterwards 
rendered him so detested and unpopular ; and 
that through motives of pubUc expedience, they 
ventured to overstep the bounds of their authority. 

The installation of the new government was 
announced by several proclamations, commanding 
the utmost caution and vigilance to be directed 
towards Indians, who were concerting another 
rising; and directing tlie strictest economy in the 
article of powder, which w^as heedlessly wasted in 
the celebration of marriages, and on other festive 
occasions. 

On the petition 6f the Virginia adventurers^i it 
was ordered by the council exercising the duties 
and povv'ers of a court, that the debts contracted 
by the colonists should be paid this year : But that 
owing to the fall in the price of tobacco, the law 
should be divested of its rigor, and that decisions 
should be made in the spirit of equity. A letter to 
the privy council of the same date, announces the 
death of sir G. Yeardley, and the appointment of 
West. These letters contain an eulogium on 
the late governor, which, springing neither from 
flattery nor interest, but built on the more lasting 
foundation of esteem and attachment, reflects equa.1 
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honor on the living and the dead : Yet this is the 
man whom the inattention or ignorance of our his- ^ 

torians has coupled with Harvey, and i;epresented {^^ 
as a monster of baseness and depravity. The want 
of funds for the support of the governor and other 
officers, is complained of in those dispatches, and 
the most urgent solicitations are made for a sup- 
ply of soldiers and ammunition. They conclude, 
as usual, with a prayer against monopolies of their 
staple. 

The council, in reply to sir R. Heath, the king's 
attorney general, promise that an assembly should 
be immediately convened, and express an hope, 
that the king will be content with less than his usu- 
al profits. They state, as the ground of this in- A thousand 
dulgence, that one thousand new settlers had late- n«Y ^^^^^ 
ly arrived; and that owing to the deamess of com- ^''^*^^' 
modities, the people were scarcely able to subsist. 

In the ancient records of tlie commonwealth, 
the name of John Potts appears as governor, unac- J°^" P°^^* 
companied by a single circumstance which might S^^®^'^^^* 
enable us to throw light on his election, or to ac- 
count for the fate of mr. West. It is presumable, 
however, that he died early in this year, and that 
the election took place in conformity with the in- 
structions set forth in the commission.* 

The administration of Potts commenced with se- 
veral prompt and vigorous measures for the defence 
of the colony ; and with som^ severe regulations re- 
specting its internal police. But the most important 
incident in this administration, was a a session of 
the general assembly, convened in the usual form, March 20. 
and sanctioned by the king.f The first object of 
this body's attention, was at once obvious and im- 
J)Ortant....The quality of their principal staple had 

* Ancient Recot-cls. 

t /^/i/a«— Potts — head correspondence. 
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CHAP. 
I. 

1638. 



Assembly 
refuses the 
king's pro- 
posal. 



ItOi-d Balti- 
more ar- 
rives. 



become debased by the rage for producing a sut 
ficiency to answer the encreasing demands ; and 
this deterioration had of late become so palpable, 
as to raise the clamors of the merchants, and to call 
forth the reproof of the king. Another evil, more 
immediately mischievous, was produced by this 
cupidity.... The attention of the colonists to die ar* 
ticles of primary necessity, was sensibly relaxed ; 
and they were alarmed all at once by the approach- 
es of famine. To remedy this evil, an act was 
passed, limiting* the culture of tobacco to so ma- 
ny plants per head; and sworn triers or inspec- 
tors were appointed to see that the intention of 
the legislature should be strictly carried into ef- 
fect. This is the original of the several laws that 
have been enacted concerning the inspection of to- 
bacco, which have eminently contributed to raise 
the credit of this staple so high in foreign markets. 
The culture of com was at the same time com- 
manded under severe penalties. 

After this, the assembly proceeded to the in- 
vestigation of the several subjects contained in the 
king's instructions; and having weighed mature- 
ly the particulars referred to, an answer was draft- 
ed, couched indeed in terms of deference andresr 
pect ; but expressive of strong and unqualified 
dissent to the proposed conditions of the contract. 

The sameness of the events at this time, is en- 
livend by an incident of considerable interest :... 



• A proclamation was issued, says doctor Robertson, by 
which, under pretences equally absurd and frivolous, they 
were prohibited from selling tobacco to any person, but cer-» 
lain commissioners appointed by the king to purchase it on 
his account, fi. 230, vol, IV. He should have added, that 
the assembly rejected the conditions of the contract, and 
that they insisted on their right to set a price oa their pom* 
Tijoditie?. — Ancient Repordg. 
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Lord Baltimore, a catholic nobleman, allured by 

the rismg reputation qf the colony, abandoned his 

settlement at Newfoundland, and arrived in Vir-'j^^g. 
ginia. 

In England the bloody persecutions of Mary; 
the real or pretended discovery of Popish plots 
and conspiracies, and the alarm excited by the 
armada of Spain, had wrought the passions of th« 
nation into a mingled fear and antipathy to tht 
principles and persons of the Papists. This nar- 
row and impolitic spirit qualified in the mother 
country, by a thousand circumstances, which sof- 
tened its rigor and severity, had the fullest scope 
in tiie colonies for displaying its malignit)\ In 
small communities all attachments and prejudices 
are stronger and mwe lasting. The colony of 
Virginia was founded by men enthusiastically de- 
voted to the principles of the reformation, at the 
time when the horror, of papacy was at its height: 
And it v\Tis a peculiar provision in their char- 
ters,* that none of that obnoxious sect should be 
permitted to defile the soil of Virginia, either 
as citizens or denizens. It might be supposed, 
that the rights of hospitality would have exempt- 
ed lord Baltimore, who was merely a visitor, 
fi'om the influence of those severe and intolerant 
regulations ; but the assembly, whether under the 
influence of a mistaken zeal, or what is perhaps Test tender 
more probable, a sense of duty, immediately on ^^ **'""* 
his arrival, tendered his lordship and his follow- 
ers, the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. 

It is unnecessary to argue in this place, on the 
propriety of tests in general; of their influence on 
the moral character of mankind, or the reasona- 
bleness of the test in question. It is a matter of 

* Sec the head charters, in general appendix. 

D 



Digitized byCjOO'QlC 



26 HISTORY OF 

CHAP, conscience, anct conscience is the point of honor 
^' of a moralist. It appears indeed to have been un- 
1628. '"*' ^^cessary on the present occasion, to have dis- 
concerted a visitor and a stranger, by an ungra- 
cious obtrusion on his opinions^ His lordship 
rejected the tests tendered by the government. 
He refuses proposing at the same time for himself and liis 
4t. followers, a form which he declared himself rea* 

dy to accept : This was refused on the plea, that 
a particular form was prescribed by the king ; 
and in this state, matters rested for the present.... 
the assembly contenting itself with laying tlic 
whole transaction before the privy council.* 
Meanwhile the Indians continued to harrass 
Irruption of the more exposed plantations, and their irruptions 
Partiunkies sometimes burst upon the more central parts of 
and Chicka- the colony . I'he Pamunkies and Chickahomi^ 
iionunics. j^j^g^ ^g ^,^j| 0.^^^ ^j^^jj. position in the neighbOT- 

hood of James- Town, as the influence of Opechan- 
canou^^ were the most conspicuous in this on- 
set : The Nansamonds, with the several tribes 
dwelling in the neighborhood of James river, pow- 
erfully seconded their exertions. 

By tliese combined operations, they had sur- 
prized and carried off a considerable number of 
colonists, leaving behind them, wherever they 
went, traces of the most savage desolaticm, and 
^ . impressions of the deepest dismay. The colony 
^fl""!!*'" alarmed by die loss of so many of its citizens, ap- 

oners ap- • ^ j - • • ^ ^ \. u 4. - ^ ' ^^ 

pointed to pomted commissioners, to treat about a peace, and 
treat with the rausom of prisoners : But the proclamation of 
them for the executive, which announces this determinati- 
peace & an ^j^^ declares expressly an intention to deceive the 
pr^soners.^ Indians, until the prisoners were redeemed, and 
an occasion should offer to fall on them to advan- 
Aug, 12. tage.f We are not informed, whether in any of 

• Ancient Records. t Ibidem. 
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its objects, this plan was attended with the desir- CHAP, 
ed success. There is, however, reason to believe, ^' 
that the Indians penetrated the artifice. It is hap- j^gs. 
pily the nature of insincerity and bad faith, to de- 
feat themselves. The Virginians by their open 
contempt of the truce proposed by themselves in 
1622, had destroyed all feith in their promises. 

Considerable allowance should certainly be 
made for the situation of the colonists.... They 
were fighting for existence with a people, whose 
activity was incessant, and their hatred inextin- 
guishable. The profound cunning and savage cru- 
elty, which marked the massacre of 1622, had ia 
some measure set the example of duplicity ; and it 
would have been regarded as the extreme of infatu- 
ation, to wage a war on ordinary principles with a 
people, whose principal glory it was to conquer by 
surprize ; who fought under the shelter <rf night, 
and in tf\e midst of tempests ; who refused quar- 
ter to the vanguished, and who vanished amid 
their forests, without leaving a single clue to de- 
tect their retreat. 

This year there was another session of the ge- l^^^p 
neral assembly. Their principal attention appeirs g^vemor.^^* 
to have been directed to the suppression of the In- October 16^ 
dian war,, which was daily becoming more des- 
tructive and alarming* Acts were passed> com- ^ ^^^^^ ^^ 
manding the march of several detachments of the ^^*^"^*^^y* 
militia into the Indian country at three stated 
times every year ; and instructions were given to 
the several commanders, to exercise martial law 
while on service, and to attempt the utter exter- 
mination of the savages* The other regulations 
were few and unimportant ; and having drafted a 
letter to the members of the privy council, expla- 
natory of the dispute with lord Baltimore, they ad- 
journed.* 

♦ Ancient Records. 
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CHAP. Some time this year, sir John Hervcy entered 

^' on his government, under the imposing authority 

■ jg29. ofa royal commission; and on the 24th. March, 

Sir J Her- in the following year, an assembly was convened 

vcy, govei- to meet him, and receive his instructions. 

nor. The first act of this man's administration dis- 

Elays clearly the character of his mind. The ar- 
itrary decrees of tlie court of high commission, 
had always been acknowledged as the guide to re- 
His religi- Hgious regulations in the colony : But although 
uon/^^"'^* their authority was admitted, their influence was 
rarely exerted. A community of peril had aba: 
ted the rigor of religious intolerance ; so that 
not a single severity for the breach and non-ob- 
servance of the ordinances of the church, is re- 
corded during the first twenty, six years. This 
relaxation in discipline was not suited to the im- 
perious spirit of Hervey : A strict conformity to 
the canons of the church was enjoined, under se- 
vere penalties ; and the assembly had the com- 
plaisance to pass an act, which ga^"e force to liis 
wislies on the occasion. 

But an object of still greater solicitude, was the 
increase of his ownpo\^'ers ; and in this, he could 
expect no assistance from the legislature, who re- 
collected his conduct whilst acting as commissi, 
oner, in 1624. In this business he must act alone, 
save vvkit small and uncertain assistance he might 
receive from the council, who suspected his prin- 
ciplcs, and were devoted to the interests of the co- 
lony. His object was twofold : To do away the 
popiilar branch, whose indignant opposition he 
had encountered in 1624, and whose strict and 
jealous scnitiny would embarrass, possibly, coun- 
teract his projects ; and to feed his avarice and 
rapucity, by assessing, levyiiig, and holding the 
public revenue, without check or respo:a£ibiiity. 
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The appropriation of finest to the personal uses of CHAP, 
the governor, although it was not strictly sanctioned ** 
by any law, was in that loos:^ and undefined state, ^go^^ 
which might countenance a considerable latitude 
of discretion ; and as die fund for the support of 
the governor was at once scanty and precarious, 
the application would appear reasonable, if not le- 
gal. Penalties were therefore continually multi- 
plied against innumerable petty offences, but re- 
motely hinted at in obsolete and mischievous sta- 
tutes ; and a scale of commutation established by 
fines,t which went to swell the coffers, and sti- 
mulate the rapacity of the governor. 

His encroachments at first were slow and cau- jj,s piausi- 
^us, and his professions specious and plausible, bie prcieu- 
He feared at once to alarm into opposition, the ccs. 
spirits which he had encountered in 1623, when 
acting as one of the commissioners of .the king. 
But the wounds his vanity had suffered on that 
occasion, rankled deep in his bosom, and he long- 
ed for an occasion to humble the proud and po- 
pular spirit, which had caused his disappoint- 
ment and mvrtification. He began by engrossing 
to himself and the council, almost the whole bu- 
siness of legislation : For this purpose proclama- 
tions were issued without number, and little was 
left to the representatives of the j^eople, save the 
disgusting and insulting form of registering the 
edicts and decrees of their tyrant. 

By a regular progression, the government was 



* King Charles I. 15tli June, 14th year of his reign, gives 
all fines and amerciaments to governor and council, full two 
years after — Ancient Records. 

t The first informer of any slanderous report against the 
f^ovemor and council, have the fine ; one was whipt this day 
and lost his fine for concealing suchshndsr. — Verbatim hom 
Becords. 
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CHAP, thns gradually assuming the simple form of des- 
^' potism, and it was hoped that the representatives 
♦1629 ^ ^^ people, stripped of all substantial authority, 

would lose the affections and confidence of their 
constituents, which would naturally be transferred 
to the possessors of actual power and authority. 
The council at first, not suspecting hb intentions^ 
or allured by the lust of power, perhaps partially 
for a time seconded his intentions. 
p . The state of laws and society may be imper- 

of Potts ior fectly collected from the following brief report of 
stealingcat- a Criminal prosecution.... Doctor John Potts, the 
tie. late governor, was indicted for stealing cattle. His 

jury consisted of thirteen, three of whom were 
Andconvic- counsellors. On the third* day of the trial, he 
tion. ^^g convicted : But " in regai^d of his quality and 

practice,'' as it is expressed in the Ancient Re- 
Is reprieved cords, he Was respited until the king's pleasure 
was known, and the whole councy: became his se- 
. curity. During the same session, William Mat* 
thews a servant was found guilty of petty treason 
by fourteen jurors, and sentenced to be drawn and 
hanged. 

It would' seem from these causes, that the 
number of jurors was either undefined, or was 
proportioned to the nature and enormity of the of- 
fences. In the case of Potts, who was a counsellor, 
we find that three of the pannel were of his own 
order ; and we trace in this privilege, something 
more than a feint resemblance to the constitution 
of the house of lords. 

About this time, the criminal code was daily 



* First day wholly spent in pleading; next day inimnc- 
cessury disputation ; Potts endeavoring to prove Mr. Kings- 
mill one of the witnesses an hypocrite hy the story of Guz- 
man of Alfrack the rogue. — Verbatim ivova the Records. 
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enlarged by violent constructions of the English CHAP. 

Statutes, wdof the powers vested in the execu- ^' ___, 

tiv€ by charter. Proclamations wearing the shape 1529 
bf laws, but nojthing of thtir deliberation or jus- Governor'* 
lice, uere issued without number in the wanton- eKaetioa* 
ness of authority. It appears too, that the assenu muWpiy. 
bly was either afraid to apply a remedy to this li^ 
eence, or suflfered themselves willingly to he home 
along with the tw^rent. This fiorbe^i^nce, it is more 
than probable arose from an apprehensioo, that 
their liberti(es wene too recently and imperfectly 
established to justify a dispute with the rcpresea- 
tative of their sovereign. 

In the mid<5t of these arbitraryproccedings, there 
appeared some measures, which discover const- Some judi- 
derable attention to the public good.... A fort was ^^^}^^ ^^^^^ 
established at Point Comfort; encouragement was ^^^*^"*' 
given to the cultivation of pot ash and salt-petre ; 
the salt-works, commenced some time before at 
AccomaCjWereOTderedto be prosecuted with new 
vigor; semi-monthly courts were established at 
James town, at which the members of the coim- 
cil were to preside in turn. The regulations res- 
pecting religion and morals, although they sa- 
vor too strongly of harshness, were often equal- 
ly judicious. Severe penalties were denounced 
against forestallers and engri^sers ; and salutary 
regulations were adopted respecting the growth 
of corn, ^ the improvement of tobacco, f and the 
prosecution of the war against the Indians.^ 



* Every laborer to tend two acres of corri^ or forfeit all his 
tc^acco. 

t Three thousand plants for men ^and two thousand fcir 
-women and children. This was afterwards restricted to two 
thous2ind, nine leaves on a plant, and n» slips or seconds 
were permitted to be planted. 

% Ancient Records. 
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CHAP. The dawn of commercial entcrprize is visible 

]' at this time. The governor gave a commission 

J ^29. ^^ captain Nathaniel Bass to trade between the 

Spirit of 34th and 41st degrees north latitude, or to sail to 
commercial New- England, Nova-Scotisl, or the West- Indies, 
entcrprize. The instructions of Bass contain some particu- 
lars deserving notice : He is desired to invite the 
inhabitants, particularly^those of New- England, to 
emigrate to Virginia; and to offer Delaware bay to 
»such as were inclined from the coldness of their 
climate and the barrenness of their soil, to settle 
in Virginia : He was directed to sell them com 
at twenty- five shillings per barrel, or fifteen, if they 
export it ; and to open a trade for goats, catde and 
hogs on reasonable terms.* 

The attention of the goverment was directed to 
other objects of more remote and speculative ad- 
vantage. One hundred and seventy men were le- 
vied to explore a silver mine, which was reported 
to have been discovered some years before, in the 
mountains, t 
March «. But notwithstandingthese judiciousregulations, 
the colony was hourly subjected to severe and arbi- 
trary exactions, levied under the authority ofpro- 
' ^ clamations ; and the violation of personal rights 

Public dis- ^as aggravated in the minds of an indignant peo- 
creases ^"' P'^ '^^ ^^^ arrogance and unfeeling insolence of 
their tyrant. The whole colony resounded ^a ith 
hisexactions and inhumanit}^ ; and nothing but the 
hope of speedy redress, could prevent an open re- 
sistance to his authority. The members of the 
council,\vho in the depre ssion of the assembly 's in- 
fluence, sawa't first only an encrease of their own 
, consequence, were astonished to see themselves at 
once become mere shadows in the constitution. 



* Ancient Records. t Ibidem, 
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tlitetv their weight into the scale of public disaf- CHAP, 
fection. ^' 

In this temper, the different branches of gov- jggj 
emment met each other in 1631; animated on the Session of 
one side, by the ardor of liberty, and the confi* assembly • 
dence and support of the people ; the governor^ 
on the other hand, resting on the influence of his 
commission, and the known character of the king* 

The session opened with few incidents deser- 
vingnoticc : It was determined to avoid all ground 
of offence, and if possible to carry their point seem- 
ingly with the concurrence of the government. 
With this view, the month of FcDruary was per- 
mitted to pass off without tlie agitation or discus- It is resolve 
sion of a single constitutional question. But in ^^ ^^^^ ^*»« 
March, every thing being at length ripe for the oc- fj^an"*°[ 
casion, they ventured to pass a law strictly forbid- raise money 
ding the levying any tax> without the consent of but by con- 
the assembly;* and in order to secure and con s<?nt of a»> 
firm the present disposition of the council in their *<^™^*y- 
favor, they enacted, that the governor should in orlevy wa^ 
future have no power to enforce the services of the but with ad- 
colonists for his private benefit, or to levy them vice of coun 
for war, without the consent of the ^<?//;iaV.t Thus ^^'' 
at once a bold blow, was levelled at the head and 
fountain of his usurpation ; and the means and the 
object of his tyranny, the purse and the sword, 
were attempted to be wrested from him* 

In discussing the propriety of these acts, Her- 
vey was astonished to find himself alone in oppo- 
sition. 

We are not told expressly, what was the con- 
duct of the governor on this occasion. There is 
however strong presumption, that he gave his con- 



* Ancient Records, t Ibidem, 
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CHAP, stitutiond assent to these acts. On the last day 
^' of the session, a letter was drafted lo the privy 
J ^3 1 ^ council, signed by this body, wherein^ after a brief 

sketch of the state of the colony, and an enumera- 
tion of the several provisions, which had been made 
for its improvement, they represent the want of 
adequate means to support with becoming digni- 
ty the office of governor;* and pray the immediate 
attention of their lordships to this object. This 
letter would lead us lo suppose, that the rapacious 
conduct of the governor was in a great measure 
the consequence of his official poverty, and that the 
passage of the abovementioned acts was the result 
t>f a promise on the part of the assembly to procure 
more certain funds for his support.f 
Acts of for- In this session. the acts of all former assemblies 
rocrassem- were repealed, and some judicious regulations 
blies repeal- yj^^re established, for securing the independence 
of the members, by an exemption from arrest or 
from any other judicial process during the sitting* 
In the AncientRecordsof Virginia, the proceed- 
ings of the governor and council are disposed in 
order, before the minutes of the assembly. As the 
executive was presumed to be always in session, 
this is a natural and correct arrangement : But an 
equal attention is by no means paid to dates.... 
They are frequently confounded without any re- 
gard to time, and it is often difficult to distinguish 
between the proceedings of the two bodies, owing 



* So fittle do our historians know of the proceedings of 
Ibis period, that they make no mention of the g^jvernors Wy- 
att, West, or Potts. They assert, that Hervey governed 
without an assembly, although the acts of his assemblies have 
descended to us ; and one session in particular, during his 
' administration, made a thorough revision of the laws, re- 
pealing those of former assemblies. 

t Ancient Records— .Hervey— Head correspondence. 
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to the want of technical {orms and expression. CHAP. 
Those difficulties however I conceived not insur- ^' 
mountable, and it has been my study to supply the 1632. 
want of clearness and arrangement, which are ma- 
nifest in those papers, by an increase on my part 
of industry and attention. The insertion of char- 
ters and other public papers, has been made with 
a like caiielessness and inattention to the important 
considerations of order and arrangement ; but the 
dates being always accurate in the documents 
themselves, these were defects of minor conse- 
quence. 

In the commencement of this year,Ifindacom- King*s com 
mission from the king to Edward earl of Dorset, mission to 
Henry earl of Darby , Dudley viscoUnt Dorchester, l^o^set aud 
sir John <^e, sir John Davers, sir Robert Kille- ^'"^^^' 
grew, sir Thomas Rowe, sir Robert Heath, sir 
Kineage Tench, sir Dudley Diggs, sir John Hoi. 
stenholm, sir F. Wyatt, sir John Brooks, sir Ke- 
nelmDigby, sir John Tench, John Banks, esqi. 
Thomas Gibbs, esq. Samuel Rott, esq. George 
Sand, esq. John Wolstenholm, esq. N. Farrar, esq. 
Gab. Barber and John Farrar, esguires ; appoint- 
ing them a council of superintendance over Vir- 
ginia.... empowering them to call for papers, or 
any other testimony, which they might conceive 
necessary tor ascertaining the state of its laws, 
commerce, and government ; the result of which 
they were instructed to report to his majesty.* 

It would appear frpm this instrument, that the 
mind of die king; was by no means decided, as to 
the permanent torm of government that was to be 
given to Virginia. The serious opposition of the 
house of commons and the nation, left himlitde 
leisure to attend to legislation : And to this state 



♦ Ancient Records— Hervey— Head commissions. 
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CHAP, of affairs, more than to any thing else, is it po^ 
'• sibly owing that the colony was able during the 



1632. whole of this reign, to preserve its independence. 

The noble stand made by their fellow subjects in 
England against power, was listened to by the co- 
lonists with emotions of transport and gratitude, 
and they were daily confirmed in their resolution 
to defend at all hazards the rights and immunities 
which they had earned by their sufferings, and 
which they inherited from their ancestors. 

This year every fortieth man was sent to set- 
tle middle plantation, so called from its position 
between the two great rivers York and James; 
and the colony was called on to support them 
T\ hilst on this service. 

No TwiTHSTANDiNG the population had been 
augmented by a steady and rapid stream of emi- 
gration since 1624, and it might have been expec- 
ted that the families of the emigrants would have 
been sufficient to have furnished wives to all the 
unmarried adventurers, ii appears by a regulation 
of the council, that this interesting object of trade 
was yet continued. The seeming want of deli- 
cacy in this procedure, which sprang from neces- 
sity alone, is quahfied by the nice and pointed at- 
tention paid to the chastity and reputation of their 
wives before, and their delicate and liberal deport- 
ment to them, after marriage. By an order of 
council of this year, two maids, who had become 
pregnant during the passage, were ordered to be 
sent back, as unworthy to propagate the race of 
Virginians. 
Feb. 12. 1 HE Indians of Chickahominy and Pamunkey 

Destructive made at this time an irruption sp furious and des- 
irruption of tructive^i that every twentieth man was dispatched 
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tinder the command of the governor, to parley with CHAP, 
them. . The word used on this occasion speaks ^ss^sssai 
forcibly the nature of the war, and the respect with 1632. 
which this brave people had inspired the colonists. Chickalio-^ 
But Opechancanough was resolved to preserve the pan^unkicst 
advantages he had gained, and the war continued 
in its usual desultory form. 

The calamities incident to a war were height- 
ened by an alarming scarcity ; and ii;i spite of 
the pride and u&ual policy of the goveniment, 
the prohibition to trade w ith the Indians w^s taken 
off; and the curious phenomenon was seen, of a 
legal commerce, sanctioned by the lawful autho- 
rities,, between two people engaged in a war the 
most vindictive and implacable. 

There were two* sessions of assembly this ^ session 
, . , 1 • j« - 1 ^- ofassemblr 

year, m which several judicious regulations were 

adopted . The latter, which commenced on the 
fourth of September, appears to have been con- 
vened principally with the view of devising means 
to avert the dangers of famine, and the more dread* 
ed mischiefs of an Indian war. On the latterpoint, 
it appears that their efforts were not wholly unsuc- 
cessful. A peace was formally concluded with Peacc con- 
the hostile tribes ; but so little dependence was eluded with 
placed on the professions of this people, that Indians. 
even while the commissioners on both sides were 
adjusting the preliminaries, a proclamation was 
issued forbidding the colonists to trade or parley 
with them, t 

In the former session an act w^as passed, com- 
manding all the tojbacco to be brought to six 

* Administration of Hci*Vcy. — '• Staluies," says doctor 
Robertson, "were published and taxes imposed, without 
once calling the representatives of the people to authorize 
them by their sanction." /i.230. So grossly i ignorant are 
even our most ingenious historians of the events of this period. 

t Ancient Records — Hervey — Head proclamations. 
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CHAP, warehouses for inspection, and that, which was rei 
^B=sssss jected to be burnt.* 

The following year is productive of no inci- 
163a. dent deserving attention, if we except the deve- 

lopement of a land speculation on the part of the 
^ governor, highly injurious to the interests of the 
colony. It appears that by a collusionf with the 
king's commissioners, large tracts of land were 
Discovery disposed of to absentees, not unfrequently inter- 
8ive"land "" fering with the rights of actual settlers, and involv- 
•peculation, ing subjects of future litigation. By this proceed* 
ing, the colony was threatened with dismember* 
ment, and the mischiefs were aggravated by the con. 
ditionsof those grants, which exempted the proprie« 
tors from the payment of quit rents, f Property con-. 
veyed with such absolute and unqualified formali- 
ties, seemed to give the proprietors the rights of sov 
vereign authority, instead of the guarded restraints, 
of a feudal tenure|| ; and an abundant source ©f liti- 
gation was laid up for posterity by establishing aa 
imperium in i/wj&m^S within the bosom of the colony. 
It is supposed, that the grant of the preceding; 
year to Cecilius Calvert, lord Baltimore^emanated 
imn^ediately from the king, without any sugges- 
Grant of tion from the government of Virginia : The pro* 
Marylandto perty conveyed was however supposed by the co- 
loi d Balti- lony to be within the limits of their grant ; and 
^^^^* it became a subject of the deepest concern that the 

soil on which they trod, and which they had earn* 
ed by their labors and sufferings, was every day 
eaten from beneath their feet, by the dishonest 
and capricious bounty of a monarch, who contri- 
buted nothing to its improvement or discovery. 
The grant to lord Baltimore is however free 



* Ancient Records. t Ibidem, \ Ibidem, 

\ Yet the tenure was strictly feudal, 
§ Lord Fairfax held a court baron. . 
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fi-otn the principal objections to the other purcha- 
ses : He did not interfere with the rights of former 

settlers, or with' the government of Virginia.... 1633. 
His object was the establishment of a new colony, 
which would be her friend- and neighbor and ally 
against die assaults of the Indians or the machina- 
tions of distant powers. The prosperity and re- 
putation of the nation would be advanced by new 
settlements ; and an immense territory was yet re- 
served to Virginia, fer exceeding her wants and 
her powers. In every point of view then the trans- 
fer appears judicious and salutary. 

The territory in question was bounded by a 
line drawn from Watkins' Point, on Chesapeake 
bay, to the ocean on the east ; thence to that part 
of the estuary of Delaware, on the north, which 
lieth under the 40th degree, where New England 
is terminated ; thence in a right line by the de- 
gree aforesaid, to the meridian of the fountain of 
the Potomac ; thence following its course by the 
further bank to its confluence. It was c^ed Ma- 
ryland in honor to the queen, and was setded in 
the early part of this year by Leonard Calvert, 
the brodier of the proprietor, and two hundred 
gentlemen, principally of the catholic persuasion. 

Against this grant, the most reasonable, but Virginia re- 
at the same time the most extensive of all those, monstratcs 
which had been procured during the administra- against the 
tion of Hervey, a petition was drafted to the king S^^^ 
in thd name of all the planters of Virginia. The 
members of the council acknowledged the justice 
of their claim ; but felt themselves incompetent 
to afford the remedy ; and with a casuistry in per- 
feet consonance with the spirit of the courtiers of 
those timesjthey decided that lordBaltimore should 
retain his patent, and the petitioners their remedy 
at law. 

But Virginia, aware that little was to be ex- 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



40 HISTORY OF 

CHAP, pccted ftx)tn a contest rf this nature, cUxq)t all 
^ssss^ssG farther opposition to her young sister ; and with 
1638. a liberality and sound policy, which reflect equal 

Liberalcpn- honor on the heart and understanding, immedi- 
g^a? ^' ^^^^y proposed a league of commerce and amity^ 
which should advance the prosperity and confirm 
the security of each other. 

Those friendly dispositions were however well 
nigh defeated in their outset, by a circumstance^ 
.which was wholly unforeseen. William Clai* 
borne, a member of the council^ and secretary of 
state for Virginia, had procured a licence from the 
1631. king, " to traffic in those parts of America, for 

March 1 632 which there is already no licence ;" and Hcr- 
vey also granted his commission containing simi- 
lar powers : Under the authority of this commis* 
sion, Claiborne made a settlement in Kent- Isle, in 
tlie neighborhood of Annapolis, which he persist* 
ed in holding, in defiance of the representations 
of the government of Marjland. His conduct was 
aggravated by other circumstances, which, as they 
affected the vital interests of each colony, excited one 
common emotion in both. The Indians, the mortal 
6 dund r ^^^"^^^^ of the whites, by the discourses of Clai* 
standing be bome, were spirited into war against the people of 
tween Vir- Maryland; and the league entered into by the two 
^inia&Ma- colonies for free trade and mutual protection, was 
J y land inte- ^bbut to become a dead letter by the intrigues of 
Qai^nie!^ an unprincipled incendiary. Having been indict- 
ed and found guilty of murder, piracy and sediti- 
Plies toVir- ^"» ^^ ^^^ to Virginia. He hoped to find under 
ginia. the wing of his associate Hervey, impunity for 

the past, and the means to mature and consum- 
mate his future projects : But a complete revolu- 
tion had been effected in the sentiments of Virgi* 
nia during his absence. Hervey, detected in all 
his schemes, was narrowly watched by the mem- 
bers of his council, whilst his power was circum- 
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scribed within the narrowest limits, by tfie whole- 
some acts and determined spirit of the assembly ; 

and although he by no means relinquished die 1633. 
hope of establishing an arbitrary government in 
the colony, he found it necessary to proceed with 
the utmost caution and deliberation. He saw tlie 
course pursued l^y the king, and entertained no 
doubt that royal countenance and support might 
be gained in the attempt of abolishing assemblies: 
But it was neither safe nor expedient, in the pre* 
sent temper of the people, to avow this intention. 

Under these impressions, he felt it expedient 
to disavow his connection with Claiborne, and to is reclaim- 
affect something like indignation at his conduct., cd by Ma** 
But in spite of this griniaccj the Maryland com- ^Tla^^- 
missioners, who were instructed to reclaim Clai- 
borne, and who had proved by the most indisput- 
able evidence his several enormities, were unable 
to procure justice agaiilstthis criminal. Hervey, ^^^'** 
affecting a sacred regard and reverence for the 
king's commission, as though it rendered hallow. 
cd apd inviolate, the persoil of the most execrable 
Tillain, sent Claiborne with the witnesses to Eng- ^ ^^i"^ j^k 
gland ; accompanied, no doubt, by such a repre- Hervey. 
sentation of facts, as would effectually defeat the 
ends of justice.* 

But the time was near at hand, when this rapa- 
cious and tyrannical prefect would experience how 
vain and ineffectual are the projects of tyranny, 
when opposed to the indignation of freemen. 

In the following year,t an order J of council was lass; 



* Anci«nt Records. t Ibidem. 

% Their patience, says doctor Robertson, was at leng;th 
exhausted ; and in a transport of popular rage and indigna- 
tion, thtfy seized the governor and sent him to England.— 
One would suppose by this account, that his suspension wa;i 

F 
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made, tlaat sir John Hervey, by reason ofhis hauglv- 
^^_^__^__^ tiness, rapacity and cruelty ; his contempt of the 
635. rights of the colonists, and his usurpation of the 

Newcxacti- privileges of the council, should be suspended from 
vcv ' ^^^ office until the king's pleasure could be known; 

April 28. ^^^ ^o ^ short time after, the assembly, on the pe- 
May. tition* of a great majority of the planters, proceed- 

Councir sus ^^ to collect the evidence in support of the charges; 
pcnd him and two of their own body were deputed to carry 
from his go- the act of accusation, together with the prisoner 
vcramcnt, j^ ^Justody, to England. 

Thus was effected, without bloodshed, a great 
revolution, without producing the slightest alter- 
, ation in the constitution of government, or the 

tranquility of society. The seisure of Hervey was 
not the result of a violent paroxism of resentment ; 
a short-lived spasm of goaded and exasperated 
feeling : From the year 1632, the opposition was 
a calm, determined and dignified assertion of right, 
bottomed on the constitution and the laws, and 
supported by solid arguments : It was rather a 
series of reform, than a sudden and violent irrup- 
tion; and mstead of exciting any surprize as an 
act either extraordinary or unforeseen, it should 
be regarded as the natural consequence of the pre- 
vious measures which had been adopted. 
Captain J. T^iis revolution, beside affording an immedi- 
West, go- ate relief from a yoke galling and oppressive, was 
vernor. attended with the farther advantage of raising high 
the character of the colony for boldness and intel- 
ligence. The acts of 1624 were prefaced by a 
preamble in all respects equivalent to a bill of 
rights, at a time, when the parent state was yet 
struggling to obtain this important and salutary 

• Ancient Records. 

the work of a mob, instead of a joint exertion of the council 
and popular branch, as it is here represented. 
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©ibject. In their victory over Hervey, they had CTTAP. 
again the good fortune to set the example of an ^^^g^^^^^^^ 
ardent, steady and effectual resistance, which the ifiss. 
nation afterwards did not disdain to adopt. Hap- 
^ py had it been for the ilUfated monarch, if taught 
by the fate of Hervey, and the noble ardor display- 
ed by a feeble and distant colony in defence of ^ 
her rights, he had learned in time to set just li- 
mits to his authority, and respect the constitution 
and rights of the nation : What a waste of blood had 
been spared, wantonly sacrificed at the shrine of 
madness and folly : From what calamities and mor- 
tifications had he saved himself and his family.... 
But it is in the order of providence that the great- 
est of human blessings should often arise out of 
* violence and oppression ; and it should act as a 
warning to man, with how much caution he should 
guard the rights of his nature, when their recove- 
ry is attended with so many circumstances of vi- 
olence and periK. 

It should not be omitted, that in 1<)34, the cp* 
lony was divided into eight shires.* The names 
of these divisions were, James City, Henrico^ 
Charles-City, Elizabeth-City, Warwick River, 
Warasqueake, Charles River and Accomac. 

In the following year, an ordinance was made ^ 
by the privy council, making London the sole port ^^"^ ^^ 
of entry for the productions of the plantations ; and 
a commission was granted to sir William Russell 
and others, to see that the king^s intentions were 
not defeated : They were further empowered to 



* Lieutenants were appointed to f ach as in England, and 
in a more especial manner to take care of the war against 
the Indians; and as in England sheriffs shall be elected, as 
in England to have (he same power as them and sergeants 
and baiUffs when the law requires. — A literal transcript from 
Records. 
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CHAP, enquire into the state of the colony, and report 
^_--^i__, what farther provisicms were necessary toencrease 
Uos^ thfc royal revenues, mii the prosperity of thecQ- 
lony.* 

This measure, according to the language of 
the commission, had its origin in ** creditable in* 
formation, that many of the planters residing upoa 
the said colony, have suffered, and are still likely 
to suffer, under the burden of many oppressions, 
occasioned by the secret and indirect trade of p^- 
ticqlar merchants and shopkeepers, who make a 
prey of them and their labors, by supplying their 
' necessaries with commodities at such unreasona- 
ble ra"tes, that they are usually forced to pay forty 
or sixty pounds weight of tob^Cco for a pair of 
shoes ; with such like," &c. &c. 

MEANWHi|.EthecomnMssioners,whohadbeeii 
1656; appointed to support the act of accusation against 
Hervey, instead of the fair and impartial hearing, 
which they conceived themselves entitled to, as 
the advocates of justice, and the representatives of 
a brave and suflfering peqple, were treated by the 
king and council with the most supercilious dis.^ 
dain, or the most chilling and mortif) ing neglect. 
The conduct of Virginia was looked upon as lit- 
tie short of treason,! by a court, which was daily 
in the habit of punishing the most distant re0ecti^ 
ons on its authority, with tlie most severe and ri- 
gorous punishment ; and her deputies, as pre- 
sumptuous intruders, who deserved chastisement 
instead of redress. Apprehensions were enter- 
tained, that these seditious movements would com- 



* Ancient Records— Hervey — Head Commissions. 

t Robertson's Jm vol. IV. /i. 232. 

When this news was brought to Charles I. his raajesty was 
very much displeased ; and without hearing any thing, caus- 
ed him to return governor again.— £fT/rr/«/, ^, 48. 
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muncate at home with the mass of ill bumcJr and CHAP, 
discontent, which required but a single spark ^' 
to inflame it into open rebellion. The unac* 1636. 
commodating spirit of the house of commons, 
had given Charles an unconquerable disgust and 
antipathy to the name and use of popular assem* 
blies : But what was only a bold and unwarranta^ 
ble freedom in parliament, he could not help con- 
sidering in the council and burgesses of Virginia, 
as the most presumptuous and insolent* familiari- 
ty ; and he resolved to act in the most absolute 
ccMitempt and defiance of their complaints. 

Hervey, released from his bonds, had new 
become accuser in his turn ; and the calumnies of 
a disgraced and banished tyrant, were listened to 
with complacency and attention, while the depu- 
ties of a brave and loyal people were regarded as 
traitors, and forbidden to appear in the presence 
of their sovereign. To aggravate tficse insults, 
their aggressor was reinstated in his former autho- 
rity, and sent back to Virginia, enflamed with re- 
venge, and armed with full powers to gratify his 
malevolent piassions^f 

But the time was approaching, when other con- 1^39. 
siderations would influence th^ mind and direct 
the councils of the king. For more than eleven 
years he had maintained himself by the mere force 
of his prerogative, without the aid of parliament; 
but every expedient for raising supplies, was near- . 



* To him the conduct of the colonists apptearcd not only 
to be an usurpation of his rghtto judge and punish one of 
bis own officers, but an open and audacious act of rebellion 
against his authority -^Rob, 4m. vol, IV. fi. 232. 

The deputies of the cojony, (says the author of th« Life 
of Waslnngton) were therefore sternly received.— They 
were not received at all* 

t liobertsoti'm^Btverlct/. 
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CHAP, iy exhausted, and he found himself compelled by 
his pressing necessities, and the encreasing discon- 



1639. tents, to convene once more the great council of 

the nation. Amongst a body, possessed of so 
much courage and intelligence, he was a>\^re the 
affairs of the colony would be examined* with an 
eye of scrutiny, and censured with a free and dar- 
ing invective. The establishment of arbitrary go- 
vernment in the colonies, would naturally confirm' 
the suspicions, and alarm the fears of his sub- 
jects at home. It would appear as if there was 
an inveterate propensity and bias in favor of des- 
potism in their monarch, and that an occasion only 
was waited for, when he might introduce his fa- 
vorite maxims, as the sole guide and rule of his 
government. 

Under these considerations, Charles felt it ex- 
pedient to affect a show of liberality, by vohmtari- 
ly removing the main grounds of disgust in Vir- 
ginia. For this purpose, sir William Berkeley, 
whose. reputation stood high for nice honor and 
engaging manners, was appointed governor ; and 
the right of the colonists to free goveremcnt was 
recognized in the fullest and amplest manner in 
the royal instructions.! 



* As the colonists had applied for relief to a former par- 
liament, it might be expected with certainty, that they would 
lay their case before the first meeting of an assembly, in 
which they were secure of a favorable audience. 

Robertsony 234. 

t Though the tenor of sir William Berkeley's commissi- 
on, was the same with that of his predecessor, he received 
instructions under the great seal, by which he was empow- 
ered to declare, that in all its concerns, the colony was to be 
governed according to the laws of England : He was direct- 
ed to issue writs for electing representatives of the people, 
who, in conjunction with the governor and council, were to 
form a general assembly, and to possess supreme legislative 
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But he was too proud to expose his measures CHAP, 
to the charges of weakness and inconsistency, by \ 
the condemnation of Hervey; and this man, de- 1639« 
graded from his office, and no longer dangerous, 
was permitted to remain in Virginia as one of the 
council.* 



♦ Ancient Records, MSS. penes me. 
authority in the colony. Now all these powers the colony 
had actually exercised before his arrival, as fully as after. 
He was further " ordered to establish courts of justice, ia 
which all questions, whether civil or criminal, were to be de- 
cided agreeably to the forms of judicial proceedings in the 
mother country."— i?o^. jfm. ifoi. lV.fi. 235. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Fatal consequences af the intestine divisions in the^ CHAP. 
colony-yUpechancanough takes advantage of them 
to execute another massacre — Motives for the 
Indian insurrection — Loss of the English — Sir 
W. Berkeley marches into the Indian country ; 
pursues Opechancanough with a body of cavalry; 
surprizes him^ and takes him prisoner to James 
town — He is wounded by one of his guards — His 
wonderful firmness and magnanimity ; his reproof 
of sir JV. Berkeley ; his death and character — Dis^ 
solution of the Powhatan confederacy — Peace 
with the different tribes — Regidations of the go - 
vernor respecting religion — James-Town fixed 
on as the seat oj government — Peculiarity in the 
structure of juries — Estate of the late governor 
sold for the payjnent of his debts — George San- 
dys'^ company agent petitions for the restoration of 
the proprietary^ — Grand assembly remonstrate a- 
gainst it — The supposed attachment of Virginia 
to the royal cause explained-^Govcrnment admi^ 
nistered in the name of king — Refections on 
Hume — Parliament turn their attention to the 
colonies — ^Ordinance of 1651 — Sir G. Aiskew 
dispatched with a fleet and army ^ for the purpose 
of reducing the colonies ; enters the Chesapeake 
"^Gallant conduct of sir William Berkeley — 
favorable terms of capitulation — A sort of tn^ 
terregnum — Richard Bennett elected governor 
G 
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frovtsimaSy. with a council of thirteen — N'lm^ 
berof representatives — Slight variance betnveeft 
governor and council — State of Indians; ku^ 
mane regulations in their favor — Act of as^ 
semhly in favor of sir IVdliam Berkeley^ vjJio wa^ 
yet in colony — Edward Diggs called to the coun» 
cilin the recess — Inroads of the Rappahannock 
Indians; a levy in the contiguous counties to op* 
pose them — Edward Diggs governor — Irrupti* 
on of the Rechahccrians — Captain Hill dispatch^ 
ed with an hundred men to remove them; ts join- 
ed by Totopotomoi^ with an hundred Indians : is 
defeated; Totopotomoi slain, with the greater 
part of his warriors — Payment of taxes the only 
^qualification of the right of suffrage — Matthews 
governor elect — Diggs appointed to unite with 
Bemwttand Matthews, to support the interests of 
Virginia in England — Motives for sending their 
governors on this buslness-^Sir W. Berkeley — 
Reflections on his delay In the colony ; on the^na- 
ture of the Insurrection in his favor ; on the go* 
Dernment of the protector and commonwealth; on 
the total ignorance or misrepresentation oft/iis 
4era by historians^ 
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THE dissentions in the colony, although thejr CHAP; 
eventuated in an improvement of its constitution, *^' 
were productive of a calamity, which had well 163^-40. 
nigh rendered useless those acquisitions. Dur- ^^^tiiconse- 
ing the agitation produced by the excesses of Her- JJuesUiie di«i- 
vey, and their efforts to free themselves fh)m his viaioos. 
tyranny, the attention of the colonists was all at 
once withdrawn from Indian affairs, at the moment 
when new and urgent circumstances required an 
increase of vigilance and circumspection. The. 
vast grants* procured during the administration 
of Hervey, had gi\'en occasion to various en- 
croachments on the territories secured to the In- 
dians,! by the treaty of 1636; and this people, al- 
ready driven by the tide of emigration from the sea 
board, and the rich and* delightful vallies adjacent 
to the rivers, found themselves exposed to fresh 
aggressions from the unjust claims of land specu- 
lators, at the heads of the rivers, whither they had 
retired for subsistence and security. 

It was not enough that tliey had abandoned to 



* Their boundaries, (s3Lys Roberesony vo(, IV. fi. 231,) 
from inattention or imperfect acquaintance with the geogra- 
phy of the country, were so inaccurately defined, that large 
tracts already occupied and planted, were cften included ia 
- them. 

t The subtle Indians, who took all advantages, resent- 
ed the encroachments on them by his (Uervey's) grants. 
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CHAP^ their invaders, die delightful regions, where thefif 
^^' fathers had been placed by the bounty of heaven ; 
jQ4Q and where, before the coming of the English, 

their days had rolled on in an enchanting round of 
innocence and gaietj^.. .where they possessed a- 
bundance without labor, and independaice with- 
out government. The littie that remained of their 
possessions was attempted to be ^vrested from them 
by the insatiable avarice and rapacity of their ene- 
mies. But it was not only their property that was 
insecure ; they were about to be bereaved of their 
independence, the noblest attribute of a savage. 

How sad and melancholy was the change from 
their former to their present condition : Until the 
year 1636, they were engaged in an incessant war 
with the English, in which, although they often 
dreadfully retaliated on their invaders, they sus- 
tained a constant, although gradual diminution of 
their strength. Every inch of ground was dis- 

Buted with desperate valor and inimitable address : 
liit alas, savage valor and savage address, were 
of little avail, against the dreadful combinations of 
the white man's genius. They had indeed prov- 
ed, that tl^eir enemies were mortal ; but they were 
mortals, who combated with the arms^ of the 
Gods. But although they felt the superiority of 
their enemies, they disdained to listen to the sug- 
gestions of despair. They brooded in secret over 
tlieir \\Tongs, waiting for some favorable occasion 



* What a striking^ contrast does the North Atnerican pre- 
sent to the Indian of South America : His dread of firearms 
appears to have been but small and short-lived ; he never 
was enslaved ; he set himself to work to meet the European 
with his own weapons, and soon excelled him in the use of- 
the rifle ; and tifter two centuries, so formidable has he be- 
come, that the Europeans arc often obliged to purchase peacei 
^nd sometimes even a bare neutrality* 
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when they might fall with their united strength on CHAP, 
their oppressors. 

Opechancanough, from his retreat at the ^g^Q^ 
head of York river, witnessed with secret plea- 
sure tlie progress of these discontents, ^vhich his 
influence and discourses had pricipally contribut- 
ed to excite and exasperate. His sagacious mind 
quickly discovered, in the divisions of the colony, 
the occasion, which he had long waited for with 
impatience and anxiety ; and he lost not a mo- 
ment in concerting measures for improving it to 
the purposes of his patriotism and revenge. 

Although now grown old, his conduct exhi- 
bited on this occasion, the union of a burning ar- 
dor and an indefatigable industry ; atid his orders 
were conveyed with electric rapidity during the 
silence of midnight, to the remotest tribes of the 
confederacy^ 

The Pamunkies and Chickahominies, who 
were immediately under his influence, together 
with the Paspalieys, Warasqueakes and Matapo- 
nies, as well from their situation as their couragej 
and their experience of the English mode of fight- 
ing, were looked upon as the main strength ofthe 
confederacy: And with these, Opechancanough 
^ resolved to make the principal onset in person. 
The more distant stations were assigned to the 
principal v/ar chiefs of the several tiibes : And 
thus a war, which raged from the mouth of the 
Chesa^^ake, to the heads of all the great rivers> 
which discharge themselves into it, was so simple 
as to render confusion impossible. The leaders 
were simply directed, at a stated hour, to attack 
tlie English settlements with their whole force and 
the utmost fury. 

But few particulars of tliia war have been trans*, 
mitted to our times ; so that the. day, or even the 
year, of its commencement, is known with little 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



54 HISTORY OF 

CHAP, certainty. Beverley* seems to think, that it txDok 
^^' place in 1639, during the administration of Her^ 
1642. ^^y > ^"^ ^^ asserts; that there was no peace or 

truce after this, with the Indians^ during the life 
time of Opechancanough. There is complete 
evidence on the face of tlie Ancient Records of 
this state, that this chief was at peace with the En- 
glish in 1640 and 1641 ; so that if the latter po- 
sition of this historia^n be correct, it must have bro- 
ken out subsequent to this period. In the former 
of tliese years, the punishment of John Burton, f 
w ho had been found guilty of the murder of an In- 
dian, was remitted at the intercession of Opechan- 
canough and his great men; and in the latter end 
of 1641, Thomas Rolfe,J the son of 'Pocahontas, 
petitioned the governor for permission to visit hia. 
kinsman Opechancanough, and Cleopatre, the sis- 
ter of his mother. These circumstances prove in- 
coiitestibly that the war occasioned by the massa- 
cre, and which was marked on both sides by the 
most ferocious and vindictive spirit,, had not yet 
commenced. 

Th EiiE isreasonto believe that th^s event|| took, 
place in the winter of 1641, or the early part of the^ 
follow ing year, before the colony had regained its 
tranquility, under the mild and able administratis^ 
on oi Berkeley. But in whatever way this questi^ 
I on shall be dc cided, it is certain that most of the 

frontier settlements were broken up by the fury 
of this irruption. 



* /!. 59. — But be that matter how it will, from that time 

to his captivity, there never was the least truce between them* 

and the English. 

t Ancient Records. t Ibidem, 

!1 It is but fair to state, that an old manuscript, which ia 

many of its pariiculurs 1 have found to be authentic, states, 

that it took place aOoui the year 1 640. 
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The colonists lost five hundred persons,^ whose CHAP, 
mutilated and bleeding bodies, scattered over the ^^' 
earth, gave dreadful proof of the fury and inex- ^^^^^ 
tinguishable hatred of their enemies. In additi- ^ ' , 
on to this severe loss, jseveral were hurried away j^^iisii, 
into a captivity worse than death. The habitations 
and corn ; the instruments of farming, and house- 
hold utensils ; in a word, every thing that was es« 
sential to their comfort or convenience, was con- 
sumed with fire ; while the minds of the survivors 
were appalled by the fears of famine, and the gloo- 
miest presages of future calamities. 

This irruption had been decisive of the fate of 
Virginia, but for the operatioji of circumstances 
over which Opechancanough could have no con- 
troul. The wi!?e measures devised by former as- 
semblies, had prohibited all trade and intercourse 
with this people, except at stated markets on the 
frontiers ;t and it was absolutely necessary that 
the frontier should be forced, before the interior and 
the seat of government could be assailed. Time 
was thus afforded the inland counties to arm 
in their defence ; to prepare for which, they had 
timely notice from the fugitives, who had been a- 
ble to effect their escape from amidst the ruins of 
their houses, and the dead bodies of their murder. 
ed countrymen. 

The massacre fell with the greatest weight J on 
the plantations on the south side of James river, and 
the heads of all the rivers ; and it was particularly 
destructive at the source of York or Pamunkey 



* Beverley^ ft. 49. 

t But this execution did not take so general effect as for- 
inerly, because the Indians wt-re not so frequently suffered 
to come among the inner habitations of the English. 

% Beverley f fi, 49, 
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CHAP, river, where, since the massacre of 1624, Opechan* 
^^' canoughhad retired with his own tribe, and where 
1640. ^^ ^^^^ occasion he commanded in person. 

A CALAMITY so drcadfuland unexpected, gave 
I a shock so violent, as year^ of peace, and the ut* 

most exertions of a mild and able administration 
1639. wtre unable to repair. Sir William Berkeley, on 

his arrival, had set on foot various projects for the 
improvement* of the commerce, manufactures, 
and staple of the country; and the promise of roy* 
al bounty was solemly pledged to the author of any 
useful and successful experiment. Warmed by 
the genial rAy and fostering hand of a liberal pa- 
tronage, the genius of the colony was beginning to 
peep out and expand itself ;t but the terrors of 
an Indian war suspended the labors of the loom 
«. ™.„ and the plough, together with the speculations of 
Bcrkeky ^^ closet. All, who were able to bear arms, were 
marches in- embodied as a militia for the defence of the colo- 
totbclndian ny ; while a chosen body, comprising every twen* 
country. tiethj man, commanded by the governor in per* 
son, marched into the enemy's country. 

The operations of this war, which raged hence^ 
forth without any intermission till the death of 
Opechancanough, are not detailed by any histo* 
rian. The early records of the state, which might 
have supplied this defect, are silent on the subject. 
The relation of Beverley, II unsatisfactory and im- 
perfect as it is, contains every particular, which 
has survived the ravages of time, and the inaccu* 
racy of the original reporters.. 

* He encouraged the countiyin several essays of pot-ash> 
soap, salt, flax, hemp, silk and cotton. — Beverley^ fi. 5o. 

t But the Indian war ensuing upon this last massacre, 
was a great obstmciion to these good designs, by requiring 
all the spare men to be employed in defence of the colony. 

Beverley y fi. 50. 

i Ancient Records, ]V^SS. II fi. 5(x. 
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We are told, that Opechancanough at this CHAP, 
time was so decrepid by age, as to be unable to ^^' 
walk ; but that his spirit, rising above die ruins of j^'^ ' ' ^ 
his body, directed from the litter on which he was 
carried by his Indimis, the onset and the retreat of 
his warriors. 

The excessive fatigues he encountered in this; 
difficult arid laborious service, completed the wreci 
of his constitution : Hisflesh^*^ became macerated; 
his sinews lost their tone and elasticity ; and his ^^ rororis* 
eye-lids were so heavy, that he could not see, un- ^s andukev 
less they were lifted up by his attendants. In this him prison- 
forlorn ccHiditi(Mi, he w^s surprized by sir W, «"* to Jamct 
Berkeley, who pursued him close with a squadron '^^''^^' 
of light cavalry, and carried in triumph to James- 
Town. 

To the honor of the governor it should be re- 
corded, that his conduct to his illustrious and ve- ' 
nerable captive, was invariably marked by great 
tenderness and humanity ; and the members oi 
the council and assembly partook in die interest 
^d pity excited by his majestic and manly ap- 
pearance. In general too, the feelings of the co- 
lonists did honor to their nature on this occasion : 
They saw the terrible enemy, who had been the 
author of so many mischiefs to Virginia, now a 
captive in their hands, bending under the load • of 
years, and shattered by the hardships of war; and 
they generously resolved to bury the remembran- 
X ces of their injuries, in his present melancholy re- 
verse of fortune. 

As for him, his deportment was suitable to his 
former glory, and the lofty spirit and maxims of 
an Indian hero. He disdained to utter any com- 
plaint, or to manifest the slightest uneasiness j 

f Beverley, 

H 
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CHAP. , and Instead of deprecating the tortures, which he 

— ;;^L--_5 calculated were preparing for him, his language 

1 640, and demeanor bespoke the most absolute contempt 

and defiance : But for the most part, his spirit was 

shrouded in a haughty and disdainful reserve. So 

consummate was his real or assumed indifference 

and apathy, that he rarely permitted his eye-lids 

^ to be lifted up, as if he was desirous of shew ing 

- his enemies, that there was nothing in their pos- . 

session, which he conceived worthy to excite his 

apprehensions, or attract his curiosity. 

In this state he continued several days, attend- 
ed by his faithful Indians, who begged to be ad- 
mitted to the honor of sharing his fate, and per- 
forming those offices about their beloved chief, 
Heiswoun- which his merits and infirmities required: But 
dcd by one neither his undaunted spirit nor the generosity of 
ofhisguards his enemies, could preserve his life. He was base- 
ly shot through the back by one of the soldiers 
appointed to guard him, without any other provo- 
cation, than tlie recollection of injuries, M^hich 
should have been forgotten ; and the apprehen- 
sion of escape, w hich it was his duty to pre- 
vent.^ 
Hisastonish To the last moment, his courage remained un- 
ing firm- broken, and the nearer death approached, the grea- 
ness and ^^^ caution he used in concealing his dejection, 
miiy, " and preserving the dignity and serenity of his as- 
pect. A few moments before he expired, he heard 
an unusual bustle in his prison : Having ordered 
his attendants to lift up his eye-lids, he discoverea 
a number of persons crouding round him, for the 
purpose of gratifying an unseasonable and cruel cu- 

* One of the soldiers resenting the calamities the colony 
had suffered by this prince's means, basely shot him thro' ' 
the back, after he was made prisoner, of which wound he 
ditd*'^Beverlet/y fi, 57 > 
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tiosity. The dying chief felt this indignity with CHAP, 
a keenness of sensibility the more violent, as it ^^^^^^sa^ 
was new and unforeseen. It was a burst of pas- i64o. 
sion/a momentary ascendancy of nature over the 
habits of education ; and its exhibition and effect 
must be acknowledged to correspond with the 
greatness of the occasion* Without deigning to 
notice the intruders, he raised himself from the » 
earth, and with the voice and tone of authority> 
commanded that the governor should be immedi- His re- 
ately called in. When he made his appearance, proach of 
Opechancanough scornfully told him, that, ^' had ^jr Wimam 
it been his fortune to have taken sir William Berke- ^ ^ ^^' 
ley prisoner, he should not meanly have exposed 
him as a show to his people."* 

It is said, that sir William Berkeley intended „/ , ^j. 
sending him to England,! with the view of aug- 
jnenting his reputation by the present of a royal 
captive, who could call mto the field, tenj times 
as many Indians as tiiere were English in Virgi- 
nia. 

The appearance of this chief, now nearly an 
hundred years old, would be attended with ano- 
ther beneficial effect : It would refute the slanders 
industriously propagated against the salubrity and 
healthiness of the climate. 

USo little is known with certainty of the history 



' ♦ Beverley, t Ibidem. 

\Beverley — This is doubtless exaggerated : But the strength 
of the Indians was better known at this time, than it could 
have been when capt. Smith made a rough estimate of some 
of the tribes. It furnishes another evidence of the inaccuracy 
of the received calculation. Several other data will occur 
in the coui*se of this volume, which render it wholly inad- 
missible. 

li Opechancanough, says Beverley, was , a man of large 
stature, noble presence, and extraordinary parts. Though 
lie had no advantage of literature, that being no where to be 
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CHAP, of this people, that we remain utterly at a loss to dd* 
^^' cide whether this chief was the brother of Powha- 

1640. ^^' ^^ ^" adventurer who had come from another* 

people, and established himiself alone by his cou- 

And charac ^^ ^d ability. ^ . _ 

tcr» It IS asserted by some, I know not on what 

foundation, that he came originally from the mines 
of St. Barbe,* or some of the tribes bordering on 
the empire of Mexico. But whatever variance 
may exist on this head, there is an universal con- 
currence as to the character of his mind and un- 
derstanding. He is represented to have been bold, 
crafty, insinuating, insincere ; a perfect master of all 



found amongst the American Indians. Yet he was perfect- 
Ij^skilled iri the art of governing his rude countrymen. 

* This king, in Smith's history, is called the brother of 
Fowhatan, but by- the Indians he was not so esteemed : For 
they say he was a prince of a foreign nation, and came to 
them a great way from the south-west : And by their ac- 
count, we suppose him to have come from the Spanish In- 
idians, some where near Mexico, or the mines of St. Barbe. 

Beverley yfi. 49. 

The sachem orchief of the tj4be, (says mr. Jeffci'son) ap- 
pears to be by election 2 And sometimes peraons who arc 
sirdngers,and adopted into the tribe, are promoted to this dig-- 
nity on account of their abilities. Thus on the arrival of cap- 
tain Smith, tae first founder oithe colony of Virginia, Ope- 
chancanough, who was sachem orchief of the Chickahomi- 
nies, one of the tribes of the Powhatans, is &aid to have been 
of another tribe, and even of another nation ; so that no cer- 
tain account could be obtained of his origin or descent. 

A^iiteson Virgiina^fi, ,308. 

This account, if true, would suggest some important reflec- 
tions, respecting the way in which this part of the continent 
was originally peopled. If we combine with this, the traditions 
of the Mexicans respecting their origin, there is room to con- 
jecture, that the independent communities of aborigines^ 
which were extended to the neighborhood of the Esquimaux j 
Were originally formed from tlie overflowing of the Mexicaii 
tmpire, by cmigraiions arising from choice or necessity. 
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lliie arts of simulation and dissimulation : In shorty Ctt AP. 
he was the Hannibal of Virginia. ^^- 

During the life-time of Powhatan, although 1640. 
his talents as a war chief and counsellor were uni- 
versally acknowledged, the concentration of au- 
thority in the person of the emperor ; the venera- 
ration inspired by his aged and majestic figure, 
and the memory of his atchievements, threw at a 
distance all competition and rivalship. But when 
the aged founder of the Powhatan confederacy had 
paid the debt of nature^ and his authority devolved 
by inheritance on a feeble and decrepid successor, 
Opechancanough rose immediately to Ws natural 
elevation, in spite of the imposing influence of de* 
scent and inheritance^ 

O T I A T A N retained indeed the nominal authori- 
ty : The Indians, humane and just to each other, 
had no objection to his title of great werowance> 
or to any other title he thought proper to assume. . . * 
But their attendance in war or council is so com- 
pletely discretional, that a single member of a 
tribe, may reject the determination of the whole 
nation, and refuse to take part in any projects they 
have adopted. Before such judges, the active and 
enterprizing Opechancanougli had every thing to 
hope. The whole confederacy were jealous of the 
English, and were anxious for their destruction : 
He seconded the national impulse, and offered to 
direct their vengeance. The address and courage 
displayed in conducting the massacre, and in his 
subsequent enterprizes, justified the public confi- 
dence ; and among the English, he was univer- 
sally regarded as a more Ibrmidable antagonist 
than even Powhatan. 

But whatever judgment shall be pronounced 
on their respective merits, after a candid review of 
their actions ; if it shall be thought that the palm . 
siiould be adjudged to Powhatan, by reason of tlie 
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imputed glories of his youth and his manhood^ 
^____^^ which, although they were atchieved before the 
H4Q., coming of the English, lived in the tradition of all 
the tribes, and were confirmed by the respect and 
reverence his presence, and even his name, every 
where inspired. However the decision shall go 
as it regards their general actions, it must be ad- 
mitted that no single feat of Powhatan, can 
match with the death of Opechancanough. His- 
tory informs us by innumerable examples, that 
great actions may be easily atchieved by the as- 
sociation of numbers, the ardor and incentive of 
example, and the prospect of power : But it is re- 
served for the truly great soul to preserve its poise 
and stature in the gloom of dungeons, and even in 
the embraces of deaths 

Th e death of Powhatan was comparatively hap* 
py....His country was at peace : He was surroun- 
ded by his family : He could transmit his power 
to his descendants ; and he was assured that his 
remains would be deposited with the proper cere- 
monies, in tlie barrow of his tribe. 

Opechancanough lived to see the destructi- 
on of his people ; and for any purpose of glory or 
security, might have justly considered himself as 
at the last of his race. He labored under the tor- 
tures of a mortal wound, embittered by the infir- 
mities of age, and aggravated by a sense of his de- 
plorable condition, in the midst of enemies he de- 
tested, and excluded from the sight and consola- 
tions of his brave companions : Yet not all the 
gloom of his adversity, could sliroud the majesty 
of his mind. 

At the age of one hundred years ; blind, un- 
able to stand ; wounded, and a captive ; Opechan- 
canough continued to be an hero. Then it was, 
as if all his faculties were roused and collected for 
the purpose of shedding a glory on his latter mo- 
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tnents, that he uttered the noble reproof against 
-sir William Berkeley, for suffering his infirmities ,.___ 
<o be insulted by the gaze of vulgar curiosity.... 1640. 
The Spartans or the stoics have produced no equal 
to this situation. 

I AM aware that the bare attempt to paint the 
moral qualities of an Indian, will be derided by 
the squeamishness of civilization. It will be ob- 
jected, that Opech^icanough was a savage ; that 
all savages have the same character, the elements 
of which are cunning, treachery, ferocity and super- 
stition; that these furnish an appearance by far too 
simple and uniform for the varieties of character ; 
and that every thing beyond them is added by the 
imagination of the author. These objections arc 
specious, but that is all.... The American Indian 
is a different order of savages, as far removed in 
his moral qualities from the people of the other 
quarters of the globe, as he is in his person and 
complexion ; and I am satisfied, that the histoiy 
of this jpeople would form the most instructive 
chapter in the history of man. 

The death of this great leader was the signal 
for the dissolution of the famous confederacy, Dissolution 
which had been formed by the genius of Powha- ^^ thePow- 
tan, and which had been cemented by the coming ^^^^^ ^^^^' 
of the English, and the superior mind of Opechan- 
canough. Having lost their leader, the several tribes 
relapsed into their former state of patriarchal go- 
vernment, which, as being less complex than that 
of federation, was more congenial to their habits 
and principles : Possibly too, there was no war 
chief in their estimation worthy to be the success- 
or of the chief of Pamunkey. The pressure of 
war, and the difficulty of raisingprovisions amongst 
a people, v/hose improvidence never looks beyond 
the moment, were additional motives for this se- 
paration. 
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CHAP. Th e advantages that miglit arise from these cir-* 
j^_Jj^^«- cumstaiices, were immediately discerned by the 
1640. sagacious mind of the governor ; and he lost not 

a moment in improving them to his advantage. 
Peace with For this purpose, overtures of peace and friend- 
^1 the tribes gj^jp^ dictated rather by humanity than a spirit of 
conquest, were separately made to die heads of 
tribes, which, after much caution and interruption, 
were at length accepted and solemnly ratified in 
presence of the commissioners of the colony and 
assemblies of the Indians. 

The termination of this long and destructive 
164J, y^^^ i^{^ ^j^g colony full leisure to attend to object^ 

of internal improvement, and the extension of its 
commerce. The mild administration of sir Wil- 
liam Berkeley, by leaving the people no appre* 
hensions for their freedom, seconded those favor- 
able circumstances. Although the governor was 
warmly attached to the royal cause, he found it 
impracticle to decline the use of popular assem- 
blies* in Virginia. The fate of Hervey was fresh 
in his remembrance, and his conduct was so mo- 



* The following paper is inserted, notwithstanding its style 
is harsh, obscure and strained, because it serves to shew the 
dependence of the government on the people of Virginia, 
and the respect which even sir William Berkeley entertain- 
ed for their opinion : 

A REMONSTRANCE of the GRAND ASSEMBLY. 

Whereas the natural and most wished effects of assem- 
blies may summarily be comprehended, in the ordering and 
enacting good and wholesome laws, &c. ratifying and relie- 
ving such disorders and grievances which are incident to all 
states and republicks, in which considerations this assembly 
may seem to have declined and swerved from those true in- 
tents of so happy constitutions, if their endeavors and decla- 
rations be apprehended, either by a bare view of the laws, 
few in number, and therefore not answering the expectations 
of a meeting exceeding the customary limits of time i^ this 
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delled^ as to be directly the opposite of a man so 
fallen and degraded. With this view, his respect «__. 
to thepopular privileges of the assembly was punc- 1642 

place used, or by comparing the payments and levies now 
imposed much more free in any respect, that in them tho 
grievance of the inhabitants were principally stated. 

It is therefore thought fit by them to present and remon- 
strate to the colony the weighty consequence and benefits re- 
dounding thereto by their late consultations. 

1st. The first is instanced by repealing the act of four 
pounds per poll annually to the governor, which is a benefit 
descending unto us and our posterity, which we acknowledge 
contributed to us by your present governor. 

Next, by abolishing condemnations and censures (presi- 
dential from the time of the coiporation) of the inhabitants 
from the colony's service wherein we may not likewise silence 
the bounty of our present governor, in preferring the publick 
freedom before Jiis particular profit, in which act we may 
also pronounce the inhabitants absolutely to have recorded 
the birth-right of our mother nation, and the remains of the 
late company's oppression, to be quite extinguished. 

Srdly. The near approach which we have made to the 
laws and customs of England in proceedings of tlie court and 
trials of causes. 

4thly. The rules and forms set down for deciding of differ-^ 
ences and debates concerning titles of land or otherwise. 

5thly. The appropriating and accommodating of parishes 
with moats and bounds, that God Almighty may be more du- 
ly served. 

6thly. The treaties and overtures with the governor and 
province of Maryland, requiring time for maturing, and ve- 
ry successful in the bay of Chissopiack. 

Tthly. The settling of peace and friendship with tlie Indif 
ans by mutual capitulations and articles^ agreed and con- 
cluded on in writiogj by many messages and interruptions 
lengthened. 

Sthly. The common grievances relieved and removed in 
assessments, proportioning in some measure payments ac* 
cording to men's abilities and estates, augmented unto tliQ 
wealthier sort by the number of milk kind, and by that re* 
lief afforded to the poorer sortbf the inhabitants,which course^ 
through the strangeness thereof, could not but rec^uire mUPU 
tjine of coptrovertiug and debating. 
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CHAP, tilious and pointed. It is a curious feet, that white 
, ^ ^^' Charles thought it expedient to remove to York,* 
1642. in order to be out of the sight of a parliament he 

feared and detested, sir William Berkeley, who 
had all the prejudices and antipathies of his mas- 
ter, should be cordially co-operating with thecoun- 
cil and house of burgesses, in measures calculated 
to secure the liberties of a colony. But notwith- 
standing this liberality in the general conduct of 
his administration, his political bias would insen- 
sibly betray itself on several minute and subordi- 
nate occasions. 
on«frespec- ^^^^ ^^^^ innovations of Laud, which gave so 
ting religi- niuch offence to the nation and parliament, and his 
on. severe dogmas against the puritans,! were intro- 

duced as the sole rule and guide of ecclesiastical 



9thly. Lastly — The gracious inclination of his majesty c- 
ver ready to our protection, and now more particularly as- 
sured to usj together with the concurrence of a happy parli- 
ment in England, where the greater motives lo us to take 
the opportunity of establishing our liberties and privileges, 
and settling our estates often heretofore assaulted and threat- 
ened, and now lately invaded by the late corporation, and of 
preventing the future designs of monopolizers, contractors, 
preeniptoi's, ever hitherto incessant upon us, not only bereav- 
ing us of all cheerfulness and alacrity, but usurping the be- 
nefit and disposition of our labors, and we apprehend no time 
would be mispent or labor misplaced, in gainmg firm peace 
to ourselves and f)osterity, and a future immunity and ease 
from taxes and impositions, which we expect to be the fruits 
of our endeavorsi and to which end we have thought reason- 
able for us liberally and freely to open our purses, noldoubt-» 
ing but all well affected pei'sons will with all zeal and good 
affection embrace the purchase, and pray to Almighty God 
for the success. 

Given at a grand assembly, at James-Gity, the first of Ju- 
ly, 1642. 

WILLIAM BERIUiLEY. 

* Hume, 

t JSeverlft/y 57. 
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proceedings; and a sanctimonious respect and CHAP, 
reverence for the person and doctrines of this pre- ^ ^^' 
Jate, were commanded under strict penalties. Not 1642. 
the slightest allusion was indulged against royal 
and episcopal authority. About tliis time Stephen 
Reek* was set in the pillory two hours, with a la- 
bel on his back, expressing his offence, fined 50/. 
and imprisoned during pleasure, for saying his 
majesty was at confession with the lord Canterbu- 
ry. None but conformists in the strictest and 
most absolute sense, were permitted to reside in 
the colony, lest they should introduce the hereti- 
cal contagion of their principles. 

The assemblies satisfied with having establish- 
ed their legislative independence, and grateful 
probably to the king for his free and liberal con- 
cessions, seconded the wishes of the governor. 
But however disposed tliey might be to guard 
the purity and freedom of their religion, they were 
averse to the least abatement or diminution of theii* 
political rights, whether it originated in the gover- 
nors or the king ; and nothing, I am apt to think, 
more eminently conduced to preserve them from 
aggression, than their established character for 
courage and intelligence. 

It should not be omitted, that by a law of 1639, 
James- Townf was fixed on as the permanent seat 
of government. The colony was called on by the 
king's letters to grant assistance toHenry lordMal- 
travers, J in settling Carolina ; and on the moti- 
on of captain William Howley,|| who was his lord- 
ship's deputy, an order of council was made to 
that eftect, 

I FIND in the proceedings of this year, another 



* Ancient Records. t Ibidem. 

% Ibidem, \\ Ibidem. 
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CHAP, striking peculiarity in the structure of juries : The 
^^' pannel of a petty jury, on a trial for murder, con- 



1642. sisted of twenty, four men ; another for felony of 

Peculiarity twelve. I have perused with much attention the 
ture ^oT^u' several tracts relative to the history of juries in 
ries. England, and am unable to discover any thing ana- 

logous to these capricious innovations. 

By an act of this year, the expences of burgesses 
Estateofthe were ordered to be levied by monthly courts; and 
late g^ver- [yy j^^ order of the general court, the real and per. 

!!?I^^«* ^f sonal estate of the late ffovemor, were sold for the 
payment ot i-i . i i ^. i . ^ ,.« . 

his debts, payment of his debts, with a reservation of a life in- 
terest in the land, and an exception of some chat- 
tels necessary for his immediate subsistence.*^ 

During this session too, three new counties 
were established.... Accomac, Upper and Lower 
Norfolk ; and a regulation was made, prohibiting 
the sheriffs to compel any person to leave the plan- 
tation on w^hich he resided, for the purpose of 
choosing burgesses. f 
G. Sandys' The session of assembly of diis year exhibits 
company's in a Striking point of view the fortunate effects of 
agent petiti- the seeming liberality of Charles to his person and 
ons for res- cause ; and the ascendancy which the new gover- 
nor was daily gaining by his kind and popular qua- 
lities. It is well known that the colony vras de- 
cidedly averse to the dissolution of the proprieta- 
ry goveniment, and w^ith a generous warmth, re- 
monstrated J against the measure, as impolitic and 



* Ancient Records. t Itidcnt, 

I The Declaration against the Company^ to be entered q» the 
twenty-first act. 
To all christian people to whom these presents shall come 
to be read, heard w uudei'stood, we the governm*, council 
Rnd burgesses of the grand assembly in Virginia, send greet- 
ing in our Loixi God ev(*rlasting : — Whereas George San- 
dys, esq. being appointed agent ibr the colony by the assem* 



loration of 
company. 
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tlticohstitutional. But the extension and securi- ClIAP. 

ty of their rights under the royal government, and 7^ 

the profound tranquility enjoyed mider a governor 1642. 



\Aj l^S€, hath exhibited ^ petition in the name of the adven- 
turers and planters in Virgmia, to the hoiiorable house of 
cbmmoRs in paiiiament in England, for restoring^ the letters 
patent of incoiporaiion to the late treasurer and company, 
mistaking his advice and instructions from the said assembly 
for his so doing, it being neither the meaning nor intent of 
the said assembly or inhabitants here, for to give way foa* 
the introducing of the safd company or any other. 

To which intent and purpose, this grand assembly having 
fully debated and maturely considered the reasons on both 
sides, as \v«il arguing for as against a company, and looking 
back to the times under the company, as also upon the pre- 
sent state of the colony, under his majesty's govemment, 
they fiml the late company in their government intolerable, 
the present comparatively happy, ami that the old corporati- 
on -cannot with any possibility be again int-roduced, without 
absolute ruin and dissolution to the colony, for these reasons 
fbHowing,viz : 

The intolerable calamity of the colony we find proved by 
many illegal proceedings and barbarous torments inflicted 
on divers of his majesty's subjects, in the time of the said 
company's government, all which appear per deposition ta- 
ken at a grand assembly, anno 1632, and is known to divers 
now li^ng in the colony — Also we find the whole tiade of the 
colony, to the general grievance and complaint of the inha- 
bitants^ then and now appearing to us monopolized by the 
said company, inasmuch, that upon the going home of any 
person for his country, it was not free for him to carry with 
him the fruits of his labor for his own comfort and relief, 
but was forced to l>ring it to the magazine of the company, 
and there to exchange it for useless and unprofitable wares* 

The present happiness is exemplified tons by the freedom 
of yearly assemblies, warranted to us by his majesty's gra- 
cious instruction, and the legal trial by juries in all criminal ■ 
cavises and civil, where it shall be demanded, and above all, 
by his majesty's royal encouragement unto us upon all oc- 
ca»i<Mfis, to address ourselves unto him by our humble peti- 
tions, which doth so much distinguish our happiness, from 
that of the former times, that private letters to h'iends were 
rarely admitted passage. 
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CHAP, of soft and insinuating manners, had efifisctcd ^ 
^' entire revolution, on this head. 
1642. It seems that mr. George Sandys,* one of the 

To the third, for introducing the old corporation without 
ruin and dissolution to the colony at present, as a thing not 
possible, we conceive we have these just grounds : 

1st. There can be no right nor property introduced foe 
them without proving the illegality of the king's proceed- 
ings, so that all grants since upon such a foundation, must of 
consequence be and tending to displeasure. We the present 
plantei*s enjoy our lands by immediate grant f:x}m his majes- 
ty. If, as it is argued in their petition, the king had no pow- 
er to grant our possessions, we must give place to their claim, 
which is one invincible argument, (as we conceive) of the 
ruin and dissolution to the colony at present ; when, if their 
pretences take place, we must be ousted of all : And where^ 
as it is alledged, that the charter of orders from the treasu- 
rer and company, anno 1618, gives us claim and right to be 
members of the corpoi*ation, quatsnus planters, we find the 
company by said charters, where members, planters and ad- 
venturers, are considered by themselves, JBc distinguished from 
planters and adventurers, not being members : And we fur- 
ther find ourselves (being the king's grantees) in the said 
charters condemned, the clause plainly pronouncing in these 
words — We do ordain, that all such persons as of their own 
voluntary will and authority shall remove into Virginia,with- 
out any grant from us in a great and general quarter court, in 
writing under our seals, shall be deemed enemie3,as they are 
occupiers of our land, that is to say, of the common land of us 
the said treasurer and company ; much more such granters 
as have their right from an erroneous, as they pretend. 

2cily. That if the company be removed, by which means 
they as aforesaid have leave, and the strength of their own 
charter oforders, publicly in the company to displant us, the 
wiser world we hope will excuse us, if we be weary to depart 
with what (next our lives,) nearest concerns us, which are 
our estates, being the livelihood of ourselves, wives and chil- 
dren, to the courlesey and will of such task masters, from 
whom we have already experienced so much oppression. 

Sdiy. We may not admit of so unnatural a distance as a 
company, will interfere between his majesty and his sul> 
jects, from whose immediate protection we have received s# 
many royal favois and gracious blessings. 

* Ancient Records. 
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colony's agents in England had, in the name of 

the inhabitants, petitioned the parliament to re- 

$tore the treasurer and company. No time could 1642 



For by such admission — 1 st. We shall degenerate from the 
condition of our birth, naturalized under a monarchical go- 
i«mment. and not a popular and tumultuous government, 
depending upon the greatest number of votes of per- 
sons of several humors and dispositions, as this of a company 
must be granted to be, fix>m whose general quarter courts, 
all laws binding the plantei*s here, did and would again issue. 

2dly. We cannot without the natural .breach of duty and 
religion, give up and resign the lands which we had granted 
and hold from the king, upon certain annual rents, fitter, as 
we humbly conceive, if his majesty shall so please, for a 
branch of your own royal stem, than for a company to the 
claim of a coiporation ; for besides our birth, our possessions 
enjoin us as a fealty, without a salva fide allis dominis. We 
conceive, by admission to a company, the freedom of our 
trade (which is the life and blood of a commonwealth) is im- 
peached, for those who, wkh most secret reservation and 
most subtlety, argue for a company, though they pretend to 
submit the government to the king, yet they reserve to the 
corporation property to the land, and power of managing the 
trade ; which word managing, in any sense taken, we can 
no way interpret, than a convertible to monopolizing ; for 
whether in this sense, that all the commodities raised in the 
cotony, shall be parted with, exchanged or vendetl, at such 
rates and prices as they shall set down, or such wares and 
merchandizes as they shall import, or be disposed into their 
magazines, or such bottoms as shall fi'om time to time be 
licensed or ordered by them; or whether in this sense, that 
the planters only shall sell such commodities and in such pro- 
portion as by advice and determination of their quarter courts 
shall be directed ; still the terms and condition of the plan- 
ters are subjected to a moaopoiy, that is to their sole guid- 
ance, governing and managing, with what reason we leave 
to the world to judge : For though we submit in the depth 
of judgment and understanding to such as shall sit at the 
helm, there yet is most possible and indeed very probable, 
that at this distance wise men may mistake, and there is 
more likelihood that such as are acquainted with the clime 
and accidents thereof, may upon better grounds prescribe 
.our advantages, both for quality and quantity of conditions, 
which by the bounty of his majesty we now enjoy by our 
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CHAP, have been nfiore favorable for such an object, if it 
.jgg^^^g^ had been thought (iesirable. The celebrated long 
1642. parliament was now in session, and any petition 

grand assemblies, and in any other way will be destructive 
unto us alceoixling to our possessions. 

Though we noay admit the pretence, that the governmertt 
shall be made good to the king, that is, that the kin^ shall 
nominate and appoint the gpvemor, first, we find it direct!}', 
besides the scope of the past, which insists upon restoring the 
company in all formalities ; next we take it at best but for a 
fallacy and tra>, not of capacity enough to catch men with 
eyes and foresight, for upon a supposition that a governor 
shall be named and appointed by his majesty; yet his depen- 
dance, so fur forth as continuing and displacing, will by rea- 
son of their power and interest in great men tliere, vest in 
them, which necessai*ily brings with it conformity to their 
wills in whatsoever, shall be commanded, which, how perni-. 
cious it will be to the colony, according to our assertion in 
this head, we leave to the ablest jud^ents. 

We the governor, council, and burgesses ' of this present 
grand assembly, having taken into serious considersdion these 
and many other dangerous effects, which must be concomi- 
, , tant in and from a company or corporation, have thought fit 

lo declare, and liereby do declare, for ourselves and all the 
commonalty of this colony, that it was never desired, sought 
after, or endeavored to be sought for, either directly or indi* 
rectiy, by the consent of any grand assembly, or the common 
consent of the people : And we do hereby further declare 
^d testify to all the world, that we will never admit the re-* 
stpring of the said company, or any for or in their liehalfs, 
saving to ourselves herein a most faithful and loyal obedience 
to his sacred majesty, our dread sovereign, whose royal pro* 
tection and allowance, and maintenance of this our just de- 
claration and protestation, we doubt not, according to bis ac* 
customed clemehcy and benignity to his subjects to find: 
And we do fiirther enact, and be it hereby ena<fted and ma- 
nifested, per authority aforesaid, that what person or persons 
whatsoever either is or hereafter shall be any planter or ad- 
venturer, shall go about by any way or means, either directly 
or indirectly, to sue for, advise, assist, abet, countenance or 
contrive the reduction of this colony, to a company or cor* 
poration, or introducing a contract or monopoly uix>n ovir 
persons, lands, or commodities, upon due proof or conviction 
of any of the premises, viz. going about by any way or m^ans 
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Of remonstrance that went to the abridgment of 

disparagement ctf royal authority, was sure of a 

^vorable reception before their tribunaL But 1643. 



to sue for, advise, assist, abet, countenance or contrive the 
reducing this colony to a company or coiporation, or to in- 
troduce a contract or monopoly as aforesaid, upon due con- 
viciion as aforesaid, shall be held and deemed an eiM;my to 
the colony, and shall forfeit his or their whole estate or es* 
tatesthat shall be found within the limits of the colony, the 
one hc»lf shall be and come to ,public uses, the other moiety 
or half to the informer. This act to be in force, and the pe* 
ualty therein contained to extend to all the adventurers and 
planters now residing in the colony, upon the publication 
at James-City, and to all adventurers and planters now in 
England or elsewhere ouL of the limits of the colony, within 
five days after the arrival, of this our said declaration, pro- 
testation and act, within the realm of England. Signed un« 
der our hand ai d seal, with our seal of the colony, at Jumes^ 
City,the first April, in the year of our lord 1643, and the eigh- 
teenth ye^ir of the reign of our sovereign lord king Charles 
over England, &c. The governor, council and btvrgesses of 
this present grand assembly, taking into fserious considerati- 
on the many and weighty business begun in this present 
grand assembly, and which do yet remain unfinished, and 
to prevent all doubts whether the passing of the acts already- 
agreed upon, will not be a determination of this assembly', do 
hen by enact, ar.d by the authority of this present grand as- 
sembly, be it enacted, that notwithstanding the pasiiing and 
enixtiug of divers acts already agreed upon, this presentas- 
?embly slmll be determined, but that it l3e adjourned to tho 
Thursday in Whitsun week, being the second day of Juno 
next coming, at which time and day the whole body of this 
present assembly, consisting of the governor, council, and 
burgesses, shall repair to James-City, then and there to de» 
termine and finish all such matters as shall be found neces- 
;sary to be concluded and enacted, whether in matters alrea- 
dy begun, or in any business that shall then begin or be pro- 
posed, that shall redound to the glory of God, the honor of iiis 
juajestv, and the good of the colony. 

William Beikelty, Francis Wyatt, Samuel Matthews, 
Charles Wormley, William Pierce, Georp;e Manesy, Henry 
Brown, Thomas Pettus^ Richard Bennett^ George LudloWi 

K 
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against it. 



the colony, alive to the impressions of gratitiidr^ 
whijch weak and mistaken as it was on this occa* 
sion, deserves something more than apology, con.- 
sidering the nobleness of its motive, formally dis- 
avowed the act of mr. Sandys, and entreated per- 
mission to remain under a goveniment, which had 
been productive of such prosperity and content. 
The king's* answer to this remonstrance, dat- 



Richard Townsend, John Weale, William Butler, John Up- 
ton, Edward Hill, Thomas Fellows, Obedience Robins, Tho- 
mas Harwood, George Worieigh, Benjamin Harrison, Mat- 
thew Gough, George Hardy, Thomas Dane, James John- 
son, Fran.is Fowler, John Hill, Matthew Chiles, Thomas 
Bernard, Ford Franklin, William Dracker, Edward Wind- 
4iam. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

* CHAHLES R.— Trusty and well beloved, we greet 
you ^el!. Whereas we have received a petition from you 
our goveiTior, council and burgesses of the grand assembly 
ofVirginia, together with a protestation and declaration of 
the first of April, against a petition presented in your names 
io the house of commons in this kingdom, for the restoring 
the letters patent for incorporating of the late treasurer and 
company contrary to your intent and meaning, and again!>t 
all such a« shall go about to alienate you from our immedi- 
ate protection : And whereas by your petition, that we should 
confirm this your declaration and protestation, under our roy- 
al signet, and transmit it to that our colony — these are to 
signify, that your acknowledgment of our grace, bounty and 
favor towards you, and your so earnest desire to continue un- 
der our immediate protection, is very agreeable unto us ; ami 
that as we had not before the least intention to consent to 
the introduction of any company over that our colony, so we 
are by it much confirmed in our resolutions, as thinking it 
unfit to change a form of government wherein (besides ma- 
ny other reasons given, and to begin) our subjects there hav- 
ing had so long experience of it, receive so much content- 
ment and satisfaction — And this our approbation ot your de- 
claration and protestation, we have thought fit to transmit to 
you, under our royal signet. Given at our court at York, 
the 5lh July, 1642. 

Our trustry and well beloved, our governor, council and 
burgesses of the grand assembly in Virginia. 
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cd at York, where he held his court, c\inccs his 

sensibiiity at this proof of grateful affection. The 

encreasing discontents of the nation had of late 1^42. 
made such effusions of respect, both rare and un- ^"PP^^ed 
common amongst Iiis subjects ; and possibly the of^Vir^fnia 
cast of misfortune, with which his life was begin- to the royal 
ning to be tinged, rendered this testimony more cause ac- 
Valuable in his estimation. In truth, his conduct counted for, 
to Virginia by no means entitled him to this gra* 
titude.* To her own intelligence and public spi- 
rit was she solely indebted for whatever advanta- 
ges she had obtained. 

There is strong reason to believe, that religi- 
ous zeal alone, so prevalent at this time through- 
out the empire, was the principal cause of their 
supposed attachment to the king. 

It will be recollected, that a strict conformity f 
to the canons of the church, had from the very 
commencement been enforced in the colony ; and 
that no sectaries had been permitted to setde a- 
mong theni. By these precautions, the influence 
of the puritans was totally excluded. In addition 
to this, shortly after the arrival of sir William 
Berkeley, " to pre\^ent the infection from reach* 
ing this country, they made several laws against 
the puritans, thio' there were as yet none amongst 
them. ''J 

The measures of the patriots in England, they 
saw manifestly tended to a complete alteration, or 
rather abolition of the forms and discipline of that 
church, which they had been accustomed to re- 
vere ; and the puritans, whom they held in abhor- 



• He carefully endeavored to take the merit of having 
granted voluntarily to his people of Virginia, such privileges 
as he foresaw would be extorted from him. 

Mob,Jmericay vol, IV. A 235. 

t See Charters.- } Beverley, fi. 57. 
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CHAP, rence, appeared as the principal agents in this 
^ scheme for the destruction of religion. 

ie42. This, I apprehend, was the principal, if not the 

only, motive for their new-born ardor in favor of 
royalty. Their political attachments were obviously 
on the other side ; and in the career of liberty and 
resistance, they had even anticipated and outstrip- 
ped the pM-Uament. They had the same pointed 
regard for their rights and privileges, as this il- 
lustrious body ; they resisted with equal ardor, 
and for a long time with greater success, the en- 
croachments and the insolence of the crown. Their 
cause was palpably the same, and nothing but the 
infatuation or phrenzy of superstition, could have 
made them separate. 

The mere influence of sir William Berkeley is 
in vain reported to for an explanation of this in- 
consistency. 

In the common forms and civilities of life, his 
personal consideration was doubtiess great ; and the 
qualities of his heart appeared to confirm the pre- 
possession of his manners : But that they would 
have sacrificed any thing so essential, so precious 
in their estimation, as their rights, or the principles 
of freedom, to the graces of a soft and winning: 
exterior, or the weakness of personal attachment^ 
cannot be collected from any part of their history. 
164S. About this time took place the league of per- 

petual confederacy between the colonies of Mas- 
sachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut and New- Ha- 
ven. The idea of this union is stated to have been 
**' familiar to several leading men in the colonies, as 
it was flamed in imitation of the famous bond of 
union among the Dutch provinces, in whose do- 
minions the Brownists had long resided. ^' It was 
stipulated, that the confederates should henceforth 
be distinguished by the name of the United Colo- 
nies gf New- England ; tliat each ^lull remai^ se- 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



VIRGINIA. 77 

pnrate and distinct, and have exclusive jurisdicti- CHAP. 
on within its own territory ; that in every war, of- ^^* .^ 
fensive and defensive, each of the confederates 1^43 
should furnish its quota of men, provisions and 
money, at a rate fixed from time to time, in pro- 
portion to the number of people in each setde- 
ment ; that an assembly, composed of two com- 
missioners from each colony, sliall be held annu- 
ally, with power to deliberate and decide on all 
points of common concern to the confederacy; 
and every deierminadon in which six of their num- 
ber shall concur, shall be binding on the whole. 

This transaction, whobc example was after- 
wards adopted by all th^ coloiies, aiiJ which be- 
came the instrument of effecting one of the most 
extraordinary revolutions recorded in history, al- 
though it seemed to bespeak an authority sove- 
reign and independent, was passed over by the go- 
verning party in England, occupied in weightier 
and more extensive projects than the concerns of 
remote colonies. The religious opinion of the con- 
federates moreover, strongly pleaded in their be- 
half. They were puritans in the strictest sense of 
the term, and it was considered impolitic and un- 
godly by the parliament, to scan too nicely the 
conduct of men whose tenets and religious forms 
so perfectly coincided with their own ; tenets and 
forms, deemed essential to human salvation, and 
the glory and honor of the deity. In return for , 
this indulgence, the people of New- England 
breathed their wishes and prayers for the suc- 
cess of the republic, which faithfully reflected the 
image of their own civil and ecclesiastical estab- 
lishments. 

Connecticut and New-Haven, together with 
Rhode-Island and Providence plantations, were 
founded by emigrants from Massachusetts, be- 
tween the years thirty, five and thirty. seven : But 
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CHAP, of these we shall have to speak more fully when I 
^^' cdme to treat of the French and English colonies,. 
1643. From this time to the surrender of Virginia 

Govern- to the Commonwealth, there is little deserving re- ' 
nient admi- membrance. Deprived of her supplies ; and her 
nistered in trade being interrupted by the civil war, she 
the l^ne^ learned to depend less on others, and more on her- 
self. If little during this time was added to her 
riches, she lost nothing by rapacity or tyranny ; 
•md more attention was paid to those internal sour-^ 
oes of wealth, which, though they add litde to the 
splendor of a nation, consdtute its best defence and 
happiness. Unable from her situation to take an 
active part in the disputes which agitated the mo- 
ther country, Virginia saw the death of the king,, 
the dispersion of his family, and the abolition of 
royalty, with feelings of regret not unmixed with 
wonder, at the boldness andnovelty of tlieirprocee- 
dings : But it does not appear that she took any 
step to open an intercourse with the royal party, or 
thatshe extended any consolation or succor to the 
distresses of the ex iled family. She forbore indeed 
to acknowledge the present government: But this 
might hkve been the e&ct of caution and reserve. 
It was not impossible the royal authority would 
be soon restored ; it was indeed difficult to be- 
lieve, that a government^ which had lasted forages; 
and whose origin was supposed to belittle short 
of divine, should in a moment, as it were, be dis- 
solved and melt away, before the tumultuous 
and capricious proceedings of a violent, and ill- 
concerted rebellion. 
1 64§. During the whole of the civil war, the govern- 

ment continued to be administered in the name (rf 
the king : But this unfortunate prince having at 
length fallen a sacrifice to the just resentment of 
the people, the time approached when Virginia 
was about to submit to the general fete; afate. 
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which, saving her prejudices, could make but CHAP, 
small iteration in her circumstances. ^^' 

Ixisdifficultto readHume'saccountoftheprin- ^^^^^ 
cip^ events of the reign of Charles I. without feel- 
ings of disappointment and indignation. With 
what lightness does he touch the public grievan- 
ces and oppressions : With what casuistry does 
he attempt to gloss the wicked and tyrannical mea- 
sures of the court. How cold and impartial and 
inanimate is his portrait of the brave and generous 
Hambden : What a morbid sensibility does he 
display for the fate of a weak and faithless tyrant. 

Th I s portion of English histoiy aifords a theme 
so noble and interesting, that little beside a ^varm 
heart and an ordinary capacity, were wanting to 
make it kindle into excellence. Through all the 
changes of their manners, notwithstanding they 
often affect to dislike its catastrophe, the English 
look on this period as deservedly the most boast- 
ed chapter in their history. They fondly point 
to ft as the most conspicuous instance amongst 
several others, of their love of liberty and resistance 
to tyrants ; and succeeding patriots have held it up as 
a dread warning to the oppressor, and a wholesome 
lesson to the oppressed. Yet this historian, from 
whose genius so much was to be expected, instead 
of catching the noble ardor from his subject, pal- 
sies and sicklies it by cold-blooded reflections, 
wearing the garb of wisdom, but nothing of her 
ethereal truth or spirit. 

There is unfortunately a sort of theatrical in- 
terest exfcited by the picture of fallen greatness, 
which too frequently misleads the historian. Al- 
most all the ancient and modern tragedies have 
been constracted on this false and unnatural prin- 
ciple. Till very lately, the picture of humble dis- 
Uesscs and simple virtues, has not been thought 
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CHAP, sufficiently dignified to be introduced on the 
^^' stage. 
1649. ^^' Hume should have disdained to ht^ve ad- 

ministered to a false taste, by following this exam- 
ple. The young Virginian will find an admirable 
antidote for the poison of this writer's opir.ions, in 
the account of the same period/by mrs. M'Cawley, 
whose narrative pos^^ebses all those requisites in 
which Hume is deficient, added to a glowing and 
Parliament animated style, sound principles, and reflections 
turn their at ^^ qj^^.^ natural and unsophisticated, 
the colonies '^'^^ parliament having succeeded in establish- 
ing their authority in England, began to turn their 
attention to the remote dependencies of the em- 
pire. They bthtld ^vith indignation the various 
colonies, w hich had been established at the nati- 
: onal cost, either disclaiming their authority, or 

exercising a real independence. It was consider- 
ed as a crime amounting to treason, to resist a 
power, to w hose decisions the nation bowed, and 
whose cause had been sanctioned by successes ; 
and their crime was aggravated by their presump- 
tion and ingratitude : The attachment too, of the 
colonies to the royal cause, now fallen into disre- 
pute and contempt, was an evidence of a base and 
Ordinance besotted spirit, which, in their opinion, could 
of 1651. scarcely be punished with too much severity. 

In this temper, an ordinance was issued, de- 
claring that as the colonies had been settled at the 
cost, and by the people, of England, they are and 
of right ought to be, subordinate to and depen- 
dant on the English commonwealth, and subject 
to such laws and regulations, as are and shall be 
made by parliament ; that in those places the ])ow- 
ers of government had been usurped by persons, 
who had set themselves up in opposition to the 
commonwealth ; who were therefore deaoim'X'd 
as notprious traitors and rebels ; and not only the 
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ships of England, but those also belonging to any CHAP, 
foreign nation, were forbidden to enter the ports ^^' ^ 
of any of the British settlements in America. 165 1. 

This ordinance was immediately followed up 
by measures more suitable to the temper and cha- 
racter of the commonwealth, than mere declarati- 
ons. 

A POWERFUL fleet having on boardaconsi- 
dcrable body of land forces, was dispatched un- ^^^ sent to 
der the command of sir G. Aiskew, to force the reduce the 
colonies to their allegiance.* This armament hav- colonies, 
ing reduced Barbadoes and Antigua, made its ap- 
pearance at length in the bay of Chesapeake, and . 
sutilmblitd the colony to surrender. 

It was fortunate for . sir W. Berkeley, that the 
longduration of the troubles in England, afforded 
him time to prepare for this invasion. The repu- 
tation of Virginia for loyalty, had induced a num- 
ber of the cavaliers to take refuge there, on the 
.death of the king, and the dispersion of their par- 
ty : And these had contributed to fan the flame of 
loyalty among the planters, by their pathetic and 
spirited descriptions of the misfortunes and virtues 
of the royal martyr, and the cruelty, profaneness 
and hypocrisy of his enemies. The population 
of the colony too, owing to a long peace and tlie 
troubled state of the mother country, amounting 
to twenty thoiisandf souls, could furnish a res- 
pectable force against any emergence. 

Those mcans,small if compared with the power Gallant cqn 

of die cnemv, sir William Berkeley, with a cral- ^H?^^ °^ ^*^ 
" ^ o y^ Berkej 

'. , _ hy. ■ ■•■ 

♦ Beverley states, that the squadron which entered the 
Chesapeake, was commanded by captain Dennis. He may 
possibly have been dispatched with a part of the fleet, aftej: 
jhc reduction of Baibadoes. 

t Robertuon — Chalmers, 
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CHAP. ' lantry deserving a better cause, undertook to or- 
> ^^' ganize against the threatened invasion^ of which 
i«* I. he had timely notice, by the declarations of parli- 

ament, and the sailing of the expedition ; and 
when the troops of the commonwealth appeared 
before James- Town, they were astonished to find, 
instead of the immediate and dutiful submission 
they expected, an absolute rejection of their sum- 
mons, accompanied by such ample means of de- 
fence, as they were unable to reconcile with the 
recent establishment, and reputed weakness of the 
colony. 

It happened too, that at the moment the forces 
of the commonwealth made their appearance in the 
Chesapeake, there were several Dutch* ships ly- 
ing off Jaities- Town ; and as the trade with the 
colonies, contrary to the declared interdiction of 
parliament, was attended with considerable dan- 
ger, the ships engaged in this service were cai'd- 
ful to guard against the worst, by mounting can- 
non, and by a sufficient supply of small arms and 
ammunition. 

The commanders and crews of these vessels, 
saw immediately all they had to apprehend from 
this invasion. Not only their cargoes and private 
adventures would become the prey of the conque- 
rors ; but themselves would be dragged into cap- 
tivity, and possibly condemned as pimtes before 
the partial tribunals of the commonwealth. 

It was not difficult to persuade men so circum- 
stanced, what part it became them to act. The 
cargoes of the ships were immediately taken on 
shore c They were filled with men, and moored 
in the most convenient manner, close in with the 
island, with their broadsides towards the enemy. 



• Aacient Records. 
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This line was supported by several pieces of ord- CHAP. 
nance,disposed in the most convenient situations for ^^; 
annojing an invading enemy; and these again were 165 1. 
flanked by a choice body of troops, inured to la- 
bor in the Indian wars, and commanded by the 
governor in person ; who almost as far as the eyo^ 
could reach, covered the eminences that overlooK- 
ed -the river and the creek, whose waters formed 
the peninsula. 

The leaders of the parliament were staggered 
by a military display so unexpected and formida- 
ble. Their provision and stores had experienced 
a considerable diminution, and the health and spi- 
rits of the troops, had suffered by the fatigues 
they had undergone during a long voyage, and 
the spirited resistance of Barbadoes :* And now 
when they hoped to enjoy a repose after their la- 
bors, with the glory of having completed the ob- 
jects of the expedition, their prosp^Qt was clouded 
by new and alarming difficulties. 

In this dilemma, the proud spirit of the com- 
monwealth condesqendea to stoop to accommo- 
dation ; and various overtures were made with the 
view of disarming the vigilance, and palsying the 
ardor of the colonists. These negociations were 
carried on by means of flags of truce ; and a sort 
of friendly intercourse was tolerated rather than 
licenced, during the pauses of hostilities, by both 
parties ; who, notwithstanding the shades of poli- 
tical difference, could not help regarding each o- 
tlier as brothers and countrymen. By this inter- 
course, the circumstances and dispositions of the 
colony became better understood; and it is not to 
be wondered at, if amongst a community so high 
spirited and independent as that of Virginia, there 



♦ Commanded by lord Willoughby, 
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CHAP, should have been found men ready to admire th8 
: ^^- doctrines of a revolution so sublime in its spirit 
t65i . and tendency, although afterwards so abused and 

betrayed by its false and hypocritical professors; 

We are ii;iformed that motives of a nature less 
honorable, had their share in effecting an accom- 
. mod; tion. 

There was on board the Englisli $^et, a con- 
siderable quantity of goods belonging to two mem- 
bers of tlie council, of which the British general 
took care to give those men timely intimation. 
They \\ ere at the same time given to understand, 
that the loss or restoration of the articles in ques- 
tion, rested entirely on the part they should adopt 
in discussing the prbiK)sed accommodation. The 
conditions were perfectly understood; and frorai 
this moment a division arose in the council, which 
by perplexing the deliberations, and alarming thej 
fern t> of tliat body, destroyed the concert essential 
to a spirited defence.^ 

Such is the statement of Beverley, who, not- 
withstanding his manner is in general spiritless 
and uninteresting, appears to have possessed bet- 
ter sources of information than any of the histori- 
ans of Virginia. But if there was in reality any 
such transaction, he has certainly ascribed too 
, much importance to its agency and operation. Had 
the colony been as loyal and united as it is preten- 
td it Avas, it is scarcely credible that two men 
should all at once have effected a change so sud- 
den and extraordinary. A considerable division of 
sentiment, certcunly existed in the colony ; but it 
should be ascribed to the infii^ence of several cau- 
ses; and there is nothing so improbable in the 
supposition, diat the spirit of reforin so prevalent 
throughout the empire, had a considerable shar6 

* Beverley, 
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in producinp^ it. It was conceived too by the pnl- CHAP; 
dent men of both parties, to be little removed from ^^' „ 
insanity to prolong a resistance, which in the end 1651; 
must be hopeless, and which, the longer it was 
protracted, would diminish the prospect of favor- 
able terra§. 

It is not easy to discover whether the great pre- 
parations of the governor, and his gallant defence^ 
had their rise in an expectation of being able to 
repel the invasion, or in the hope of extorting fa- 
vorable terms for the surrender of the colony. In 
either c^se his gallantry entitles him to just com^ 
mendation. Although his influence was not suffi- 
cient to prevent an accommodation> he fpund lit- 
tie difficulty in uniting all parties in the resoluti- 
on to insist on terms the most honorable and libe- 
ral. 1 hese terms having been previously digest*, 
ed, in a grand assembly of the governor, coui^el- 
lors and burgesses, were immediately dispatched 
to the British general^ accompanied by a solemn 
declaration, that unless they were acceded to in 
the mpst absolute and literal sense^ widiout alter- 
ation or qvialification, the colonists were ready to 
suffer the last extremities rather than submit. 

The British commander willingly acceded to 
the terms ; and the following articles of capitula- 
tion were ratified with the usual formalities :... Colony <ia*- 

"Articles for the surrendering of Virginia pitulates. 
to the subjection of the parliament of the com^ 
jnon wealth of England, agreed upon by the ho- 
norable the commissioners of parliament, and the 
hcmorable the council of state :... 

** Fir ST.. .That neither governor nor council 
shall be obliged to take the oath nor engagements 
to the commonwealth of England for one whole 
year, and that neither governor nor council be 
X^ensured for prajing for or speaking well of tht 
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CHAP, king for one whole year in their private houses 

^^' and neighborly conference. 
i6oi. " 2d LY... That there be one sent home at the 

present governor's choice, to give an account to 
his majesty of the surrender of this country, this 
present governor bearing this charge, which is sir 
William Berkeley. 

*' 3d LY... That the present governor, (that is 
sir William Berkeley) and the council, shall have 
leave to sell and dispose of their estates, and trans- 
port themselves whither they please. 

*' 4thly.. .That the governor and council, tho' 
they do not take the engagement for one whole year, 
shall yet have equal free justice in all the courts 
of Virginia, until the expiration of one whole year. 

** 5th LY... That all the governor's and coun- 
cil's lands and houses, and whatever belongs to 
them, be particularly secured and provided for in 
these articles. 

' ** 6THLY...That all debts due to the governor 
by act of assembly, and all debts due to the offi- 
cers made by the assembly, be perfectly made 
good to them ; and that the governor be paid out 
of the goods remaining in the colony of the Dutch 
ship that went away clear for Holland, without pay- 
ing his customs. 

*^ 7THLY...That the governor may have free 
leave to hire a ship in England.or Holland, to car- 
ry away the governor's goods and the council 's^ 
and what he or they have to transfer to England 
or Holland, without any let in any of the state's 
ports, or any molestation by any of the said ships 
at sea, or in any of their rivers or elsewhere, or 
by any ships in the commoawealth of England, 
whatsover. 

" 8THLY...Thatthe captain of the fort be allow- 
ed satisfaction for building his house m the Fort 
island. 
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** §THLY...That all persons that arc now in this CHAP. 
t^olony, (STwhat condition or quality soever, that ^^' 
have served the king here or in England, shall be j^^j 
free from all dangers and punishments whatever ; 
and this article, as all other articles, to be in as clear 
terms, as the learned in the law of terms can ex* 
press. 

" 10THi.Y...Thatthe same instant thecommis- 
sions are resigned, anact of oblivion and indemni- 
ty* be issued out under the hands and seals of the 



♦ An actof indemnitie madeatt the surrender of thecoun- 
tffcy. 

Whereas by the authoritie of the parliament wee the com- 
missioners appointed by the councill of state authorised 
thereto, having brought a ieete and force into James cittie 
in Virginia to reduce that colonie under the obedience of the 
commonwealth of England, and findeing force raised by the 
govemoiu' and countrcy to make opposition against the said 
fleete whereby assured danger appearinge of the ruine and 
destruction of the plantation, for prevention whereof the 
burgesses of all the several plantations being called to ad- 
vise and assist therein, uppon long and serious debate, and 
in sad contemplation of the great miseries and certaine des- 
truction which were soneerely hovering over the whole coun- 
Irey : Wee the said commissioners have thought fit and 
condescended and granted tosigneand confirme under our 
hands, seales and by our oath, articles bearinge date with 
theise presents, and do further declare that by the authoritie 
of the parliament and commonwealth of England derived un- 
to us their commissioners, that according the articles in ge- 
nerall wee have granted an act of indempnitie and oblivion 
to all the inhabitants of this coloney from all words, actions, 
or writings that have been spoken, acted or writt against the 
parliament or commonwealth of England or any other per- 
son from the beginning of the world to this daye. And this 
wee have done that all the in habitants, of the collonie may 
live quietly and securely under the commonwealth of Eng- 
land. And wee do promi;ie that the parliament and com- 
moiivrealth of England shall confirm and make good ail those 
tmnsactJons of ours. Wittnes our hands and seales this I2tlji 
of March 1651. Richard Bennett— Scale. William Clai- 
borne — Scale. Edm. Curtis — Seale. 
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CHAP, commissioners for the parliament, and that no per- 
^^' s(m in any court of justice in Virginia, be questi- 
1651. oned for the opinions given in any court determin- 

ed by them, 

* ' 1 1 T H L Y . . • That the governor and council shall 
have their passes to go away from hence in any 
ship within a year ; and in case they go for Lon- 
don or other places in England, that they or any 
one of them shall be free from any trouble or hind- 
rance of- — —or such like in England, that they may 
follow their occasions for the sp^ce of six months 
after their arrival. 

''These articles are now sealed and sw orn unto 
us by the commissioners for the parliament of the 
commonwealth of England, March 12, 1651." 

*' Ar TicLEsagreed on arid concluded at James- 
Cittie in Virginia for the surrendering and settling 
of the plantation under the obedience and govern- 
ment of the common wealth of England by the 
commissioners of the council of state, by authori- 
ty of the parliament of England and by the grand 
assembly of the govemour, council and burgesses 
of that countrey. 

*' First, it is agreed and insisted that tlie plan- 
tation of Virginia, and all the inhabitants thereof 
shall be and remain in due obedience and subjec- 
tion to the commonwealth of England, according 
to the laws there established, and that this submisr 
sion and subscription bee acknowledged a volun- 
tary act, not forced nor constrained by a conquest 
upon the countrey, and that they shall have and 
enjoy such freedoms and privileges as belong to 
the free borne people of England, and that the for- 
jner government by the commissions and ins'ti*uc- 
tions be void and null. 

*' 2i^y, secondly, that the grand assembly as 
formerly shall convene and transact the afiairs of 
Virjginia wherein nothing is to be acted or donp 
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Conttarife to Ae government of thfe common wealth 

of England and the lawes there established. 

''Sly, That there shall be a full andtotallre- it)5i. 
mission and indeiiipnitie of all acts, words or write- 
ings done or spoken against the parliament of En- 
gland in relation to the same. 

" 4tY, That Virginia shall have and enjoy {he 
antient bounds and limitt< granted by the charter^ 
of thte fot-mer kings, and that we shall ieek a ne\^ 
charter from the parliament to that purjK)se against 
any that intrencht upon the rights thet^of. 

" 5l Y, That all the pattents of land granted un- 
der the colony seal by any of the ptecedfent gov- 
enK)iirs shall be and remaine in full fbf-ce and 
strength. 

^* 6ly, That the priviledge of haveing ffiftie 
acres of land for every person transported in that 
coUonie shall continue as formerly granted. 

" 7ly, That the people of Virginia have free 
trade ats the people of England do enjoy to all pla- 
ces aind with all nations according to th^ lawes of 
that common wealth, and that Virginia shall en- 
joy priviledges equall to the English plantations in 
America. 

**8ly, That Virginia shall be free from all taxes, 
custonrts atnd imposition^ whatsoever, and none to 
be inlpt>sed on them without consent of the grand 
a^seihbly, and soe that neither flbrts nor castles bee 
erected or garrisons mairitained without their con- 
sent. 

** 9ly, That noe charge shall be required from 
this country in respect to thisf present ffleet. 

** IOly, That for the future settlement of tlie 
courttrey in their due obedience, the engagement 
shall be tendered to all the inhabitants according 
to act of parliament made to that purpose, that all 
petsoi^ who shall rcftise to subscribe the said cn- 

M 
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CHAP, gagcmcnt, shall have a ycare's time if they picas© 
^^' to remove themselves and their estates out of Vir- 
\^il. ginia, and in the mean time during the said yeare 

to have equall justice as formerly. 

** llLY, That the use of the book of common 
prayer shall be permitted for one year ensuing 
with referrence to the consent of the major part of 
the parishes, provided that those which relate to 
kingshipp or that government be not usedpub- 
liquely, and the continuance of ministers in their 
places, they not misdemeaning themselves, and 
the payment of their accustomed dues and agree- 
ments made with them respectively, shall be left 
as they now stand dureing this ensucing yeare, 

** 12Ly, That no man's cattell shall be questi- 
oned as the companies, unless such as have been 
entrusted with them or have disposed of them 
without order* 

' *' 13LY,Thatallammunition, powder and armes, 
other than for private use, shall be delivered up* 
securitic being given to make satisfaction for it, 

" 14lt, That allgoods allreadie brought hither 
by the Dutch or others which are now on shoar, 
shall be free from surprizall. 

** 15 LY, That the quitrents granted unto us by 
the late kinge for seven yeares bee confirmed. 

*/ 16ly, That the commissioners for the parli- 
ament subscribeing these articles engage thenr- 
sel ves and the honor of parliament for the full per- 
formance thereof: And that the present gover- 
nour and the councill and the burgesses do like- 
wise subscribe and engage the whole collonie on 
their parts. 

" Richard Bennett, (Scale.) 
. '* Wm. Claiborne, (Scale.) , 
" Edmund Curtis, (Seals.) 
"Theise articles were signed and sealed by 
the commissioners of th$ councill of state for the 
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Commonwealth of England, the twelvcth day of 
March, 1651." 

These terms, the most liberal and ample that iGsi 
ever were procured under similar circumstances, 
will remain an honorable and lasting record of the 
spirit and intelligence of Virginia. It will be seen, 
that the former privileges were secured, and that 
new and important advantages were acquired by 
this capitulation. Private property, and the sacred 
right of speech and opinion were guarded by ex- 
press and pointed stipulations, as well as free trade 
with all nations, so contrary to the former policy 
of England ; an exemption from all customs, tax- 
es, or imposts, castles, forts, or garrisons, but by 
the consent of their own representatives, was urged 
with equal success and admitted. The articles re- 
lating to the Dutch allies and the cavaliers, breath 
the very spirit of military honor and^ood faith. 
The persons and property of these men, so obnox- 
ious to the parliamentary leaders, the one by the 
late assistance to the colony, the other, by their 
attachment to royalty, and their rebellion against 
their authority, were declared to be free from sei- 
sure or examination ; and full time was allowed 
riiem to dispose of their estates, and leave the co- 
lony. ...Nor was sir William Berkeley forgotten 
on this occasion. 

At first view, this appears rather like a contract 
between two sovercigjn and independent states, 
than the return of a revolted colony to its allegi- 
ance ; and what is equally remarkable, all the con* 
ditions are drawn decidedly in favor of the colo- 
ny. They profess indeed, a nominal dependance 
on the parent state ; but in lieu of these empty 
professions, which cost them nothing, they acquir- 
ed ^ real and substantial independence ; and they 
insisted, that this submission should not be consi- 
dered as effected by force, or founded in conquest ; 
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tut was on theiir pjjrt pwrply volvnitary ^^ vinco»- 
strained. 

-These articles pf capitulatiop, ^gr^ed and en- 
tered into between th^ cpipmissipnjey^ of parlia- 
ment and the council of state, do not eipfibrape t^i^ 
noble and enferge^ vi^ws of the gr^nd assembly : 
I'h^y do not stipul^^e for thp absolute security of 
their ^cient rights ; or the free us? of tt^eir reli- 
gion ; much less do they attei^pt to force fironsi i\\^ 
enemy any n^w immMnitJes or privileges ft)F tlip 
great body of thp i>eopl€. Thrir stipulations •^•e 
of i\ patvire alniost entirely personal, and ^X^ strict-, 
ly consonant tp the spirit of aristocracy, and i^ 
prouci [>reiensions of a privileged order. Yet lipt- 
withst^nding this partial ^nd selfish policy, thqy 
exhibit a spivit and restplution, which W^V^ H^Y^V 
exceeded, and they even go Ij^eyond th^ assen^bly 
in s^cm"ii*g the rights, and. privileges of thieit* owi^ 
body. 

These two sepan^te sets of articli^s exhibit per- 
Ijaps the finest contrast vi^hich is to be found i«i 
history between the s$:ilfish a.njd churlish policy of 
aristocrapy, and the enlarged and liberal spirit of 
popular government ; aiid they are i^nserted en- 
tire, changing only th^ prdpr in which they stai^^ 
in the records of the colpny. They are of the s^ift^ 
dates; and no mention is made which of the pa? 
pers is first in the order of time. There is hpw- 
ever internal evidence that the articles of capituja- 
tion between the commissiipn<^rs and thp grand as- 
sembly received the lastfornial and final ar^d defi,- 
nitive ratification ; thpse between the commission* 
ers and[ council being merelv prjelirpinary arrange- 
ments. Under this impression, these papers ap- 
pear in M'hat is conceived their i>atural order-* 



♦ Thc3p aiticlvs prove, that Robertson mistakes wbcpli9 
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Yif R Q I N I A having thus passed out of the hands Cff AP» 
of a rqy^l governinent, experienced a sort of in- amM=a» 
teire^uH), during which time the cammission- iosi. 
crs of parliament and the general a^i^embly were A sort af in,, 
engaged in deliberating qn the pl^ of a prqvi^i. ^^^^^8*^**^- 
pnal government, untjl regular appointments of 
governor aiid counsellors should be made by the 
council pf stat^ in Englsmd. The governor and 
the greyer part of the dd council, disgusted with 
the n^w order of things, had retired to their estates, 
in the count?-y, until an opportunity should offer 
of transpoiting then^selves and tlieir property to 
some other cQuntry, out of the sight and beyond 
the control ot a si^cceasful but detestable usurpa- 
ticwi. Secnifed by the act. of indemnity ; and pos- 
sessing the respect of the people, they expc*ricnced 
none of the mortifications, which follow so violent 
a reverse of fortune. The commissioners with the 
advice of the assembly, administered the govem- 
^let^t according to, former precedents; whilst tl^e 
letter- and spirit of the capitulation were observed 
with a sincerity and good faith, which set at ease 
all fears and suspicions. 

Such is the influence of habit, that the forms. April 30, 
and names of their institutions, were inipatiently i652. 
desired ; and in the following year, no provisioii 
having been as yet made by the commonwealth for 
establishing a government,* it it was unanimous- 



says that sir William Berkeley disdained to make any sti- 
pulations for himself. 

♦ Jai72€S'City, Jfiril 30, 1652. 
AT THE GRAND ASSEMBLY.— After long and seri- 
ous debate and advice for the settling of the government of 
Virginia, it was imanimously voted and concluded by the 
commissioners appointed by the authority of parliament and 
by all the burgesses of tlie several counties and places res- 
pectively, until the farther pleasure of the states be,knpwnjf 
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chap; ly conduded at an assembly composed of the com- 
^, missioners and burgesses of the several counties 

1652. sittingat James-Town, that Richard Bennett should 

Kichard y^ governor during a year, or until the pleasure of 
Pernor. ^^* ^^^ council of state should be known. Captain 
William Claiborne was appointed secretary of 
«tate ; and a council of thirteen was added, to as- 
sist by their advice in the 'administration of gov- 
emment. But so cautious and jealous were the 
representatives in delegating this brief authority, 
that the new servants were expressly commanded 
" to act from time to time, and to have such pow- 
ers and authorities as by the grand assembly shall 
be appointed and granted to their several places.'^ 
1'he territory of Virginia was at this time laid 



that mr. Richard BenneU, esq. be governor for the ensuing 
year, or uruil the next meeting of the assembly, with all the 
just powers and authorities that may belong to the place 
lawfully. And likewise that colonel William Claiborne be 
secretary of state, with all belonging to that office, and is to be 
next in place to the governor, next that of the council of state, 
be as follows, (viz.) captahi John West, colonel Samuel Ma^ 
thews, colonel Mathew Littleton, colonel Argill Ye ardley, co- 
lonel Thomas Pcttiis, colonel Humphrey Riggins, colonel 
George Ludlow, colonel William Barnett, captain Benjamin 
Freeman, captain Thomas Harwood, major William Taylor, 
captain Francis Eppes, and lieutenant colonel Cheesman ; 
and they shall have power to execute and do equal justice to 
all the people and inhabitants of this colony, according to 
such instruction as they have or shall receive from the par- 
liament of England, and accoixlmg to the known law of Eng- 
land, and the acts of assembly here established : And the said 
governor, secretary and council of state, are to have such 
power and authorities, and to act from time to time as by the 
grand assembly shall be appointed and granted to their se- 
veral places respectively for the time aforesaid, of which all 
the people which inhabit or be in this country, are required 
hereby to take notice, and accordingly conform themselves 
thereto. 

God save the commonwealfli of England and this country 
•f Virginia. 
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olf in thirteen* counties, which sent thirty-five 
members of the general assembly, independent of 
l*ancaster, whose representation is not set down. 

In the following year the number of coimtiesf 
was increased to fourteen, and the representatives 
to tliirty-four, including Lancaster, which sent 
two members. 

During thcsessicwi of assembly, a slight va- 
riance took place between the governor and coun- 
cil and the house of burgesses, respecting the 
choice of a speaker: J But this disagreement had 



CHAP. 

1652. 

Number of 

burq^ttses. 

1653. 



Slight Tari* 
ance be- 
tween gove? 
nor and as* 
senibl)r. . 



Names of counties and number of burp^esses returned t» 
the grand assembly, in 1652. 



For Henrico county, 1 

Charles-City county, 2 
James-City county, 6 
Isle-of-Wight county, 4 
Nansemond county, 2 
Lower Norfolk county 4 
Elizabeth-City county 2 



For Warwick county, t 
York county, 3 
Norihamplon county, S 
Northumberland coun- 
ty, 2 
Gloucester county, 2 
Lancaster county. 



The oatli administered to the burgesses. 
You and every of you shall swear upon the Holy Evan- 
gehsts and in the sight of God, to deliver your opinions 
faithfully and honestly, according to your best understand- 
ing and conscience, for the general good and prosperity of 
this country, and every particular member thereof; and to 
do your utmost endeavors to prosecute that without ming- 
ling with it any particular interest of any person or persons 
whatsoever. 

John Corker, Clk. B. IL 

t Number of the burgesses for the general plantations, Ja« 
nuary 5, 1653. 



James-City, 


.4 


Isle-of-Wight, 


3 


Surry, 


2 


Northaptipton, 


3 


Warwick, 


2 


Lancaster, 


2 


Charles-City, 


2 


York, 


4 


Nansemond, 


3 


Northumberland, 


2 


Lower Norfolk, 


2 


Henrico, 


I 


Gloucester, 


2 


Elizabeth-City. 


3 



t Not to encroach upon the right of assemblies in the free 
choice of a speaker, nor to underyalue lieutenant colonel 
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CHAP, its rise in Sentiments of general proptictj^, sutd 
, ,1 ^^' I, was wholly tiniiifluenced by any party cansidem- 
1653. tion. On the other hand, it appears th^t the gt>- 

vemor was considered as the friend bi Vif gima, 
and possessed iji a high degree the public confl- 
dence and respect* Two instances are recorded 
in support of this fact: Edward Gunnell and 
Abraham Read, for disrespectful language con- 
cerning him, were punished in heavy fii^es by th^ 
assembly. From the case of Read, anotlief im- 
pOTfant fact is collected. The act of parliament 
mentioned by all historians of Virginia, which 
prohibited all trade between the colony and fo- 
reigners, was either not received or was disre- 
garded as repugnant to the convention of 1651. 
One of the charges Against Read was, that he hiad 
injuriously uttered in discourse^, '* that ho fo* 
reigners ought to have ti!^e in Virginia, which 
is contrary %o an act of parliament for the encrease 
of navigation, and the articles? granted upon the 
surrender of the colony to the obtditttct of the 
parliament." 

Bt this it -^(mid appear, that the colbny did 
found their rights to a free trade, not only on the 
capitulation of 165 1^ but on the act of navigation 
itself. It is not easy to conceive by what Iqglc 



Chiles, but only by way of advice, it is my opinion, the 
cbtnicil conctrrring iherem, that it is not so pfopiei^ lior so 
convenient to make choice of him, for there is something to 
be agitated in this assembly concerning a ship lately arrived 
in which lieutenant colonel Chiles has some interest, for 
ii^hich, and some oHier reasons, we conceive it better at 
present to make choice of some other person aniong^ yoii| 
whom yo^ shall agfee otj. 

Your i*eal servant, 

RICHARD BENNEtT. 
Such was the fncndTy^ artd- respectful style in which the 
republican gorertKws' addressed assemblies. 
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Aey coiild have reas(»ied thcmselv^ into such & CHAP, 
construction of this act : They certainly however fgsss^^moait 
acted on this opinion. 165 1. 

But a sin^ caee is preserved on the records 
where the penalties for the prohibited trade were 
attempted to be enforced ; and this ij> not entirely- 
satisfactory, inasmuch as the parliament were at 
war with the country of the parties tradingj. The 
decision of the assembly on this case is givai. 

*' Whereas the ship Leopoldus of Dunkirk, 
hath by the grand assembly of this coiihtry been 
adjudged forfeit, and accordingly confiscated ac- 
cording to the act of parliament for increase of na- 
vigation : Now know all men to wloom these pie* 
sents shall come, that we the subscribers by au*. 
thority of the said assembly, do for and in consi- 
deration of the sum of four hundred pounds ster- 
ling, paid by lieutenant colonel Walter Chiles, of 
this colony, for the use of diis colony before the 
sealing aiid delivery thereof, acquit and discharge 
him, give, grant, bargain, sell, assign, and sot 
over the said ship Leopoldus, about the burthen 
of 300 tuns, with her guns, tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, whatsoever bclongeth ca* appertained! to 
the said ship, unto the said lieutenant ccdonel 
Chiles, his heirs and assigns forever; to have 
and to hold the said ship, %vith all her said guns^ 
tackle, and furniture, to him the said Walter 
Chiles^ his heirs and assigns forever, without any 
let, hindrance, molestation, or disturbance of any 
person or persons whatsoever, claiming any right, 
title or interest to the said ship in behalf of this 
colony, or the commonwealth of England, we 
hereby in the behalf of the ffrand assembly war- 
ranting the same unto the said lieutenant colonel 
Walter Chiles, his heirs, executors, administra- 
tors, and assigns. In witness whereof, we have 

N 
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Indians. 



hereunto set our hands ahd seals^ and caused thU 
our act to be registered in the records of thb co- 
lony of Virginia, this l2th July, 1653. 

" RicH'D. BENNETT, (seal) 
'' Wm. WHITBY, Speaker of 
House of Burgesses. 
In prcsentia mea, 
*^ Wm. Clayborn, Sec'ry. 
" George Fletcher, 
" Robert Hubard* 
" John Ct)RKER, Clerk to the Burgesses.** 

It appears at this time that the English settle* 
ments, owing to the rapid increase of population, 
extended close to the Indian frontier, and it hap 
pened not unfrequently in the same county, that 
the institutions of social life, and the rude customs 
of the sav2^ state, were in operation at the same 
time. But although the Virginians and Indians 
appeared at first view as members of the same 
community, no two people could be more sepa- 
rate and removed from each other. 

Th e Indians after the loss of Opecliancanough, 
unable to connect the luiks in the federative chain, 
which used to give concert to their operations, felt 
the hopelessness of war with enemies so superior; 
and in the payment of a few wolf or beaver skins as 
a tribute, they submitted to the shadow of sub- 
mission : subject to a few general regulations of 
mere police, in every thing else they were abso* 
lutely independent, and their affairs were mana- 
ged by their chiefs and elders, according to their 
ancient customs. They disdained to submit to 
the restraints and curbs of established government* 
and they cculd not help despising the English, 
notwithstanding tlieir superior knowledge and im- 
provements, for their tame acquiescence under 
regulations, in their estimation, fitted only for 
slaves. 
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* It is pleasing to record the conduct of the Vir- 
ginians at this period to tliis interesting people. 

Their fears which used to put in motion the sel- I65i, 
fish and malignant passibns, had nearly subsided, 
and their minds once open to the operation of cool 
and honest reflection, they felt the justice and hu- 
manity of rendering their condition easy and se- 
cure. They were the natural lords and proprie^ 
tors of the soil, and it appeared at once repugnant 
to the doctrines of their religion and the principles 
of justice and humanity, to extirpate a race, whose 
only fault was their veneration for their ancient 
customs, and their imconquerable attachment to 
their independence. 

In this spirit an act of assembly was passed as- Humane rt 
agning and securing such lands on York river, §J^fp**^^yJ" 
as he should make choice of, to Totopotomoi, 
the successOT of Opechancanougb ; and captain 
John West and colonel William Hockradine were 
appointed to conduct this chief and his Indians 
in safety to James- Town, where the priHciplcs of 
the treaty were to be adjusted, and to convoy them 
back in safety ..^i^ It was enacted at the same time 
that the commissioners of York and Lancaster 
counties, should imme<Katcly proportion among 
the Indians living in those counties, the several 
tracts assigned them by the act, and that they 
should lay off and assign such places and bounds 
to hunt in, as were most convenient at once few 
the Indians and the inhabitants.! 

Owing to the war between the Pi-ovinces of 
Holland and the Protector, sir William Berkeley 
had not yet been able to depart from Virginia, in 
conformity with the convention of 1651, and he 
became therefore subject to the danger of arrest 
or transportation.. To remove his apprehensions 

* Aacicjit record^. t I^d^m. 

583147 
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CHAP, on this head, an act was passed by the general as* 

, ii/^,; ,1, scmbly, st^ng, ** that as Ihe war between £f^4 

1653 land and Holland had prevented the coniirmatkm 

-Act of as- (rf^the convention of 1631 m England, or the com^ 

Torof sir W ^"^ ^^ * ^^*P ^^ of HoJland ; and the said Willi- 

Bcrkeky. *"^ Berkeley desires a longer time, viz. ei^t 

months from the date hereof, to, procure a ship cM 

of Flanders, in respect of the war with Holland, 

and that he be custom free for such tcAmcco as he 

shall lade in her, it is condescended that his said 

reqi^st shall be granted."* 

The copduct of a governor and council decid- 
edly attached to a commonwe^th, can scarcely he 
too highly admired on this occasion. Perhaps it is 
not too much to say, that no incident daring tlie 
existence of the civil war, was mariied so strong-. 
ly with generosity and good faith. The house of 
burgesses in passing this act had doubtless in view 
the memory oi his foriner mild administration ^d 
engaging manners;, and many of them were pos- 
sibly still attached to the royal cause : But this 
conduct of the governor and council can be astrib- 
td only to the greatest moderatioii, humanity and 
generosity. 
Vd^ B' This year Edward Digues was called to Ae 
called tofhe counciit by the governor during th^ reccas^ awl 
couiicil, ___^ 

* Ancient reconls. ' 
t A literal transcript from the fecerdfe. 
The goVemor has tlwxight fit to call Edward Di^^ to 
be one of the cooncjt^ if the assembly siiall like thereof &^d 
signify their appi-obatibn and concurrence Unrein. 

RICHARD BENNETT, 
' November 22d, 1654. 

It is unanimously consented unto> he having given a sig«» 
ta] ttsiiniony cAhh fidelity to tlie colony, and the common** 
wtailii of England- 

CHARLES NORWOOD, Clerkof AwemWjr. 
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tht ippointment was confirtned bjrthcassdmWfi 
It would seem from this and several other circum- ^^^^^^^^ 
stances, thatVir^nia, under the authwity 4rf die 1654. 
commonweakh, enjoyed a government almost cn- 
tbdy republican. The. governor and council ci 
s^tc wer echoscn by the assembly. It aj^ars too in 
the case of IXigges, that vacancies supplied during 
the recess, required thesamction or cmfirtnationc^ 
tfiat body.... This mode of proceeding continued 
to the laist moments of the commonwealth's author 
Hty ; and so familiar were the people with the 
spirit and habits of freedom, that no evil resulted 
from diis extension of popular privilege. On tht 
contrary, the most profound tranquility^ widi the 
exception of a single riot in the county of North- 
ampton, prevailed throughout the colony.* 

An colder of assembiyf was msAt this year com-> J?"^^^ ^^ 
manding a levy in the counties of Lancaster, Nor*^ ^cxllf Indi- 
thumberiand, and Westmoreland, for the purpose ans. 
of repelling the aggresBions and inroads jof tbt 
Rappahannock Indians* This expediticni, the 
clmrges of which were to be borne by these coun- 
ties, marched under the conduct of general Car- 
ter, to the Rappahannock towns. la dbedience 
to due order ofthse assembly, an attempt was first 



* Ancient records. 

t Novetnber 20th, 1 654.— At an assembly held at James- 
City, the number of th% but*gesse3 fbr each respective coun- 
ty, as foilowetli : 



Ciiarks-City, 


4 


EUzabeth-Cily, 


9 


Gloucester, 


2 


Henrico, 


I 


James-City, 


4 


Isle-of-Wight, 


4 


Lowtir Norfolk, 


2 


Lancaster, 


i 


Northampton, 


3 


Nausemund, 


M 


Northumberland, 


1 


SuiTy, 


2 


Wai-wickf 


2 


Westmoreland, 


2 


York, 


S 


New-Kent, 


1 



The public lw|r this assembly laid as followeth : West- 
moreUnd, Dr. \70 iithable«^ at 26 per poll, is-4420> Sec. 
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CHAP. 
II. 



i6o4. 



made bjr means of interpreters, to procure sa^^ 
faction on peaceable terms. No account has been 
transmitted us of the effect of those overtures, or 
of any subsequent particulars of the expedition* 
But in the following year, the name of Rappahan- 
nock appears on the list of American counties* 
The inference is plain. These Indians, with the 
untamcable spirit which distinguishes this race, 
combated as long as they were able against the su- 
perior discipline and combinations of their ene- 
mies, and were at last forced to retire. The emi* 
gration at first was ia all probability not general : 
For even in the hunter state, there are individu. 
als and families with social feelings and local pre* 
judices. With respect to the Indians, this ob- 
servation is certainly correct ; for to the very last, 
even after the considerable tribes had retired west- 
wardly, several families, and even tribes, linger,, 
cdwith mournful pleasure about the tombs of 
their fathers; and in many, so powerful was 
the force of this sentiment, that in defiance of the 
habits of tlieir life, and the maxims of their poli- 
cy, they determined to re$nain and die on. the 
spot where they were banw 

To hasten as much as possible the emigration 

Digges go- of this people, the commissioners of counties were 
authorised to treat with them for the sale of their 
lands ; and it should not he omitted, that they 
were strictly enjoined to proceed with justice, and 
to procure the consent of the majority of the towns 
or tribes : But it M'as found after a short experi- 
ment, that the carelessness and simplicity of this 
people, were no match for the fraudulent cunning 
of land speculators ; and it was declared that no 
alienation of their lands should in future be consi- 
dered legal, unless sanctioned by an assembly. 
Several other measures were adopted in the same 
humane and beneficent spirit, for improving tbc^ 



Edward 



vernor. 
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in<Mral condition of this pcopk. Withtfiiis view CHAP, 
it was conceived necessary, as a previous step, ^^' 
to withdraw them from the hunter state, and en- 1654. 
Igage them in the more social and comfortable 
pursuit of tillage and husbandry. A cow was fix- 
ed upon as the price of every eight wolves' heads* 
which were brought to the commissioners ; and 
dicy were invited to bring in their children as 
hostages, under a solemn assurance, that they 



* For every eight wolves' heads brought in by the Indians, 
the king or great man (as they call him) shall have a cow 
delivered him at the charge of the public. This will be a 
step to civilize them, and to making them christians. Be- 
«des it will certainly make the commanding Indians watch 
-over their own men, that they do us no injuries, knowing 
that by their default, they may be in danger of losing their 
estates ; Therefore be it enacted as aforesaid, only with this 
exception, that Accomack shall pay for no more than what 
4U'e killed in their own county. 

If the Indians shall bring in any children as gages of their 
good and quiet intentions to us, and amity with us, then the 
parents of such children shall choose the persons to whom 
the care of such children shall be intrusted, and the country 
by us their representatives do engage, that we will not use 
■them as slaves, but do their best to bring them up in Christia- 
nity, civility, and the knowledge of necessary trades. And 
on the report of the commissioners of each respective coun- 
' ty, that those under whose tuition they are, do really intend 
the bettering of the children in those particulars, then a sa*- 
lary shall be allowed to such men as deserve and require it.-— 
What lands the Indians shall be possessed of, by order of 
this or ether ensuing assembly, such land shall not be ali- 
enable by them the Indians, to any man de futuro. For 
this will put us to a continual necessity of allotting them new 
lands and possessions, and they will be always insecure of 
what they held, not being able to distinguish between our de- 
sires to buy, or inforcement to have in any case their grants* 
and sales be desired : Therefore be it enacted, that for the 
future no sucli alienations or bargains and sales be valid, with- 
out the assent of the assembly. This act not to prejiidicc 
any christian who hath land already granted by patent. 
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CHAP, should be carefully instructed in the knowledge 
jggjj^aaB ^^ useful and mechanic arts, and in jmrticular^ 
1654. that they should not be made slaves. 

But these measures were rendered abortive bjt 
their aversion to labor, and their utter careless- 
ness and contempt of property. War and hunt- 
ing were the chief employments of their life, and 
the sources of their amusement and glory. When 
their enemies were vanquished, and a sufficient 
supply was procured by a successful expedition, 
er by the bounty of nature, they resigned them- 
selves wholly to the gratifications of sense. To 
descend from the station of manly toil and honor- 
able indolence, to the drudgery of agriculture, 
where their labors would be severe, unremitting, 
ami inglwious ; when they could no longer hear 
tiie hoarse and warlike notes of the warhoop, the 
shouts of their warriors, and the congratulations 
of their women, was at once so much at war with 
their feelings and judgment, that no inducement 
existed strong enough to effect such a revolution 
in their habits and character. 
Imiption of Whilst the assembly were employed in these 
echahecn ^j^^ ^^ benevolent projects, informati<Mi was re- 
ceived that a body of inland or mountain Indians^ 
to the number of six or seven hundred, had seat* 
ed themselves near the lulls of James river, ap- 
parently with the intention of forming a regular 
setdement. Some movements were at this time 
noticed among the neighboring tribes, which 
seemed to indicate something like a concert and 
correspondence with these strangers; and the 
minds of the colonists always alive to, and appre- 
hensive of, Indian treachery, were unusually 
agitated on this occasion. The place these In- 
dians had made choice of, was another source of 
disquiet. It was strong and difficult of access, 
alike calculated for ofiensive and defensive ope- 
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Nations ; and they recollected the immense trouble CHAP, 
and cxpence that had been incurred in extirpathig 
the tribes which formerly dwelt in that place. At ^654. 
the conclusion of the last peace with the Indians, 
this station was considered so important, that its 
cession was insisted on, as the main pledge and se- 
curity of peace ; and it had hitherto continued un- 
occupied as a sort of barrier to the frontiers in 
that direction. Under all these circumstances, 
they could not see it, v/ithout anxiety, occupied 
by a powerful b^d of hardy warriors, who per^ 
haps were only the advance guard of a more for- 
midable and extensive emigration. 

The measures of the assembly in removing this ^^^\ Jr^^ 
ground of alarm, were prompt and vigorous.* **^* 



• Whereas information hath been received, that many 
western or inland Indians are drawn from the mountains, 
and lately set down near the falls of James river, to the 
number of six or seven hundred, whereby upon many seve- 
ral considerations beini^ had, it is conceived great danger 
might ensue to this colony : This assembly therefore do 
think fit and resolve, that these new come Indians be in no 
sort suffered to seat themselves there, or any place near us, 
It having cost so much blood to expel and extirpate those 
perfidious and treacherous Indians, which were there for- 
merly : It being so apt a place to invade us, and within the 
limits which in a just war were formerly conquered by us, 
and by us reserved at the conclusion of peace with the Indi* 
ans. . 

In pursuance thereof, wherefore, and due respect to our 
own safety, be it enacted by this present grand assen^bly, 
that the two upper counties, under the command of captain 
Edward Hill, do presently send forth a parly of. one hundred 
men at least, and that they shall first endeavor to remove 
the said new come Indians, without making of war, if it may 
be only in case of their own deft-nce : Also strictly requir- 
ing the assistance of all the neighboring Indians to aid them 
to that purpose, as being part of the articles of peace con- 
cluded with us ; and failing therein, to look duly the safety 

o 
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CHAP. One hundred men were dispatched under ' the 
^^jgjj^^ijj^ command of Ed^vard Hill, to dislodge the intra- 
iCij6. ders. His instructions were to use peaceable 

wi h 100 means only, unle. s. compelled by necessity ; and 
me.; to IV. ^^ r^^quire the assistance of all the neighboring In- 
move them. ,. ^ i- ... ^i_ _u- i r i_ i ^ ^ ^ 

dians, accord uig to the articles of the late treaty* 

The governor was at the same time directed to 
send an account of this invasion to Totopotomoi, 
and desite that his influence should be exerted 
iii procuring the immediate co-operation of the 
friendly tribes. 

It is difficult to form any satisfectory conjec- 
ture as to the motives of this extraordinary move- 
ment directly against the stream and tide of emi- 
gration. It was cermiuly a bold step to descend 
into the plain, in the face of an enemy, whose 
power they must have heard of, and which could 
scarcely fail of inspiring astonishment and awe ; and 
to take the place of warlike tribes, whom the skill 
and destructive weapons of the whites liad lately 
exterminated and swept away. 

The scanty materials which the state records 
have preserved of Indian affairs, throw little light 
on this subject. But though they do not present 
this people in all the v^ious relations of peaci^ 
and war, we generally see them in one point of 
view at least ; and are often able by induction, to 
supply a considerable range of incident and re- 
flection. In the second session of assembly, co- 



of all the English of those parts, by firing of their arms, and 
providing ammunition ; and that they have recourse to the 
governor and council for farther directions : And the gover- 
nor and council are desired to send messages to Totopoto- 
n^oi and the Chicka'iominies, and the other Indians, and to 
treat with them as they in their own wisdoms and discreti- 
ons shall think fit. 

It would appear by this act> that the assembly assumed 
the privilege of makmg war. 
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lonel Edward HiH was cashiered, and declared CH\P. 
incapable of holding any office, civil or military, ^^- 
within the colony, for improper conduct in his '656 
expedition against the Richahecrians. We are f^^^^^m^v 
not told whether the offence of Hill was cowar- ^^'* 
dice, or a willful disobedience of the instru( tiorrs 
he had received! There is however reason to l)e^ 
lieve, that he was defeated, and that the Recha- 
hecrians maintained themselves in their position 
at the falls by force ; For the governor and coun- 
cil were directed b% the assembly to make a pea e 
with this people, and they farther directed that the 
monies which were expended for this put pose, 
should be levied on the proper estate of dil' * 

From other sources almost equally authentic, „^!°f^*°'^f 
we learn that the aid demanded of the Indians was Pan.ui key, 
granted withqtit hesitation. Totopotomoi march- joins hi m 
ed at the head of an hui^dred warriors of the tribe ^'^^ •oo 
of Pamunkey, and fell with the greater pa^t of ??!"•. . 
his followers, gallantly fighting in this ob^anate ^ XTtt d X 
and bloody encounter. Toioptito- 

The first session of assembly this year, was nioi slain 
wound up by an act, which furnislies an addition- Pa>niem <tf 



* On a debs^te and consideration of the charge and de- 
fence of colonel Ecjward Iliil, by the general and unaniinous 
vote of both houses^ without any contradiction, he hath been 
found guilty of those crimes; and witnesses there alLdged 
against him ; and for the vindicating themselves from any 
imputation of his crimes and deficiencies, they have order- 
ed, that his present suspension of all offices, military and 
civil, that he hath or may have, continue ; and that he be 
made incapable of all restitutionTbul by an assembly, and 
that he be at the cho^rge of what's already expended in pro- 
curing a peace with the Rechahecrians, and if the governor 
and council shall 5nd any nearer way to effecting thereof, 
that it shall be acted at the said colonel Hill's proper cost 
and charge. 

A literal trai^script from ancient records. 
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CHAP, al confirmation of the intelligence and public spirit 
^^' of the assembly, and the ground which the repre- 
1656. sentative principle was daily gaining in their affcc- 

^^*^? J^^^y tions. It seems that in 1654, an act had passed 
onVf the*' confining the right of suffrage to such as were pos- 
light of suf- Passed of a certain qualification in real or personal 
frage. estate. This privileged class was analogous to 

the free holders in England, nothing more in fact, 
than an aristocracy on a large scale ; the borough 
principle, only more extended. It was discover- 
ed that the admission of this narrow, selfish, and 
illiberal policy, was incompatible with the bold 
principles of the English revolution ; and utterly 
repugnant to the long established usages of Vir- 
ginia: And it was during this session, repealed. 
Some of die arguments used by the advocates of 
repeal, discover themselves in the preamble to 
the act, and they are such as must suggest them- 
selves for ever to the friends of liberty and equa- 
lity ; to all but the vain, unreflecting, or interest- 
ed advocates of orders, privileges, and corpora- 
tions with exclusive rights, honors, and emolu- 
ments. They state, that it ^vas unreasonable 
and UNNATURAL that men, who contibuted to 
the support of government and the defence of the 
pountry, should be deprived of their chartered 
and natural rights, by the very servants whom 
they had chosen to Avatch over their interests arid 
security ; but to whom they never cduld be sup- 
posed as intending to delegate an authority so mis- 
chievaus and extensive. They might have said that 
in a state of nature, and in the sight of God, all men 
were equal, and at the period of the first settlement, 
all the p:a »ters were equally subjectto the president 
and council, the pressure of whose government, 
severe and arbitrary as it was, was felt by all alike ; 
that as their oppressions and grievances were the 
same under an arbitrary government, so were 
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tbeirrigbtsand liberties in 1619, when the right CHAP, 
of the colonists to equal laws and representative ^^' 
government was solemnly proclaimed in Virginia : j"^^ """* 
That to deprive men of rights, which they inhe- 
rited from nature ; which were clearly expressed 
by cliarter ; which were solemnly recognized at 
the grand aera of reform ; and which were sancti- 
oned by almost invariable usage, was an exer- 
tion of authority, so violent and wicked, as to me 
ric die charges of usurpation and tyranny. 

The objections to these arguments are such 
only as arise from avarice or vanity, from igno- 
rance or anabitiorrt It is pretended that states are 
cither commercial, agricultural, or mechanical, 
according to the nature of thei? position, climate, 
and productions ; and that an tuldoubted prepon- 
derance and ascendancy should be assured to that 
description of persons, whose pursuits and pro- 
fessions accord with the natiotial bias and propen- 
sity. But wherever a preference or propensity of 
this nature exists, it will be sure to produce suf- 
ficient inequalities, without the aid of laws. And 
it is die duty of governments, instead of making ' 
inequalities greater, to lessen and correct them. 
According to this doctrine, the rights of man, 
which he inherits from nature, and which con- 
'^duce to his moral improvement, would be the 
rights of merchants and sailors in Holland or Ge- 
noa ; of watch makers in Geneva, and of nobles 
in the monarchies of Europe : But what differ- 
ence does it make to me, whether my liberties are 
torn from me by a conspiracy of merchants, or ar- 
tisans, of nobles, or planters. The injury and in- 
sult are indeed aggravated by the tyranny of men, 
ivlio can pretend to no color of divine right or an- 
cient prescription : Who call themselves my fel- 
low citizens ; who prate of liberty and the repub- 
lic; and who, under cover of hollow and deceit- 
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CHAP, ful expressions of regard for liberty, conceal the 
^^' darkest projects for the depression of the rights of 
1656. ^^^ niany, arid the £^grandizement of their own 

order. 

But is it true that this policy is even expe- 
dient : Is it true that in a popular government, 
it ever can be expedient... It is universally con- 
ceded that this kind of government, although in 
the enthusiasm of liberty and the wide spread o£ 
mind, it posesses resources unknown in monar- 
chies, wants notwithstanding that unity and con- 
centration of executive authority, which enables 
kings to prosecute and accom- Jish the most im- 
portant enterprizes with decision and dispatch. 
To comt>ensate for this defect, it is necessary 
that the resources of freedom, and they are al- 
ways sufficient, should be drawn out. The inte- 
rest of the nation should be obviously and palpa- 
bly the interest of every individual. It should be 
a community of interest, of glory, as well as dan- 
ger. Then it is that the prejudice of local attach- 
ment, backed and confirmed by the moral senti- 
ment of patriotism ; by the sense ot common in- 
terest and danger, and the proud consciousness 
of freedom, atchiipves those miracles of valor, of 
constancy, and disinterestedness of which history 
affords so many examples. I'ben it is that youdi 
and age would step forth unbidden to cleave down 
the crest of invasion. 

But when the rights of a large class of the 
community are taken away by a minority, (w even 
by a majority, how different is the national senti- 
ment at the crisis of invasion, Instead of union 
and courage, there is apprehension and division. 
With what face can the disfranchised be asked to 
take arms : In what language are they to be ad- ^ 
dressed. Shall they be told that liberty is in dan- 
ger.. .they will reply that is none of their concera ; 
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they arc no wise interested in the dispute ; they 

are already daves. The} will scornfuU} tell their 

oppressors to fight their o\vn batdes ; that as they i^se. 
had neither the justice nor liberality to consider 
them as men during peace^ they should not meanly 
have solicited their services in war. Such was the 
language of the Roman people on Mount Aven^- 
tine to the ambassadors of die senate: And had 
tlieir remonstrance bten at ended Co, and the ab^ 
surd distinctions of Plebeian and Patrician been 
extinguished, the energies of an united people had 
probably for ages staid the fall of diat republic. 
This subject is well worth the attention of every 
individual in the state ; but its discussion through 
all, its bearings, would interfere with the unity of 
history. I'he bare recital of tlje act will hold up 
to ftiture degeneracy, the noble principles of the 
founders of Virginia : It will shame the boast- 
ed imprpvements of an age of iUumination^ by the 
Boble and majestic simplicity of our fathers. 

At the second session of assembly during this E. Dirges, 
year, mr. Digges was requested to retain his of- governor, 
fice of governor during his stay in the colony. 
He was appointed in the room of Bennett, who 
had been deputed the colony's agent near the 
Protector, and he was now on the point of pro- 
ceeding to England, in order to support the inte- 
rest of Virginia, conjointly with Bennett and Mat- Matthews, 
diews, the governor elect,* It is a singular cir- f^^^"*^*^ ^ 

• Ordered, that Edward Digges, esq. governor, after the 
expiration of his government, be requested to continue his 
office and retain the reins of govemnnent in hib hands dur» 
ing his abode in the country, and in the interim, colonel Sa- 
muel Matthews, governor elect, to take place next him in 
council. 

Ordered, tliat Edward Digges, esq. after the expiration 
of his government, do in the council take place next uoto - 
colonel John West^ esq* 
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CHAP, cumstance, that the only governors during the ex - 
^^' istence of a government which was imposed by 
^g^g force, should have been all endeared to thecola- 

Diggs,Ben- nists, by their mild and popular qualities, and 
iiett & Mat- should have all been deputed by them to the im- 
thews ap- portant trust of defending their interests and li* 
fonv's^a-^^' ^^^^^s- '^ ^s another singular fact, that these 
gents in En governors were actually in England at the same 
gland. time, and the colony was left without a governor. 
Nor did any inconvenience arise from their ab- 
'* sence. The senior counsellor was empowered 
and directed to discharge the functions of this of- 
fice ; and the habits of the people, and the influ- 
ence of the assembly, secured tlie public tranqui- 
lity. 

There were several'causes which induced Vir- 
ginia to send her most faithful and influential cha- 
racters as their agents at this time to England, 
A dispute respecting boundaries had existed be- 
tween Virginia and Maryland, which was yet un- 
determined, and the discussion of the claim had 
^ beeij productive of considerable uneasiness and 
* expence. Independent of her anxiety to bring this 
dispute to a favorable issue, they were anxious 
to remove from the mind of Cromwell, some un- 
favorable impressions which had been raised by 
her supposed attachment to the royal cause, arid 
her conduct in the late civil war in Maryland. She 
had given refuge to Philip Calvert, governor of 
that province, in the beginning of 1645, when he 
was expelled by an insurrection headed by Clai- 
bourn,* and complaints had been sent home by 
the commissioners of parliament, that she was 



• The same Claibourn against whom an indictment for 
felony had been found by the government of Maryland, in 
1633. 
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still engaged in supporting the Proprietor, against CHAP, 
tlie interests and wishes of the people. Charges »— =^^j|^ 
like these were peculiarly calculated to drawdown I^^^r 
on them th^ displeasure of the Protector, 

The commissioners, with Claiborne at their 
head, were engaged in the holy work of rooting 
out the abominations of popery and prelacy in 
Maryland; and the supposed attempt in Vire:inia, 
to interrupt the work of righteousness, was looked 
on as the instigations of Satan, to retard the estab- 
lishment of God's religion, and the dominion oj 
the Saints. Virginia was sensible of all the daa- 
ger of her situation. The Protector had written 
a severe and menacing reproof to the governor 
and council, against what he termed the presump- 
tion and impiety of this interference, and tiiejr 
were strictly commanded in future to attend sole- 
ly to theirown concerns* The convention of 1 65 1 
was not yet ratified in England, and there was 
just ground of apprehension, that the liberties and 
immunities they had stipulated for with arms in 
their hands, and which had been splenmly ac- 
knowledged by the commissioners of parliament^ 
in tiie name of the commonwealth, would be 
wrested from them by the arts and power of a 
man^ who was every day manifesting his con- 
tempt of the most sacred obligaticais, and his 
aversion to the very principles which he had 
contended with so much zeal and skill to estab- 
lish. It was to counteract the influence of these 
reports^ that Bennett, Digges and Matthews were 
successively* deputed, and afterwards associated 
as agents in England. 



• This day colonel Francis Morryaon was desired by th« 
house to write two letters, one to his bigfaties^ tbe otbcr 

P 
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CHAP^ I f iND by ah order erf" this assembly, tliat sir 
^ ^^' ^ W. Berkeley was still in the colony. Four thou- 
i656. sand five hundred pounds of tobacco in cask, 

were directed to be paid him as the price of his 
house at James- Town, out of the levies in James- 
City county. This order was stated to be in con- 
formity to a previous agreement, althougli the 
clerk had neglected to make the usual entry of the 
transaction. It would appear by these an-ange- 
ments, that he was preparing to fulfil by his de- 
parture, his^ part of the convention of 1651: But 
his extraordinary delay in the colony, under va- 
rious pretexts, as well as the incidents which fol- 
low, afford strong presumption, that he had not 
abandoned the hope of a speedy restoration of roy- 
alty, and that he lingered in the expectation of 
seizing some favorable incident which might con- 
tribute to tliis event. The vigil^it and severe 
government of the Protector, had compelled the 
cavaliers to resort in crouds to Virginia ; and al- 
though tlie deportment of sir W. Berkeley was 
free from suspicion, there is reason to believe 
that a secret correspondence was carried on be- 
tween him and the disaffected. Independent of 
the cavlliers, whose number owing to the causes 
above- mentioned, had become considerable, the 
the proprietors of large tracts of rich lands on the 
seaboard, were probably still attached to a govern- 



to the secretary of state ; and captain Willis to draw up a 
testimonial to the governor. 

A literal transcript from ancient records. 

Every thing in those papers lends to prove, that the whole 
business of government, executive, legislative, and judicial} 
was, in a great measure, executed by tlie house of l)urgebS- 
*:s, or according to theil* wishes, and at their special direc- 
tion. It was only during the recess that the governor and 
council were any thing. 
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ment of greater shew and splendor, than suited CHAP, 
the genius of a republic, and were impatient for "' 
the return of the old regimen, which by affording it»56. 
gieater consequence to wealth, and the vain pride 
of family, would check the familiarity of the vuK 
gar mass, whum they could not help regarding as 
their inferiors. To these several grounds of dis- 
content, all the historians have added the opera- 
tion of other and no less powerful causes. As fore- 
most in this class, the severity of the Protector's 
conduct towards Virginia ; his severe regulations 
respecting commerce.... his jealousy manifested 
in the rapid change of govemoi^s, are taken as 
decided proof of the fears of the usurper and the 
disaffection of die colony. These charges have 
been boldly urged by the partial historians of that 
day ; and their successors, ehher indolent or ig^. 
norant, have continued to repeat them .without 
any variation. It was found less difficult to re- 
ceive, than to refute them. Yet extraordinary a« 
the assertion may appear, they are wholly untrue. 
The government of the Protector, severe, haugh- 
ty, and unaccommodating in the other parts of 
the empire, was scarcely felt in Virginia. The 
ordinance of 1G50, so much insisted on, was dis- 
armed of its severity by the convention of 1651 ; 
a convention which was religiously observed dur- 
ing the existence of the commomvealth* 

The famous act of 1661, for the encrease of 
navigation, as being repugnant to the convention 
of 1651, was not acknowledged in Virginia ; and 
so far is the last charge unfounded, that nqt a sin- 
gle governor was either appointed or removed by 
the Protector. They were all elected by the 
grand assembly, for their patriotism and talents ; 
and they voluntarily consented to a relinquish- 
ment of their offices, in order that they might be 
able to procure more substantial benefits for the 
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colony, by their influence and presence at t!w^ 

court of the Protector. The letter of the assem^ 

.1656. bly to the Protector,* affords the clearest cvi* 



• May it please your highness, 

We could not find a fitter means to represent the condl-r 
tion of this country to your highness, than this worthy per- 
son, Mr. Digges, our late governor, whose occasions callings 
him into England^ "we have instructed him with the state of 
this place as he left it ; wc shall beseech your highness to 
give credit to his relations, which we assure ourselves will 
be faithful, having had many experiences of his candoi' in 
the time of his government, which he hath managed under 
your highness, with so much moderation, prudence, and 
justice, that we should be much larger in expressing this 
truth, but that we fear to have already too much trespassed, 
by interrupting your highness's most serious thoughts iti 
greater affairs than what can concern your highn^s's most 
humble, most devoted servanta.-^Dated from the assemblf- 
of Virginia, 15th December, 1656. * ^ 

Superscribed, 
•^ For his Highness the Lord Protector. 

Does this look as if mr. Digges had been recalled. 
Right honorable. 

Though we arc persons so remote from you, we havo^ 
heard so honorable a character of your worth, that wc Can-* 
not make a second choice, without erring, of one so fit and 
proper as yourself, to make oiu* addresses to his highness 
the lord protector. Our desit^s we have intrusted to that 
worthy gentleman mr. Digges, our late governor ; we shall 
desire you would please to give him access to you, and by 
your highness. And as We promise, you will find nothing 
but worth in him, so we are confident he will undertake for 
us, that we are a people not alto^ther ungrateful, but wiU 
find shortly a nearer way than by saying so, to express real- 
ly how much we esteem the honor of your patronage, which 
is both the hopes and ambition of your very hunible, an4 
then obliged servants. 

From the assembly of Virginia, 15th Dec. 1656. 
Superscribed, 

To the right honorable John Thurlow, 
Secretary of State. 

, Honored sir, 

I am commanded by this present assembly, now sitting^, 

N 
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dence that Diggcs was not recalled by Cromwell; CHAP. 
and the language of the assembly's instructions* ^^' 
to Digges, I re vious to his departure, is equally 1656. 
decided as to the estimation in which the repub- 
lican governors were held by that body, **Yoa 
are to join yourselves (say they) to our friends, co- 



to certify you, that they having taken into their considera- 
tion that the difiertnce of bounds between Virginia and Ma- 
ry land, hath been in long dispute, and yet as far hx>m de- 
te'miination as at first : It is therefore their unanimous de- 
pirc, that you desist from all manner of farther proceeding 
in the same, until further order from the country. This, 
sir, is Uie sum of what I am enjoined from them to let you 
know, besides their thanks and my obligation in paiticular, 
. which obliges me to subscribe myself, your very humbk 
/Krrvant, , 

FRANCIS MORRYSON. 
Superscribed, 
To Colonel Samuel Matthews. 

• Instructions for the Honorable Edward Diggcs. 
Upon your fii'st arrival, you are desired to make your first 
uddresses to the right honorable John Thurbow, secretary 
of state, and after delivery of the country's letters, by his 
means to get address to his royal highness the lord Protec- 
tor. You are to assure his highness, that accoMing to his 
letter we have not interested ourselves in the business be- 
twixt Maryland— and have been unconcerned in their quar- 
rel from the beginning until this time, and so shall continue 
according to his highness's direction in that letter. You are 
desired to join yourself with our friends colonel Matthews 
and mr. Bennett, and to treat with the most considerable 
merchants that use this trade, and to let them know how 
much this assembly hath end;:avored to lessen the quaniity 
and mend the quaHty of tobucco; to see what they will do 
towards it, therefore without the endeavor be reciprocal, 
^ve shall hardly mend the commodities without they mend 
the price, for if wc once find that good and bad is all one as 
in respect to us, we shall ceitainly make that which is made 
with most ease. Of these transactions and the success of 
them, you are desired to ^ive the country an account by the 
&'st ships next year. 
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CHAP, lonel Matthews and mr. Bennett, and of the sue- 
^^' sess of your transactions you are desired to give 
1646. the country an account by the first ships V 

Of the transactions from this period to the res- 
toration, there is an entire chasm in the records. 
Beverley* and Robertson, I know not on what au- 
thority, state that on the death of Matthews, the 
people whose resentment was highly enflamed by 
the commercial restraints imposed by the com- " 
mon wealth, repaired to the retreat of sir W. Berke- 
ley, and with loud acclamations proclaimed him 
governor. That on his refusing to act under an 
usurped authority, they boldly threw off all allegi- 
ance to the Protector, and proclaimed Charles II. 
king of England, France, Ireland, and Virginia, 
some time before the king was restored in England. 
So rests the account, unsupported by 'a single 
authority. 

It is certainly matter of surprise, that the events 



* Notwithstanding this act of navigation, (says this his 
torian) the Protector never thought the plantations enough 
secured ; but frequently changed their governors to prevent 
their intriguing with the people. So that during the time 
of the usurpation, they had no less than three governors, 
namely, Digges, Bennett, and Matthews, /i. bo. This ac- 
count is copied by Dr. Robertson. There is unquestionable 
evidence on face of the records, that Bennett was chosen by 
the grand assembly; that Digges was called to the council 
during the recess by the governor ; that the appointment was 
approved by the assembly ; that Digges was chosen gover- 
nor — that he was afterwards deputed the colony's agent con- 
jointly with Bennett ; that Matthews was elected to succeed 
Lim, but that Digges was requested by the assembly to act 
as governor during his residence in the colony. There is 
also clear proof that the colony, during the existence of the 
common wealth, exercised all the rights of real independence. 
It was fashionable to cry out against the commonwealth and 
the Protector, and these facts have tlierefore been wholly 
lost to history. 
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of an aera so important in the history of Virginia, CHAP, 
should have beien either wholly unknown, or 
grossly misrepresented by our historians. - 1^56. 

The rag€ of royalty at the time of the restora- 
tion, and the policy of .Charles, would naturally 
endeavor to render odious the acts of the common- 
wealth and the administration of Cromwell ; but 
the memory of the principal events was preserved 
ill the English state papers and the records of this 
state, and it is not easy to assign any cause for 
tliis malancholy ignorance or perversion of facts, 
except the want of historical impartiality , the weak- 
ness of party attachment, or the want of sufficient 
industry and application. 

The gross ignorance of the transactions down 
to this year, of which 1 have complete evidence 
before me, renders their account of the succeed- 
ing events, of which I know scarce any thing, 
justly suspected. We are not informed how or 
at what time, was effected the sudden and miracu- 
lous conversion of the colonists from sturdy re- 
publicanism to submissive loyalty.* It is stated 
to have happened previous to the restoration of 
Charles : But they do not tell us the day, the 
month, or even the year.... They forbear to ex- 
plain whether the appointment of sir W. Berke- 
ley took place in the usual manner, by the grand 
assembly, or by tlie tumultuary proceedings of ai 
mob. They tell us indeed, that before he would 
consent to accept the reins of government, he 
made them promise to throw off their allegiance 
to the common wealtli, and declare for Charles. 
If such a proposition had been made to an assem- 
bly, composed of cavaliers and rich land holders, 
it is sufficiently credible. But I am satisfied that 
sir W. Berkeley received his authorisy from a 
tumultuous assemblage of cavaliers and aristo- 
crats, without the agency of the assembly. He 
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aftenvards indeed iissued ^vrits for convening that 
body in the name of the king ; but the assembly^ 
prorogued by the fears of the governor, did not 
meet until the following year, after Charles had 
been proclaimed in England. 

Whilst I am writing, facts are continually 
crouding on me in support of this statement, and 
what at first was only conjecture founded on pro- 
bability, 'is every moment becoming conviction. 

I ADVANCE with little apprehension of seeing 
my opinions refuted, that the government of the 
English commonwealth was mild and liberal, and 
even popular in Virginia ; tliat the privileges and 
liberties of the colonists w ere considerably enlarg- 
ed during this period : That neither the ordi^ 
nance of 1650, nor the act of 1651, took effect in 
Virginia. And although the records of the colo- 
ny are too imperfect to justify a positive declara- 
tion, there are sufficient reasons to believe, that 
the appointment of sir W. Berkeley in 1659 or 
1660, was the work of a mob ; and never did re- 
ceive the sanction of the representatives of the 



people, until Charles II. 
throne.* 



was firhily seated on the 



* It weighs as a strong objection against this opinion, that 
Morryson the speaker, and several other conspicuous mem- 
bers of >he house of burgesses, and the council, during the 
commonwealth, were active and influential loyalists after the 
restoration. This would seem to infer that they attoned for 
their forced submission to the commonwealth, by ejecting 
eir \V, Berkeley and proclaiming the king. 
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WHILST tlie Virginians waited witji fearful 

solicitude the issue of their revolt, authentic infor- 

mation was received that Charles IL had been i6fti. 
proclaimed with acclamations in England ; and SirWilliaai 
their minds, astonished at the boldness of the ac^ Berkeley, 
tion they had performed, and held in suspense by 
well grounded fears of the power and indigna- 
tion of their enemies, gave themselves up to the 
most unbounded joy. Their former danger was 
now recollected with delight, as the surest test of 
their glory : And their exultation was mingled 
with a proud sense of their services, and the be. 
nefits diey had conferred on the kiag and mo« 
narchy. 

In this temper, the representativbs of the people^ 
who had been summoned to meet in 1660, and 
whose meeting was, by the governor prorogued ^^^^.^ ^^ 
to this year, convened at James- Town. Nothing 
but professions of loyalty and responses to the na- 
tional joy were heard amongst dicm. The first 
object of their attention, was a legislative digest 
of their legal code, with the view, according to 
their declan^tion, to repeal and expunge all unne- 
cessary acts, and chiefly such as might *' keep in 
memory their forced deviation from his majesty's 
obedience." It is not a little amusing to observe 
this coyness, tliis affected antipathy to the name 
and shadow of the republic, in men, who a little 
before addressed Cromwell in terms of the most 
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CHAP, exalted respect and attachment. History furnish^ 
gjj_Jl^r^ es a thousand instances of such new bqrn zeal and 
1661, well feigned loyalty: But however they n\ay im- 

pose on the objects of their flatteiy, they are stript 
of their disguise before the impartial tribunal of 
posterity. 

Charles had scarcely ascended tht throne 
when he transmitted to sir W. Berkeley, a new 
commission as governor of Virginia, with per- 
smission ta retiira to England, aiid appoint a de- 
puty in hi^ absence. To this was added a body 
of instructions after bis arrival in Kngkmd, which 
2» unfolding the policy of the court, and the man^ 
uer&of the times, may not be unworthy the no- 
* lice of history. 

The first article recommended the dutieaof rew 
ligion, the use of the book of common prayer; 
(he decent repairs of churches, and a ccwnpetent 
provision for conforining ministers. For this 
purpose a convenient |iouse, with a glebe of an 
j^uruired acres for the exercise of their industry, 
were directed to be assigned them^ together with 
a liberal maintenance to be furnished out of the 
fruits, and productions of the earth, and the lab«M^ 
of the planters, 

Sir W. Berkelqr was instructed to^ummon an 
a^embly a month after his arrival in Virginia, or 
sooner, according to the usage of the colony, and 
to declare a general act of indemnity in the r me of 
the king, with tht exception of such as were con- 
cerned in the death of his father, and provided 
that all laws and orders made during tlie late re- 
bellion, and which were dero^tpry to the respec^ 
and obedience which subjects owe to tlieir sove- 
reign, were r^)ealed. New. England was pro* 
posed as an evidence of the value and impcwtanc^ 
ol towns and seaports, and sir W. Berkeley wasi 
f equested to set an example to die people of liis 
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government, by erecting a house for himself at CHAP. 
James- Tdwn, and to advise the members of the ,, ^^ i l'm rg 
council to reside atth^t place.,. .The attention of i66i. 
the government was next directed to netv and co- 
pious sources of we^h in the production of silk, 
flax, pitch, hemp, and pot-ash. As a more par- 
tseular inducement to the colonists to attend lo 
this advice, the king took occasicMi to mention, 
that hQ had worn some of the silk of Virginia, 
which he found not inferior to that raised in other 
countries. This article is jwobably the ground 
of the tradition mentioned by Beverley, that the 
king had worn a robe of Virginia silk at his co- 
ron£d(ion. 

The next advises a correspondence with Ma- 
inland, for the purpose of raising the price of to- 
bacco^ by devising some means of diminishing 
the quantity and improving its quality. The two 
shillings per hogshead on tobacco imposed by for- 
mer assemblies, wa$ confirmed, and from this re- 
Venue, and the one shilling per tompprt duty on 
shipping, one thousand pounds were directed to 
be applied as a salary for the governor. The in- 
[Ructions concluded with the offer of royal assist- 
ance for the establishment of an iron work, and 
with some advice respecting the civil and impar- 
tial administration of justice, for which purpose 
a commission of oyer and terminer was granted, 
and an offer made to send over able judges, pro- ' 
vided they were thought necessary, and compe- 
tent salaries should be assigned by the assembly. 

These instructions were immediately trans- 
mitted by sir W. Berkeley to his deputy in Vir- 
ginia, and were taken as the guide of the revised 
code, which the assembly was digesting under his 
inspection. The new acts were little more than 
transcripts of the instructions, and whereven there 
i^ any departure from th^m it arises solely from 
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CHAP, the belief, that the object was in itself impractica- 
^^^' > ble or inconsistent with the long established usa^ 
1661. ges and habits of the people. 

In the latter part of this year, sir W. Berkeley 
arrived in the colony, and gave the (ionstitutionai 
assent to the new code. But it was not enough 
to legislate respecting objects of speculative im- 
provement. The new acts proposed rewards itu 
deed, for successful experiments in the several 
branches ot commerce and manufactures advised 
by the king ; and modes were pointed out for car- 
rying into effect the king's intentions respecting 
towns : But to divert the labors and commerce 
of an infant colony from their usual channels, is 
a project attended with serious difficulties ; and 
nothing less than the' example of a governor so 
respected for liis virtues, could have induced the 
colonies to venture on these new and untried spe- 
culations. 

Sir W. Berkeley built a handsome house at 
James- Tow^^ and the members of the council, 
and some of the most considerable traders and 
planters followed his example. Others were built 
at the charge of the several counties, and James- 
Town, a name celebrated as being the first Eng- 
lish settlement in America, the theatre of Smith's 
exploits, and the romantic tenderness and com- 
passion ot Pocahontas, began rapidly to assume 
the appearance of a handsome village ; whilst the 
meetings of the council and assembly, and the at- 
tendance of suitors from all parts of the colony to 
the general and appellate courts ; and the hurry of 
sailors lading and unlading, gave it a bustle and 
tumult beyond what was to be expected from its 
appearance and extent. 

But the present rage for towns was rather an 
impulse than a constant and steady passion. The 
planters anc^. traders lived in general, dispersed 
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alcmg the banks of navigaWe rivei*«, and they CHAP, 
found it ndore convenient that commerce should . 

be brought to' their doors, than that they should 1663 
break up their establishments and remove to 
distant and unwholesome marts. This change 
would moreover be attended with a diminution 
of their consequence. Instead of the proprietors 
of extensive tracts exhibiting die pomp and hos- 
pitality of ancient barons, they would be cut dovp^n 
to the size of other men, and mortified by the in- 
sulting competition and rivalry of clerks and tra- 
ders. They had no objection 'tis true to towns: 
The king had advocated the projeet, and they 
were no doubt beneficial. They had no objecti^ 
on to their being filled with the agents and re- 
. tailers of commerce : But they could not think of 
tearing asunder the ligaments that were so twined 
round their habits, their feelings, and affections 
through any motives of complaisance or loyalty. 

Notwithstanding these scruples, there was 
one measure, which alone was wanting to ensure 
success to the wishes of the king ; the establish- 
ment of ports of entry, by confining navigation to 
certain places, must inevitably have produced 
this effect, and such a regulation was actually 
adopted with respect to the James river ships- But 
, even here, the measure was defeated by the want 
of activity and integrity in the officers. The ships 
after being entered at the custom house, were per- 
mitted to trade to all parts of the river : The con- 
sequence of this neglect was, that the town, de- 
prived of the privilege of an exclusive market, was 
felling fast into neglect ; and the houses, which 
had been erected at the public expence, were 
obliged to be rented to the keepers of ale houses 
and ordinaries, and that class of petty retail tra- 
ders, who are invariably to be found in the wake 
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df navigation, the cotmtant companiotis <^sea Itf «. 

_^^^^_^^ ing Jpeople. 

J 663. But whilst Ae government was engaged iff 

these plans of imt^ovem^it ; and tt^ hopes of sdl 
were raised by the prospects o£ wealth and the as^^^ 
surance of freedom^ they heard widi the deepest 
surprise and'concem the re^enaction of then*-* 
vigation law by the British parliamoit^ fortified 
with new penalties, and armed with fresh proht^ 
bitions. Where they expected to meet, not mere* 
ly justice, but rewards and honors, to find oi^ 
sevei^ity and impositicm^ afibrdcd them the deep<* 
est mortification, and it was resolved to remon- 
strate against the act as highly oppressive, if not 
destructive of the commerce of the colony* lu 
this measure there was the most cordial co^ope^. 
ration of all the members of the government. But 
with the British parliament,- ai^ even the king'^ 
the good or bad fortune <if the colony Were re* 
garded as utterly beneath consideration, when 
the interest of the parent state was in cpiiestion ^ 
and so far was he from affording the relief whieii 
had been demanded, that all his infttience and that 
of his ministers were employed in giving force to 
the statute. 

Very early it had been the fashion to soppo$e> 
that the colonists by emigrating^ bad lost a 
portion of their dignity, airi that at best they 
should be regarded only as an inferior order <tf 
Englishmen, whose duty it was to labor hr the 
advancement and glory of the nation. 

The Virginians, disappointed in their expec- 
tations of relief from this quarter, conmieneed a 
considerable contraband trade with foreigners, par- 
ticularly with the Dutch settled at Hudson's river j 
and it was prosecuted with considerable vivacity, 
notwithstanding tli^ heavy penalties of the act, 
and the vigilance of the collectors. The act it- 
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m^t bcbg manifestly a grievance, and all the CHAP. 

branches of the govenunent having concurred in ^ I}} ' 

the prayer for its repeal, the office of an informer i^oi. 
wouM probably be regarded ai odious and con- 
temptible, and the government would connive at 
the irregularities of a trade, which was consider^ 
ed essential to the prosperity of the people. 

Y£t notwithstanding the general diss^robati- 
on of those restrictions, it would sometimes hap^* 
pen that the vigilance or rapacity of revenue om-- 
cers, would demand the prosecution and punish-^ 
ment <rf commercial offenders ; and a considera- 
ble degree c^irritation was kept alive, which be- 
ing fed by the decay of trade a^d the public dis- 
tress, augured at no distant period some violent 
intemipticm to the tranquility of society. 

This year Virginia full of loyalty to a gover- 
nor, who notwithstanding his mildness and hu- 
manity on other occasions, had adopted the re- 
ligious and pditical intolerance of his sovereign, 
began to put in force the laws* enacted against 
sectaries and non-conformists. 

The Quakersf a sect, whose enthusiasm im- 
pelled them to encounter the greatest dangers with 
the most unexampled patience in defence of their 
tenets, began at this time to attract the attention 
©f government. They had braved with the zeal 
of martyrs, the furious anathemas of Laud, and the 
deeper and more destructive ianaticism of Crom- 
well. 



* In 1642. 

t The Tiolent enthusmsm of this sect, like HI high pa»^ 
alons, being too strong for the weak nerves to suatain, threw 
the preachers into convulsions and shakings, and distorti- 
^ns in their limbs ; and tliey thence received the name at 
Quakers. 

R 
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: Attache]) t9o no party, dlsdaunbig ta mingte 
, in the petty and li nitecb scb»nes of baman poli« 
166S. cy, they openly declared war against aH exBsdaig 

instituticmst asLkmpositifi»is-on the luidierstaiidxng 
of inan, and usurpations o£ the just power and t 
authority of God. But their only weapons wem 
the plainness^ of their dt^ss^ 2tnd! manners, the sami^ 
tity of their private lives,, and the bobfrphfla:iZ]r 
of theiiT discoorses. 

TttBEa superior sanctity exoited fivsts, tkiA ewu 
vy, and afterwaids, the perseouldon d^ the^ Qthep 
sects : But aft^ iiuiumerable fruidess attiempts 
to vanquish, their patience and subdue theiit spi- 
rit, ti^y were peimiited by connivance ix> ex:- 
ercise a reUgion^ which wholly divested of th« 
external splendor of ceremonies^ whicb catxsht tho 
imag^ations and inter^t the passions,, vioss sup- 
posed to be little calculated todistaidi^ liir estab^ 
tished aiitilorit^. 

Iw is^not a little curious to obsem^e the \^sibh» 
abatement^ which time produces^int the? zesd of the 
various sects of religion;. At the outset^ itis^ne^ 
eessaiiy^ to make a> strong- impression^ afnd e&dt 
bums and: flamesiwithi the farvor o£religtbus>ex« 
tacy : But it is- not in« nature^ that a: paroxism* so 
violent should) for any considerable time besup* 
ported; at this fever height, and they all natumlly 
descend to the tmnperate point of tiier thermomew 
tcr. 

The cM*igin of this interesting sect was marked 
by a thousand extravagancies* equally repugnant 
to decency and good sense : But as soon as the 
persecutions against them began to abate ; and 
their passions were alUwed to cool j their deport, 
mcnt immediately assumed that meek, benevo. 



; Hume's Eng. v&l. V./^ S87. 
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J^rit, and decent appearance, which has ever since 

"oondnued to distinguish them. 

It was -expected that the colonies in the new 1665, 
world, toterably free from die influenoe of the hi- 
erarchy, and the presence and pretensions of pii- 
Tileged orders, would afibrd a theatre more con- 
^genial with the equality and fratermty so dear lo 
tliem, and the blunt and unceremonious plainness 
«i their manners ; and they had lately in consider- 
able numbers emigrated to Virginia, Mar} land, 
mnd the New- England colonies. 

Their reception in these several places proves 
how little analogy i^ to be relied on in calculating 
Ae conduct of man. In the republican colonies 
rf New. England, where their republican manners 
and principles might be supposed to beget a sym- 
pathy for their distresses, they were immediatrly 
tegarded as the instruments of the prince of dark- 
ness, and the whole vengeance of the law was let 
loose upcm them, hi Maryland where the gover- 
nor and a majority of the people were papists and 
roysdists, a religion and government, whose spirk 
is thought to be hostile to liberty, and averse to 
toleration, they were immediately haUed as bro- 
Aers, and admitted to all the rights of freemen* 
Virginia chose a middle course, alike removed 
from the generous policy of Maryland and the in,, 
tolerant bigotry of New- England: They were 
excluded from the rights of eitizens^ and exposed 
to the superintending controul of magistrates and 
8heri& : They were the objects of unmerited 
contempt and the victims of subaltern persecution 
and anoyance ; but there is not a single case of ca- 
pital punishment, and scsffceLy (Mie of any violent 
^eutnrge committed against them on account of 
tiieir opinions. 
During the present session of assembly on the 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 




tSSt HISTORY OF 

informatiw of John Hill,* shcritfcf lower Nor- 
folk, John Porter, on« of the burgesses of the 
same county, was charged " witli being lovir^ to 
the Quakers, and attending their meetings.'* His 
defence was short, but at the same time honest* 
legal, and manly. He cpnfesscd tlmt lie was 
wdl disposed to that sect, whose mild doctrines 
and practical virtues justified his attachment : But 
conceived that part of the charge which declared 
his attendance at their meetings not to be proved 
with that clearness and certainty which me law 
requires. The assembly appeared to be sensible 
of the force of this observation, and jwoceeded to 
tender him the oaths of allegiance and supre- 
macy^ and expelled him on his refusing to take 
them. 

In this transaction, there is nothing violent oi; 
extraordinary. In all representative bodies^ there 
are rules of order and f(Mrms of proceeding, to 
which the strictest obedience is exacted fronat 
tUeir members; and we should rather ascribe the 
expulsion of Porter to his refiisal to conibrm to 
these regulations, than to the accusation of Hill. 

The encouragement aflforded to commerce and 
manufactures, appears to have been attended ^ 



♦ Whereas mr. John Hill, high sheriffof lower Norfolk 
«ounty, hath rept-esented to the house, that mr. John Por- 
ter, one of the burgesses . of that county, was loving to the 
Quakers, an^ stood well affected towards them, and halk 
bten and wa^ so far anabaptist as to be against the baptism 
of children — upon which representation the said Porter con- 
fessed himself to have been and to be well affected to the Quk<^ 
kers ; but conceived his being at their meeting not to be 
proved ; upon which the oaths of aUegiance and supremacf 
were tendercil to liim, which he rehised to take. Wher^ 
upon it is ordered thut the said Porter be dismissed thii| 

TOU3C-. 

Vorbatim fr*itt recoiibf 
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^s time w!tlf some of the cflfects, which were CHAP, 
contemplated. George* the Armenian, having gg^^sam 
proved to the satisfection of the assembly the ma- 1663. 
nu&cture of ten pounds of wound silk of Virgi- 
nia, it was ordered that he should be paid out of 
this years' levy, according to the act, John Dol- 
by t having produced a certificate that he had wo* 
vcn nineteen yards of woollen cloth in Northamp- 
ton county, and John Pitte,t that he had built a 
Tessel.of 28 tons, in the Isle of Wight county, 
iTCPe ordered to be paid according to the acts in 
those cases provided. 

To add to the authority and security of go- 
verranent, a guard of an oflkcr and twenty pri- 
vates were ordered by the assembly, and Tfforty- 
J6ve thousand weight of tobacco were set apart for 
their support. But ever attentive to the security 
^f their own privileges, they directed that half of 
tins corps should be at the disposal and under the 
command of an officer of their own appointing^ 
^and that the establishment should continue only 
«o long as appeared to them expedient. 

But the main object of legislative attention re* 
snained yet to be discussed. The king's instruc- 
tions had called their peculiar attention to the sub- 
ject of tobacco, which owing to the glut of the 
mairkets and its deteriorated quality, had fallen so 
low in value as scarcely to furnish cloaths to the 

Two modes were proposed for obviating this 
evU^ a diminution of the quantity usually planted; 
er a total cessation for a stipulated term. But to 
ensure success to either mode, it was necessary 



* Ancient records. t Ibidem. | Bidem. 

H For eac^ soldittr 2000^ or 80/. and for the officer 5000, 
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CHh?. thftt Maiyknd, md if posmble Ciffolinn^ fdio(M 
^^^i_^ Goiv^ur ia the project, £»* in these states tobaoc^ 
1B§8. ^^^ was ^1«> tl^e pincipal staple ; and were Ih^ left aft 
liberty whilst Vir^ma was rostncted in the exer- 
cise of her usu^ industry, the object must inevi- 
table have been defeated, and they would haye 
g^owa rich by her depression and ruin. 

yRa^D as well by these considerations as bgr 
thecQmimand& of the king, and the obvious ^xpe- 
dienpy of the project in contemplation, .Carolina 
smd Maryland manifested a disposition to unite 
in some plan for their mutual advantage ; ami 
commissioners from the two colcmies aocordingiy 
met at Wicomooomo for tht purpose of arranging: 
the principles of tWs commercial treaty. It was 
f^*e^ ^t this meeting, that in the succeeding 
year, no tobacco should be planted in either co^ 
lony »fter the twentieth of June, and that an ac^ 
seDrJbly should he called in M^rylwul by the pro- 
prietor, to confirm the proceedings of her con^ 
ijoissijQWrs, and to ap]Hize Virginia of her ratifi«- 
cation ; and that the governors and couftciis of 
both colonies should be solemnly sworn h^ the 
comjuissicaers on either side, to use their upmost 
exertions to carry into cSoci such laws as wer» 
idiopted fcM* this purpose. 

Whilst the legislature was engaged intfaew 
mea$ures,a conspiracy of a nature the most alarmti^ 
was forming in her bosom ; and the moment lor its 
explosion, had almost airived, before govsem- 
ment had received the slightest intii»ation o£ its 
existence. Several^ causes opemted ^ the samt 
time to bring abjcmt this evait«. The late sbsio* 



. * The circumscription of their trade, the prosecution of 
the sectaries, and tt»e little den^Ad of lobaccQ. 
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kfes fftspwcd cm Aeir tmdte, mo» «rtdl ahd- aiW*- €WAP. 
teiry t^n my regriation of Groiftwdl or the* cort^ aftJaaa 
monwealtih, and more difficult tO' be ^ddfed^; to- i66S. 
gether with the mpid fell in tlte Vattie of Aeir only 
sieipki commodky, had, with a»gfeilefiil poverty, 
introduced a general discontent. They cmnpfar- 
6d tiieir generouaf loyalty to the king i^ his di^*^ 
ttesSf with bis present narrow and arbitrai*y po^ 
Hey ; and Aeir independence and happy condilioit 
during the exiscetioe of the commonwealth, antf 
even iHtd<^ thd usurpation of Cromwell, widi- 
their i»^8ent subjection and disfresses* The pro- 
secution ofthe sectaries,* added' &d^ to the grow-' 
iflg spirit of disaffection. 

1^ wsas^fortunatfe fbrthe govemmient; and per. 
haps fdr the people themselves^ that no character* 
erf sufficiem influence could be found at thiisjunc-- 
tare to saiu^tion' the cause <rf rebellion, or marshal? 
its resources by the weight of his character and ta;-- 
lents; 

Some veteran soldiers, who had- dfeeply itn- 
bibed the spirit of insurrection under Cromwell, 
and who- after the restbration^ had been transports 
ed to Virginia^on account of their untractable and 
mutinous spirit, beheld with pleasure the progress^ 
of these discontents. By their advice a plan oP 
insurrection was quickly conceived, and so well 
laid was their project, and so wide extended the 
sphere ofthe public discontent, that no discoveiy 
took place until the evening preceding the intend- 
ed explosion. Even then the escape might be 
considered as .providential....one of the soldiers 
of the name of Berkenhead, a man deeply infect- 



• Divers sectaries in religion beginninc^ to spread thcm- 
selres there, great restraints were laid upon them under 
iCTere penaltiesi to prerem their ^ocrtase. 

Beverley^ p. 57. 
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CHAP., ed With the tnank of* fanaticbm, and whosdpd» 
Y~^' 1 ^^^y ^d siufferii^ might be supposed sufficient 
"fi5- .. pledges for his fidelity, mduced by eompunctioa 
w what is more probable by cowardice, disclos- 
ed the whole plot in time to prevent its execution. 
The plan adopted by the governor was judid- 
Qus. He issued secret orders to the officers of 
militia to assemble their corps on the very spot 
where the conspirators were to assemble some 
time previous to the appointed hour, with direc- 
tions to seize them separately as they arrived.* 

The orders of the governor were executed 
with precision, and the plan of the con&piratCHrs 
completely disconcerted : But some of the con* 
spirators having taken the alarm and communi- 
cated it in their flight to their fellows who were 
hastening to the place of rendezvous, only a few 
were taken, and of these, only four were exe- 

euted-t 

The jwoceedings of the assembly which con- 
vened three days after die disclosure of this plot, 
paint strongly their terrors at the danger they had 
escaped, and their gratitude for their deliverance.}: 
After a preamble expressive of their gratitude to 
Heaven, it was unanimously resolved that the 
thirteenth of September, which was^ die day on 



• Beocrley^ \ Bevtriey. 

t Since the least mercy \^c receive from God*s hands Ce^ 
serve our dailjr thanks, whether it be not fit for so transcco- 
dcnt a fav#r as the preserving all we have from so utter ru- 
in, deserve not to have an annual solemnity celebrated to 
keep it in remembrance — Resolved that the tliirteenth S#p* 
tember be annually kept holy, being the day those vilhunK 
intended to put Uic plot in execution, . 

Literal tmnscript from records. 

The incorrectness of this language pi-obably originate^ 
with the clerk. 
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appointed for the massacre^ should be kept holy, CHAP. 
and that five thousand weight of tobacco, with his 
freedom /should be presented to Berkenhead.* 1^63^ 

Advantage was taken of the alarm raised by 
this conspiracy, to attempt an entire change in 
the mode of paying taxes. The mode heretofore 
used since the foundation of the colony, was by 
poll, which considering the great disproportion in 
the fortunes of individuals, was certainly the least 
eligible. It had however, with little interrupti- 
on, been connected during the whole of thisperi- 
cd with the right of suffrage ; and its use had been 
justified by a declaration, *' that the lives -and 
industry of the citizen were more valuable than 
lands and houses :" A comphment , ceitalnly in- 
genious and admirably calculated to reconcile a 
high spirited people to its use and continuance. , 

Its repeal was proposed during this session to 
the house of commons, and a tax on land recom- 
mended in its place. Whether owing to ancient 
prejudices, or possibly to an apprehension that the 
right of suffrage would be affected by the propos- 
ed alteration, the assembly adhered to the levy 
by poll. 

The attempt probably originated in a desire of 
contracting the right of suffrage, in order as it was 
pretended that the poorer classes might not have it 
in their power to elect to the assembly men dis- 
affected to the government. 



* Again — Since rewards for the encouragement of the 
l^ood are as necessary as punishments for the reward* of the 
cruel — Resolved that Berkenhead have his freedom and fire 
thousand pounds of tobacco in Gloster county, and that his 
master be satisfied for his time. 

Verbatim from records. 

s 
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/ It appears however that sometime between tins 
period and the year 1676, the right of suflFrago 
was materially abridged, although no alteration 
had been made in the mode of levying taxes* 

Several propositions appeared inthis assem- 
bly, which exhibit strong symptoms of an en* 
crease of wealth and public spirit. The quarter 
courts and even the assemblies were accustomed 
since the foundation of the colony, to hold their 
sessions in taverns. This inconvenience, and 
the impropriety of such a procedure, was sensibly 
felt ; and it was resolved to purchase a house for 
the courts and to build a state house for the as- 
sembly and the different offices attached to the 
government. Rules* of order were also estab- 
lished for the government of the assembly, from 



* Orders to be observed in the house. 

1. That no burgess shall absent himself from attendarc© 
on the house^ (without leave first obtained of the house or 
prevented by Vickness) when any matter shall be debated of; 
but that every member shall keep good order and give good 
attention to the reading and debating of whatsoever shall be 
proposed or prosecuted or presented to the consideration of 
the house, and that every burgess shall with due respect ad- 
dress himself to Mr. Speaker, in a decent manner, and not 
entertain any private discourse while the public affairs are- 
treated off. 

2. That every member of this house for each time of hi* 
libsence upon call of the clerk, shall forfeit twenty pounds of 
tobacco, lawful impediments excepted. 

3. That the first time any member of this house shall be 
adjudged by the major part of this house to be disguised 
with drink, he shall forfeit one hundred pounds of tobacco j 
for the second time he shall be so disguised he shall forfeit- 
three hundred pounds of tobacco, and for the third offencer 
one thousand pounds of tobacco. 

4. That upon debate of any thing proposed by the speak* 
cr, the party that speaketh shall rise from his seat and be 
uncovered during the time he speaketh, wherein no inter- 
ruption shall be made ttU he hath Enishedi umler penalty of 
one thousand pounds. 
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whence perhaps we should infer, that their sit. CHAP, 
tings had often been marked by turbulence, intern- BaB=a= 
perancc, and gross personalities. .These regillati- 1666. 
ons suppose at the same time a growing regard 
for decorum and delicacy ; and they are stricdy 
parliamentary. It is from circumstances like these 
that we collect the manners of a people. 

The session of assembly of 1666, presents ma- 
ny subjects of interest and curidsity to a Virgini- 
an. The plan of a cessation was still under discus- 
sion between the commissioners of Maryland, Ca- 
rolina^ ^xxd Virginia ; and although the principles 
were fully agreed on^ it had not yet received that 
formal ratifica^tipn from the respective assemblies, 
which would justify ^y colony in singly hazard- 
ing the experiment*^ 

Meanwhile, the depreciation continued to 
auch an extent, that the planters were scarcely 
able to, clothe their families by the sale of their 
crop§. An answer arrived at length from the 
chancellor of Marj land, ehclosing the lieuten-int 
governor's proclamation, enjoining a total cessa- 
tion for a giyen time, to all the subjects of that 
proprietary. 



5. That no irreverence or indecent form of speech be 
^jttered in the house by any. person agamst another mcni^ 
hct of the house, u»«ler the penalty of five himdred pounds. 

6. Th^t to the end all things may be more orderly dis- 
coursed and debated of, no member after having once deli- 
vered his opinion about any matter proposed, during which 
time he shall not be interrupted, shall make any further re- 
ply about that proposition that time of the debate, that so 
every one may have liberty to declare his judgment, andihe 
confused multitude speaking at once be avoided ; under th^ 
penalty of seventy pounds of tobacco. 

7. That every member that shall pipe it after th« house 
is began to be called ovier until an adjournment, or public 
Ijccnsc of thtf major part of the house, in the vacancy hora 
%S^ loueinessj shall be. fined twenty pounds tobacoo. 
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III. 

1666. 



These letters accompanied with his own cor- 
respondence, the governor laid before the lioiise ; 
and the question being taken whether this was a 
sufficient confirmation, it was decided in the af- 
firmative. By this decision an act made during 
the former session restricting the planting &( to- 
l^acco from the first of February, 1666, to the 
first of February, 1667, was declared to be in 
force ; and the govemw was du ected to signify 
♦he same by proclamation to the several counties. 

The number of the counties stood this year at 
lineteen : The representation* did not preserve 
the usual ratio, remaining still at thirty- five. 



Henrico, 
Capt. W. Ferrar. 

Charlcs-Citjr, 
Mr. Speaker, 
Capt. Thomas Southcoat. 

James-City County, 
Capt. E. Ramsay, 
Mr. Thomas Ballard. 
James*City, 
Mr. Thomas Hone. 

Surry County, 
Capt. Laurence Baker, 
Mr. J. Warren. 

Isle of Wight, 
Adjutant Gen. Bridges, 
Major Nicli. Hill, 
Mr. Robert Williamson. 

Nansemond, 
Colonel John Blake, 
Captain John Leare. 

Lower Norfolk, 
Capt. Adam Thomughgoodj 
Capt. William Carver. 

Elizabeth-City, 
Col. Leonard Yeo, 
Captain John Po\yelI. 



* Robert Wynne, Speaker. 



York, 

Lieut. Col. Wm. Barker, 
Captain Wm. Parke. 
New-Kent, 
Capt. William Claiborne, 
, Capt. W. Berkley. 

Gloucester, 
Adjutant Gen. Jennings, 
Major Thomas Walker. 

Lancaster, 
Mr. Raleigh Traverse.' 
Rappahannock, 
Captain John Weyr, 
•Mr. John Lucas. 

Stafford, 
Colonel Meel. 

Westmoreland, 
('olonel Nicholas Spencer, 
Colonel John Washington. 

Northun^berland, 
Mr. William Presley. 
Northampton, 
Lieutenant Col. Kendall, 
Capt. John Savage. 
Accomack, 
Col. luhnund Scarborough, 
Mr. Hugh Yoe. 
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,At the instance of secretary Lud well, it was CHAP, 
enacted that the existing tides J;o lands, tlie re- ^^^' 
cords of which were lost, or to which titles were i667. 
annexed in records, should be considered valid, 
(the defects having been found to have happened 
by the neglect of the clerks of those times, and 
the casualty of two several fires. ) 

But something yet was to be done to supply Attcniiont© 
the loss to be immediately sustained by a ccssati- manufac- 
on, and to guard against the possible failure of '"'^' 
tliat experiment. The want of home nuinufaci , 
tures left them completely dependant on the Eng- 
lish merchants for every article of convenience, or 
luxury ; and as cheir principal trade centered in 
London, it was easy for a body of merchants act- 
ing in concert, to set what price they pleased on 
the several articles for exchange. The colonists 
might complain, but they were forbidden to car- 
ry their goods to another market: the imgene- 
rous spirit of monopoly having thus debarred them 
the advantages of competition, which is at once 
a spur to industry and the vital principle of com- 
merce. 

In revolving the various modes of accomplish- 
ing these objects, an attention to manutactures 
could hai'dly have been overlooked. The assem- 
bly saw that they must begin by breaking that 
chain^ which held them impotent and powerless 
at tlie feet of avarice and monopoly.... and in their 
efforts to eflect their emancipation, they seem to 
have been directed by judgment and moderation. 
After a preamble in which it is stated that five wo- 
men, or children of thirteen years, could with 
ease provide sufficient clothing for thirty persons; 
the commissioners were enjoined within twoyearg 
to provide and set up a weaver and loom in their 
counties, with the exception of Rappahannock, 
Lancaster, Westmorelaad, and Stakbrd, which 
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CHAP, for local reasons, had their time extended to four 
^^gjil^l__ years ; and that the neglect of courts in carrying 
4667. this law into execution^ should be punished by 

amercement. 

The culture pf silk still engaged their attenti- 
on, ^d it appears that a new impluse was giyeii 
to their exertions. A majot* Walker, one of the 
members of assembly, produced satisfactory evi- 
dence diat in the year 1664, he had growing up- 
wards of 70,000 mulberry trees, and claimed the 
reward to which he was entitled by the act. Other 
claims of a Ijike tenor wer^ presented during thc^ 
session. 

But the benefits to be reaped from these pron. 
jects, even though successful, were remote ; and; 
the necessities of the colony were immediate 
and pressing* Doubts began to, be entertained of 
the good faith pf Maryland in observing the ces- 
sation ; and they w^re haunted with apprehensi- 
ons lest, after tying up the indu^ry of the colo- 
nists, by prohibiting" the culture of their only sta-* 
pie, the project should be defeated by th^ avarice 
of a people who would grqwrich by their ruin. 

To these grounds of apprehension,- others were 
added of a nature still more alarming. The king' 
in imitation of the absurd prodigality of his father, 
had granted to some of his favorites large tracts, 
of land lying within die territor}' of Virginia, and 
these grants, ov\ing to a total igiioraqce of the 
topography and circumstances of the countrj', fre- 
quently included the estates of actual settlors, andj 
of some of the oldest planters, in the colony* 

In the midst of their other misfortunes, to be. 
threatened with the loss of property they had re- 
claimed from the wilderness, and in the improve- 
ment of uhich the labor of years had been expen- 
ded, excited uneasiness and indign uion. These* 
granti^ liad lain dprmgntL for st considerable, time. 
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o^ing to the fears of the king Or the policy of the 
patentees. The secret at length found its wajr ^_^^ 
into Virginia, and the legislature came to a reso- 1667 
lution to present a strong remonstrance to the 
king, against their constitijtionality and policy : 
It was prudently determined at the same time, if 
the appeal to the sovereign should be found inef- 
fectual, to attempt the purchase of their right from 
the patentees, provided it could be eifected on any- 
reasonable terms. 

The management of those various and impor- 
tant concerns, required the presence of an agent 
or agents on the spot, to watch the favorable mo- 
ments of access to the levees of courtierSj and to 
be at hand to explain any doubtful part, or re* 
move any cavil or objection in the discussion. 
A committee was appointed to treat with the go- 
vernor about the choice of suitable persons for the 
discharge of those arduous duties ; and a perfect 
disposition being found in all parties to co-ope* 
rate on these occasions^ Thomas Ludvvell, secre- 
tary of state, Francis Morryson, several times 
speaker of assembly, and the governor's deputy 
during his late absence in England, and Robert 
Smith, a general of militia, were immediately 
appointed* 

In order to create a fund for defraying the char- 
ges of this mission, an extra tax of fifty pounds of 
tobacco for each poll was directed to be raised* 
and it was considered as a melancholy aggravati- 
on of the piiblic distress, that the very evils of 
tvhich they complained, became the causes of 
new burdens and impositions on the people. 

Regulations were enacted to prevent the se- 
verity of creditors during the existing stagnation 
of commerce and industry ; and for a farQier re- 
lief, it was directed that public and county debts, 
J^cs of office, quitreiits, &c. should be patid for 
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CHAP, in the natural commodities of the country, ac- 
cording to a scale of rates esUiblishcd by the as- 
1667. semblv. 

I FIND in the acts of the following yenr that co- 
lonel John Washington and several others, had 
made locations on the lands assigned to the Kap- 
• pahannocks and their allies and brothers the Nan- 
zaticos, living on the borders of Rappahannock 
and Lancaster, which w^re set aside ujitil those 
Indians should desert the lands in question, at 
which time they were allowed to take effect. 

According to a late biographer, colonel Wash - 
ingtbn had arrived about nine years before, ironi 
the north of Enpland, where he was born; and 
he in all probability a short time after his arrival, 
had taken out a patent for the lands in question. 
There is ground to conjecture that he was a land 
surveyor ; a profession, which from the increase 
of population, the imperfect knowledge of the 
country, and the conflicting claims of adventurers, 
' was doubtless at once profitable and honorable. 

The merits of colonel Washington must have 
been conspicuous even at this early period of his 
residence \ since on the records he bears the I'ank 
of lieutenant colonel of militia. His name also 
appears among the burgesses of this year, and on 
the most important committees. Such is the ori- 
gin of a man, whose name will endure as long as 
the world which he has improved and adorned by 
his virtues.... and to the mind curious in ti*acing 
the connection between cause and eflbct, the idea 
may suggest itself that to this profession, trans-' 
mitted to his son, and thence to his grand son, 
is perhaps owing the capture of a British army 
more than a century after, at York Town. 

Since the restoration a practice had crept into 
the parliamentary proceedings of the assembly, 
which if admitted to go into a precedent, might 
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inroduce very dan^rous consequences to the in- CHAP. 
dependence of that body. In every important — II ^* 
business that came before the house, it had been 1^67. 
usual to evidence at once Aeir attachment ; and 
their confidence in the governor, by soliciting the 
advice and co*operation of one br more of his 
council, in maturing tl^ reix)rts of their com- 
mittees. 

Emboldened by a practice, which had hi- 
therto excited no fears or suspicions, and relying 
perhaps on the general attachment, he proceeded 
a step farther, and signified hii^ pleasure that two 
or moi^ of Ijis council might be permitted to join 
with the house in granting and confirming the 
sum of the public levy. 

The word confirming, which related to exe- 
cutive duties^ was here artfully coupled with 
granting, which was plainly a right of the legis- 
lature : and as the council formed a pjurt of the 
executive, the word confirming might be sup- 
posed as intending to designate the sphere of theif 
duties, while the assembly would imagine them- 
selves still possessed of the sole power of grant- 
ing supplies. But the assembly immediately saw 
through this awkward attempt to destroy the on- 
ly efficient check they possessed on the execu- 
tive. 

Their language is worth preserving oft thi$ 
occasion. They state as their humble answer, 
^' that they conceive it their privilege to lay the 
levy in the house ; and they will admit nothing 
in reference from the honorable governor and 
council, unless it be before adjudged and con- 
firmed by act or order, and after passing in the 
house, shall be presented to their honors for their 
approbation or dissent." The governor's reply 
to the committee who waited on him with this 

T 
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CHAP, resolutioil, is,too singular to be omitted : '^ This,^^ 

^^^' said he " is willingly assented to, and desired to 

1667. remain on record for a rule to walk by for the fu* 

Sir William ^.^.e, which will be satisfactory to all.** 

lierkeley. Such was the fate of a project that can scarce* 

ly be reprehended with too much severity. 

However the governor might have been de- 
sirous of disguising his feelings under the smiles 
and language of a courtier, his disappointment 
and mortification at this first opposition to his 
wishes, were deep and poignant. / 

In fact the -conduct of the governor had been 
generous, and even munificent to Virginia; a 
considerable portion of his private fortune having 
been expended in projects for her improvement 
and embellishments And never was A man bet- 
ter compensated by the gratitude and affections of 
the people. As some compensation for his losses 
/ during the revolution, and with ihe view of ex- 

pressing their deep sense of his virtues and servi- 
ces, the assembly had added two hundred pounds 
per annum to his salary, and the value of the do- 
nation was enhanced by a proviso limiting this 
addition to his death* The people at large shar- 
ed in the respect and veneration of their repre- 
sentatives ; and were wont to regard him as the 
model of every thing that was excellent in princi-^* 
pics and amiable in manners. His very age con- 
tributed to keep alive their attachment. He had 
grown old amongst them, and time ai)peared to 
have taken nothing from the ardor of his mind, 
or the graces of his manner. 

The vice of the governor's mind was haughli* 
ness : a lofty opinion of his own consequence* 
His opinion of others was directed less by judg- 
ment than by prejudice or caprice : and as he 
thought his services above all price and beyond 
all praise, flattery was the shortest road to his fa- 
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vor. His very condescension had an air of haugh-^ CHAPi 
tiness that repelled the moment it invited ; his ^^^' . 
liberality might be often traced to his pride and is^Z. 
ostentation. 

These defects were doubtless observed by- 
tliose, who were closely conversant with his cha- 
racter ; but they appeared to be covered by a 
croud of virtue$ ; and it had been so long the fa* 
shion to suppose him fauldess, that the bare men- 
tion of • them would be considered as a cynical 
discontent ; the poison of envy and disaffection. 

Not a single dispute, and scarcely any differ- 
ence of opinion had existed between him and the 
legislature during the five and twenty years he had 
been in the colony. He succeeded an odious ty- 
ranny, who had plundered and insulted the colo- 
ny ; and it was due to his reputation and policy 
to present an entire contrast of a man, whose 
name vras universally regarded as a reproach.... 
This was the secret of his boasted urbanit)\ The 
assembly 'anticipated all his wants: They were 
profuse of their praises and acknowledgments. 
He had no motives for acting with the least im- 
propriety : He was never opposed or even contra- 
dicted. No wonder tlien diat sir W. Berkeley 
should have been mild and amiable. 

His displeasure at the assembly's dissent to his 
late proposal, was first disclosed in the discourses 
of his fayorites, who from their obsequeous de- 
votion, began about this time to be called the 
court party. This description of men, who are 
always to be found basking in the warmth of va- 
nity and power, and whose influence becomes 
stronger in propprtion to the weakness and infir- 
mities of their patron, had formed a sort of life 
guard about the aged governor, and in the midst 
of the most unequivocal pix>ofs of public attach- 
jn?nt, were continually complaining of the un« 
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CHAP, gi^teful aiid disobli^ng spirit to so great and good 

^^^' a governor^ On this occjUsidn ihiey mentioned 

1667. with affected sorrow the governor's uneasihej$s at 

the unseasonable jealousy of the legislature mani^ 

fested in their late opposition. 

Some expressions too said to have been used 
by the governor, of a nature personally disrespect- 
ful to several influaitial members were reported, 
which laid fhe seeds of those violent animosities 
that afterwards produced so much mischief to the 
colony. 

The house of burgesses, 3vhich notwithstand^ 
ing the visible change in his temper and capacity, 
really respected the governor, at the close of the 
session presented an address calculated to sootlie 
any irritation by its warm and affectionate lan^ 
^age. A gracious answer was returned : But 
the sting of wounded vanity remained, and those 
professions were considered as mere emollients 
which mitigated tlie pain, but could not remove 
the seat of tJbe disease, 

Several acts of a nature interesting to the ci* 
vilian, and some not beneath the notice of histo- 
ry, were passed during this session. To silence 
the fears of the masters, and (as the preamble 
states) to induce tliem more carefully to propagate 
Christianity aitiong their slaves, it was enacted, 
that baptism ** did not exempt them from bon? 
dage." 

•An act for building forts in the principal ri- 
vers, passed after considerable opposition. This 
measure was in obedience to the kind's recom^ 
mendation, and was intended as a permanent se- 
curity against invasion, and a njeans of giving ef- 
fect to the act in favor of towns, by ccnnpelling 
the ships to deliver their cargoes at certain places, 
aiid to prevent contraband trade, by making them 
ride under their guns. 
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But the circumstances of the colony did not CHAP, 
permit them to laimch out into an expence equal ^^^* 
to an object, the advai>tages of which appeared 1667. 
to them at best but remote and doubtful. 

An invasion* by the Dutch during this year, 
and the surprizal of several ships in James river, 
enabled the governor at length to carry this point, 
which was productive of such mischief and con- 
fusion, against the seiise and circumstances of 
the colony. 

In order to divert the minds of the people from 
their present disti'esses, the governor planned an 
expedition of discovery among the Indians. The 
notice of this event is preserved by Beverley alone, 
and is given in his words. The records are en- 
tirely silent on the sutgect. 

" For this end he employed a small company, 
of about fourteen English, and as many Indians, 
under the command of captain Henry Batt, to go 
upon such an adventure. They set out together 
from Appamattox, and in seven days march reach- 
ed the foot of the mountains. The mountains 
they first arrived at, were not extraordinary high 
or steep ; but, after they had passed the first ridge, 
they encountered others, that seemed to reach 
the clouds, and were so pei'pendiculai' and full of 
precipices, that some times in a whole day's 
march, they could not march three miles in a di- 
rect line. In other places they found large level 
[dains, and fine Savanna's, three or four miles 
wide, in which were an infinite quantity of tur- 
kies, deer, elks, and bufialoes, so gentle and un- 
disturbed, that tliey had no fear at the appearance 



* About this time they sustained some damage by the 
Dulch war; for which reason they ordered the forts to b 
|"ebuilt of brick. 

Beverleyj fi, 52. 
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CHAP, of the men : But would suffer them to come al^ 
^^^' most within reach of their h^ds. There they 
i66r. also fou|id grapes so prodigiously large, that they 

seemed more like buUace than grapes. When 
they traversed these mountains, they came to a 
fine level country again, and came 4o a rivulet 
that descended backwards. Down that stream 
they travelled several days, till they came to 
old fields and cabbins, where the Indians had 
lately been ; but were supposed to have fled at 
the approach of Batt and his company. Howe- 
ver the captain followed the old rule of leaving 
some toys in their cabbins, for them to find at 
their return, by which they might know they were 
friends. Near to these cabbins were great marsh- 
es ; where the Indians which captain Batt had 
with him, made a halt, and would positively pro- 
ceed no farther. They said, that not far off from 
that place lived a nation of Indians, that made 
salt, and sold it to their neighbors. That this 
was a great and powerful people, which never suf- 
fered any strangers to return, that had once dis- 
covered their tov^Tis, Captain Batt used all the 
arguments he could to get them forward, but in 
vain. And so, to please those timorous Indians, 
the hopes of this discovery were frustrated, and 
the detachment was forced to return* In this 
journey it is supposed that Batt never crossed the 
great ridge of mountains, but kept up uncjei; iJt to^ 
the southward. For of late years the Indian trl- 
cers liave discovered, on this side the mountains,, 
about five hundred miles to the southward, a ri- 
ver they call Oukfuskie, full of broad sunken 
grounds and marshes, but falling Jinto the bay or 
great gulf between Cape Florida and the mouth 
of the Missisippi, which I suppose to be the river 
where Batt saw the Indian cabbins and marshes^ 
but is gone to from Virginia without ever piercing 
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the high mountains, and only encountering the CHAP. 
point of an elbow, which they make a little to the . ^^^' .. 
southward of Virgmia. 1667. 

"Upon captain Batt's report to sir William Sir William 
Berkeley, he resolved to make a journey himself; Berktiey* 
that so there might be no hindrance for want of 
sufficient authority, as had been in the aforesaid 
expedition. To this end he concerted matters 
for it, and had pitched upon his deputy-gover- 
nor. The assembly also made an act to encou- 
rage it. But all Aese preparations came to no- 
thing, by the confusion which happened there 
soon after by Bacon's rebellion. And since that, 
there has never been any such discovery attempt- 
ed from Virginia, when governor Spotswood 
found a passage over the great ridge of mountains^ 
^nd went over them himself." 

But the public discontents were too deeply seat- 1 674. 
to be appeased by any partial and temporar}^ ex- 
pedi^Hs. Partial insurrections broke out in se- 
veral counties at the samfe time. These were 
manifestly without any concert, and they were 
jxilpably deficient in evefy thing relating to sys- 
tem and arrangement. They were animated by 
the zeal and talents of no distinguished character; 
but they bespoke the extent and virulence of the 
public disaffection. 

This state of things, added to the great age of 
the governs, possibly induced the court of Eng- 
land to send over sir H. Chicherly as lieutenant- 
governor and general of the colony of Virginia. 
His commission is dated this year, and he ap- 
pears in the early part of the following on the the- 
atre of Virginia. Li the same year, a new com- i 
mission., with ample powers, was made out for the 
agents of the colony in England, and from this 
moment a regular treaty was carried on between 
die king and patentees for the purchase and reco- 
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CHAP, very of tha grants ; and few the more interesting 
^^^' purpose of procuring a more perfect charter and 
1674. constitution for Virginia. 

The discussion of those important concerns 
U preserved in the correspondence of the agents ; 
and it is impossible to read it without feelitag sur- 
prize at the sagacity and vigor erf these untaught 

. ambassadors. Thdr perusal would instantly dis- 
sipate the imputatiors against the patriotism of 
Virginia, and establish beyond all question her 
unceasing attachment to liberty, and her coirect 
and manly notions of independence. Great in- 
deed must have been the union of truth and ta* 

^ lent§ which could have extorted from a court and 
king so hostile to liberty, the acknowledgment of 
the justice of those claims. 

We are informed by Beverley, and indeed it 
appears on the face ot the state records, that a 
charter was made out agreeable to the wishes of 
the agents and the colony : But that owing to 
some sudden jealousies it was stopt in the hamper 
office, from whence no solicitations could after 
procure its release. The rebellion which imrne- 
diately succeeded, by seeming to confirm their 
jealousies, determined the court to violate all their 
engagements, by cancelling this instrument, and 
that insecure and partial charter was substituted^ 
which left the privileges of the colony in a great 
measure at the ni^ercy of the crown, and gave oc- 
casion afterwards to those struggles betw^n th^ 
^ people and their governors, wliich disturbed the 
public repose, and finally produced such eventful 
consequences to America and the world. 
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Circumstances of colony about this time — Incursi' CHAP, 
ons of the Indians^- Made the pretext for the re- ^^' , 
bellion — Real causes of this e^ent — Insurgents 
make choice of Nathaniel Bacon as their general 
— He marches against Indians — -Governor pur- 
sues him td the falls oj James River — Is forced 
to return by report of a new insurrection in the 
lower counties^ under Ingram and Walklate--^h 
compelled to dismantle the forts ^ and dissolve the 
assembly which voted Jor their erection — Bacon 
returns victorious frdm his Indian expedition--^ 
Proceeds with a few followers to Jctmes^Town — 
Is taken by captain Gardiner^ and sent prisoner 
to the governor^ who restores him to freedom ^ and 
admits him to his seat in council — Bacon steals 
privately out of town and joins his associates--^ 
Inflames them by an harangue and leads them 
to James Town—^Surrdunds theassembly-^Pro^ 
cures the commission of general; and letters to the 
king^ justifying his conduct — Marches against 
Inaians — Governor's disgust and mortification — * 
He dissolves the assembly — Proclaims Bacon and 
his followers rebels-^-^Gloster petitions — He rais* 
es in that county the royal standard; but being 
close pressed retires to Accomac-^Surprises^ the 
rebel navy under Bland and Carver^ and with 
600 volunteers returns and takes James-Town-f 
Bacon again returns from his Indian expedition 
U 
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CH AP. gnd besieges the governor in the island — Thegar^^ 
JXi,-,^ rison manes a sally ^ but is beaten back by Ba^ 
con — Governor with his followers goes on board 
his fleet — Bacon enters the town and sets fire to 
it — Calls a convention at middle plantation — His 
death and character* 
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THE several causes of discontent long nou- CHAP, 
rished in secret, or manifesting themselves in ^^' 
partial riots and insurrections, were now fully ma- lers. 
tUredi and the slightest incident was sufficient to Circumstan 
precipitate them into rebellion. The colony had ^^* ^^ ^^® 
now reached that crisis in the political malady, ^° °"^* 
wheu all ranks and classes are. equally affected 
with the public grievances and oppressions, and 
impatiently longed for an occasion, by one great 
aAd violent effort, to burst their chains and as- 
sert their independence In this st^te of exas- 
peration, a pretext could not long be wanting, 
and it seemed matter erf inferior consideratitwi, 
whether the occasion was in itself great and im- 
portant : The ingenuity of self love could easi- 
ly wrest the most unlikely incidents to its favor, 
leaving to fortune and courage the task afterwtirds 
to ennoble and exalt them. 

Since the death of Opechancanough, the In- 
dians deprived of the benefits of a federative con- 
cert, had made but few attempts to disturb the 
tranquility of tlie colony. Several of the tribes 
had retired westward, and those which remained, 
reduced in their numbers and wanting concert, 
lingered on the frontiers, and exchanged their 
superflous productions at stated marts with their 
former enemies. A long peace, added to a de- 
portment almost invariably pacific, had in a gre .% 
measure relaxed the vigilance of the colonists ; 
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^nd the Indians were admitted td a free inter- 
course with the people of all the counties. It was 
scarcely to be expected that during an intercourse 
so irregular and extensive, no grounds of unea- 
^ess should exist. Several thefts had been com- 
mitted on the tobacco, com, and other property 
of the colonists, and the friendly Indians were 
formally charged with having committed the fe- 
lonies. The accusation was heard with the ut- 
most coolness and indifference. They stated that 
the Tuscaroras* and other foreign tribes who were 
invited to trade with Virginia, on their return 
from Mahadoes, trusting to the general resem- 
blance, had made use of their name to insinuate 
themselves among the colonists, and were the ac- 
tual perpetrators of the e^ce^es which had be^i 
complained of. 

This reprosentation appeared to have given full 
satisfaction, and regulations )yere adopted by the 
assembly for distinguishing the peaceful tribes by' 
badges, and for confining to proper marts on the 
frontiers, the trade with the roving Indians. 
• But the English having taken Monadas,t they 
were desirous of monopolising the whole of this 
trade, and forgetting as well tlieir duties as Eng- 
iislnnen as the principles of honesty, they labored 
to infuse into the minds of the Indians, jealousies 
and suspicions of the people of Virginia, repre- 
senting them as piraics and outlaws, arid particu- 
larly as enemies to tte whole Indian race, whom 
they wanted nothing but power wholly to destroy 
and exterminate. 



* In captain Smith's time known by the name of Mana- 
kins and Manahoacs, 

t Indian name for tlic island whereon New-York standi. 
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These representations often repeated and en- CHAP, 
forced by that seeming indifFerenf;e, which ava- ^^' 
rice knows so well jiow to assume, had at length i^>76. 
the desired effect. The Indians at the head of the ^"^^^" *"• 
bay of Chesapeake, and tlie tribes farther to the ^"^'^^^"^ 
south, in their journey by the frontiers of Virgi- 
nia, made sudden and furious inroads, and dieir 
route was generally marked by devastation and 
blood. It was suspected at this time, that the 
neighboring Indians had secretly instigated these 
new invaders, and it was apprehended that a new 
and more extensive conspiracy of this people was 
c^ the point of es^ploding. According to the trea- 
ty of 1645, the Indians of Virginia were bound 
to aid the cdonists offensively and defensively, 
yet they had neither apprized them of their onset 
nor had endeavored to cut off their retreat. 

At any other time, or in any other state of cir- 
pumstances, this presumption would have been 
too weak to warrant any other pleasures beside 
an increase of vigilance and a more regular po- 
lice ; but in the present fever of mens' minds, it 
was thought sufficient to justify the most ungo- 
vernable indignation, and sanction the most iile- 
gal excesses. 

The unfortunate issu^ of the English revoluti- 
on, as well sm their long established hcibits of loy- 
alty, deterred the people of Virginia from meet- 
ing the representative of their sovereign in open 
and unmasked rebellion ; and an occasion was now 
greedily laid hold of, when under color of liberty 
and the imposing plea of self preservation, they 
pouldgive utterance and effect to their resentments. 

As iftolavor the present wishes of the people. Made the 
accounts arrived of fresh acts of violence commit- ^['^^^^^ ^^^ 
ted by the Indians, attended by such circumstan- ^^ ^ ' 
ces of wanton, unprovoked, and unnecessary cru- 
elty, as spread into a blaze the long smothered 
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CHAP, fire of discontent.. ..The people immediately flew 
^^»^^_^ to arms, and although no previous concert or cor- 
i%75. respondcnce had taken place, the popular move- 

ment was rapid, general, and consentaneous. 
From this moment all scruples and reserve were 
laid aside. Feeling their power in the union of 
enthusiasm and numbers, they repeated to each 
other the afflicting patalogue of their miseries and 
oppressions : At every recital, indignation would 
add some new item to the account ; until at length 
the daring spirit of popular invective, vast and 
imd^fined m its scope and projects, and disdain- 
ing the check of calculpitions and consequences, 
by constantly brooding over the several subjects 
of grievance, exhibited a picture of public distress 
and governmental tyranny, sufficient to harrow 
up every soul with horror, or enflome it with in- 
dignation. 

Before a movement like this, the voice of the 
law was too feeble to be heard, and the energies 
of government were paralized. The magistrates 
and influential characters, whose duty it was to 
check in its embrio state the progress of insurrec- 
tion, either directed its torrent or were hurried 
violently on in its course : Nor did the evil stop 
here : the executive and legislative branches ma- 
nifested decided symptoms of the general conta- 
gion, and the cancer of division was eating its way 
into the life and soul of the government. 
Insurj^ents AFTER the first burst of passion liad made 
choose Na- way for reflection, the people looked roiind for a 
ihaniel Ba- leader sufliciently conspicuous for talents and in- 
'^ fluence to sanction and direct their proceedings, 

and their eyes were almost immediately directed 
towards a person every way suited to their pur- 
pose. Nathaniel Bacon, a youth of engaging 
manners, and of a countenance and figure the most 
engaging and prepossessing, had improved fine 
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iBalural parts by the discipline of a classical cdu- CHAP, 
cation in England. After having laid in a com- ^^' ^ 
pctent stock of general learning, he had giv^n a 1675. 
jprofessioilal direction to his mind, by passing the 
necessary number of terms at the inns of courts, 
and he arrived in Virginia with the reputation of 
commanding talents and considerable legal eru- 
dition....In a countr}'^, where there were no col- 
leges and scarcely a school where the first elements 
i>{ language could be acquired ; where thei'e were 
no lawyers, and scarcely any knowledge of the 
science of jurisprudence, it will be easily ima- 
gined in what respect and estimation acquire- 
ments like those of mr. Bacon would be regard- 
ed. After a short probation he was admitted to 
a seat in the council, and at the period we are now 
describing, he was second to no one in the colo- 
ny in figure and estimation. 

Attracted either by curiosity or led by the 
public sympathy, which at this time appeared to 
be general, he had mixed in the croud: But 
whatever might have been his object, he for some 
time cautiously preserved that guarded silence 
and reserve befitting his character and situation. 
Possibly he was desirous of ascertaining what re- 
liance might be placed on the constancy of the 
people before he declared himself. But the mo- 
ment the attention of the multitude became de- 
cidedly fixed on him and he' was witli loud shouts 
proclaimed their leader, his reserve vanished:... 
The suggestions of cautious policy were drown- 
ed in the shouts of the people, or lo^t in the eclat 
of being regarded as one of the asserters of human 
rights and a leader of the armies of fi-eedom. 

It has been suggested that his motives* were 
of a less enlarged and disinterested nature. But 

♦ See Beverley. 
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these chains could bilvc been made only by tiien 
miacquainted with the circumstances of Virginia. 
Tor any pyrposes of fortune or advancement, Ba- 
con could not be benefited by a civil war. He 
might lose much, but could pot possibly add to 
his power and consideration. We must riot then 
regard him as the desperate adventurer, a bankrupt 
in fortune and reputation : Put a youth amiable 
and popular; of bright hopes and shining talents, 
and already advanced to the first offices in the go- 
vernment. He might have mistaken the true in- 
terest of his coimtry^ He may perhaps }ncur tlie 
charge of rashness and indiscretion : But jit is pot 
possible^ with a full knowledge of all the circum- 
srauQes, to doubt either his honesty or sincerity. 
^ The first careof rar; Bacon, after he had con- 
sented to atcept the command thus unanimously 
conferred on him, was to confirm the tumultuous 
spirits of his followers, and with tliis view he ad- 
dressed them in a speech of considera,bk lengthy 
and full of that bold and vehement spirit, which 
spreads like a fire in popular assembliesi He 
took a wide and detailed view of the grievances 
of Virginia since the restoration* I'he several 
acts of parliament for restricting the commerce of 
Virginia, he represented as regulations the most 
severe, arbitrar)^ and unconstitutional; an un- 
gracious and ungrateful return for her gallant and 
perilous loyalty.* He touched on tlie enormous 



* The report of this harangue although perhaps it con*^ 
tain not a sitig^le sentence constructed as it was pronounced 
by Bacon, and possibly too may differ widely frora its order 
and arrangement, is precise and accui*ate, so far as it details 
the true grounds of uneasiness, and a reference will be found 
for every material allegation. I would not impose it on the 
public as a report of a speech wbic4i h«s been preserved ; but 
«f facts all of which are weU authenticated, and Which were 
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and illegal grants of the territory of Virginia by 

the king to his favorites, and the excessive taxes* 

with which the people were loaded, in order to 1675 
purchase the release and restoration of the ferri- 
toryt But these impositions were not sufficient. 
A number of fortsf which every day's experience 
proved to be useless and inadequate, must be 
maintained in obedience to the king's instructi- 
ons, and the wretched and oppressed people com- 
pelled to furnish means for feeding so many nur- 
series of military despotism. 

The political bondition of the colony, as being 
the strongest point, furnished a copious theme for 
declamation. There was a time he said when 
every adventurer was a freeman ;{ and the assem- 
blieSj daringly just to their constituents, scrupled 
not to contend with majesty itself in defence of 
their chartered and natural rights : But how me- 
lancholy and mortifying was the contrast, which 
Virginia at this time afforded^ An unnatural dis- 
tinction was attempted to be drawn by pride and op- 
pression between Ae freemen and freeholders of the 
country ; and the former, who formed 'a laigc and 
respectable class, were cheated with the name and 



certainly the grounds of the harangue. The disappoint- 
ment of the Virginians at the ungracious return for their 
supposed loyalty, had manifested itself on various occasions, 
and encreased with eveiy new restriction on their trade..... 
It had been instrunnental in producing the conspii*acy in 
1663, and the partial insurrection of ^ 674. Itpix)duceda 
remonstrance of the grand assembly. It is farther proved 
by the petition of the people of Accomac to sir W. Berke- 
ley, and by the letters of Giles Bland, and the king's com« 
missioners. 

See Appendix, 
♦ Beverley — Ancient records. t Beverley. 

% See first charters and the general usage. 

w 
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CHAP, shadow of liberty, while the latter bore away whatc- 
^V' ver little remained from the wreck of better days 
1675. and ampler privileges. But in this respect he 

stated there was litile room for envy ; the pitiful 
remnant was not worth a contest... they were all 
slaves... the public oppression bore equally hard 
on aU, with this exception, that as the taxes were 
paid by poll,* the poor pmd as much as the rich. 
Another evidence of the want of judgment and 
honesty in the assessors. 

Thus added he, the right of suffrage, which 
was coeval with the existence of the colony, which 
had lived 'tlirough the arbitrary reign of James, 
and with a short interruption, through that of the 
first Charles ; which was again revived during the 
commonwealth, and was considered too sacred 
to be touched even by tlie impure hands of the 
Protector, v^ras sacrilegiously stolen during a sea- 
son of peace and security. 

From these topics, Bacon passed to the more 
immediate and ostensible causes of their meeting : 
The invasionf of the Indians and the unaccounta- 
ble neglect or imbecility of government, during 
a, crisis so pregnant with peril. No measures had 
been adopted for the public defence. The late 
disbanding of the militia raised for this purpose 
under sir H. Chicherley, J and the present refu- 
sal of the governor to grant a new commission, he 
ascribed solely to a desperate resolution to conti- 
nue the present grievous oppressions, even though 
his object could not be effected but by the uttcf 
ruin and extermination of the people.... He con- 



* The constant practice during the existence of colony, 
t See the historical letters in Appendix. 
t Ancient records. 
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eluded by declaring his resolution never to lay CHAP, 
down his arms until the^e grievances were re- ——iXi 
dressed, and the security of the people \vaspstab- 1675. 
lished ; and he demanded irom his hearers a so- 
lemn assurance''^ of their support and fidelity. 

This speech was received with loud shouts, 
and having solenuily'pledged themselves never to 
desert their leader, preparations immediately com* 
menced for an expedition against the Indians. 
Meanwhile a declarationf was published with the 
signature of Bacon, setting forth at large the va- 
rious grounds of public discontent, and the mo- 
tives of the present rising. That nothing might 
appear wanting to the justice of their cause. Ba- 
con dispatched a messenger to the governor, stat- 
ing all the material circumstances of the insurrec- 
tion, and acquainting him with his own appoint- 
ment, and conjuring him to gratify the wishes of 
the people, who in their present temper were not 
to be restrained by any motives of loyalty or at- 
tachment. 

Tke reputation of Bacon was so high, that the 
governor did not think it prudent to send a direct 
refusal to this message. He pretended he could 
not decide on a matter so unusual and important, 
without the advice of his council ; a meeting of 
which he proniised immediately to summon, and 
to forward the result with all possible dispatch to 
mr. Bacon. He concluded a letter full of polite 
and complimentary expressions, by artfully Innt. 
ing at the alarming tendency of the present mea- 
sures, and how much the fortune and character 
of nu-. Bacon would be influenced by the issue of 
tliis dispute.J 

• Ancient records. liidem. 

\ Ibidem. 
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1675 
April 20, 



Governor 
proclatms 
Bacon and 
his follow- 
ers rebels. 



Pursues 
them to the 
tails of 
James river 



But this veil was too thin to impose on Bacon, 
and his preparations being now completed, he 
prooeeded with a choice body of near 600 men, 
to take vengeance on these hostile tribes, whose 
depredations and barbarities had lighted up the 
puolic vengeance and indignation.* Still h^ was 
desirous of covering his views by a shew of de- 
ferenceand subpiissiontothe constituted authority^ 
and pretending to consider the answer of the go- 
vernor as a promise of the commission, he dis- 
patched several messengers to James-Town, to 
hasten what he affected to think so essential to the 
security of the colony, and to his own justifica- 
tion.! 

But the proud spirit of the ancient cavalier, 
was at length rqused, and he disdained to tern- 
porise any longer with rebels and traitors. In- 
stead of the commission^ which was presumptu- 
ously demanded, he issued a proclamation com- 
manding Bacon and his party immediately tp dis- 
perse, on pain of being punished as mutineers 
and traitors. He did not stop here. He knew 
that the authority of government had lost that re- 
verence and respect which during a season of tran- 
quility were sufficient to sustain it without mili- 
tary aid, and having collected all ihe rich land 
proprietors, and such as yet remained free from 
the contagion of revolt, he pursued the insurgents. f 
He had scarcely reached the falls of James rivei', 
when intelligence reached him of a new and more 
formidable rising in the neighborhood of James- 
City ; and seeing no prospect oftittaining his object, 
and his followers being worn down by the fatigues 
of a long and rapid mai'ch ; after a short consultati- 



AncicAt recoids. t Ibidem. % Ibidem. 
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©n, he faced about, and proceeded with the ut- 
most dispatch to the defence of the capital.* 

His arrival at James- City disclosed to him ^^75. 
clearly the extent and views of the rebellion. Dur* 
ing his absence the inhabitants of the lower and 
central counties had risen under the conduct of 
Ingram and Walklatc, and were actually exercis- 
ing the duties and powers of government. What- 
ever was dictated by these leaders, had immedi- 
ately the force of law ; and he found his authori- 
ty of thirty years standing, and%hichhe suppos- 
ed built on the most durable of all foundations, 
the affections of the people, overturned in a mo- 
ment, or reduced to a shadow,* by a sudden and 
unlooked for revolution of public opinion. 

The several grounds of complaint which had 
been set forth in Bacon's declaration, were urg- 
ed anew by these leaders, and they demanded 
the immediate dissolution of the assembly, which 
had been base enough to countenance such pro- 
ceedings as the first step towards restormg peace 
and tranquility.^ 

In this emergence the haughty spirit of the go- 
vernor was compelled to stoop to concession. 
Resistance would have been not merely useless : 
It would have probably involved in bis own ruin 
that of the government and the colony . He there- 
fore resolved to make a merit of necessity, and at 
this late period, agree to do that, which if it had 
been done in the commencement of the dispute, 
had stopt the growth and progress of discontent. 
The forts were immediately ordered to be dis- 
mantled, the old assembly u^s dissolved, and writs 
were immediately issued for a new election 4 



* It was almost entirely deserted, 
-t Ancient records. | Ibidi^, 
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CHAP. It is a curious circumstance in the history of 
^sss^i^sgg^ revdutions, that every concession after the pub- 
1675. lie discontents have reached a certain stage, serves 

but to stimulate and enflame it : And this dispo- 
siticMi, which by nar. Hume is represented as an 
evidence of the ingratitude and depravity of the 
people, is in fact the natural result of the powers 
and faculty of the mind. Little is sufficient for 
the support and sustenance of man, and he is 
content with the scanty allowance, which his lot 
aflfords him : B^ut give him a taste of better fore, 
and convince him that he has a natural and equi- 
table right to a free participation in all tlie rich 
and varied bounties of nature, and if he have but 
an assurance of support he will be bold in assert- 
ing his right to the whole of his privileges. 

The election terminated as was natui-ally to be 
expected, in the triumph of the malcontents ; and 
to complete the mortification of the governor, Ba- 
con, and Brewse, a character equally obnoxious, 
were returned members for Henrico county.*. 

Meanwhile Bacon had fallen by surprise on 
. some of the towns and settlements of the suspect- 
ed Indians, and made a considerable number of 
captives. He was returning slowlyf in a sort of 
triumphal procession with his Indian captives in 
the centre, when intellig^ence reached him of the 
late revolution, and he immediately formed the 
rcsohition of proceeding to James- Town, attend- 
ed only by a kw followers, in order to procure 
the reversal of his attainder. The eclat of his 
Indian victories, added to the present formida- 
ble juncture ot affairs, would, he doubted not, 
dispose the governor to moderation, and hav- 
ing embarked forty of his soldiers well armed in 
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a sloop, he left his army and sailed down the ri^ 

ver.* 

This measure does not seem to have been 1675 
adopted or executed with his usual prudence and 

gDod fortune. The river was at this time full of 
nglish ships, whose commanders had taken an 
active part in support of the government, and one 
of these ships, commanded by captain Gardiner, 
was cruising to intercept him. As soon as the 
sloop hove in sight, Gardiner made all sail to cut 
her off from the land, and notwithstanding all tiie 
exertions made by Bacon's followers, and he him- 
self had got on board a boat, he was overtaken 
and sent by Gardiner a prisoner to James-Town. f 
Fortunately for Bacon, the report of his 
Indian victory had gone before him, painted 
with her usual blazon by fame, and exaggerated 
by the partial descriptions of the disaffected. The 
occasion seemed favorable to the governor to con- 
ciliate, by an act of clemency, the dispositions 
of the people, and to bind his enemy to him by 
kindnesss and good offices. Sir W. Berkeley ap- 
pears notwithstanding his reputation, to have been 
little acquainted with the heart of man, and the 
subtle casuistry of the passions. The act of at- 
tainder was immediately reversed, and Bacon, 
having given his parole, was admitted to his seat 
in the council of Virginia. J 

During the time these events were passing, 
there prevailed a report that Bacon's parole was gi- 
ven under a solemnT[ assurance from the governor, 
that his commission would be made out in a few 
days. It is the duty of history to admit that this 



* Ancient records. t Ibidem^ 

t Ibidem, 1 Ibidenu 
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CHAP, report \vas positively contradicted by sir WilHatn 
, Berkeley aiid his party, and on a full view of all 

1675. the circumstances,* I can find nothing brought 
forward on either side to substantiate their asser- 
tions. 

It is certainly much easier to suppose that Ba- 
con should countenance such a report, which jus- 
tifies the breach of his engagement, than that sir 
Wi Berkeley, whgse nice principles of honor had 
ever been witliout reproach, should with scarcely 
any motive have advanced a direct falsehood. 
Such a promise had moreover been inconsistent 
with the character of his mind and the invariable 
tenor of liis administration* Scarcely ever even in 
the greatest difficulties did his haughty spirit stoop 
to any thing like accommodation or compromise. 

1676. Bacon having joined his army, acquaints them 
with the duplicity of the governor and his invari- 
able obstinacy in refusing that redress, which was 
due to their courage and sufferings. At the same 
time he artfully mentioned his own distresses and 
dangers, dangers whioh he had encountered for his 
attachment to their cause. He did not speak thus, 
he saidi to enhance the value of his services : The 
sacrifice he had made of rank and affluence, and 
his own personal sufferings, being in his estima- 
tion light, when compared with the public griev- 
ances and oppressions.! 

The impatience of the people with difficulty- 
waited for the conclusion of this address. They 
demanded to be immediately led to James-Towai, 
promising that they would compel by force that 
justice which had so long been denied to their just 
petitions and remonstrance. If 



• Ancient records. 
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' Ba'c ON h^ too much judgment to permit their CHAP, 
iardor to cool by delay. He immediately broke ^^' 
up his camp, and having marched all night, he ^^^^^^ 
■surprised James Town early the next day, and * 
having drawn up his troops before the state-house 
whilst the assembly was sitting, he urged to that 
body, a majcMity of whom he knew to be well af- 
fected to his cause, the necessity of an immediate 
decision on a point at once so essential to the pub* 
lie safety, and the security of government.* 

The governor received the account of tliis vi- 
olence with feelings of the strongest indignati(»i, 
and when the committee of burgesses waited on 
him with an earnest request from that body Aat he 
would be pleased to put an end to the public dis- 
orders, by acceding to the wishes of the people, 
he for a long time peremptorily f refused to lend 
his name to give what he considered a sanction 
and authority to rebellion. J 

But the importunities of the ^sembly being 
at length back^ by the advice of his council, and 
Sluing no prospect of appeasing the public agita- 
tion, he reluctantly consented to sign the act of 
indemnity ; and a commission of general for Ba- 
con, which with several other papers had been 
drafted by the assembly. If 

Ample as were the powers contained in these 
instruments, the friends of Bacon, who were a 
decided majority in the house, did not think them 
sufficient, and as if to consummate the humilia- 
tion of the governor, they procured his signature 
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t He exposed his naked breast to the insurgents* 
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to a letter to the king,* signed by tibemfldreis and, 
the council, warmly approving the conduct of - 
Bacon, and recommending him to his majesty as 
a gentleman, whose zeal, talents, dnd activi^/ 
had been eminently exerted for the good of thp 
colony.* 

Bacon having thus fully succeeded in &is fiu 
Vorite object, marched out of town at the head d 
his soldiers, and directed his rbute towards the 
frontiers. ' 

Sir Wm. Berkeley lowered in his own csli* 
mation by the gross violence, which had been 
oflferedto his persbn and dignity^ resdved tore- 
tire from James-Town, havmg previously disi 
solvedf the assembly, which had been accessary 
to his disgrace and humiliation. His reasons for' 
this measure appear to be just and substantlai.' 
He knew that a majority of the members were 
disaffected to his government, and he apprehand- 
ed that they would proceed regularly to a uiorougk 
investigation of the whole catalogue <tf grievances^ 
and that he should be again importuned to give 
his sanction to measures the most obnoxious to 
his feelings and jH^inciples, or by his refusal en« 
orease the public agitation.^ 

He would have immediately disavowed the latfc 
tMDceedings as being extorted from him by vio- 
iMice, contrary to the dictates of his judgmentj^ 
and his sense of his own dignity. But there ap- 
peared as yet no place sufiidently free from the 
contagion of rebellion, whereon to place the stan« 
dard of legal authority. 

• •^IP" 

* Ancient records. 

4 See pi^r Breviarc and conclufouiu 
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I HE^ittSiieli^fedfiximthispeipfextUy bf ape& 

tfou from the loyal inhabitants of Gloster county^ 

|iraying th^ he would h(xior them by fixing his 1676. 
resvience amongst them, during the existence 
#f the pre^oit unhappy disputes, and promising 
to defend him at the hazard of their lives and for- 
^mes.* 

iMKEiUA'FE^tr on the receipt of Ais petition^ 
the governor issued a prodamation declaring Ba> 
0on a rebd, and commanding his followers to de- 
liver Hm up^ and Asperse themselves peacea- 
iAy^ <m pain, of being punished as traitors. After 
thi$. he raised the loyal standard in Gloster county, 
and called on 1^ Mends c^ order and good go» 
tenwient to rally round him^f 

Bacon having received immediate intelligence 
^tUs movement t^ the means of Lawrence and 
Drummofid> two popular persons, wheeled about 
and proceeded by forced marches to attack the 
gOi^eroor, before he could be rdnfiMx^ed. But 
the loy4 inhabitants had been disarmed by Ba- 
con at tibie cc»nmeneement of these disputes, and 
sir W. Bo'keley unwilling to expose the gene- 
rou» enthusiasm of his^ friends to certain destruc^- 
tion,^ withdrew himself privately with a fewfriend^ 
on whom te could rely, and took refu^ at Ac« 
«>mac4 

B^qofiT had not gained the object of his ub^ 
ceasing soUcitude> and be did not think o( puTf. 
suing the governor* Accomae, although subject 
to tl^ government of Virginki, was nominally a 
distinct territ<^. H9 wa3 now in possession cf 



^ &c Tindicadoa •? ly^ WminWI Berkeley ^ ApjKjnfii^, 
i^d the Breyiare. » ^ 
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CHAP, the seat of government, and. by his coimnisslctfi 
^g^^^g^ of general^, as well as the a&ctions of the people, 
1676. he {[X)uld command the whole resources of the 

country. 
Bacon calls Under pretence tiiat sh- W. Beikcfey had ab* 
a conveuti- Jicated his government by witWrawihg to this 
place, he called a convention of the most influen- 
tial characters from all parts of the colony, iii or- 
der that he might appear to give the sanction erf 
the peojde to whatever measures he should in feu 
ture be compelled by circumstances to adopt. 
August s. This conveirtion^ which noet at Middle Plan- 
tation, and determined that by the abdication of 
sir W. Berkeley, the government was vacant, 
and that according to the invariable usage of the 
j^ . . country, the council or the people might supply 
of this body ^^^^ vacancy, until the king's pleasure could te 
known. In conformity with this opinion, Bacon 
immediately summoned an assembly by writs, . 
sigped by himself and four other members of the 
council.* 

It is curious to observe the close resemblance 
between the opinion of this convention and that 
delivered in England twelve years after, bv a bo- 
dy stiling themselves a convention -of the Ln^ish 
people. It is worth while observing too, both 
conventions were composed almost exclusively 
of the adherents trf the dominant party, and the 
same labored casuistry appears in the arguments 
of each, to reconcile their proceedings with the 
spirit of their respective constitutions ; as if a na- 
tion owes any apology for the resumption of the 
powers it has delegated, and which have been fla- 
grantly abused. The insurrection, as well as the 
tyranny which it excites, are alike infractions of a 
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constitutieh, and from the tnoment that either of CHAP, 
the parties in the contract has transgressed its te- ^^' 
gai htnits, the instrument becomes a mere nuUi- 1676. 
ty, and loses that reverence and respect which 
i^ould preserve it against the siient arts of cor- 
ruption, or the mad excesses of a mob. Instead 
then of attempting to measuring their conduct by 
a standard which has been destroyed, nations 
shoud search tot models in reason and nature, 
leaving to schoolmen and sojrfiists the task of con- 
cealing truth under Ae jargon erf an obscure and 
unintelligible logic. 

In addition to this c^inion, so essential to the 
views and the justificalion of Bacon, a string of 
resolutions was adopted, which in their spirit and 
language bear so close a resemblance to the pub- 
lic declarations of the American confederacy, ex- 
acdy a century after tliat, the coincidence can 
scarcely be accidental. They -state that, 

" Whereas the country hath raised an army Declaration 
against our common enemy the Indians, and the "/ conven- 
same under the command of general Bacon, be- ^'^"* 
ing upon the point to march forth against the said 
common enemy, hath been diverted and neces- 
sitated to move to the suppressing of forces by 
evil disposed persons raised against general Ba- 
con, purposely to foment and stir up civil war 
among us, to the ruin of this his majesty's coun- 
ty : 

** And whereas it is notoriously manifest, that 
si^ William Berkeley, knight, governor of the 
coimtry aforesaid, assisted, counselled, and abet- 
ted by those evil disposed persons aforesaid, hath 
not <Mily commanded, fomented, and stirred up 
the people to the said civil war ; but failing there- 
in, had withdrawn himself to the great astonish- 
ment of the people and the unsettlement of the 
country. 
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CHAP, *' And whereas the ssM army nuaed by&c< 
^gg^^gg^ cottntiy for the causes aforesaid, remain full of 
i676» dissatis&ction in the middle of the coiHitry, ex. 

pecting attempts from the said country aiid the 
counselkn^s afS^esaid, and since no pn^)er means 
have been foimd out for tt^ setdement of the dis- 
tractions and preventing tt^ horrid outrages and 
murders daily committed in many places of the 
country by the barbarous enemy, it hath beeft 
thought fit by the said general to call unto him 
ail'such sober and discreet gentlemen, as the pre- 
sent circumstances of the country will admit, to 
the Middle Plantatic«>^ to ccmsuit and advise of 
re* establishing the peace of the country. 

^^So we the said gendemen, being this third 
of August, 1676, accordingly met, do advise, 
resolve, declare, and conclude, &nd for ourselveK 
<)o» swear in manner following : 

" 1st. That we will at all times join with die 
said general Bacon and his army^ s^ainstthe 
conunoa enemy in all points whatsoever. 

** 2dly. That idicreas certain persons have 
iately contrived and designed raising fwces against 
the said general and the army under his comm^id^ 
thereby ta beget a civil war ; we will endeav<Mr 
the discovery and apprehending of all and every 
of those evil disposed persons, and them s^ecun^ 
untile further orders fi^om the general. 

*' 3dly, And whereas it is credibly reported 
that the governor hath informed the king^s ma- 
jesty, that the said general and the people of the 
country ia^ms under his command, their aiders 
and abettors are rebellious and removed fi*om their 
allegiance; and that upon such like information^ 
be the said governor hath advised and petitioned 
tlie king to send forces to reduce them ; we d^ 
fari:aer believe in our consciences, that it consists, 
with tlie welfare of this aoantry* and with ac(r ii^^ 
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IlifpalM^to liismost sailed maj^stjr, that we the CHAP. 
iiJiabitants c^ Virginia to ^ utmost of our pow- ^ggg^ 
cr dot^pose and suppress aU forces whatsoever 1676. 
of ths^ nature^ mitil such time as the king be fuU 
\j informed of the state of the case by such per- 
son (»r persons, as shall be sent by the said Na« 
thaniel Bacon, in the behalf of the people, and 
tfie determination hereof be remitted hither. And 
we do swear that we will him the said g^ieral, 
and tht army uivler his command, dd aiul assist 
accordingly**' 

Bacon having now procured what looked like 
a regular and constitutional authority, proceeded 
to the accomfdishment of his Indian expalition» 
His late partial attacks, added to the internal dis« 
CHrders, had again forced into a confederacy sieve- 
ral nations that bordered on Virginia, and their 
united forces composed a body equally formida- 
ble by their numbers and animosity^ They had 
gained several advantages since the retreat of Ba- 
con, and these added to their barbarous mode of 
making war, smd Aeir shocking cruelties to their 
captives, had renewed the pubUc terrors* 

It was incumbent on Bacon to remove these 
ftppiiehensions. This had been principally instru- 
mental in fomenting the civil war : He had been 
«hosen general by the people, in the hope that his 
genius and courage would avert this evU from the 
col(Hiy. All eyes were fixed on him, and it was 
necessary that he should atchieve something to 
justify the puUic expectation. 

Having collected sufficient force, he proceed- 
ed to the Pamunkey, Chickahominyy and Mata- 
poni towna» which, together with dieir com, he 
destroyed, in retaliation of the late barbarities of 
the Indians. These tribes appear to have been, 
^apprized of this 'attack, and communicated the 
inlbrmation with Uieir usual celeri^ to the $eye« 
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ral nations in their rear. Their knowledge of the 
country enabled them to keep at a short distance 
in advance of the colonists, occasionally retreat- 
ing and skirmishing, as circumstances demand* 
ed. Their object appears to be to decoy the Vir- 
ginians towards the falls of James river, where a 
rendezvous had been appointed for the meeting 
of all their warriors, and where they hoped to be 
able to extinguish at a single blow, the strength 
of the colony. 

The boundary line between the Indians and 
colonists stretch from the mouth of Totopotomoi 
creek, where a fort had been established, to the 
falls of James river, intersecting Shock oe creek, 
precisely at a point where mr. Bacon had a plan- 
tation. 

The battle took place about two miles and a- 
half from this plantation, on the margin of a 
stream, which from the sanguinary nature of tte 
conflict, has since been called Bloody Hun. 

l^HE main body of tlie Indians was posted on 
an eminence that overhung the stream, and were 
protected by a palisadoed fort : But the intrejHd 
zeal of Bacon wouW not wait the tardy operati- 
Indians de- ons of a siege. Animated by his example, the 
feated. Virginians broke into the fort, and a desperate 
slaughter ensued of the Indians huddled close to- 
gether, and encumbered by their old men, their 
wives and children. Those who survived the first 
fury of an assault, were ^made captives, and a 
termination was given forever to the hopes of the 
Indians in diis quarter. 

Meanwhile the governor encountered an op- 
position at Accomac,^ which as it was totally^ 



Battle of 
Bloody run 
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tmcxpccted, aflfectcd him with a concern little GHAP. 
short t>f that he experienced from his other dis- 
trcsse& He had hoped that this comer naturally i^ra. 
divided as it were from Vii^inia, and legally con* 
sidered as a distinct territory,* by being more im- 
mediately under his controul, would be wholly 
free from the disease which afflicted Virginia...* 
His surprise and uneasiness may be easily con- 
ceived, when after a reception sufficiendy cold 
and formal, the people of this territory presented 
to him a bold and spirited remonstrance against 
the several acts of parliament, for confining the 
trade of the colonies, and praying that their ope- 
ration at least so far as it respected them, might 
be suspended* 

The situation of the governor exhibits a most 
iembairassing dilemma. To refuse, would be to 
crush the hopes and excite the disgust of a dawn- 
ing loyalty, whose zeal was essential to his im- 
mediate security, and whose example might be 
beneficial. To grant their petition, would, on 
the otherj seem like a justification and sanction 
to the proceedings of Bacon, and would serve a, 
precedent for new demands and fresh concessions^ 
We are not informed how he contrived to extri- 
liate himself from this embarrassment. To have 
made concessions so unusual during his distress- 
es, is certainly inconsistent with the severe and 
inexorable character of his pride and loyalty; and 
yet it is diflicult to conceive how he could have 
found security and fidelity amongst a people, 
whose just and determined demands he had pe- 
rcmptorily refused. His followers were so few, 
and his power and atithority so reduced and fall- 
en, that it is not possible he could have stilled 
their clamors by force. 
..^.-> — , ■ ' ' '* 

• Sec Charters. 
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CHAP. With the imperfect lights, which have ser- 

^^jj^^j^j^ vived, perhaps it is aHowable to conjecture thdt 

1676. their ho|Des were fed with promises of a favorabtef 

^ repeat of their loyalty to the king, and of the exi* 

ertion of the governor's personal influence for ei- 

tiler a total removal or a eonsidd:"dWe abatement 

of the commercial restraints which had been C(HH<» 

furpSthe An attempt was made at this time by Gile» 
governor. Bland,* one of Bacon's partizans, tb surprise tte 
governor at Accomac. In order to this he priw 
vately put a number of armed men on boaM a 
ship, which he had sei2cd, commanded by cap*- 
tain Larimore, a bark of four guns, a sloop and 
schooner. The exi)edition was under the com* 
mand of Bland and William Carver, a skilftii and 
experienced seamauk They gave out that their 
object was to intercept the supplies which were 
destined for the governor. This report seemed 
not improbable : Bacon had declared that all ves- 
sels which should be found carrying provisionsr 
or warlike stores to the enemies of the countfyv 
were good and lawful prize, and Bland in obedi^ 
ence to this decree, had already made priae of se- 
veral ships in the river and bay.t 

But this plan, previous to its execiitio*^ W» 
disclosed to the governor by captain L^m^ev 
who at the same time promised if a sufficient force 
was sent under an officer of tried coumgfe and fide- 
lity, to put him in possession of hfe ship, whose 
capture would probably drawiafter it the poss^si** 
cm dFthe whole squadron4 

The governor was mltdi perpte^xefl tiy the tt^ 

' ceipt of this message. His present sStoaiion wfts 

desperate. Notwithstanding the tiWie he had hem 
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at Apoomac, b^ few of the loyalists had rqpair- CHAP, 
ed to bis i^tamsbrd ; and bis personal safety was ;^^ 
every mpmeat becoming more insecure. Added iW6. 
to which, jj^ reflections on the melancholy re- 
verse of his fortune, hei^tened by solitude, and 
embittered by the recollection of those days whea 
the people of Virginia hailed him as. their friend 
and b^Ty rendered him little studious of life, 
wd nothing scrupulous of the difScultie^ and dan- 
gers of any project. Yet somethuig was due ta 
the faithful partner of his bed, who with conjugal 
tenderness followed him in his exile, and to those 
few loyal spirits, whose attachment had survived 
his prosperity, and whose fidelity ha,d passed the 
fiery process of a civU war, and had been found 
pure 9t every trial. Larimore had been known in 
the colony only by the more boisterous and gross- 
er qualictlies of his profession : Of the honest sim< 
jdicity and careless generosity which are thought 
peculiar to sailors, h^ w^ thought to be wholly 
divested^ and to pride himself in the exercise of 
mercantile cunni^ more than befitted an honest 
ipaa. No particular fects were alledged against 
liim ; burt the general opinion wan, that li^ was 
{tf-ofligate and foitbless- It was not improbable 
that such a man would meaiJy consent to becom^- 
a decoy, under promise of a reward pr<^KMrtioned 
tp the impcH'tance of the service.^ 

Whilje Ae governor was yet undecided, Phi* 
6p lAidwell, brother to the secretary ,^ and who 
^d be^Q disti^gui^d for his loyalty and attach, 
ment, proposed to manage this business in per- 
son ; and his friends having caught something lijke 
an assurance of success' fixan this display of gene- 
rous zeal, all fardicr scruples were removed. 
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Six and twenty tried men were secretly embaFk^r' 
ed at midnight on board two boats. Guided by 
Larimore's signal, they were almost instantly 
along side his ship, before the insurgents had any 
intimation of their proceedings. The feeble re- 
sistance which was opposed by men half asleep, 
and who were profoundly ignorant of the name 
and numbers of the assailants, was soon master-^ 
ed; and thus by a sort of miracle the governor^ 
who a few minutes before was without means or 
authority, found himself in possession of the whole 
naval force of his enemy, and which was amply 
sufEcient to give him the undisputed command 
6f the waters.* 

The fortune of sir William Berkeley immedi-^ 
atety began to rise after this incident, with a rapi- 
dity proportioned to that of their former depressi- 
on. The zeal and enterprize of his followers 
seemed too to have gained a new impulse, fromt 
the example of Ludwell, and instances of daring 
courage and active loyalty were no longer singu-' 
kr or solitary. Robert Beverley is mentioned a» 
one of the most active partizans in the irregular 
war which followed, and which unfortunately was 
every hour descending from its origkial lofty cha- 
i*actier of lo)^alty or liberty, into a mere contest for 
plunder and revenge, f 

Meanwhile having collected six hundred 
men, sir William Berkeley resolved to recover by- 
force his former authority. The fleet consisted 
of Larimore's ship and seventeen smaller vessels 
mounted with cannon, a force more than suffici- 
ent to preverve the empire of all the navigable 
waters in Virginia. As Bacon was absent on hi* 

♦ Bercvjare and ConclusuTtfT 
t Ibidem. 
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Indian expedition with the flower of his party, CHAP, 
and James-Town was capable of little defence, ^^* 
the loyalists were disembarked without oppositi- 1676, 
on, and sir W. Berkeley, after a melancholy ex. 
lie, found himself once more in possession of his 
ancient authority.* 

His first object was to disavow in the most 
public and explicit manner, the several acts in fa- 
vor of Bacon, to which he had given hii» sanction^ 
as having been procured under the influence and 
terror of ^rmcd violence, and as being repugnant 
to his judgment, and derogatory to his duty and al- 
iegiance to his sovereign. Bacon was again pro- 
claimed a rebel, and his followers commanded to 
surrender him and disperse, under penalty of be- 
ing considered and punished as traitors, f He 
next proceeded to organize the government, sup- 
plying the vacancies in the council, by the most 
meritorious and faithful of his adherents ; and 
having restored every thing as near as possible to 
its ancient footing, he stationed his troops in can- 
tonments sufficiently convenient to be assembled 
at a short notice, either for defensive or offensive 
operations. 

B A CON was retumingfrom his Indian campaign, 
when the news of this counter revolution reached 
him. He immediately discerned his oversTight in 
leaving his enemy in his rear ; and although he was 
in some degree prepared for the event, by the cap- 
ture of Bland and his squadron of cruisers, he did 
not hear it confirmed without- deep and sensible 
emotion. He saw himself by madly pursuing the 
phantom of Indian war, reduced to the most im- 
minent danger, and his regrets were embittered 



* Breviare and Conclusum. 
t Ibidem. 
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CHAF» b^ihc nefloction that the liberties of hb countiy 
^^* )vould be involved m the ruin of his £s)rt.uoea« 
1676. A strict discipline wm neither «i€jQt»ajy »or prac^ 
ticable amongst volianteers^ ^nd after tbie defeat erf" 
die Indiam ^e greal body of his follower^ ^r 
prehending no new and immediate dangers, bad 
dispersed to their several hoffies, in oardcr t^ re* 
conuiKt their e^^ploits and reeeive the oofigKatuiati*- 
oos of thek femiies ; and Bacon W9& left mtk 
scarcely three hiundi>ed men^ to encounter a force 
more than ithree times his superior ; fresh, and 
provided with every thii^ necessary for their aer 
Qommodajtion and comfort, whilst his little aroijr 
ivas worn down by a long anarch, and by the in* 
cessant lalxkrs of an Indian war, and in want of 
several articles of the first necessity. <»^ 

But the despondence of Bacon was but for a 
mo«aent, and these difficulties were easiJy sur,- 
mounted by his ardent courage and his sanguiae 
imagination. The dispariity of numbers he thougfad^ 
would be more tl^n compensated by the tried voi- 
lor ancj enthusiasiaii of his followers. He ^vould 
nm even wait for rei^fbrcen^nts, but easily per. 
suaded his followers, although in want of rest aod 
repose, nrt to slacken their zeal or their es^orti- 
ons before they had given the last blow to Ae 
hopes and macliina^iof^s of their tyrants. His ar* 
guments and exan9|>le ran like wild fire through 
the camp, and their fatigues and waafes w^e fcrr 
gotten in the suggestions of indignation* the asi* 
surauces of victory ,^ and the awr prospect of in-. 
dependence, t 

The march of the insurgents to Japes Ton^, 
although rapid, exlnbited rather the spectacle of 
a ti iumpli than the appearance of an army prepar- 



Dreviare aad Conclusum. t Ridcm. 
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kigftrbatdc. Thek- Indian captlvts^ tog^thtir 

w«fe tlie arms and pltindcr, whkh had been ta^ 

keiH \v«re placed in the ccintnj, and dispfeyed i676 
with 1^ the gaody parade of ttiilitary pomp, ^Ste 
et^ence rf patst atehfevemcnt and the pledge of 
new victories. The women and children as they 
jj^iM^fied poured out their blessings on their heads, 
and ofiered up prayers to Heaven for their safety 
iMi success* The general himself, with a coun^ 
tuenance that bespoke and inspired assurance of 
sircdeSB, appeared on horseback, now in the van, 
^g&A occasionally in the wing* and rear, chasing 
away despondence wherever he appeat>ed, and re- 
^viving hope by the ardor of his manner and the 
contagiouB spirit of his discourses** 

The insurgents arrived in sightof J^mes^Town 
just as the sun was setting, and Bacon having re* 
connditered the enemy {rota the cmin^ices which 
overldokcd the island^ he ordered a cannon to be 
fired and the trumpets to be sounded, in token of 
dt&uK^.f After this vaunt^ which seems to have 
lieen the military practice of the age, he dismoimt- 
ed^ and having surveyed the ground, he drew 
vi4th his own handp a liive ifw an entrenchment, 
sneiA encouraged his followers, ready to sink under 
ttoe fatigues of their march, to persevere a little 
Icmger, in order that they might afterwards repose 
iti security, and that fortune might have no op- 
portonky by any neglect of theirs, or by the pre- 
sumption of a blind security^ to cheat them of 
^ just and glorious rewards ctf their courage and 
aalferings. 

To have rejected an e^thcM'tation enforced by the 
]^ersc^fial ekample df their general, would be to 
bdie their principles and reputation. An en- 
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CHAP, trenchment of felled trcies, earth, and brush Wood. 
^^* rose at once like an exhalation, by their united^ 
1676. eflForts. The dear light of a fall moon in Octo* 

ber, by rendering distant objects visible, render-- 
cd their labor more secure and agreeable, and be* 
fore midnight had commenced, they were able to: 
refresh themselves and repose in security behind 
their breast work.^ 

The ensuing dawn brought ak)ng with it a re* 
newal of their labors. Bacon dispatched a smalt 
party at break of day to skirmish close in vntit 
the governor's lines, in order to ascertain their 
strength and position. These men, animated by 
the prevailing spirit of endiusiasm, were notconi- 
tent barely to execute the wishesof their general. 
They ran furiously towards the palisadoes, firing 
several times upon the advanced guards ; and af- 
ter having sufficiently insulted their enemies with 
this fruitless diisplay of valor, they returned with- 
out any loss to the main body^f 

It would have been a just reproadh oh the spi- 
rit and judgment of sir W. Berkeley, if with a 
superior force and the decided advantage of posi- 
tion, he longer had submitted to these indignities^ ^ 
He had already all the reinforcements he expect-, 
edj unless indeed the supplies which he had pres- 
singly demanded fromBritain,and these, he scarce- 
ly dared to hope, would arrive in time tp justify any 
considerable delay on bis part in the present criti- 
cal juncture of his afiairs. Every hour would oni 
the other hand, augment the power and conse- 
quently the enterprise of the insurgents ; . for how- 
ever the partial historians of Virginia have thought 
proper to represent the events of this period, 2kxt 
immense majority of the pcqple were actually e»- 
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gB^d in the rebeffiofi^ an* this feet \»to ^ flofdP- 

ri«Mi39v that the friends of sir W. Berkeley, Whd 

after hfe departure fof Engtend, undertook d tin- 1676. 
dication* 06 his conduct, against the report of the 
king's eommissioners, were constrained to ad- 
mit it ;- and that the little corps of legalists who 
accompanied brm in his exile to Accotnac amount- 
ed to htile more than twenty personal 'the fbrtt 
that he had brought from Aecomdc was compos- 
ed- of the crews of ships belbnging t6 all nationsf, 
attd fiwch idle Jind worthiest persons sis were to 
be moved only by the most sordid and mercena- 
ry motives>y and it is asserted by the commission- 
CFS of the king', who dt^w their information from 
aB classes a^d descriptions of persons within (fie 
colony, that independent of their usual pdty as 
mercewaries, the governor was obliged to hold 
oM the hope afnd even the promise of plunder antf 
conSscafions, before he could prevail on Aem to 
eft^ge in hisr service. 

Urgbi!) meanwhile by the motives, Which have Governor 
been mentioned, the governor attacked the en- sallies out, 
tre^fehments of the insurgents with the greater 
part of the garrison. The several corps on which 
he placed his principal reliance were placed in the 
frotyt line, axvA Were commanded by Ludwell, 
Beverley, and' the most able and' faithful of his 
adherents. The ft)i*ee employed on this service 
sallied out in good order, and marched up to the 
cHtrBnehments with a shew of courage and reso- 
lution. The contest lasted' but a- few mimates* 
Bacotti^cmed' the onset by a^ cool and weB di- 
rected fire from behind hfe entrenchmeai* ; and the 
goveittor^S' party, the greater part (^ which was 



*^ See Vindication in Kecofds. 
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CHAP, ccmiposed of new levies ; of men picked up from 
^^^^ssm ^^^^S ^ idle, the dissolute, and the abandon- 
16^6. ed, immediately turned their backs and fled. In 
vain their officers conjured them with tears in 
their eyes, to stand their ground> to turn and 
wipe off this stain on their courage : These ar. 
Is beatcti guments had no eflfcct on men, whose sole object 
^^' was plunder, ^d who finding the service in which 

they had engaged more dangerous and unproduc 
tive than they were taught to expect, were re- 
solved to take the first occasion to abandon their 
leader. ^^ 

So great was the panic that the fugitives did 
not stop till they had arrived within their lines, 
where they were protected by their batteries and 
the cannon of the armed ships. 

Bacon checked the ardor of pursuit at a short 
distance from his lines. > rom the shortness and 
suddenness of the onset, he apprehended it was 
only a feint to draw him from his strong position 
into an ambush ; and sensible of all the advanta- 
ges of his situation, he prudently contented him. 
self with the advantages he had acquired. This 
caution in all probability saved sir W. Berkeley : 
for had the insurgents been permitted to follow 
up tlieir victory, they might have entered James- 
^Town along with the fugitives, and by the sei- 
zure ^ the governor's person^ have (or this time, 
put an end to war. 

Th £ loyalists had several men killed and woun- ' 
ded in the field, and their drums and standards, 
which were thrown away in the pursuit, were ta- 
ken as trophies by the insurgents.! 

Afteb this attack. Bacon brought several largt 
cannon to bear upon the ships, and compelled 
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them to haul oflF from the island farther into the 

stream. His small army received daily supplies 

and reinforcements from the zeal and affections ^676. 

of the people ; and being now in a condition to Bacon me^ 

tict offensively, it was thought he meditated a ge- "*^*^^* ^ 

neral assault upon the town and island, while his 

fire would prevent their receiving any assistance 

from the ships.* 

The governor saw at once the extent and im- 
minence of his danger. His position, even with 
all the labor he had for some time employed in 
strengthening it, was incapable of defence against 
a spirited assault, even for a few hours. He had 
proved by the late unfortunate sally, how little 
reliance was to be placed on the great body of his 
followers, who ignorant of the principles of the war, 
and indifferent to its issue^ but so far as it might 
conduce to their profit, were attentive only to the 
means of their personal safety. Yet notwithstand- 
ing those considerations which advised a retreat a^ 
the only prudent measure, he had formed a gloo-* 
my determination to defend it to the last, and pe- 
rish in its ruins. 

This determination, which was deliberately 
and publicly announced, instead of inspiring a 
noble ardor and desperate resolution, was heard 
with emotions of terror, not unmixed with as^ 
tonishment. That any man should deijiberately 
throw down his life for the public advantage, 
or sacrifice it to the offended spirit of a n ce stn- 
sibiliiy, or the manes of a violated honor, was 
what men of grosser faculties were utterly unablei 
to comprehend. With such men all the aberra- 
tions from vulgar and established usage ; all the 
splendid excentricities of genius and rtfinement. 
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CHAl^ di!e immsiAf ascribed to one gep^ral ste»iard-T- 
^^^^^•^ p^^d^ess. T'lie deteraunatioa of sir WiUian^ could 
Wi?*'"' gcafcdy faM of coming uiwler this stan45U'd. They 
poucluded bi$ mislbirtune^ bad destroyed bi« area*- 
spn, and tlj^t they could not too speedily abandon 
9, man who, reckless of life himself, cpuld pot b^ 
supposed to have much care or concern for thi^ 
safety of others. 

Xhe perplexity of the goyernv every moment 
encreased. K^utiay had now thrown offalldisgui^ 
^d $tal]^d fearless in hi* presence. But tyventjf 
men would consei^ to remain with him, and eveii 
tJie^e strongly advi§jed the propriety of reserving 
himself for better days, ^tpd a more suitJ^bie an4 
momentous occasion. A general assault was to hn 
apprehended every moment, which would be t^r 
l^en adv-^ntage qf by the cowardice of liis followers, 
to abandon hip>, or, perhaps, give him up to hi^ 
CAf mies. His friends represented that there wa« 
no opportunity to fight with advantage or die \vith 
honors and tliat a short delay would prpbably ef» 
feet ^n entire revolution in his to tunes» by t\m 
arrival of the troops and supplies which wer^ exi 
ppcted frofli Britaw. 
The govcr- The caujse of prudence at length prevailed. In^ 
nor is pre- strvu^tions w^rc i^epretly dispatched tq the w»a-f 
vailed on to m^^jers of thi? several vessels to haul in <;jlpser to 
the island, and to have ^ their boats in readiness 
^ to repair to James- Tow^n at 9. concerted signal, 
B^cpn was hel4 ip suspense by vaitious move** 
iftents, indicating ai;^ attack o^ the part of the go^ 
venior. At midnight tl>? loyalists got oa board 
the boats with tj>e utmost silence, and regularity, 
aodt dve whple flpet (every thing that was valuable 
being, previoi^ly brouglit; off) dropt silently dpwi^ 
the bti^eam, and came to an anchor at a sufficient 
distance from the range of the batteries on the 
island. 
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, The mommg 4iscloeed to BiKxm the ffight of CHAP, 
the goviCffior, ai^ havkig taJj«n the neoessary pne- ^^ ' 
laantions to giiard against any stratagem or am- TereT 
Im^h, he descended from the heights and marched 
into dae town. He found iK^ing but empty walls : 
not a loyalist was to be seen# Every thing that 
aiv»s vahiaWe, or might he anywise useful to the 
insurgents, w^s taken from the stores/ and what it 
W43 inocflivenicnt to cany off, was thrown into the 
river- The ships hy at ancihor out of the reach of 
d^r^er, and appeared to be patiently waiting umil 
the rebel army should disperse, that they might 
r^cov-er posaeseicMi of James- Town, To Bacon 
fiuqh a Qonquest appeared little short of a defeat. 
rpjp mpre than a week the health and time of Ids 
brave foUower* had been wasted for the posses- 
sion of a petty town, without houses, or inhabi- 
tants, or riches ; which was only useful to those 
who. held the dominion of the sea, and which 
might be easily surprised by' a small body of 
troops supported by ships. But to him it was 
whoUy and utterly useless. It was incapable of 
defence against regular approaches ; and his fol- 
towers being all volunteers, who were bound by 
jho ties but their principles and affections, and 
moreover averse to forts, as one amongst the 
gFievance^ complained of, could not easily be . 
persuaded to become a garrison for its defence. 

Ujtf D E a these circumstances Bacon embraced a 
teaolution, whicl^ displays at once the ardor and 
decision of his character. Since James-Town 
could not with pr<^ricty be retained by himself, 
he determined it should not be a harbor and re- 
fuge for his enemies. His resolution, as well as 
the argumewls on which it was supported, were 
briefly explained to his army, who approved it 
by acclamations, Firebrands and combustibles 
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CHAP, were immediately prepared. The general^ him- 
^^* self led the way, holding a lighted torch in his 



1676. hand, and in a momei.t, the church, the statf- 

Jameaj. house, and all the other buildings, of a private or 
by^theinsur P^'^'^^ nature, were wrapped in a sudden and ge. 
genu. ncral conflagration. 

The flames, which were clearly seen from the 
ships, announced to sir W. Berkeley the daunt* 
less and desperate resolution cf the insurgents : 
And as nothing farther was to be hoped or appre-r 
hended in this quarter, on either side, the fleet 
proceeded on a cruize towards the territory of 
Accomac ; and Bacon having extinguished all far- 
ther opposition to his authority, and organized 
the government after the most secure and popular 
manner, dismissed for the present the great body pf 
his followers; having previously engaged their 
promise to be ready at the first notice of any new 
attempt of the govemer or his abettors, to disturb 
the public tranquility.f 

Since the convention, Middle Plantation had 
been made choice of by Bacon, for the meetings 
of the council and the seat of his administration. 
It is to be presumed then, that he retired td this 
place after the burning of James- Town, and that 
about this place, he had disposed the flower of his 
troops, against any sudden emergence. Every 
hour of his time, and his utmost exertions, were 
necessary for the support of his power and the se- 
curity of his party.. ..Sir William Berkeley had 
early in the dispute, transmitted lo England such 
an account of the force and intentions of the re- 



• Laurence and Drum mond set fire to their own housesi 
which were by far the niost valuable \n the town, 
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l>cls as were best calculated to rouse the attention 

efthc king, and to justify his own conduct. In 

these accounts the people of Virginia were repre- 1676. 
sented to be formidable by their numbers ; to be 
deeply infected with the contagion of mutiny and 
rebellion ; and to this dangerous spirit he ascribed 
the operation of the commercial restrictions im- 
posed on them by parliament, and the influence 
of some popular leaders, whose lurking treason 
was concealed under the specious garb of patriot- 
ism, and who took advantage of the public dis- 
tress and disaffection, to accomplish the most am- 
bitious projects. To remove these disorders, he 
strongly urged the necessity of dispatching a bo- 
dy of regulaa- troops, as the only effectual means 
to uphold the government, and prevent the co- 
lony from throwing off all subjection and depen- 
dance on the parent state.* 

It appears by the convention, that Bacon was 
fully apprised of the subject of this communica- 
tion, and that he was determined to resist the ar- 
mament as soon as it appeared* The time ap- 
proached too, when he was to meet the assembly, 
which he had summoned by the advice of the con- 
vention, and he could not avoid feeling the im- 
portance of a crisis so full of danger and uncer- 
tainty, and where the issue would depend in a 
great measure on his own personal address and 
intrepidity* 

The spirit of Bacon rose with the difficulties 
of his situation. By the means of his partizans, 
with whom he preserved a close and regular cor- 
respondence, he was enabled to keep aJive that 



♦ At ao early a period had a jealousy of her colonies, par- 
ticularly of Virginiai taken possession of the mother coun- 
try. Mmycriq/. 
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CMJij^. wtimm&pik tnd cofitinue that eonccft ae> «a0eatiAl 

^^- to the s«kcces5 of a national sest^ftee. Thie putW 
li& dittigeFa enabled him to engraft the mitilaT; olt 
the civil auitbority, without giving ^Bfence. I* 
waft t^ cause o£ aU'oEiea ; ai^ wnvy man wb»m 
soWieTy prepared to defend with bi& life hb^ €WtT» 
inAerests^ which were kivolved in those of the peo*-^ 
pie. Several' of hi^ captains exereiaed offices p^sac* 
ly military in: the districts^ which were thoughl te» 
be laosi exposed, su^ tfie popular eoioplaisaHce 
had bestowed on thei» severally the diglkified ^ 
tie of general : But aHhotigh they appe^s^d to esi^ 
ereise an< independent authority, they weve but 
the creatures, of his will, and their eottse^jaciice 
was built on his reputatiof^ DrummcHid^ L^v^ 
rence,, Gnaaes,, Ingram,. and Walklate* have h^n 
handed down 2» leaders of dis^et detachniei»l9v> 
and as zealous supporters- of the pi»i»cipleair©f ihon* 
leaden 

But the chief reEance of Bacon was> &m himselE. 
He viaked; in person all die military positions^ :* 
animating the zeak^iis^ and eonfirmiog t^ wa^er^ 
ing^ by his argjumentsi aod exampte. In) the pnow 
secution of this plan^, t^ labors, watchiiigs,^ aii(i 
difficulties he had to encounter, aetSng on a vio-^ 
lent cold he had contracted in the trendies^ befew 
James-Town, began tO' make a manifest im|«rs*- 
sion on his health, A slight diarrhasa^ waii^riffigp zt 
first little more than rest to remove it, uasbitfu-Uy! 
treated, was daily acquiring a fixed and^ pejima- 
nent habit in his^ eonstitutiom But he <^ not 
permit his zeal and exertions to. slacken or thi*- 
account; and although the fatal ravages- on: lM9^ 
health were visible to all, no one could discern the 
least diminution of his ardor, or the sligh tesir 
His death, abatement of his labors. Death at length over- 
took hiin at the house of a doctor Pate in Gloster 
county: ^but though diligent search was aftecr^, 



Bacon's 
health de 
clines. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



VIRGINIA. 193 

waxtls madp for his body by sir William Berkeley, CHAP, 
tiie piety of friendship preserved his remains ^^' 
from the insults which the cowardly malignity of i*^^^^™^ 
governments exercise on their dead victims, 

A SANGUINE temper, a bold and dauntless cou- Character 
rage, great promptness and decision of character, of Bacon, 
added to a presence of mind that rarely deserted 
him : these appear to have been the enviable qua- 
lities of this man. It is attended with some doubt 
whether he possessed, in the same eminent degree, 
those cooler properties, which might liave ena- 
bled him, by comparing his memis with the ends 
he had in view, to steer clear of projects above 
his strength, and to limit his ambition to the just 
points of resistance and obedience. But even 
though these points are decided against him, it 
will detract litde from his real fame. When the 
liberties of a people are in danger, or have 
been violated, it is perhaps right to trust less 
to the . doubtful virtue of calculations, and the 
cold suggestions of prudence, than to the ardor 
and enthusiasm of liberty, and all the heroism and 
glory they will inspire. Leonidas, with his hand- 
ful of patriots, at the streights of Thermopyla, is 
an object better calculated to command our reve- 
rence, and excite our admiration, than the great 
king moving at the head of his millions, and sur- 
rounded with all the pomp of eastern magni- 
ficence. 

The life of Bacon, as it appears in his actions, 
furnishes proofs of a nature less equivocal. Ac- 
tive, vigilant, patient, enterprizing, although un- 
acquainted with arms, the moment the energies of 
his mind were directed to this pursuit, he display- 
ed all the qualities necessary to exalt and adorn 
it. A faithful friend, his associates never had to 
complain of the sacrifice of their persons or pro- 
A a 
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pertirs by any tnean * *Bls(h cbttipromt* *f l!l^ii* 

leader. He disdained to IteAe his reputatt^ Ihfe 

1676. stepping ^6ne to his owh advancemeift: tod to 

his hondr it should be tnentioned, Aat While sk 
WiHiam Berkeley was daily executing %en by 
mock trials, or by the stKhfnaty prtysess of ttie^rtisfl 
law, at the time when he had scarcely a foot cf 
ground to stand on ; Bacon, flushed with vicJtdty, 
and in possession of all the resources of the c<Hih* 
try, was never reproached with shedding a sin*, 
gle drop of innoceitt blood, save tvhat \^tis itti* 
avoidably spilt in the heat and hurry of ba«de. 

Had this man's position on the globe b^eti'httft^ 
fevorable, or his means ttto^ ^ifple, it is ittjt 
easy to say how exalted had been his *4«k in hfe* 
tory. He might have been the Brutois or the 
Crortiwell of his country : but as it is, he is fated 
to pass oflf Without feme attd alfnefet without fto- 
tice.... A striking instance haW mu<th'4iaerit is «li* 
d^r the cofiux>l 6f times iand cit^ctiaftstajM^s. 
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State of the public mind after the death of Bacon — CHAP. 
Divisions among the insurgents — Sir fFdliam ^' 
Berkeley proposes terms oj accoptmodation — which 
are acceptea — His violation of his engagements 
— his wanton cruelty^-^his mock trials^ and san- 
guinary executions — The hinges commissioners 
arrive with a general indemnity^ which he refuses 
to proclaim — Assembly remonstrate against his 
conduct — He returns to England — Administra- 
tion devolves on Sir Herbert Jeffries^ the lieute* 
nant governor — Commissioners apply for journals 
of assembly — which are refused — but are taken 
by force — Six nations — their inroads — treaty 
with this people — and with the neighboring 
tribes--^ Friends of sir W. Berkeley cabal against 
the administration—and publish a vindication of 
his conduct — Case of t hilip Ludwell — Death 
of Jejffries — Sir H. Chicherly succeeds — Lord 
Culpepper arrives — Complaisance of assembly to 
him — his abuse of it — He returns to England — 
Depreciation of tobacco — Public discontent — 
Partial insurrections — Writs issued for calling 
an assembly — discontent appeased by this measure 
— The assembly proving refractory y is dissolved — 
Plant cutting — Return of Culpepper — Change 
in his deportment —Raises tfie value of Joreign 
coin—and again reduces its value— Robert Be-' 
vertey-"his intrepid behaviour-* -is persecuted by 
t/ie governor and council. 
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CHAPTER V. 



THE death of Bacon left the insurgents with- CHAP, 
out a head, and there appeared no one sufficiendy V 
conspicuous to unite the public suflfrage and con- tg/e, 
fidence in his ftivor. The pretensions of Walk- State of 
late and Ingram were so nearly equal, and yet so things after 
for below the public expectation, that to have de- Bacon^^ 
cided between them, would only be to create a 
dangerous jealousy, without advancing the public 
interest. Things were therefore permitted to re- 
main as before this event ; and the war was pro- 
tracted by the sudden incursions of small parties, 
principally with a view to plunder and revenge. 

In this sort of desultory warfare, the governor, 
having the command of the waters, was enabled 
to transport his men with celerity to any point, 
and it" was difficult to guard against the sudden- 
ness and secrecy of his movements. Yet, the in- 
surgents had still the decided advantage; and, 
wherever they appeared, the troops of the gover- 
nor were compelled to retire before them. 

But, notwithstanding these appearances, the in- 
surrection was hourly manifesting decided symp- 
toms of a speedy dissolution. The long duration 
of the civil war had prevented the usual attention 
to the labors of agriculture, and the other useful 
arts. The marches and counter marches of de- 
tachments, cnflamed against each other by all the 
rancor of party, would ndturally augment the evils 
of this neglect. In this state the expenccs on each 
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side were supplied by arbitrary requisitions, levi- 
ed on their opponents, under pretence of disafiec- 
tion ; and the pressure of want introduced a sen- 
sible abatement in the popular zeal and enthusiasm* 
Had Bacon lived, his genius would have remedied 
those evils, and bis e^cample and eloquence have 
supported the hopes of the people in their dis- 
tresses. But they saw ia hi* successors none oi 
his enlarged views, or his commanding talents, 
and they impatiently longed for the return of 
peace, as the sole means of averting the ruin which 
impended. 

Sir W. Bciieley saw with pleasure the &nA 
symptoms of returning loyalty ; and, taught pru- 
dence by his misfbrtuQ^, he did every thing ia 
his power to encourage this pacific sj^rit. ., His 
violent proceedings towards several of his pri-^ 
sonen, who were executed* by his directions, 
had inspired a general distrust of his sincerity, 
and he found it necessary to curb the intempe^ 
ranee of his own passions, and to check tte furi- 
ous zeal of his followers. 
A PLAN of general indemnity, unrestricted l^ 
Bcrkiey.pro any exceptions, was circulated through the coun* 
rn«?^?.?utT ^^y » ^^^ aware that little was to be expected from 
'^^''" "''^' " '" this mtrasure, so Icmg as a powerful body was in 
arms, to countenance rebellion and punish apos* 
tacy, he proceeded to York river, and entered 
into a regular treaty f with Ingram and Walklate^ 
who commandtd a considerable body of the in- 
surgents at West Poiiit. Tlus treaty commenced 
by a complimentar) J letter to Walklate, dated 



SirWm. 



coiDxnodati 
on. 



* Sec petition to kiog anc] council, by Sar^b Dr^tuiuoodu 

t Sec Brcvlare and cgnclusum. 
I Ibidem. 
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imti ^«i hmtGi ^&)t Lvainmt} ^t%^ its wttfmge* 

wic ^f fhe sea captainB, Hvhose ^J^ettl ^nd sorvioes 1676. 
had ijeen emitientif tixd^ed for «he restoratioa of 
Hie govemcfiT^ ^uthortty . 

A fi tr*r ^is timeOmnes, * whd cotti«ianded ?tlie 
tftsurgcRts on the south side of James river, wa» 
defeated by captain Cous6t and slain ; atid^ 
about the same time, the greater part of James 
*iv^'declaredfor the goveriii^r, 

'MiAWwHix*: the treaty of We^.?oiirt w» 
t^rought to a conclusion 'by Grantham, on ^rm» 
equaBy agit^ttble to bo<li parties. A general iki- 
^«imiy ^nd oteli^on^f^past olfences, on tfie part 
^ the government; smd a surrender -of their ^ra^, 
^and restoration of their plunder, by the insuiv 
^enls, were tbe<«ily stipuktions, wliich'were'de- 
^i^ftded Or conceded ©neither side. So anxious 
-w^reafl m<m^o^^rmm^e the present anar(*iy,^hrft 
-tibey iscJ^t^ly thought of 'making terms; -and die 
ffOvemment appeat^d ^ foi^et the woundB, ^hicfe 
iiad'been inflifeted on its d%mty; and the^«opte 
:thfe repeated ¥telalions of ttieir charters and liberties. 

Til tf^ittfertt fan now ^s strong in favor ot loy- 
4ty as k had formerly done in support of^rebek 
iion ; «6Pid so 'perfectly sineesc were the people, 
that tfeeycoiski not permit themselves to eitlentain 
Ite'tea^t distFU^ and jealousy of their adve<^iie& 
But the wounds of a false pride and mistaken 
jibnor ^are iiot so easily eradicated. The vain 
prided ahoestrj^, by nourishmg a notion of a 
m:ore pure and <honorable blood; the insolence 
^ power, pretending to derive its authority im*. 
wediatdy or by ddegation from heaven, cannot 
t>mok the imolent avoWl of rights and claims in 



^ BrcTiare^ndConclusuii; 
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CHAP, the peq>le. All attemf^ts to wrest their privik^s 

y^ggg^^^ from their oppressors are considered a profanati(Hi» 

1676.. which can scarcely be punished wjith too muck 

rigor ; and though they are sometimes compelled 

to abate somewhat of their pretensivHis, they never 

forgive. The wounds of aristocracy rankle deep; 

and though they are apparendy cicatrized, the 

slightest irritation is sufficient to open and en« 

ame them. 

The conduct of sir W. Berkeley was in direct 
contradiction to his own solemn assuraqces^ and 
the tenor of his proclamations. Instead of the 
pardon and indemnity, which had been promised, 
nothing was heard of but executions, fines, and 
confiscations. His partizanswere let loose through 
the country, armed with the terrors of judical 
power, enfwced by military authority. All tlie 
.copious stores, which malignity and vengeance 
had been laying up, during the existence of th^ joi- 
vil war, were now drawn out ; and a trifling injury, 
an insvlty nay, even a look, were recollected and 
punished wi^ inhuman severity. An attempt had 
ieen made to procure the condemnation of the 
obnoxious characters, by licencing or ii^imada. 
ting juries; but the acquittal of ,ten in on/e day, 
by various pannels, convinced them of the inipo$- 
sibility of wresting this noble institution to thfeir 
purpose, and it was abandoned for the more siun^ 
inary proceedings of martial law. 
Governor's Before jhese partial and vindictive tribunals, 
cruelty. which were filled by the most violent partizans, 
by a sort of general proscription, the great body 
of the people were brought in succession^ and 
punished according to the degrees of their rebel- 
lion. To such a pitch of injustice and indecency 
had they arrived, that they reviled the prisoners 
at the bar, in all the bitterness of rage and revenge. 
They are represented by the king's comnus- 
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sioners, to hav€ proceeded " with that inveteracy 
as if they had been the worst witnesses, rather 
than judges of the commission ; accusing and con- ^ ^^^• 
demning at the same time.''* The governor 
himself often attended these trials, and gave coun- 
^tenance to their bloody and inhuman proceedings. 

One of these cases is preserved in an order of Case of 
the king and English privy council, to the lieute- Drummon^ 
nant governor and council of Virginia, on the 
^tition of Sarah Drummond ; which, for injus* 
tice, has been seldom exceeded. TIm^ petition ^ 
states, that her husband, ** William Drummond, 
was, after the late rebellion, taken, stript, and 
brought before sir William Berkeley, and by him 
immediately (although in time of peace) was, 
without any thing being laid to his chai^, sen- 
tenced to die by martial law ; although h^ never 
bore arms nor any military office : not being per- 
initted to answer for himself, or received to trial, 
according to the known laws of England ;t but 
within four hours after sentence, being hurried 
away to execution, by the said governor's parti- 
culm' order, who before that time, on some pri- 
vate grudge, vowed that the petitioner's said 
husband should not live one hour after he was ia 
his power; that although the said William Berke- 
ley did invest the widows of the rebels, that were 
either killed or executed, in their husband*s es^ 
tates, nay, even the widow of that grand rebel 
Nathaniel Bacon, the only one excepted by royal 
pardon ; yet, so great was the said governor's in- 
veteracy against die petitioner's husband, tfiat he 
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tUAf. not ottif tcuA atfuy hii life, bat canned his snail 
jy- ^ pkntatUm to be seized, asid givien to bimself by 
1676. the eouncil; his goods to be retnoved and eiti. 

bezsledy and the petitionery with her five smtidl 
children) ta flj from her plantation^ and wander in 
^ desarls waA woods till ^tmty were ready to 
starve*'? 

Ttnis caise isy perhaps, highly coloured, byi^t 
distress and indignation of the widow ; bnt, in sdi 
lis leading ciremnstanccs it was confirmed by san^ 
pie testimony ; and the loyally, who aftetwMtis 
entered into a vindication of the conduct of sar 
W. Berkeley, did not pretend to impeach it» jfm- 
lidity. Thty state, indeed, that Drntnniofid wak 
a rebel, and that his punishment was just. 

Thb report of these ^rannical procee^ngs filled 
the colcftiy with consternation smd horror^ and 
numbefs were preparing to abandon their anintry 
for ever.^ Fifteen had already been executed, and 
the ra^ for prosecutions appeared unabated. The 
jails were crowded with prisoners, and a consi* 
derable number had been able to buy their lives 
only, by the sacrifice of their estates, . or by con- 
senting to pay enormous fined, imposed at the dis- 
cretion of their jud^s, and Wlnck lirere destined at 
once to feed the avarice and vengeance of diexr 
tyrantst-./' Fot so it happened,'* sacy d^e king'^ 
commissioners, *' that none did escape beln^ 
found guilty,* condenmed and hanged, that put 
themselves on their trial, there happetitd to be so 
much guilt or fear ki most men, thai there was 
not a tnan, who would not much rather have a fifne 
imposed on him, before he would venture to staikl 
to his trml : so at last this was the question to^ 
criminals, Will you stand your tibial, or be fined 
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'WdiwiitcacedasAceQUrtshall^^^^ It is 'CHAP, 

difficult to conceivic a stalti£ of sooiety mwe dsed^ ^^^ss^ 
and deplorable. 'W-iy 

While these arbitrary proceedti;igs were at 
their height, the assembly, which bad been sum- 
moned by the govenuH- on his leturu to Green January 20; 
JSpring, met; and Herbert Jeffries, who had re Commis- 
<:eived the king's commission to act as lieutenant ^joncrs ar- 

fovemor, accompanied by sir John JBeny and j^^- 
rancis Morrison, who had been named commis- ^'^"•'^ • 
doners, to enquire into the state of the colony, 
^arrived in Virginia. With diem qame a regiment 
of regulars to suppress the rebellion. 
- These incidents afforded a shoirt respite to the 
-public distress, and a considerable .degree of 
4mxidy was manifested by both parties, respect- 
ing the objects of the commission, and the nature 
and extent of its powers. 

•Ok the first notice of the arrival of th^ arma- 
ment, riie governor repaired to Kiquotan, and re- 
ceived <m. board the Bristol, the di;^tche3 from 
the privy council. The commissioners then read 
to him their commissions, and delivered the seve- 
ral proclamations smd instructions, and an act of 
gener^ .indemnity, with the single exception of 
fBacon. Here they .first learned with astonishment 
and indignation, the trials and executions by mar- ^ 
tial law, and desired that this mode should be re- 
linquished, as plainly repugnant to the laws, as 
well as the. express commands of the king. The 
-governor urged,. in justification of his conduct,* 
that ** he doubted whether a legal jury would have 
:found them guilty. The contrary, he said, he was 
afterwards sufficiently convinced of, when he saw 
upon the trials had at his majesty's, oyer and ter- 



f Ancient records. 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 




294 HISTORY OF 

miner, that there was hot a prisoner, that came to 

the bar, that was brought m guilty by the jury." 

1677. The commissioners next urged the propriety 

of publishing the king's proclamation of indem- 
nity, as a necessary step towards appeasing the 
fears and restoring the tranquility of society. 
Governor But the govemor^s vengeance was not yet sa- 
rcfuses to tiated, and his haughty spirit was roused b) this 
clamaSon"^ attempt to interfere with his authority. He re^ 
of indem- fused to publish the king's proclamation, unless 
nity and he was permitted to except from its benefits cer- 
pardon. tain characters, whom he had marked out for 
destruction. 

The commissioners finding that nothing was 
to be gained by reasoning with a rash and sple- 
netic old man, proceeded directly to the immedi- 
ate object of their voyage, and opened their com- 
mission for hearing and determining grievances. 

The moment the nature and dejects of the 
commissioners were made known, a general joy^ 
prevailed throughout the colony, and their tribu- 
nal was continually crowded with the victims of 
loyal cruelty and rapacity. The widows of those, 
who had been executed, attended, weeping, with 
their children ; and using the sacred privileges of 
incurable anguish and despair, invoked justice on 
the head of the tyrant. The public indignation 
too, in proportion to the efforts, which had been 
used to suppress it, now burst forth in charges 
against the governor and hiscreatures; and crimen, 
which had not before been heard of, were pre- 
sented and sqbstantiated by evidence. 

In this delicate business, the commissioners 
proceeded with moderation. f Aware that several 
of these accusations had received a strong color- 
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ing from the passions and interests of the peti- CHAP* 
tionei's, they summoned before them some of the ^' 
most moderate and disinterested characters from 1^77. 
every county, that, by their unbiased testimony, 
they might be able to determine with justice and 
certainty. 

Even with this caution, the number, the vari- 
ety, and enormity of those charges which were 
supported, astonished them, and they were at a 
loss to reconcile this assemblage of odious vices 
with the received reputation of sir W. Berkeley. 
The commissioners applied to the governor 
for the restoration of the estates, which had been 
seized without trial or conviction, and sent him 
the WTitten opinion of lord Goke against the le- 
gality of his proceedings. But these estates were 
held by himself or his creatures, and he refused to 
comply with this requisition; appealing fiom 
their decision to the king and privy council. In 
this case the commissioners summoned six p^r- 
sons to value these estates, under oath, and ex- 
acted bonds, with approved security, from the 
holders, to abide the dicision of the king.* 

The continual solicitude of a mind, once finely 
attempered, but now become peevish by age, and 
irritated by opposition, began sensibly to affect 
the health of the governor. Although in the spirit 
of a cavalier, he affected to despise the opinions 
of the i^ople, he could not avoid observing the 
horror, which his presence every where excited ; 
and his pride was humbled by the open counte- 
nance given to his accusers, by a commission es- 
tablishwl by royal authority, tie disdained, how- 
ever, to manifest his uneasiness, and his deport- 
ment was marked by the same serenity and dignity. 
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CHAP, -which graced his more prosperous fortunes. But 
^ijj^jggj^ his griefs, in proportion to the eflforts used to sup- 
1677. press them, preyed on his heahh ; and the irrita- 

tion of his temper would often betray itself, spite 
of his caution, in sudden sallies, and bursts of 
rage and invective. 

To relax any thing of his sternness and severity 
at this season would, he thought, be imputed to 
the suggestions of fear and the compunctions of 
conscience ; and, in order to preserve the consis- 
tency and dignity of his character, he resolved to 
act with greater vigor and severity. Neither his 
feelings nor his safety would permit a much lon- 
ger stay in Virginia. He wantdd to justify his 
conduct before the king in person : but he was 
resolved, that every moment of his stay shouldbe 
consecrated to vengeance. 

In this spirit, Giles Bland, who had been sur- 
prised by Ludwell on board the Larimore, was 
brought to his trial ; and although he pleaded that 
^ir W. Berkeley had his pardon, with the Toyal 
signature in his pocket, he was found guilty, by 
a jury summoned by the k>y^ sheriff of James- 
Town, and executed. Nine otliers were brought 
up in succession, and suflfered the same fate. As 
if to manifest in the 'most explicit and public- 
manner his contempt of their remonstrances, the 
members of the commission were invited to at- 
tend these trials, and it was there, they witnessed 
that indecent and saviige zeal in the judge$, which 
has been mentioned iibove.* 

Iris not easy to conjecture where these excesses 
would have stopt, if the governor had been per- 
mitted to procetd without interruption. But the 
assembly, which was sitting at this time, voted an 
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addmsto tli« govcmw, contaankig these remark- CHAP, 
able words ^'tliat he would desist from amy farther ^^^ 
sanguinary puBislMntiits, ftx* ncHie couki tell wkere 1 677. 
4M viheii it wouid ternanate.'' 

ToucHfiB by this just and roodCTate reproof ^ 
and perharps glutted ^ ith bloody he stopt a.iort ia 
IIk midst of' Iiis career ; and^ baviog now a^^as- 
ed the oiended spirit of official dignit\ , and set an 
^xanspAe to traitors of the just and dreadful punish* 
ments with which Heaven, by means of its earthly 
dekgs^s, punibhes rebellion, he prepared for his 
departiu^ to Britain. 

iSfiVERAL circumstances, of a nature whc^y 
unexpected, contributed at this, time to confirm 
his disgust. The assembly, which he had sum-^ 
noned immediately after the si;q)pression 'of the 
rebeHion, and whose fes^s, as well as their loyahy^ 
would, he diou'ght, induce them to enter fully 
into all \ns schemes of rapine and revenge, had 
early evinced a dispositicHi to thwart and disou 
bilge lum. In his address, at the commencement 
of the session, he had taken occasion t& advert to 
the generous protection afibrded him bj the peo* 
pk oi Accomac, and requested that the assem« 
hfy would devise some honorable nmrk of dis- 
Unction to reward their loyakj. When this part 
of the governor's communication was in detJate, 
in a committee of the whole, colonel Warner, the 
speaker, said, ** be knew not what marh of dis- 
tinction his honor could have sette on those of 
Accomack, unlesse to give them ear- marks or 
iurni marksj for robWng and ravagir^ honest 
people, who stayed at home, and took care of the 
estates of those who ran away, when none inten- 
ded to hurt 'em." This was a direct attack on th^ 
character of the loyalists, and, in some degree, an 
exculpation of the views and character <rf Baeon. 
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CHAP. The remonstrance to the gOTcmor against his 
j^jgj^ij^-g sanguinary proceedings, is an evidence, that this 
iorr. disaffection was not confined to Wanier. In fact, 

the present assembly contained several old mem- 
Jbers, who, during the three preceding yearsi had 
argued freely on the several subjects of grievance. 
Amongst these I find the name of Thomas Press- 
ley, one of the members for Northampton so early 
as the year 1667« This is the man mentioned in 
an old manuscript, addressed to the earl of Ox- 
ford, lately published in the Enquirer, of this 
state, who. on his return home, told his neigh- 
bor, the member from Stafford, '* He believed 
the governor would have hanged half the country 
if they had let him alone. "^ 

Sir William Berkeley returned in the fieet to 
England, supported in the midst of his infirmities 
by the energies of a spirit, which age nor misfor- 
tune could not wholly extinguish. He indulged a 
hope, that his bare presence would remove from 
the mind of the king all unfavorable impressions. 
But on his arrival, in conversing with some of his 
friends, he found, that his conduct in Virginia 
was regarded with horror by a majority, of the 
council, and that the king himself ehher joined in 
his condemnation, or was ashamed to sanction so 
many enormities. 

Th e pillar, that supported him through so many 
misfortunes was now removed, and lie sank at 
once into the grave; a venerable ruin, which had 
Jong nodded and bowed to every blast, but which, 
contrary to general expectation, was propped and 
supported by the excellence of its materials, and 
the admirable harmony of its parts. The character of 
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ks 'arekiteoture MFa8 grnhic^ and severs^ barbiiut»ii 

tmces of Ibe false taste, which prevailed in those 

day$, were visible in many of its part^. The tout 

msemUe too, wanted something of the softened 

^^ces and just proportions of the classic orders i 

but there was, nevertheless in it, an air of gloomy 

and solitary grandeur, for same time previous t» 

its isSi, which left a deep impression on the speer 

tator ; and though he could not, consistently with 

bis judgment, approve cither the plan or the exr 

ecution, he could not help regarding it as a spec*' 

tacle worthy to excite the liveliest interest, aivd to 

gratify the most ardent cariosity of the antiquary 

and the natutcdist^ 

' Thjb historians' of Virginia dwell wkh peculiar Character 

eompbcency on the virtues a^ accomplishments of sir Wm^ 

4of this gentleman ; and although diey rarely mar ^^'^'^^l^T* 

m&st either the disposition or capacity to preserve 

the memory of their atchievements, by Wilful and 

striking portraits of their {»-incipal personages* we 

V€ indebted, on this occasion, to their zeal fi3r 

some detached lineaments, which will serve to 

convey some faint traces of a true likeness, 

Livisrc in times of civil ccmtention, when the 
f;reat qualities of the understanding are bcddly and 
rapidly developed, it is on all hands agreed, thu 
sir W. Bericeky was consqientiously attached to 
the principles of his party, and scrupulously ob- 
servant of those finer touches of feuckl or ohivaL- 
lic honor, which were thought to constitute ks 
principal perfection. The repuUican party i^ 
England justified their oppositicoi to the arbitrary 
ioeasures of the court, by arguments and exam«- 
l^es cb-awn froiii the Greek and lioman comnuHi'- 
wealdis; and seemg that the mstances of patriot* 
i«n and setf-denial were most numerous and 
con^ioious in those states, wiiere the mianners of 
Cc 
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CHAP, the people wttt plain and simple, they afiectcd & 
^* Roman plainness in dress, and the Spartan seve- 
rity of manners. The softness and polii^ visible 
in the followers of the court, and which were the 
offspring of wealth, of indolence, and privileges, 
were regarded with horror, as the causes and 
symptoms of a fatal and inevitable corruption of 
manners. The cavaliers, or, as they stiled them- 
selves, the gentlemenof that day, on the other hand, 
piqued themselves on their lineage and descent ; 
and modelled their manners on those gallant and 
adventurous knights, who freed Europe from 
dwarfs and giants, the ruthless proprietors of en- 
chanted castles, and who rescued distressed bemity 
from the dungeons of enchanters and magicians. 
To ardent and generous spirits^ it must be con- 
fessed,, there was something fascinating in the ex- 
ample of those worthies, who freed the softer sex 
from the thraldom of a coarse and barbarous 
tyranny, and raisied them from being the slaves of 
their husbands, to that equal rank, which they ' 
have since maintained, and which they continue 
to adorn by their virtues. It was seen, that the 
sphere of human happiness was enlarged by 
this liberality ; that from this moment the con». 
nexion between the sexes became more lasting, 
more rational, and endearing; and that the men 
were daily improving in humanity and virtue, 
under the soft and bewitching influence of beauty, 
rendered more interesting by the graces of cul- 
ture and education. 

It should be acknowledged too, tliat the gross 
and improbable fables of the feudal age were no 
longer accredited : so much only of the laws of 
knighthood and chivalry survived as scrA^ed to 
keep alive and nourish a high and romantic honor. 
An English gentleman no longer rested on his 
pedigree and his lance, for the esteem of man* 
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kind. More copious and lasting sources of glory 
and estimation were discovered in the attainment 
cf knowledge, and the distinctions of society* 
The school theories were corrected and improved 
by experience, and that inimitable finish given 
by travel, so necessary in the forming the fine 
gentleman. 

Unfortunately for the world, those noble 
qualities were lessened, if not wholly obscured, 
by some ot the causes, which contributed to pro* 
ducc them. They saw the accomplishments, so 
precious in their estimation, almost exclusively 
confined to the court and aristocracy ; and they 
rashly concluded, that the people at large, rude 
and barbarous, unamiable and unlettered, were 
utterly incapable ot self government. The privi- 
leged orders appeared, by their intellectual supe- 
rioritj', to be pointed out by Heaven as the go- 
vernors, and it seemed little short of impiety to 
resist them. Hence their attachment to royalty. 
The king, in point of riches, and descent, and 
power, and learning, was supposed to be the first 
gentleman in the nation, and they idolized in 
their chief, the supposed image of their own 
accomplishments. 

Amo N€ ST a class, where all were distinguished, 
sir William shone conspicuous and distinguished ; 
and although his actions were atchieved in so re- 
mote and obscure a corner of the empire, that the 
parent state almost forgot its existence^ amid the 
shocks of repeated revolutions, he has afforded the 
most conspicuous proofs of disinterested fidelity and 
successful courage. We see him, when the hopes 
of the royal party were extinguished, in every other 
quarter, by the genius of Cromwell and destinies 
of the republic, set himself in array on the banks 
of James river, with his scanty means, against the 
most formidable power in Europe* Overpdwered, 
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CHAR at lengtib, b^ nomber^ he fbrees from hb <!nefiites 
^^^ the most Hbef al terms ; having augmented, ratl^ff 
than diminished^ by his capitulation, the piivi^ 
leges of the colony. Henceforth he is heard of no 
more^ tSi^ stisining from his retirement^ and acoond^. 
xng the popular impulse^ he overturns the pmtec* 
tor's government within the colony, and prodaiios 
the second Chariest So that he had the gopd for* 
tune to be the last to abjune his allegiance to roy-^ 
iJty* and the first t© renew it. 

It were to be wished, that the remainder ctf die 
portrait, for the honor of our nature, could be 
made to correspond. It would at least ftimish m 
pleasing picture of course and fidelity: mid 
akhough the main actions of the origin^ were 
prcgected on ia scale of erroneous poUcy and misj- 
taktfA hom>r> but one opitiion could be entertained 
ctf tte qualities of his heart and the graces of hi% 
manber. But we are aftaid^ Ihat such a coirespon^ 
dehce would destroy all likeness. In the suppress 
sion of Bacon^s rebirfKon^ he has been accused of 
iKJtiing widi a spirit of revenge and crudty. His 
declining years were tainted with avm*K:e^ and 
Stained with in^oc^m bbod : his deportment, as 
governor, was haughty, insolent, mid repulsive^ 
Vt may be urged, that these charges m^ utterly 
irreconcilable widi die character for nice honor 
and severe virtue, whifch has been UMnimoudy 
ascribed to sir W. Berkeley. I cajmot he^ it. I 
must only «ay, diese hfestorians were either igno^. 
rant of facts, or they were unwlttmg to speak tfee 
truth. They spedc only t>f the momfaig of his 
power, when he merited, by his virtues aiS urba- 
nity^ the character they ascribe to hkn. Thef 
saw nothing of the meridian fervor of its beams 5 
or, when lurid and portentous, he set iu ^ sea of 
Wood. 
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Btr t isucllrewlutkmsaiie neither rare nor uncom- 
imm in the human character. We inu^ no longer 
look for those graces and virtues in this m^i, tihat 
once made him the idol of the people^s love ; that 
transported them into rebellion, or reclaimed them 
to allegiance. Age had blunted that f^ne edgt of 
sensibility^ and obicured that inimitable polish of 
manners, wtiose fascination was long remembered 
wrth delight and admlraftion* What had. been 
spared by age and infirmities^ opposition had en-i 
flamed into madness ; and all that remained of tiie 
accomplii^hed cavalier of the year 1640, was sL . 
feeble aiKl wrinkled old man ; fitful and splenetic, 
captious and overbearing : whose feebleness and 
petulance were those of a child, whose wrath and 
citaelty were those of a tyrant. 

The absence of sir William Berkeley devolved ^^77. 
the government on Herbert Jeffries; and the re- ?^*^. 
di?ess of private grievances proceeded without any Jn^nt ^ 
consideraMe interruption. The loyalislts, justly vcrnor, 
apprehensive that they would be immediately cal- 
led on to disgorge their plunder, did all in their 
power to embarrass and mislead the commission ; 
and lest their silence should be construed into an 
admission of the various charges alledged against 
tiiem, they drew up a defence of sir William 
Berkeley's administration, in which they took oc- 
casion to animadvert, with some asperity, on the 
conduct of the king's commissioners. But this 
publication is remarkable for little else beside its 
querulous and peevish spirit; and, as it was not 
calculated to mak-e any materid impression, no 
notice appears to have been taken of it by the par- 
ties interested. 

An opposition, of a nature more alanning, and 
from a quarter where it was least expected, was en^ 
countered by the commission conjointly with the 
governor. To enable the king*s comniissioners'to 
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prosecute their enquiries with effect, ^t had been 

usual to give them the power to call for persons 

1677. and papers ; and all persons were commanded, on 

their allegiance, to obey their requisitions, 
CnTnmissi- 1n Conformity with these instructions, the com« 
onem apply missioners applied to the assembly for the inspec- 
for^ atsem- tion of their book<} and journals. We are not in- 
bly's jour- fonned whether this application was made witih a 
view to examine their judicial or legislative pro* 
ceedings. The assembly, as a court appellate, 
• might have had cognizance of many of those cases, 
which fell under the jurisdiction of the commis- 
sioners. Nothing could be more just and equita- 
ble, than that all the light possible should be 
thrown on their enquiries. But the assembly, 
vhicb are j^l^^^s of tiieir privileges, refused the application, 
refused, notwithstanding their personal respect for the 
members, and their entire approval of the object 
of the commission. It neither comported with 
prudence nor their dignity to submit their pro- 
ceedings to the agents of the king. It would serve 
as a dangerous precedent, which might hereafter 
be made use of to intrude on the privacy and in- 
dependence of their body, 
bnt are ta- '^^^ conduct of the commissioners, on this 
licnbyforcc. occasion, did not correspond with their characters 
of peace-makers and restorers of the public tran- 
quilitj'. Fuiding that the assembly would not be 
induced to sanction what they conceived a dan- 
gerous innovation of former usages, they forced 
the journals out of the hands of the clerk. 

Notwithstanding tlie military force with 
which the govenunent and commission were sur- 
' rounded, and the fears and despondence, which 
the late unfortunate rebellion had left on the pub- 
lie mind, the assembly resented tliis outrage, vrith 
a spirit and dignit}', in perfect consistence with 
the cliaracter of their country, and tlie noble ardor 
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of their ahcc8t(»^. They votei, that the power CHAP. 
Exercised by the commissioners, in the seizure of ^' 
their original journals, " could not have been 1^77. 
granted by the king, because they found that the 
same was no where practised by the kings of Kng- 
land;... .they therefore declare it a violation of 
their privileges, and insist on receiving satisfac- 
tion for this, and assurance that no similar outrage 
should be offered in future," When the circum- 
stances of Virginia are at this time accurately con- 
sidered, perhaps no avowal ot privilege was ever 
more noble and spirited. 

There is reason to believe, that the j^ousy 
cf the assembly was not entirely without founda- 
tion* Since the government of the commonwealth, 
the king had evinced considerable solicitude re- 
specting the proceedings of this body. It has been 
seen above, that sir Wm. Berkeley had been in- 
structed to procure the erasure of all acts and 
proceedings injurious to loyalty. The late unac- 
countable rebellion had probably revived these 
fears; and the journals were now demanded, for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether theix was any 
disposfkion to shake off their dependence on the 
parent state. 

It is difficult to conceive how Morrison, a citi- 
zen of Virginia, and for many years a member 
and speaker of the assembly, should have been 
engaged in a procedure so ungracious and unpo- 
pular : but the imperfect records of those times 
leave us wholly to conjecture on this and several 
other points equally interesting. Even the memory 
of this whole transaction had been irrevocably 
lost, but for a letter from the king to lord Culpep- 
per, near six years after : so mutilated and abrupt 
are the records of the most interesting events, 
-even in the only copy, which has survived. 
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The interior afidrt of the country'^ bemg now 
sufficiently adjusted^ the governor and conums^ 
sioners proceeded to the considrratioti of Indian 
a&irs; a subject, to which Uiek attention was^ 
^ith peculiar emphasis, directed by die Gommajids 
£>i the king and the apprehensions of the {)eople ; 
And whose neglect had been thought^ moi«e than 
any other cause, to have eontributed to the late 
rebellion. An experience of seventy years had 
evinced the fidlacy of the jK^cvailing 0][uiitOQs r&- 
i^pecting this people* 

Notwithstanding, their ignorance of the 
arts of civilized life, they were found to possess 
tliat courage and sagacity, which often enabled 
;them to baffle the combinations of European im- 
provements. An invincible spirit of indcpen^nce^ 
a contempt of death, a thirrt for war, an ardor and 
<:onstancy in friendship and in hosttli^ ; courage^ 
patience, and sagacity : these were the properties 
of the North American.... and these were all the 
attributes of heroes. Their passions had hitherto 
prevented their doing justice to the character of 
this people; but the truth was daily manifesting 
itself, that the Indian was a man formidaflb alike 
by the powers of his mind and his body; and thp 
•absurd contempt in which they had hitherto affect- 
ed to regard him, was rapidly giving way to sen- 
timents of apprehension and respect. 
Six Nations. - The alarm excited by the Indians on the fron- 
tiers, was now increased by the inroads of the Five 
Nations;^ a formidable confederacy, whose em- 



* They call themselves Mingps, are called by tb« French 
Iroquois, by the English Five Nations, and by the soulh^ro 
Indians Wassawomacs. The Senecas, who live to the west \ 
the Moliawks, to the east ; and the Onondagas between them 
are tlie elder tribes....the Cayugaa and Oneydas art the 
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iifp f *^w^4 *t the hmk* of th^ EngUsk sistid^- CHAP. 
^eirts, from the north of New-Englsuijl to Caro- ^' 
^m,m the §outh} 5UkJ westw^, ^s fer ^s the 
WPtf p of Ac Mi6qi$i^pp4 : a trgct of country, ex- 
/f:€edii|g twelve hiipdred ipUes in kngtbj and $i?: 
^yn4re4 in breadth, Whc^ver f hese sav4ge pon- 
iimeror^ appeared, the Indiw nWion^ tpmfied ^ 
their ^3j:tr^pr4in»iy eowroge, m^ th^r high repw- 
tfttipn, retired before themi wid, it wai^ owing tp 
^nf of tb^ir irruptiqnsi that the Su9quf^8nna»,4nd 
j^>ther n^tion^ ^t the head of the bay, were «)bliged 
to tftb(5 refiigr with the Pi^o^taw^ys and the Indiaft 
allies jpf Virginia and Maryland* inhabiting Inw^ 
down on the Pptoniacj whifjh wai^ nuppps^ to 
i^ t^ cau^ of Hacon'a reb^Uian* This s^v^ige 
repiibli<? wasi, ajt this tipue> in it^Qae ainJkty with tteu 
f^ngii^ at NcwVQrks bat tlie inftueaiic^ of 
French jewits and miseinnane*, ^poprding tp 
SQjne writers j or* as others wiU hnyipij. rt»i aY&rjqf 
or national wjtipathy pf the Dut»h fra^tft^jt h^HV 
^irad then^i with jeaJon^ies of thp Virgi»ia»%an4 
pro^pt^ed thepx to feoetiiities. 

T^jt'^Ywtage§» which iMght be reaped from 
an alliance with this people were earty:^ discerne4 
by the French a^ f^-ngli^ gwemnients> ^ tfecir 



jwwng^r tril^e?.. The Mopacans, or Tu^jcmjor^s, mho ifeff 
t^lseo ^i;a;p the confedex^cy ui 1712^ make ihs:. si^h i^^p^ 
The>Nanticocks and Conoies^whQJfonperly lived at the b,e^^ 
(bi the Ch^sapeaHC) the ^evetith. JeffersGn^s J^Qtes*, 

^ They eajrrt?d their avms as far south at CalroKna, toths 
iMM^thwax^ of New J^agfapdi 94d as &r ^est as %hf^ Miss^i8s}|)9 

t Colden*8 Five t<Jations* Vol. I. p. 37. 
} Ibidein. p. SB. 

l?4 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



m HtStORY'Of 

CHAP, IKendsIiip was sought with an anxietr propdi^tMU 
J^jgj^ cd to its importance ; and their chiefs were rcceU 
red at Albany with ^e attention due to ambassa^ 
dors of sovereign s^tts, and widi thoise forms 
and ceremonies conisecrated in their regard and 
estimation by immemorial usage. The gover- 
nor of Maryland, terrified by the late destruc^. 
tive visits of this people, was preparing to 
make use of the influence of New York, to esta- 
blish a firm and lasting peace; and the govern- 
ment and commissioners now employed in esta- 
blishing the tranquility and security of the country, 
could not easily overlook a people, whose war- 
riors, spread over a great extent of her western 
frontier, were able so essentially and vitally to 
aifiect her prosperity, and even her existence. 

But previous to any attempt of Ais nature, it 
was necessary to open a treaty with the neighlxjr- 
ing Indians; and in this, notwithstanding the just 
grounds of distrust, which the conduct of Virgi- 
nia had excited amongst this people, they succc^- 
cd with less difficulty, by reason of trc conster- 
nation occasioned by the dreadful irruptiohs of the 
Five Nations. 

Appiix2£D of the present pacific disposition^ 
deputies from the several tribes, as far north as 
ihe head of the bay, repaired to Middle Planta- 
tion, and concluded a peace on terms equally sa- 
tisfectory to all parties ; and, until Virginia could 
Inake arrangements for dispatching commissioners 
to Albany, it was determined tp solicit the atten- 
tion of Maiylimd, which was on the pcwnA of iserid- 
ing colonel Coursey,* as an. envoy, to the Five 
nations, to take care of the interests of Vii^ia 
at the same time« 



; Ckdtai^tFiTf N«ti8ii% Vol. L p. 3g. 
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, Meanwhile the report of the peiceh^reach*' CBMiR 
cd the remoter tribes, dwelling on thc; bank$ of ^' 
the Susquehanna ; and the commissioners, pre* 
vious to their departure, had the gratification of 
seeing th^^ir sachems arrive* in order to be inclu- 
ded in the treaty. So completely had the terror 
of their Indian enemies extinguished in their 
minds.all jealousy and animosity against the whites. 
The indisposition of the governor prevented the 
final ratification of this treaty ;; bat the principles 
having been previously agreed on, the pommis^ 
jsioners, departed^ and a peace^ was concluded, p^acc 
which was afterwards refeoned to ia all discussions eluded with 
and disputes ia Vii-ginia^ the Indians 

Sir H. Jefiries,. now left to himself, had to en^ Intngucsof 
counter the low mutterings and covert intrigues tbcloyjiit* 
of the disappointed loyalists^ Actuated by a sia- 
cere wish taheal the- wounds of the colony, and 
to restore to social intercourse that confideqpe, 
which had received sa videi^ a shock fi'om the 
rancor of civil commotion^, be forbore to nodce 
this conduct^ so long aathpy were content to con* 
fine their resentment to lowering eyes^ and sullen 
and angry visages. But this moderation was mis* 
taken for fear or hypocrisy ; and their insolence 
rose into open reproaches against his administra- 
tion^ and gross personal invective*. 

It was no longer possible,, eon^tently with 
lus feelings as a geptleman,. or the dignity of his 
office, to wink at these prajcti^^es ; and having;; sin- 
gled out one case of peculiar indecency, he fou^d 
it necessary to interpose the authority of the hws 



♦ Each town, by the articles of peaces pays three Indiaoi 
arrows for their Utid, and twenty bearer Bkins lor protectioi> 
«reryyisfirr '" ' Bcwkn^^ 
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CHAP- 

V. 

1677. 
Case of 
IfUdwwH. 



td eradicdtr a misthsef, whidi m%ht othefifrise 
fewell into open mutiny. 

Philip Ludw£ll, whose lo^ad^andcoiiragt 
in ti^ capture of Biand's squadron^ has been men^ 
tlbned abote^ triis, sooa.a^r the departUfe of sir 
W. Berkeley^ deprived of the ofibe of collector^ 
%m account of bis violent mA vindictive conduct 
doring tbb rebeUiofk* He had sufiered« as he al- 
kdged, eonsiderat^ lose by the Yncurdions* ^ 
George Wa)klate ; and> aa the treaty with this 
insurgent was supposed to kave all the loyal suf«. 
&rers tbeir itmdAf at law, be had sued him fer a 
cooBsderable sum in thit county court of New- 
Kent^ Walklate, astomshed at apmceedin^i 
according to hiss opinion, repugnant to the spirit 
oi the treaty,, applied to the governor, who granted 
Ima a prdtjettion^ and refttsed Id LudweU the pro^ 
bess of ^edimus p(yte5tatem^ tb Mable him to 
maix- good his ctmrges^f Irriftafted by a conduct^ 
wfaichs consfdering his losses and services^ he 
eiansidcced in thfe higWst degree Ungrateful and 
arbitrary, 4w gave way to the fury of his i«sent^ 
ment, and uttered bitter feproajcfoes in alLcotnpa^ 
niies against the ji^siice, the ht^nesty , and even th« 
person of the ffovemon 

Thje invectives^ of Ludh^velly as they appear in 
evidence, contain a mixture of the serious and 
BidicroUs^ and may not be uninteteating, as they 
give some ideaiof the state of kiianners at tiiistimcr 
He gaidv ^"^ that the governor was a worse rebel 
than Ba^conv fev lie had broke the laws of tho 
eomitiy, which Bo^con nevet did.«.,that he was 
pei jured, in delaying or preventing the execution 
ei- the laws-, contirarj;' to his oath of govemon^. 
that he was not worth a groat in England. •••and 



f Ancient records 



i Ibidem* 
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that, V evety pitiRil Ikttk fettow, with a peri^g^ 

that came in governor to this country, had liberty 

to inake the iaws^ as this had done^ his children^ 1677, 
nor no man's tist, cotild be sale iil the tide or 
estate left them.'' 

TfiBSE charges the governor laid before the 
c^UnciU and> inasmuch a^^ Ludweil uas a membef 
of this body, he torborc^ m compliment to them> 
to bring him beiore the bar as a ctiminai, on a 
<^harge xy{ tieason ; and desired their advice as to 
the conduct^ which sliould be observed on this 
occasion. 

Thk Gdtmcil, with a spirit of justice and mo- 
deration, determined that the evidence fully esta- 
blished the seyeral chm^ges ; but, that ajur^ should 
beinvpannelkrd, inasmuch as in no case ought they 
to be judges and jurcw-s. They urged, at the same 
time, the propriety of appointing a president pro 
tern. ; for, sir William Berkeley being absent, 
and the lieutenant govanor not permitted to sit 
m the trid of his own cause, without such ap* 
p€»fitMent) there could not, in their opinion, be a 
<air trialv* 

Thjl governor haviiig given his assent to these 
r^ulatidns, die case was fully heard by a jury be- 
fore the council) sir Henry Chicherly presiding ; 
and a verdict of guilty was brought in by the jury 
on all the charges. The counsel, for the governor, 
immediately moved) that the wlidle proceeding 
should be transmitted to the king's majesty and 
the Itydisof the privy council, that, according to a 
sUtute of the 12th of Richard III. they may advise 
of some punishment propoitioned to the offence. 
This motion succeeded, and Ludwell was ordered 
to find bail in one thousand pounds, to answer 



• Ancient records. 
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CHAF. and abide the issue of the decision* Ludwett ^|i^ 
■ ^' ■ pealed from this decision to the grand assembly^ 
i677. urging that such had been the known usage of the 

colony. But the court, after some con$ideratioQ^ 
ev'aded a direct opinion on this question, by of* 
deringy that the motion for an appeal should be 
transmitted, with the other proceedings^ to the 
king and council for their advice.*^ Ttey admits 
in tiieir order, that the invariable custom in mat- 
ters of appeal was, as had been stated by the de^ 
fendant, and that there was not a single precedent 
to shake the authority of this usage : yet, notwitb> 
standii^ these admissions, which certainly deci- 
ded the point in favor of the jurisdiction of the 
assembly, they ordered, that he should find an 
additional security, of five hundred pounds,, for 
his, good behaviour to tfie governor pending, the 
determination.. 

In this' argument, the parties appear to have 
changed sides. Tte governor, one of the cosn^ 
mission for restoring tranquility, and securing the 
rightst of the colonists, attempting to introduce 
the influence and prejudices of a remote, ignorant^ 
and unconstitutional pQ^ver, to control or defe^ 
tlie end of justice and liberty. ....while Ludwell^ 
heretofore, the ^vocate of high handed and highi> 
toned principles, and the accessary in a plan of 
sanguinary proscription, boldly and emphaticalljir 
asserted the rights of the people,^ and the inder 
pendence of the judiciary, ijut such changes will 
excite little surprise in any one, even but stilly 
acquainted with the subtle casuistry of the passioa«« 
It is certain, th^t the late commission, with 
much immediate benefit, did introduce consider- 



♦ Ancient records. 

t Sue Rtiport of Comjiis^oners, in Append!*. 
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itblc mischief in the colony. Independent of th^ 

forcible seizure of the assembly 's journals, iidiich 

has been related, they mingled in their report to 1677. 
the king several observations, cjJculated to pre- 
judice the political interests of the colony : and all 
tiie care does not appear to have been taken by 
them to guard against those arbitrary principles, 
which almost invariably succeed an unsuccessful 
rebellion^ 

The detfthof cdonel Jefiries, which happened 1678. 
in the following year, devolved the government Death of 
on sir H. Chicherly; and, in order to attach a i^^^Jl^^ch'- 
gr^iter dignity to his administration, a commis- clwrly 8u<> 
sidn. of lieutenant governor was forwarded by ceed^ as 
the jMivj council. The substance of the public lieutenant 
acts of his govemmait are briefly but accurately governor. 
^ated by Beverley. ^' For the greater terror of 
the liKlians he caused, by the advice of the assem* 
bly, magazines to be erected at the heads of the 
four great rivers, and furnished them with arms, 
ammunition, and garrisons. An act was also 
passed for preventing the importation of tobacco, 
which Carolina and MarylaiKi were in the habit 
©f sending, for reshipment tq England.'*- This 
act has, 1 think, been censured on just principles, 
by this historian : ** For, had they," says he, 
^^gpermitted this custom to become habitual, and 
tfms engrossed the shipping, as would soon have 
hi^pened, they could easily have regulated the 
trade of tobacco at any time, without the concur- 
rence <>f those other colonies, and without sub- 
mitting to their perverse humors as formerly." 

In die spring of the following year lord Culpep- i679. 
per arrived, as lieutenant and governor general of Lo*ti Cul* 
Virginia, and brought with him several laws, P^PPc"^ »r- 
which the king, by the advice of the commission- "^^** 
crs, had recommended to the attention of the ge. 
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OffAP. Banal assembly.* Butwh^teontritmtfcJ Wfli^tfetfi 
^^j^^ ^ny other circundstanq^ to reqder him^lf »d hi« 
i679. ^uthori^ respected and ^rep^bfe, w.a^ sin iftct pi 

gcnftr^ and unq[uali6ed iiidpmmty, for sJlofftncw 
aommittcd during the Im f^bfelUon ; ^ rep^a- 
tion was allowed to tho^e, who phpuld h^ i^- 
proached for their condupt pn th»t oqpa^i^m.f 

NoTHjNG furnisher a morp strikiiig ifforf of 

the state ot public opinion, than the effect^ ^^n^ 

btd by thiJii lov^ hi^toriOT to this act : sp true is 

it, thftt we ought to IoqI^ for ft true picture of th^ 

state of manners and poUcy, not in die reteetioD*. 

of the historian, but the f^cts, which he r^ilat^i, 

Coipplai- In return for this seeming patrioti^mi the ^sh 

sanctroi the sembly imagined thty could sc^cely evjnce to0 

•88cinbiy. n^uch gratitude and pompiaiaance* They appeared 

desirous of lowing, that though nothing «v^ to 

be gained from them by violence and priw, ihem 

was nothings which they were not ready to bestp^ 

consistently with the interests of their wnstitiienta, 

in requital of kindness and liberality. 

This principle, noble in itsdf, is liable to fun 
into a dangerous e^cccss in matters of naitional pot 
licy ; and is often attended with the n^ost injjDnoua 
consequences. Where constitutions are unwritlben^ 
and not exactly defined in all their parts ; or, 
where, though tolerably ckar on paper, the pm- 
gistrates are in the habit of exercising their June* 
tions with a considerable latitude of discretion^ 
the indulgence of a legislature is often resorted to 
as a precedent ; and popular boxinty aad geaeix^ 
sity thus become the means of creating and &am>*. 
tioning severe exactions on themselves* 



^ Aiicient r^cprck. t Beverlt y, 7#. 
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'%^ ii^ p^sejat c^sc, this was o^t^ijy tjhjc, fict ; CHAP, 



9lid the assembly, by th^ favors, bestowed pp 
Culpepper, in the overflowing of ^ geu?rous gr?i* 
|M:ude, were laying up, ^r themselves and? Aeur 
^ildren^, ample sources of uneasiness an4 op- 
pression. . 

TftE first symptom of tibe complaisance of this 
hod^y appeared in an act for i:aising the pubh^ 
eeyenve, ftr the better support of t^ie govemmeijl^ 
The duties enumeratcdf in this act, whose qua^ 
turn OT duration before depended on the temper 
pf the assembly, were now ms^c pcrpetuaU ai;i4 
instead of the wholesome ch^, which fonwrly 
f xisted, by the revision;) of th^ estimate and ex- 
penditure by the assembly, they wece deckred 
aeiiceibrth to be subject to his majesty's $ole di- 
rection ^xhd disposal. 

An acquisition of so muc^ importance to thf 
king's prerogative was compensated by om^ equally 
liberal and unprecedented to Cjilpepper, tp who^ 
address it was principally ascribed. An addition 
of one tliousand pounds was made to the salary of 
the govotKM*, with one hundred and sixty ppund^ 
lor hou^e Tent, per annum. 

But Uie assembly were not satisfied with thes^ 
jiubstantial tdkens of royal bounty, be^owed at 
tt^ir cxpence ; unless they were themselves inte- 
a^e^ted in his advancement. It had been usual to 
»ceive presents pf wine,- liquqrs, and provisons, 
jfcr the suppmt of the govero^s table, from th^ 
masters of merchant vessels : he procured the 
e s t ablisbm c nt erf a regular duty,* proportioned to 
the t(^n^, fq^ every vessel, ivhich ent^rgd or 
plcv^ P!Ut ipf any of 4^ pprt* pf Virginisi- 

*♦ «• --— - .^ - - ^ ■. .^ .^ .., . _. . ^-. . .. L ... w — . ,-^^. 
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Having succeeded in these important points,^ 

there appeared nothing of sufficient interest to 

1680. demand his personal attendance in the colony i 

August and he repaired* to England for the purpose of 
^^ ^d^l enjoyhig the ample revenues of his office. The 
^rts for ^'practice of acting by deputy had, for forty years, 
Englaad. been rarely resorted to by the governors of Vir- 
ginia. Every thing desirable to man might be 
CTsily procured within the colony. The richest 
wines of France and Portugal ; the sugar, coffee, 
and rum of the West Indies ; the oil and olives 
of Italy and the Levant ; and the rich spices of the 
east : these all, with the other various items of 
luxury, had long begun to be relished by the rich 
land proprietors ; and the constant intercourse with 
Britain enabled them to procure them by their 
merchants in that country, or by the factors or 
masters of ships, which loaded and unloaded every 
where on the banks of the rivers. Nothing was 
wanting but the sports, the wealth, the style and 
splendor of the mother country ; and these wants 
were amply compensated by the simple manners, 
the unaffected hospitality of the Virginians. It 
was, moreover, the intention of government, that 
the place of governor should not he a sinecure. It 
was justly considered an office of trust and diffi- 
culty> and that the personal influence and autho- 
rity of the governor should be always at hand, to 
allay or repress the ferments of a jealous and high 
spirited people. It was supposed that the absence 



* Beverley, although he certainly had the use of the an- 
cient records of this commonwealth, betrays ti want of indus- 
try and attention in his statements, which seem to arise from 
the wantv of genuine materials. Loixi Culpepper remained in 
Virginia, from the spring of 1679, to August, 1680, as ap- 
pears by a report of the council of Virginia in I682'j and 
Beverley makes his stay fall short of one year* 
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of governor could be only on some extraordinary 

and emergent ocsasion ; and even then, it had been 

usual to procure the permission of the king. Lord 168U 
Culpepper did not wait for those formalities ; and 
his abuse of this precedent procured, with the 
forfeiture of his commission, the entire removal 
of a practice, at once so injurious to the authority 
of the king and the interests of the colony. 

The government, during the absence of lord 
Culpepper, devolved again on sir H* Chicherly. 
Previous to his departure, lord Culpepper receiv- 
ed a letter from lord Anglesey, keeper of the privy 
seal, and eleven other noblemen, acquainting him, 
**that his majesty had been pleased to appoint them 
a committee of his privy council, for the inspec- 
.tion and management of all affairs relating to the 
foreigi^ plantations : and directed him and the 
council to transmit unto them quarterly, a parti- 
cular account of all matters of importance, whe- 
ther ecclesiastical or military, which shall concern 
the colony of Virginia ; and more especially, what 
shall be proposed, debated, or concluded, in the 
council, upon the framing and perusing of laws ; 
and the present state of the colony, and the ob- 
structions in the course thereof; and this account 
to be signed by the governor and council." 

lie is not easy to discover the object of this 
committee. The desire to be informed 6f the 
obstructions to the trade and prosperity of the 
colony, seems to argue a wish to remove them in 
conformity with the several addresses of the as- 
sembly to this eflPect, and the known wishes of the 
people : but their wish to be informed, " more 
especially, what shall be proposed, debated, or 
concluded, upon the framing and passing of laws j'* 
implies something like a desire of exercising an in- 
qiiisitorial power over the freedom of debate, and 
the independence of that body. The records ^tate 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Wm?. \iihpi% the.fea, Tor tite ftimivei sha t^isfftdfe m 

mr^f' the hwfet ihteitsting tneaisdfes of tftrose tlmes/1<* 

1680. init^ Kfe tdnteht with coiij^cttti^. 

August 4. TkE answer x)f the coiificfl to thife tetter, tlb- 

1681. •patched after the ^p^ftare of tofd Culp^per/Hj 
reMrk^ble for its <!x)ttcis^hess and ifldifei^ettce. 
1 hdy state; **that tJie itifditri^tion demanded, had 
been anfitmlly transmitted to the secietary of 'fixate; 
^^t Ibt-d Culpepper had carried "with him ^xact 
icbpies of the laws enacted during Ms jhesidettte ; 

. lltat Ae assembly had lately represent^ the st^^ 
of trade ; to which they c6uld ^dd nothtag, ikjt 
that it was in a more declining cohditkm.* 

THfey wrote it the Same time to lord Cul^p- 
pef , acquainting hiih with this citoespt)nd^6d. 
f hey intreated that his infti^hce might be ustid tb 
j^rocurc a cessation in planting tobacco, aHid th<ft 
•the 'sdJdiers might be paitj 6ff; there beiin^ifib 
"^barracks ahd the peojde absolutely refusing to i*^- 
iceive them, notwithstanding the orders of gov^l^- 
^iiieht,'^d that regtilar biMs had been fta^debtft 
for this purpose. t . 

Biscontcnts MEANWHiLfi, the i^pid depfire<i^tfon <£ t©* 
of the pco-^baccb, ^dded to the operation 6i ttte tdmlnfefotel 
P'®- >e^traihts imposed by partiament, haid prbd6<5^ 

a general diss^^sfactidn 'anwirig the pe6|rfe. ^h^ 
'li^ Vainly atteVnpted to apply a reimtedy to the for- 
mer ^\dl, by prbcuririg the co-Operaiion^C^urd^^ 
'aM Marj;;}Mid. This plan had 'feiS^d ^hmugh tllb 
jelLfou^y or atafricc of thbise g6yerhme*nts ; ^idifl 
they V/ete left to struggle Ivith diffidilties, Vhi^ 
VVefe ^iiily icfeumuiatinff, and of which thqredtild 
tee no prospect of termination. Tli^y'c6oidlkJt 
evenlhope for the i^toctibn <>f their own gavferfc 
' ment, "vmch fi^rfnerly k^;pr6v^- a fceasaitoft. 'Q^^ 
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^aStift^ #erc ftoW entertained by the execiftive, €H\P, 

more suited to the Views of the court; and the ,1,^-- 

^enquiry ivas not, what would be beneficial to the i68i. 
^otinlky; but, how will it affect his majesty's 
^^evemte? 

Most of Ae evils, which had been complained 
*f during the rebellion, still existed; and it is not 
ii^pmbable, that the fires, which had been kih- 
-JB^ by tfcat event, were nbt entirely extinguish- 
•^; and that some of the embers fay concealed 
^Mer Ihe fears of the people and their professions 
*Of loyalty, which required only a breath to blow 
^fee*n into a conflagration. 

So*E of the best and intelligent patriots, how- 
-cfi^r, deterred by well founded apprehensions of 
^e power of (he mother country, Were resolved 
•tb persevere by way of remonstrance; amongst 
-whrch number wei'e a majority of the council, - 
^nd their influence and authority were constant- 
ly exerted for the prevention of partial riots and 
'insunrections. 

Some circumstances existed at this time, which 
tefndered this t:are and vigilance ineffectual. A law 
tikd been enacted in 1680, which strictly forbade ^*^ . 
•all masters of ships to lade or unlade, unless at ^^.^*"^ 
*ated places. This was done for the encourage- 
Wietit of towns, which had long been a favorite 
-brojefet of the colony. The execution of this law 
liad been formerly defeated by difficulties> grow- 
ing out of the circumstances of the country ; and 
it was now attempted to be enforced by penalties 
sufficient, it was liiought, to guard against all fu- 
ture neglect and non-observance. 

Whatever be the policy of this measure, it 
was certainly, at this time, most unseasonable and 
injudicious ; and the attempts to enforce a strict 
cjcecution of its provisions gave rise to insurrec- 
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CH AP, tions, which wanted only a leader of equal talents 
^' to make them as formidable as that of Bacon. 
1681. When the season arrivedfor shipping tobacco, 

the masters of ships, according to former usage, 
dispersed themselves, for the greater convenience 
of trade, over the rivers; alledging, that their 
principal customers found it impracticable to 
transport their goods to the marts specified in the 
act ; and that there was neither reception nor sheU 
ter for themselves or merchandize at those places* 
Informations were lodged against the delinquent* 
by the proprietors of land contiguous to the mar- 
kets ; and as the prosecution was excited by men 
so deeply interested in a strict observance of this 
law, they suflered considerable difficulties and ex- 
pense; and many of them actually abandoned 
their voyage. The planters, prevented from sel- 
ling their crops, partook of the disgust and resent- 
ment excited by these regulations, and all men 
beheld, with the deepest concern, tlic deplorable 
circumstances of the country, and the still more 
melancholy presages of future disaster.* 

The first open expressions of discontent ma- 
nifested themselves in the counties of New-Kent, 
Gloster, and Middlesex,* where the people as- 
sembled, and drafted petitions to the deputy go- 
vernor for the summoning an assembly. In other 
counties their proceedings were not conducted 
with equal moderation ; and, sir H. Chicherly, 
alarmed at the symptoms of insurrection, which 
every where api>eared, and apprehending a recur- 
rence of those scenes, of which he had been an 
r eye witness and a sufferer,t during the rebellion 

* Ancient rccoids. t -/SiVf^m. 

t See letter to carl of Oxford. 
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lof Bacon, thought it prudent to gratify the Avishes CHAP, 
of the people ; and lest he should be prevented sss^^iaac 
from executing a measure, which he deemed ex- 168K 
pedicnt and salutary, he did not take the advice 
t)f the^ council on this occasion. He was aware, 
from past experience, of the baneful consequences 
of divided councils. As he was determined on the 
step, he thought it more honorable to take tlie 
•whole responsibilty on himself; and, as he was 
unwilling to admit them to a community in the 
honor, if the issue was favorable, so he disdained 
to engage them as accessaries in the disgrace, 
which would not fail to attend an unproductive 
and ruinous concession. 

\ In this disposition, he summoned the assem- 
bly, which had been prorogued from the 15th of 
February, in the preceding year, to meet on the 
18th of April in the following ; and he had the 
satisfaction to see, that this concession was at- 
tended with the immediate advantage of sooth- 
ing, for the present, the popular ferment. 

. We know little of the character of sir Henry 
Chicherly. There is, however, considerable bold- 
ness and liberality in this concession ; and al- 
though the council thought proper to ascribe the 
succeeding excesses to this policy, there is no 
reason to doubt its immediate efficacy in stilling 
the discontents and clamors of tlie people. The 
king, indeed, had commanded him not to sum- 
{mon the assembly until the 10th of November, 
1682, at which time lord Culpepper was ordered 
to repair to his government.* 

Meanwhile the commissioners of the trea- Nov. so. 
«ury signified the king's pleasure for paying and 
disbanding the two companies of infantry, and 
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CHAP* not^y wte %en% with a^hcduk apaex^ tfi ik^ 
^* deputy governor, Nichols Sp^nper, Natteuaii^ 
Bacon, aiul Philip LudweU, or any ^^pf tbei^ 
to act as a commission on this occ^sipQ^ 

Tfi£ assembly, summoned t^ sir H. Chic^r^y 
at length convent, and proceeded to tht di$j^u%t 
sicHi of the several subjects, wlivose impoi^tanoQ 
had given rise to their call,, and detna^dl^ t^Mf 
most serious attention. But iwiStcad of ^cms^ 
fining themselves to the question of q^s^U^, thf 
speakers, as their fancies led th/em, la,i^ched; chjK 
into the sea of general politics. The present m^ 
lancholy state of the country ; the comJWCTQt 
crippled, its productions depreciated by a, conspir 
racy of English merchants, and the wapt of salu- 
tary laws; all confidence destroyed between thf 
people and government^, these, and such liket^]qf>k$ 
vi^ere handled with a degree of heat, that augur^^ 
a deliberate and determined, opposition. S^ JfU 
Chicherly was disconcerted by the turn the (^fc^^ 
was likely to take, and the resolute ms^per pf ^ 
opposition* Hc^new very well, that the pictufe rf 
public distress was not too highly colq^^ in tjic 
speeches oPtbeir or^ors ; but it was impolitic §m^ 
dangerous to agitate subjects, winch would h\4 
enflame the passions of the people, mA wYa^ 
could receive no efficient remedy, but frpm i^ 
returning reason and justice d the governmci^f 
Having vainly attempted to check this dispa- 
sition, he determined on an immediate di^^olutiQiji 
of this assembly, and in order to fix \iim \n tJM^ 
resolution, he received an order firom th^ l^ing^ 
which although dated in January, 1681, did not 
come to hand until this time, forbidding him to 
call an assembly, until the lOth of Nov^]i^r^ 
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16B2i at which pefiod^ lord Calpeppet* was direct* 

€d to repair to his government. Immediately on 

rooeipt df thii» order, he dissolved die present fts>* I68I. 
semblV) ^id issued a proclamatioD, directing a 
new election^ and summoning the burgesses to 
meet on the day directed bv the king* N^^- ^** 

The solkitudedispkyed by the government of 
England respecting die acts and pro':eedings of 
this body, affords the best testimony of their ge- 
neral spirit and intelligence j and there is strong 
treason to believe that even so early as ti^is> appre- 
hensions were entertained, tl^t there existed a 
strong tendency towards indeper^nce and repub- 
licanism in the North American Cdotties. It i^ 
known with certainty, that these chargfcs were 
made formally against Virginia not ten years after. 

It has been an tmiversally received opinion^ 
lari^ing from the want of an authentic history, that 
Virginia was distinguished for her invariable loy^ 
alty^ and her submissive and imctable temper, 
during the greater part of her colonial existence ; 
and it has been customary to contrast her yielding' 
policy with the sturdy patriotism of Ne W- En^and^ 
Notlung can be more unjust than this comf^ui- 
son> because nothing is more untrue. Without 
derogating from the well eai^ned ftmie of New- 
England; their noble ardor for liberty, dieir 
steady and animated resistance against force and 
c(MTUption; die conduct of Virginia, from the 
first moments of her existence, was exactly the 
opposite of what it has been represented; and al- 
though Gompariscms between confederate states 
are always invidious, she has rt6 cause or ihotives 
to shun them, save those of friendship and aflfection. 

Mbanwhilb the people of several counties, 
liaving lost all hope of a cessation by the dissolu- 
lioa (tf the assembly, ran together tumultuouslf^ 
Ff 
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CHAP. ^ and proceeded to the entire destruction of thd 
^iggg^ilg^ tobacco plants in the beds, before they were trans* 
1681. . planted* Their {MX>ceedings were so timed, that 
the season was too &r advanced to make good the 
loss by seed ; and as the culture of sweet scented 
tobacco was almost excluMvely confined to Vir^ 
ginia, they directed their eflforts peculiarly to the 
destructi(m of this sort. 

Sir H. Chicherly, by the advice of the council, 
issued several proclamations against the rioters ; 
but as the parties, according to the report of the 
council, WCTC genaally poor and ignorant, it was 
not thought prudent to proceed against them by 
a legal enquiry. 

Whilst these events were paswng, lord Cul^ 
pepper arrived, and shortly after the assembly, 
convened, a^cably to notice. The arrival of a 
governor would, at any time, be sufficient to ex*, 
cite considerable curip^ty : but ip the present 
circumstances, it was regarded with anxiety and 
soliqitude^ He might be the herald of peace and 
liberty ; and was, perhaps, authorised to take off 
the grievous shackles, which had loaded dieir 
commerce and pamlized their industry. They 
knew little gf the personal character of his lord- 
ship : but their conduct^ during his former resi-- 
dence, was such as to give him content, and to 
impress him with a favorable opinion of their 
manners and liberality. It was not improbable, 
that he had not b^en insensible of this conduct, 
and had m^de a favorable report to the king. But 
their past experience had taught them what little 
reliance should be placed on tiiie king's servants ; 
apd that a bare suggestion from their master easily, 
e jiaced the deepest impressions of colonial bounty, 
"the late riots a^ded to the public anxiety, from 
an apprehension, that they would serve as a pre- 
^ • text for the introduction of airbitrary measures; 
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and from a conviction, that though Ac faint etcH- CHAP, 
ings of gratitude soon disaj^pear from the mind ^^^g^^g^^^ 
of a courtier, revenge, and the spirit of offended 1689. 
pride, indent deeply and indelibly their sanguine 
lines on his memory. 

The countenance and deportment of the go- 
vernor were thought to have lost that easy smile 
and bending condestension, which he wore during 
his first vi^it. • They knew not that the face of a 
cpprtier is as much at his command as his ward- 
robe, and that he can put on a new face to suit 
the particular character and situation : and per- 
haps they had forgotten that the easy simplicity of a 
former assembly had put it out of their power to 
keep him in good humor, by regulating the es- 
sential article of revenue. 

Every moment's observation took something 
from their hopes, and encreased their apprehen- 
sion. After tlie first cold formalities of good breed- 
ing were exchanged with the public functionaries, 
his manners setded down into a severe and gloomy 
dignity. He demanded of the council, in the name 
of the king, a strict account of their administra- 
tion in his absence ; and insinuated, in language 
notdiflSculttobeimderstood, that to theni, must 
be ascribed the discontents and disorders of the 
people. The delay of the ships destined for Britain, 
as affecting the commerce and revenues of the king, 
was a topic on which he enlarged with peculiar 
animadversion. He threw out dark and mys- 
terious hints of the consequences of such conduct, 
and declared his determination to punish with the 
utmost severity, all those misguided men, who 
had dared to fly in the face of their sovereign. 

His deportment towards the assembly was speech of 
somewhat less offensive : but still far removed Culpepper 
from his former conciliating affability. He dwelt to assembly 
Qn the king's goodness, in causing the soldiery to 
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CHAP, be disbanded ftt their i^ucst, and in granting httD 
^^^jjg^ authority to raise th^ value of the current coin, in 
i^i- conformity with the wishes of a former ^issembly : 

in additicm to these marks oF royal generosity, he 
noticed the king's desire, expressed to his cotm^ 
cil of Vir^aia, to be informed <rf the state of the 
cdony, and of thos^ disabilities, which obstructed 
its advancenaent, in order, as he inferred, that he 
might know where to apply the healing hand of his 
royai mercy and clemency. The conduct of the co. 
lonists, he was sorry to add, did not seem to merit 
those concessions ; and he was commanded by his 
majesty to denvtnd, that a declaration of a former 
assembly, respectii^ the seizure of their journals 
by the commissioners, during the government of 
Herbert Jeffries, should be expunged from their 
records, as hi^ly unwarrantable and derogatory 
to his majesty's prerogative : and that a bill be 
proposed to the assembly condemning that pro- 
ceeding, and declari|iig the full right of his majesty 
and bis officers to call for all the records and pub- 
lic journals, wl^enever they shall think it necessary 
for his royal service. 
Opposition The assembly, in their reply to this address, 
>n assembly expressed their gratitude for the concessions, 
which had been alluded to. But in discussing that 
part, which spoke of the king's permission to raise 
the value of the coin, a warm opposition arose ; 
and, on taking the question, a great majority were 
agamst the exercise of this power by the governor. 
It was contended, by the opponents of this mea. 
sure, that the exercise of a power so dangerous 
would be carried into a precedent, and that future 
governors would think themsekes at liberty to 
^ foUow so seducing an example ; that specie, which, 
m a country without credit, was essential to com. 
merce, would be, under this regulation, but as a 
Jeathe^- blown about by the breath of a governor ; 
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and ttoit the people would have no certainty of the CHAP. 
raRie of the coin, which was deposited in their — — ^^5^^ 
chests or ^n their pockets. They stated, that the I68I. 
legislature, whose duty it was to enact all laws for 
tfcS regulation of commerce, both in law and rea- ' 
son, was the only proper organ for the exercise of 
this power. 

A BILL was*^ accordingly introduced for regu- 
lating the rates of the diflfercnt coins current in the 
colony ; but the governor stopt short its progress; 
by insisting, that this power was a part of the royal 
prerogative, which had never before been called 
in question ; and he declared his determination to 
reject any bill, which the burgesses should pass 
on this occasion, as an attempt to invade thejust 
powers and prerogatives of the king. The usual 
mode was by proclamation, and this mode he vvaa 
determined imn^cdiately to adopt, without any 
counsel or concurrence of their body. 

Th^ proclamation was accordingly issued, rais- January 3 1. 
ing the value of crowns, rix dollars, pieces of .*"® ° 5^ 
eight, from five to six shillings; half pieces, to ^scdby^'" 
three shillings ; quarter pieces, to eighteen pence ; procUmati- 
and the New-England coin to one shilling ; and on* 
declaring, that money tendered at this rate shall 
be deemed a lawful tender ; ej^cept for the duty 
cf two shillings per hogshead on tobacco, the quit 
rents, and other duties payable to his majesty, and 
for debts contracted for bills of exchange. 

However the question of prerogative shall be 
decided, this mode of exercising it was certainly 
in the higest degree illegal and arbitrary. To ex- 
cept his own salary and the revenues of the king, 
from the operation of a power exercised contrary * 
to the judgment of the legislature, and in the midst 
of great public distress, bespeaks a baseness and 
meanness, of which there are not many examples. 
These exceptions, in fact, amounted to a n€;w tax, 
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CHAP, -ond in this light they were considered by the peo- 
^_jj^i-«j^ pie, who insisted on paying their duties with the 
J 681. coin, at its standard value; in defiance of the ex- 

ceptions of the proclamation*. 

Th e governor was unwilling to try the^uestion 

uf law before any of the courts in Virginia. There 

was something too shameless in the traasac- 

tion, even for him, to permit it to be discussed 

and canvassed with the freedom and severity of a 

legal scrutiny. In this dilemma, whilst he was yet 

' balancing between the fear of shame and the loss 

of revenue, he hit on an expedient, which he fondly 

Reduces it imagined would remove his embarrassment. By 

to its former a new proclamation he reduced the rates of the 

. standard, ^^jj^ ^q ^j^^Jj. former standard. 

The arguments of the assembly, against this 
stretch of a pretended prerogative, were now en- 
forced and confirmed, and their predictions fully 
verified: and all disinterested men beheld, witk 
concern, how little respect was had to laws or 
charters, to natural justice or common decency, 
when tliey chanced to interfere with the avarice of 
the king and his govern(H"s. 
- It is suggested by Beverley, that money had 
been put into his lordship's hands for the paying 
of the soldiers, and that when his project was ripe 
for execution, he issued the proclamation, and 
payed ihem with light pieces of eight, which he 
had provided for the purpose. But this could no^ 
have been. The money destined for this object 
was never in the hands of his lordship, but of a 
. . special commission ; and I find, by a letter of this 

j^l ' commission to the lords of the treasury, that they 
had paid off the two first companies, in obedience 
to their directions, at a time, when his lordship 
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% was not in the colony. 1 am more confirmed in CHAP, 
my opinion of the incorrectness of this statement, ^^^^^^^^^ 
by observing this historian's inaccuracy respect- 168 u 
ing the dates of the principal events of diis admi- 
nistration. He makes the alteration in the coin to 
take place in 1680 ; whereas, the king's instruc- 
tion is dated the 27th of January, 1681, and the 
proclamation was not issued until the 3 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1683.* 

It does not appear that the assembly sat for any- 
considerable time : the records of the colony being 
entirely silent respecting their proceedings. In all 
probability the governor was glad to free himself 
from their importunities by a dissolution. This "^ 
was a safe and easy way to silence the voice of 
freedom, and we find that it has been resorted to 
on every occasion since the year 1676. Although 
the government was certainly more arbitrary since 
that period, the assemblies also displayed greater 
spirit and opposition : and both these facts, which 
in their nature diiFcr from each other so widely, 
are proved by the frequent and sudden dissolution 
of assemblies. It is worthy of remark, that the 
same power was incessantly exercised about this 
time in Massachusetts, to break the spirit of op- 
position in their assemblies : and, perhaps, to the 
influence of this part of the prerogative alone it is 
to be ascribed, that the parent state was able for 
so long a time to preserve her authority in her 
colonies. In a limited monarchy, this power alone 
is suificient for the destruction of liberty ; unless 
there be an efiicient check in the legislative right 
to raise supplies. The people of Massachu- t 

setts had been wise enough to retain in their hands 
the whole of this power, and they were therefore 



* Ancient, recorcte. 
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less exposed to, or affected by sudden dtssokif 
tions. The mad prodigality of the Virginians had 
impaired the counterpoise to the executive power; 
and ihey had no means to parry the sudden stroke 
of prerogative, unless when tlie pec^le, enfiamed 
with sudden fury, broke out in iiis^rrectlons witl> 
out concert, and consequently without efifect 
GoTcrnor*8 The governor now left to the exercise of ftmc- 
severity to tions purely executive, proceeded to a severe en- 
plantcut- quiry into th^ late insurrection. The king had 
^"* instructed him, that the plant cutters, and their 

instigators, came properly within the purview of 
the statutes relating to treason, and had command- 
ed, that the rioters should be proceeded against 
by the attorney- general, and punished with the 
utmost severity- 

The jails contained several of these unhappy* 
men, who daily harassed the council board with 
petitions and remonstrances against the length 
and severity of their confinement. Prcvicftis to the- 
arrival of lord Culpepper many had been dismiss* 
ed, on their assurance of penitence, and the pro- ' 
mise of a peaceable demeanor ; and it seemted to 
be the opinion of the deputy governor and the 
council, diat it was more conducive to humanity 
• and policy to avoid, in the present distresses of 
the country, sanguinary prosecutions. But jt did 
not comport with the dignity of lord Culpepper 
to enter into any compromise With men, whom 
his majesty had branded with tlie epitlietof trai- 
tors ; and the attorney general was immediately 
directed to proceed against them. 
Robert Be- The vengeance of the government was princi- 
verky. p^Hy pointed against Robert Beverley, clerk of the 
house of burgesses. This man, possibly the same, 
who acted, during the late rebellion, with so much 
activity and success for the restoration of sir W. 
Berkeley, it has been seen, refused to produce to 
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ffte^cteumidil board the jbtrrrtalsr of thi assMWy; 
and Wsts ordered into custody for what tKey term- _^^^^ 
^d the ittsnlence and cohtumaby of his conduct, i^si. 
Aware that he would everj wheit t>e regarded as ^^^ ^"^' 
a vrctinfi' to tyragny, it was not thought safe to ^^f^^ ^ 
confine him on shofe, and he was ordered under i^^y 9. 
th^ careof the sheriffof Middlesex and a guard to be 
taken on board the Duke of York, a British ship; 
ait this time lyfbg in ihe riveir. His confin^itifent 
Was thought a favorable juncture to' get posses- 
sion of the journals, and a committee of the c6uri- 
cil was appointed, consisting of Ralph Wormley, 
Matthew Keiiip, and Christopher Wormley, to 
^tizc the as^icmbly's; papers in the posrsession Of 
Beverley, and to break ofpen doors if they wfere 
refused. T*hc sagacity of Beverley had foreseferi 
this event, and secreted the papers. A new ordei^ 
was made, directing that he should b^ delivered 
by the captain of *the Duke of York to captain 
Jeffries, commissioner of the Concord, and a strong 
gliaf d Was appointed to prevent his escape. 

It was hoped, by this detail of persecution, to 
Bend him to their purposes. But they had to deal 
with a man,* who gloried in his sufferings, and. 
Whose spirit ro^e in proportion to the efforts u std 



• The story of this man's suflTerm^s bears some 1ik6nes^ 
t^the ca&e of Wilkes. Every fact set down in the account of 
those times, cxtraordirwiry'asit niay seem* is to be found iit 
tte atffcient records of this state, now in my possession ; and 
ivhich* after the completion of this worktshaH, by permission 
of Mr. Perkins, to whose fiiendship I am indebted for their 
perusal, be deposited in the council ch -mber, for the inspec- 
tioti of the^ciiridus. To these volunte6, we arcindeb ed for a 
kftoirtec%c' of events, for tn6re than a century, whfich othe^ 
wtstf wotild hAVe betn lost; and which, th>u?:h they exhibit 
nothing ^spkncHd, will be regarded by America as* a curious 
mece ^ antiq^ity^- 

I G g 

Digitized by CjOQQIC 




242 HISTORY Ot 

to subdue it.* He peremptorily refused to conlplj^ 
^__^^ with their requisitions ; alledging, that '' his inas«- 
1681. tcrs, the house of burgesses, had alone the right 

Lord Cul- to make such a demand, and that their authority 
P^f^ ^^ alone, on this ocpasion, he durst or would recog^ 
nize or obey." 

He was immediately sent on board captain Cus- 
tis's sloop, in order to be imprisoned at Accomac. 
From Custis's sloop he escaped, probably by the 
connivance of the sheriff of York ; ^yas retaken, at 
his own house at Middlesex, and ordered to be 
brought before the governor and council at James- 
Town. His spirit roused under persecution. The 
board repeated their requisition, and received the 
tsame steady and determined refusal ; and he was 
remanded on board Custis's sloop^ to be impri- 
soned, agreeably to a former order, at Accomac. 
1683. The voice of Beverley was heard from his pri- 

Sept. 25* gQj^^ He demanded, as a matter of right, agreeably 
to the laws of England and the colony, that a writ 
of habaeas corpus might issue in his behalf, to the 
sheriff of Northampton* The council rejected this 
demaiid, on the absurd plea, that the whole pro- 
ceeding had been referred to the king for his ad- 
vice, and that his pleasure was not yet known on 
this subject. So little were the members of the 
council versed in law or constitutional liberty, 
that, although in general well affected to the inte- 
rests of the people, and no wise disposed t6 en^ 
courage an undue influence in the king or his 
governors i they saw not the dangers, which would 
result from their impolitic and illegal persecution, 
and that their own interests were inseparably con- 
nected with those of the burgesses. It is highly 
probable, that their dispute with the house of 
burgesses, during the session of 1680, left some 
traces of pique and resentment on their minds; 
and that they took advantage of the precedent 
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ef 1679, to huipible the pride of their antago- CHAP, 
pists. ^' 

There was, in reality, little ground of jealousy 1683. 
on the present occasion. By the constitution of ^^^^ ^"*" 
their body, they had a decided superiority over ^^J^ ^'' 
the ill-defined, desultory, and shortlived privi- 
leges of the assembly. They were presumed tck 
be always in session, and to hold their offices dur- 
ing life or good behaviour ; while the members 
of the assembly, suddenly assembled, and as sud- 
denly dispersed, presented only a pale and fleeting 
im^e of authority, 

Meanwhile Beverley was again at large, in 
defiance of the authority of the council ; and no 
one was able to explain the time or the mode of 
his liberation. He took no care to conceal him- 
self; and the council, to save their pride, con- 
ceived themselves obliged to take notice of a cir- • * 

cumstande, which perhaps, they had otherwise no 
objection to tolerate by connivance. 

A NEW order ^vas accordingly issued> that Nov. lu 
•* Whereas, the petition of Beverley, with the ^^^^' 
other proceedings in his case, had been forwarded 
to the king for his advice, and no answer had as 
yet b^en received thereon, and that to proceed 
upon the charge against him would speak a want 
of duty to the king, and of respect to his excel- 
lency the govfemor, who was daily expected ; and 
the board being informed, that the said Beverley 
was at that juncture at large, which might prove 
inconvenient, they order Wm to be taken into cus- 
tody of the sherifFof James- City^, by him to be con,- ' 
veyed back again to the sherifFof Northampton.'' 

Beverley received the information of this 
order with the utmost indifference. He appeared 
to consider his sufferings as honorable proofs of . 

his devotion to the rights and privileges of the 
* people, and he would not even get out of the way- 
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mi^?• of Ws pursuers, Ife feqpe^y a»^Lw$ ip^Wt^ le*- 

^^^^^ son, that a persecution carried on, on one 3id|^ 

1683. w^ «omu<* TaWeor, and sp Ui^le regsi^ jto)iberty, 

L91 d Cidr jin4 ^sWf^ by ^i^j with ^ constancy ^ W'^Qc^ji 

^PP«r «ft? yvhich ^ppegTiCjl tp 4i^fy (hp ?ftaligmty of his <fene^ 

tragf. Tfiit^y lypMl^ Qpf £4) <o procyrg for kix^ ^ gpnei^ 

^j ?>psri>y ; mA Hh^ the spirit pt' tijye a^s^nv^y, aU 

re^dy higfe, worW be rott$^^ to a vii^dic^tix^ pf 

their lpr|[ngr privijljeg^s giv) co^^f q^tnp^ by h^$ 

exuH^pie. t}e wfls siU8^i|i^^ by thes^e high cpi^* 

lideraUojis, wWph fornj^h, in reality, the true sp-r 

cret of the constancy of martyrs; ^p4 he prepared tQ 

fflcp^n^r \viith alacrity the new dangers to which 

hp might b^ subj^ct^^, by the mh\m of hi^ ?q^in^ 

gpd thp^e of the cp^i^itj^utip^). 

M^A^yiHihi^ Jhe execution of thp ordjer ^f 
CP^pcil w^s 4tten(|t:4 with di$culti§^ whiqh e^^. 
crcii^d 3.npw the p^qenpe of that body. Th^ ves,. 
gel, pn bp^d of which Qeverley had kmn put 
s to be transported to iVccopijic, w^s ppnfinpd on \,im 
f^df the b^y by contrary winds, and the sberiff of 
Yprlf. was directed^ by ^ new order^ tp tal^e him 
IP charge, and ^^ecure hj^m 4t such ptece ^^ h^ 
should dtiem mQ^^t qorivenit^t, until he ws^^ then^^ 
^eiumidied. 

The whole history of rtuis evei^^ \fear^ soip#<- 
, thjing of the ^ppegrAnpe of a ronx^i^c^ ; an.d: when 
it comes to fee l^npwo, that «ot ^ single trace ol it 
is; tp b^ fpujiid in any of ihje histpri^s of Vii*ginia, 
j^ wki^ by mmy w^U p^eaniftg men be thpught to 
b^ foisted io for the purpose of enUveqii^g th^ 1^- 
gupr pf a duii mi apiritks^ Sit^tejiieni ot^ facts^ 

0^ the #if rival of tht governpr, the persectltiop 
;^gainst B^Y^lejr asj^vun^d * regidaf ^nd legal 
^h^p^. It wasi J^wiged prudeiit tp prpc^d m 
grounds le§si expps^d to obje-ctipn aiid reproach 
.than had been forni^rly thought suS&^ient; m4 
^ refusal to d^4Y<t?Jt copies pf the a*iC^«ibl)J!s 
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JGUi^ials was now made subordinate t6 charges of CHAP. 
II higher ai>d more serious nature* The accusation ^ ^\. 
COiisisted of three heads, viz. that he had broken '683 
open public letters, directed to the secretary's Lord Cui- 
cffice, with the writs enciosed for calling a^ as- ^^jj^ ^^ 
^mbly, in April, 1682, and toc^ on him the ex- 
erci!^ of that part of the government, which belongs 
to the secretary's office, and was contrary to his; 
that be had made up the journal, and inserted hb 
majesty 's letters therein, (Ijeingfirstcommunicated 
to the house of burgesses at their proroga ion) after 
th^ir prorogation ; and that he had refused to de-f 
4iver copiesof ihe journal of the house of burgesses 
in 1682, to the lieutenant governor and council; 
saying, '' that he might not do it without leave of 
his i?aasters.'' 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNa all the time and inge* 
nuity, which had been employed in collecting 
jmatter for accusation against him, these were all 
t&e facts, or pretended facts, they were able to 
bring forward; and there is little difficulty in be- 
lieving, when we consider the history of his per- 
secution, and the arbitrary principles of the execu- 
tive, that the two first were introduced merely to 
Justify the illegality of their former proceedings, 
and to cover the weakness and violence of the 
prosecution. 

The attorney- general was instructed, that by a January 18# 
decision of the king's counsel at law, the offence 
of the late rioters could be brought under one of 
Jtlie statutes of treason, and he was ordered to pro- 
ceed against Somerset Davis, John Cocker, Bar^ 
tholomew Austin, and Kichard Bayley. These 
men were immediately taken into custody, and 
their trials set for the fourth day of the ensuing 
term. 

Freed from th^ bold and vigilant censorship 
pf the as^ijembiy, lord Cul][)epper stretched tlie 
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CHAP, powers and privileges of his office to the utmost" 
^- pitch of tension; and he found coadjutors but too 
1683. pliant or too dastardly in the membersof his coun- 

l^id Cul- cil. It is difficult to explain the principles on which 
▼enlor ^^" ^^^^^ ^^^ acted. The greater number Were na- 
turalized and rooted to the soil. Most of them 
were bom in the country, and all of them, had 
abandoned the hope, and even the wish, of dying 
in Britain. Their interest was essentially connect- 
ed with that of the legislature and the colony. 
The members of the present council, in particular, 
had occasionally betrayed unequivocal symptoms 
of public spirit. They had seconded the popular 
wishes for a cessation, by intreating the sanction of 
lord Culpepper to this project, and they had sup- 
pressed Uie late insurrection without bloodshed. It 
might be supposed, that such men would have but 
siTiall inducements to become accessaries to a go- 
vernor, who visited the country after long intervals, 
like a swallow, and who, in a short time, would, in 
all likelihood, abandon it for ever, in a scheme fof 
enslaving their countrypaen and their posterity. 
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'iir hoB been conceived a better arrangement^ immediately to ml^ 
join the documents on which the author ha* comfiiled hia nar^ 
ration of Bacon's Rebellion^ than to reserve them for an afi^ 
Jiendix. Iheywill furnish a more convenient reference^ and 
they are of such unquestionable authority^ that, though differ^ 
ing toto caelo from every account of this singular event, they 
ivill firoduce ijnmcdiaSe conviction of their authenticity, Per^ 
hafts in a different arrangement, their im/iortance vfould dc 
merged in the mass of other matter, 

SIR, 

VIRGINIA IS) at this point of time, under the greatest CHAp. 

distractions, that it hath felt since the year 1622, when the V. 

Indians in one night murdered so many, that they left not ' ~~' 



1676. 



re- 



500 alive in the whole colony. At this time the Indians seem „ ' , 
to have all conspired, as the others have done near New- . ^i?-^"* 
England ; and the present danger of this place is the greater, ^^*||^'^" 
because of their discontents among themselves, which are p?. ^ «? , 
grown to so great a height, that^ for the defence of the colony ^"^* "**" 
against the Indians a body of about 500 men are in arms, 
without the governor's commission, (who denied one to them) 

setting forth a declaration of their dangers and their gHev- 

ances, and taking no notice of the proclamation sent from 
the governor to forbid them and suppress them. They are 
beaded and led by persons of the greatest quality here, which 
was wanting to them in 1674, when they were supprest by 
proclamation and advice of some discreet persons, that had 
then an influence over them ; which is now much otherwise^ 
for they are conducted by one mr. Nathaniel Bacon, who 
Ivas lately one of the council, and many other gentlemen of 
good condition ; so that it may he feared the enemy will 
make great advantage of these disorders in the government, 
which already wants that reverence that should enable it to 
protect itself and the publick. The heads of the declaration, 
the names of the persons engaged, and the journal of their 
proceeding^, are here omitted ; because, sure those gentle- 
men> who are employed as commissioners from the governor 
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CHAP, and council to bis majesty, win be able and ready to repi^* 
V» sent all the particulars of these unhappy proceedings, which 
*5===s niay be the ruin of the ralbst Beneficial plantation^ fbkt be» 
^ ' , ^ longs ti>fai» majesty's cr^wiiy^ if tHe good provtdince of God 
wcon s re- ^jj^yj^ ^^^^ piev nt it, by remitting this people and reinforc- 
DeUioD. .^^ ^j^^ govemnjent, which is principally charged to be the 
occasion of this deftetton by the dhcontented party, whoj 
perhaps, are much the greatest number They complain^ 
that great taxes are imposed upon them every year, by ways 
very unequal ; laying them very htavily by the poll, where* 
by the poorer sort arc in the H^Vtcst condhiori, Who hterving^ 
nothing but their lal oir to* maintain themsebes^ wives, smd 
children, pay as deeply to the pu^iick as he that hath 20,000 
acres. One principal occasion of these levies is said to be, the 
oficn meeting of the assemblies, and the very great allow-* 
ance to them- that were as members of it ; every burgess be- 
ing allowed 1 50 lbs. tobacco a day, from the time they get 
from home, besides allowances for therr man and horsesy 
(for which they commonly charge the country with a hun- 
dred pounds of tobacco more) which, by the charge of e\erjr 
county, amount to 500 lbs. of tobacco daily, for their twti 
burgesses, tho* many of the counties are so smatt that tbey^ 
have not above 500 tithables, and some not so many. Aindl 
as a grsater weight to this burthen^ they further complam^ 
that their burgesses do give to the governor and other great 
men, gifts, which are also levied by tlie poll, besides what is 
laid upon the people by the assen.bly, by the n^meof th^pob* 
lick levy; and the justices of the' peace for each county p>f 
some sort of authority ihey pretend to) layman arWttiary ta^^ 
which commonly exceedsthe publifcklevy : for which (^i»sei. 
(as is said before) the people began to mutiny in 1 674 At 
this time discontents are stronger grown\ and the parttes-dis* 
contented are more numerous and HiuclmwrecbrisMcrabltf | 
so that the most prudent counsel and applications ar^ m^ 
necessary at this time : but it seemshere to be veryimhkelj^ 
that the authority and power lodged in the' aged* governor and 
his divided council^ are able to appear and settle things seai 
sonably and effectually, without the gracious assistance of hia 
majesty and his councils, which may perhaps be Opponttti^ 
done. Whilst those pttfisons are attending his majesty^ Whd 
are imployed hence by the governor^ smne sober men hiti 
are of opinion, that his majesty may easi-ydo th?ngs» which 
will certainly tend to the quiet and satis&ction of hi^peopM^ 
by a few concessions and directions. 

1 . By confirming every nwar's property to the prtiCnt "p^ 
sesaora. and thw heksyby a power under ihe broad sea}^ 
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2. Br enlarging^ their liberty, in declaring, that all such CHAp. 
as are born there^ shall be free born subjects of England, to V. 

all nitents and purposes. 



3. 1 HAT the act for wages of burgessci be made to ex- ^^^' , 
tend no further than the statute doth in England for the ?^^.?"* ^^ 
parliament men there. bellion. 

That the tax of 2s. a hog&^eud, upon every hogshead 
of tobacco, be closely applied to publick charges, it being 
supposed sufficient to discharge also the wages of the as- 
semblymen, and other necessary expences of the govern- 
ment; the law expressly appoinJing, that after the go- 
vernor is paid hife salary^ the remainder is to be appli- 
ed to other uses of the publick; and no allowance is gi- 
ven by that law that any part of it shall be given away : 
and if at anytime it shall appear, that the necessary charge 
of the government shall exceed the tax of 2s. per hogs- 
head, that then it be levied by a land tax, whith seems 
to be most equal imposition, and will generally take off 
the complaint of the people.. ..although, perhaps sfime of 
the richest sort will not like it, who hold a greater propor- 
tion of land than they actually plant ; who may then, by 
an expedient very beneficial to the country, lay down part 
of those lands, to be taken up by such as will employ it ; 
by which means the Country will be inhabited, and tlie king'a 
customs increased, and the people, living near together, 
be better enabled in tlieir defence against the common ene- 
my the Indians. 

SiicH considerations as these are amongst many sober 
men here, and may, perhaps, be worth the considering by 
such as have the care of his majesty's interest in England ; 
because his majesty's revenue frorti h^nce, which is esti- 
mated at more than a hundred thousand pbunds yearly, 
must hold or be diminished according to the security, 
peace, and prosperity of this place, from whence so beneficial 
a crop is to proceed ar*d flow into his majesty's treasury. 

The account of disorders in Virginia, in a letter 1 
to Mr. Charles Berne, from Mr. Bland, coUec- y 
tor of the customs. J 

Trom James'-Town, dated April 20th, 1676. 

- . \ 

Bl&lfORANOUM. 

A coHPLETE charter was granted, and passed the of- 
fices, but the news of Bacon's rebellion stop'd it in the 
Hamper office, and my lord Culpepper being appointed go* 
vemoronthe death of sir William, obtained,, that this poor 
^^arter, which we have; only shoulabe granteiili 

- »i 
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A Review Breviarie and Conclusion, drawn f*^i»m itie htt* 

g;oing narrative, lieing^ a sumnaam account of the late 

rebellion in Virginia. 

iu« u. ^ rj^^^ £^ action of the hte commotion* amoag his ma- 

^acon s re- j^^y*, cKstracted subjects in Virginia, was mearly on thi» 

^ * account of self-preservation against the Indians, wIm)^ com^ 

mUted several murders, and silmust daily incursicns and 

depredations on the inhabitants of that colony. 

The slow and dilatory proceedings to provide (or the pub^ 
Uck safety : 

The great and heavy impositions of forr-money^ and tkt 
IHtle or no defence they proved of to the country against the 
Indians: the pressure of the patent money, a necessary but 
grievous tax, considering the general poverty of the coui»« 
try; which tax might have been made much naore easy Uk 
them, if but a few persons would have followed ror. secretary 
Ludwell's example, who freely offered to lend the country 
500/ for three years' interest free. 

To which may be added, the sudden disbanding the force% 
Tsused against the Indians, under the cocrmiand of sir Henry 
Chicherly, knight, general of Virginia, being just ready to 
, inarch out and disarm the neighbouring Indiana 

The refusing to grant a commission for the raising a new 
force against the Indians, under the command of such » 
general as fhe governor should be pleased to appoint,, ear-^ 
Destly petitioning and freely prefering themselves tago out 
at their own charge. 

This gave occasion to the unquiet unpatient crewd to 
follow and cry up Bacon, whose forwardness to head tbent 
encouraged them to choose him for their general. 

In about 20 days after beating up of drums for volunteers 
Bacon gains a considerable party, and begina his march 
against the Indians without any commission. 

The governor and his frienda intended to divert his de« 
signs, but they cannot. 

He proclaims Bacon and his foUowera mutinera and re- 
bels, for going against the Indians without a commission ; 
£>]lows him With a party of gentlemen to thefiaills of Jamea 
river to take him.; re urns without effecting any thing. 

In the governor's absence the people below draw into 
arms, and declare against fortSk a» an intolerable pressure, 
and of no use to them at all. 

The forts are ordered to be dismantled, and the assera- 
bly is dissolved that enacted them, and all to appease the 
rage of the people^ and stiU their clamours against the ge» 
Ternment. 
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A wfcw til«tetiMi of burge^fcs l^ing now gcmre fertti, ttre 
dissatisfied party chose freemen, (not freeholders) that were 
never beforeeligible, for their burgesses ; patting up a party 
for their own turn, and at the same dme chose Bacon and i , 
Brewse burgesses for Henrico county. h ^r^" * ^^ 

At the meeting of this new assembly, Bacon comes down °^"^^"* 
to James-Town, in a sloop and armed men in her ; is shot 
at, and forced to fly up the river ; is .pursued and taken pri- 
soner by captain Thomas Gardner, and delivered up to the 
governor. - 

Bacon is pardoned by the governor, and set at large on 
his own parole; is reinstated, and sits again in council of 
Virginia ; and, as credible report says, was promissed a com- 
mission to go against the Indians, for which he waits some 
time in town; but perceiving himself delayed or disap- 
pointed, departs privately without one, and informs the peo* 
pie he cannot obtain one. 

This enrages the people: whereupon they offer Bacon to 
go down to town with him themselves, and if they can't gain 
bim a commission by fair means to coaipel one oy force. 

They accordingly come and surprise James-City; sur- 
rounded the statehouae, (sitting the assembly) ; rage thereat ; 
Htorm for a commission for Bacon ; which, upon the earn- 
est importunity of the council and assembly, was at length 
obtained of the governor, as also an act of indemnity was 
passed to Bacon and his party for committing this force, and 
^ high applausive letter was writ in favour of Bacon's designs 
Und proceedings, to the king's. n(\ajesty, signed by the go- 
vernor, council and assembly.. 

In this interval of time, having taken Larimore's ship, the 
govenior returned to James-Town from Accomack^ in com- 
pany with the ship Adam and Eve, captain Qardner, com- 
jnander, under 16 or 17 sloops, and about 600 |j<^ in arms. 
Bacon and his party are again, proclaimed rebels and trai- 
tors, and threatened with the utmost severities of the law : 
-upon this Bacon calls his few men together, and telling them 
how the governor had proceeded, makes an argument to en- 
courage them (tho' tired) to advance to Jam.e8-iTown against 
the governoi , which they did by the way making up their 
small number, about 300 men, leading along with them their . 
Indian captives in a shew of triumph, and thereby to gain ^ 
the ^.ffection and applause of the people as they came in.. 

Bacon coming up before the town rides up very near it, 

sounds a defiance and fires; dismounts, surveys the ground, 

, causes a trench work to be cast up, of felled trees, earth, and 

brush, made in the night by moonlight ; next morning upon 

day bt'^idi) It small party of Bacon's run up to the paiisadoe^ 
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CHAP, tndflre br.skly <m the gimnii retrcUUing williOMt |ti)r dang^ 

V. or damage. 

1^6 . " * A SAtLY is made hy those of James Town, with great 

H nn» pretence of resolution, but little real valour and leas success ; 

tern n* ^' ^^* forlorn felling off, being followed by the rest, as if they 

. had fled, a$ now they did in good earnest, leaving both their 

dead and their dmm behind them on the pla^. 

Bacon gets great guns, and places them on his wqrkS]^ 
which indeed commanded the sloops ; but though it terriiled^ 
could not annoy the town. 

Now, though the governor and his party had by much the 
Advantage of the enemy, both in time, place, and nuaiberi 
the dbwardise and baseness of the generality of sir William 
Berkeley's party, who. were men intent upon plunder only^ 
by promises of which he dreyf them on with him, and to se- 
cure which they made giounds at ^st to le^tye him, was such, 
that of all there was only some twenty gentlemen willing to 
Stay by him ; apd at |ast only sir William Berkeley hiimself, 
* who undoubtedly had rather died upon the place than de- 
serted it, had he not been ovcrpersuaded to it, and burned, 
away to Accomack against his wi 11. 

And such is the fear of discovery, that for fear they em* 
ba! kt and weighed anchor in the ni^ht, and silently fell down 
the river ; thus flying from th^ faceof a langnishihg enemy, 
that had for a wccK*« space lay exposed to much more hard- 
ships, wants, ^d incommodations, than themselves ; Ic r t'lis 
very service was supposed the death of Bacon, who con- 
tracted the disease whereof he dyed:> by lying, in a very wet 
season, in the trenches before the iQwn 

Bacon having early intelligence nei^t mprni^g of their 
fcovingrthus quilted the town, enters it without the least op-* 
, position ; and, considering of what importance a place of 

thatrefup^ was or might be to the governor and his party, 
immcc*iately resolves to lay it in ashes, and the same night 
set fire to the town, cliurch,and statehoust;, which the^ them- 
selves, who had so basely deserted it, beheld to their s iame 
and I egret, as they rid in their sloops and ships a little be- 
low in the river ; and the same night arrived two ships more 
in Virginia, Prim and Morris pommanciers. 

Bacon having laid spme time of the bloody flux, died at 
one mr. Pate's house, in Gioster county. 

Afteb his death the rebel party were headed by Laurencet 
Ingram and Walklate. snd much spoil and rapine done, and 
little or no considerable service done on the other side to 
binder them or subdue them ; but only what was done by 
the seamen, which causes sir WiUiam Berkeley to see a ne-; 
P^^^y ^° S^r ^t>gram and Walklate terms of pardon, to d?* 
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^ver up Weet-Potht) and the plunder they hdd taken: the 
governor remaining then on board of a ship in York river, 
from whence he wrote several complimental letters to Walk- 
JUte. j^7^ , 

Qranes, the chiefest reb^l on the south side of James ri- ^^^p" * '^ 
ver, was -hot dead by captain Couset; and all his guards, t^^l^i^^- 
wixh drums, followers, and ammunition taken. Also about 
the same time the greatest part of James river declared for 
the governor. 

Captain Grantham is entrusted by the governor to ma- 
nage the treaty at West Point, and to receive the country's 
.arms and followers with the plunder ; all which he effectu- 
ally performed, lo the ample satisfaction of sir Wm. Berke- 
ley, and peace of the colony ; but to the disquiet of divers 
loyal gentlemen of the country, because then^selves were not 
concerned in so considerable a piece of service. 

In nne, what signal servi^re was done, as to the surpressing 
of this rebellion, must be justly attributed to the incessaat 
toiU courage, and good succes^ of those few sea captains, 
Morris, Couset, Grantham, Prinfi) andGaidner, who merit 
this due recommendation ; and the more, because the coun- 
try have been'ungrateful to them. 

His majesty's colony being thus put into this happy pas- 
ture of peace, the governor returns to Green Spring, which 
the rebels had much spoiled and plundered during his ab- 
sence, and preiixt the 20th of the ensuing month for meet- 
ing of a new assembly there, for the settlement of the dis-. 
tracted affairs of the colony. 

Thus havinj; given a brief and impartial account of the \ 

rise, progress, and cessation of the late troubles in Virginia, 
l^ith some few reflections thereupon, we shal} c()pclude this 
parrative, with the time of the governor's return to Green 
Spring, which was not above a week before our arrival. 

And for what relates to the condition we round his ma- 
jesty's colony in, and such other matters whereot his majesty 
may expect or command an account, we are in all obedience 
ready to remonstrate, who are his majesty's most dutiful 
and loyal subjects. 

Herbert Jeffiiea^ John Berry ^ Francis MorrUon, 

A true and faithful Account in what condition we found your 
majesty's colony ol Virginia ; of our transactions during 
our st*iy there, and how we lift it together ; with our most 
humble opinion what means will best conduce to the firna 
grounding and securing the peace thereof for the future. 
Upon our first arrival within tlie capes of Virginia, J inu- 

ary ?Pth, Uf^— 7, we had advice of the death qf tha^ grand 
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CHAP, rebel Bacon, h^sbofnin^ of James-City, and tbe govcrnorti 
V. return to his house at Green Sprinj;^. 

masBssBas Th e same day we disimiched letters to sir William Berke« 

,g^ , ley, to advise htni of our arnval, and such particulars as were 

J*J^ * ^" necessary for his knowledge. 

beliioo. Upow receipt whereof the governor was pleased to come 

on board the. Bristol, then riding at Kigotan,in James river« 
where we read him over our own commission, and delivered 
him ihe several instructions undir \he great seal and privy 
signet, togetiier with the printed pitxrlamation, inquiries, 
and former instnictioTis ; as also certain intcrlocutone heads 
in writing, which we had prepared for your majesty *s imme- 
diate set-vice, for t)ie landing and quartering the soldiers^ 
and preventing any damig;e to his majesty, as also to desiro 
an answer and account of such other matters as appertained 
to our inquiry. 

Upon further conferences with him we understood that he 
had executed several persons for the late rebellion, by the 
power of the marti.d law, and gave us a list of their names i 
but resolved fur the future to desist from that cours*;, and to 
* let the laws run again in their old channel, pleading a ne- 
cessity for trying and condemning by the martial law ; foT 
that he doubted whether a legal jury would have found them 
guilty. Tht contrary he was afterwards sufficiently convin- 
ced of when he saw upon the trials had of his majesty's com- 
mission of oyer and tenijner, that there was not a prisoner,, 
that came to the bar, that was brought in guilty by the jury. 
At fii-st we found the people under a general consterna- 
tion, by reason the number of the unconcerned in the 2ate 
defection were so very few, which in our sen^ seemed to 
ur^e a kind of necessity of opening to them your majesty's 
royal acts of grace and forgiveness, when the whole body of 
the country lay trembling and in pain in this particular, ^md 
many for fear ready to forsake their habitations, and not at 
such a time to stifle and conceal them from the people, and 
the rather, because several gentlemen ol Virginia had seen 
and broui^ht ivith them his majesty's proclamation printed 
in England, or that we could not conceive amiss for the go- 
vernor to publish them to the people. 

He told us he would draw .and publish a proclamation of 
his own, with such exceptions as he had latitude to make, 
which he said at first should not exceed 8 persons, but they 
proved many more. 

Aftkr we had opened our own commission for hearing 
and determining ^;rievdnces, we found the people generally 
complaining?, and petitioninjr against illegal seizing of their 
estates, witliout any warrant, tryal, chai*ge ana conviction i 
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«ml of several that came in and submitted tWemselves npoh CHAP. 
%h« governor's plroclamation of pardon and indt^mnity . that V 

y«l were impvisoned afterwards, and their estates wl^oUy ta- sssss=sssm 
ken from them, or larj>e fines and compositions paid for tl>em. Ir , , 

Fob so it ha^jpened, tliat none did e$tape being f und guiliy, ^^^?^ * "^ 
<xindemned and hai»ged, that pui themselrts on trial, tl>cre o*^""**^* 
happened to be so much guilt or iear in most men, that there 
Was not a man but would much rather acquiesce to have any 
fine laid upon him before he would venture to stand to his 
U-yal ; so at last this was the question to criminals) Will you 
stand your tryal, or be fined and sentenced as the court shall 
think fit?... which latter was, for the aforesaid reasons, laid 
kold of by all, anda fine laid arbitrary, and without any jurf 
pr power by your majesty's instructions, but quite contrary 
of restitution of pardon, for so we find the words to run ; and 
were not wanting to tell sir Wm. Berkeley, as well publivklj 
as by letter, that we humbly conceived this course contrary ^ 

to his majesty's royal instructions ; and that your majesty • 
^rdoned all things or nothing of penalty and punish mentf 
and that there wasnomediunu 

We also observed some of the royal party, that sat on the 
bench with us at the tryal, to be so forward in impeach^ 
ing, accusing, reviHDg, the prisoners at bar, witli that inve-" 
teracy, as if they had been the worst of witnesses, rathet 
than justices of the commission ; both accusing andcon« 
demning at the same time* This severe way of proceeding 
being represented to the assembly, they voted an address to 
tlio governor, that he would desist from any further sanguis* 
nary punishments, for none could tell where or when it 
vouki terminate. So the governor was prevailed on to h«^ld 
his hands, after hanging twenty three ; eight of which we 
set at the tryal and condemnation of, and advised. that they 
should be executed in their own counties under small guards^ 
to try the temper of the people, which proved all peaceable. 

In the whole course of our proceedings we have avoided 
to receive any complaints of public grievances ; but by and 
lUider the hand of the most credible, loyal, and sober per- 
sons of each county, with caution, that they did not do it in 
any mutinous manner, and without mixture of their old lea- 
ven> but in such sort as might become dutiful subjects and 
wber rational men to prevent. 

WB£a£AS we did, upon the daily complaints of divers of 
your majesty *s subjects, by several letters presented to sir 
William Berkeley, that it was a most apparent contradiction 
to the common course of the laws in England to seize or dis- 
piae of any titan's estate before a^lawiul tryal and cotiviction 
•f his crime, and shewed hfm the opinion of the learned 
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lotd Coke postttvdy against it, hereof he Cook little cautkm 
or notice, but writ us word he appealed to your majesty and 
most honouiablp. privy council, and the learned judges of tM 
law ; so we desired him, that all estates forfeited, and con^ 
ceived to be forfeited, of any person, as well of such as with- 
out any tryal have died in actual rebellion, as of those that 
bare already suffered death, might be fairly inventoried* 
appraised, afier the just value of the time of seizure, and 
good security given for the preservation of your majesty's 
right in the said iorfcitures, until ypiu* majesty's royal plea- 
sure might be known in such cases, and sir William Berke- 
ley's appeal answered ; which he not doing, we appointed 
persons under oath to inquire into and report unto us 
the true value, number, and name of such forfeited estates, 
dispossessing none in whose possession they were, but only 
taking bond to your majesty's use in the mean time, which 
bonds were delivered to secretary Ludwell, and are fifteen in 
number; and the first precedent of this nature was made by- 
air William Berkeley himself, by granting the petition of 
the widow Bacon to enjoy the estate of her late husband* un^ 
der the condiiions before specified, to which he desired and 
had our concurrent assent. 

And, for other estates, seized by the governor's i*i>ariy, as 
by several petitions was to us suggested, and by oaths proved 
to appear, we also made our general nilc to order, that such 
persons, in whose hands any such goods, cattle, slaves^ or< 
servants were, should give true inventory and good security 
of and for the same, till your majesty shall be graciously 
pleased to determine concerning the restitution thereof, ac^ 
cording as your majesty, in your most wise judgment shall 
tee cause- 

And we were then and are still of opinion, (with all hum* 
ble subjection lo your majesty's royal will and pleasure) that 
such estates, goods, and things, as were plundered or lorci- 
bly seized during the late rebellion, and especially since the 
laying down arms at West-Point, for or by either party, to be 
restored on both sides, if the same were to be found in specie^ 
and also deelared the fining of the people, without any tryal, 
jury, or conviction, as delinquents, and as some without sum« 
xnons or hearing was and is (in our opinion) against lawy 
and that it looked like partiality and injustice to fine: 
others, when Ingram, Walklate, and Langstone had a free 
and full pardon from the governor, without any fine or other 
punishment, who made full restitution of what they IiskI plun- 
dered, as well from the Indians as the English, the Indian 
plunder excepted^ which air William Berkeley caHed hi|^ 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 




1676 



VIRGINIA; 257 

-fHotigh takeii by the rebel Walktate, alid had given hiiti bf 
the governor for his good services. 

As to the retrenching of the great salary paid to the mem- 
bers of the assiembly, upon our special assurance in a pubiick i>^' ° > 
letter of ours, to ihe governor^ conncilt and burgesses, and . ^.^. ^ "^ 
instance afterwards', they have reduced it to as low proportion ^ ^^^^ 
as it could possibly be brought to. iop the members to sup- 
port their ordinary score at Jamo^-Tcwn. 

BuT^ as to that most important affair of the Indian peace^ 
the breach and want whereof had so completely involved that 
colony into so much misery, daily dread, and heavy taxes, 
and occasioned such general dissatisfaction among your ma- 
jesty's subjects, and was the ground of the rebellion itself, 
%iv William Berkeley nor the assembly, made not the least 
Step or offer towards progress in it ; although we had so ear- 
nestly recommended and pressed the necessity of it, by our 
pubiick letters to the meeting of the assembly, and rein- 
stance afterward* t as also your majesty, by your own pri* | 
Vate instructions, regarding his endeavours with our assist- 
ance therein, which, seeing he had not done, (upon his depar- 
ture) the honourable Herbert Jeffries, your majesty's governor 
notr, with our best advice and assistance, hath so effected 
and performed it, as that not only the neighbouring Indians, 
that then signed the peat e^ c«re highly pleased and satisfied 
vith it, but the equality aiul justice of it, arriving to the know- 
ledge of other remote Indians, (lately our most implacable 
enemies) they also are, of their own accoi'd, come in, and 
expressed themselves desiixwis and forward to be included 
in the same league and amity ; but the governor being sick, 
a further time was prefixt for the meetmg on this occasion. 

Lastly, we shall let your majesty know in what condition 
■We left your majesty's colony. As to the peace and settle* 
mentof it, we humbly conceive it to be secure and enduring, 
and that this good peace with the Indians (which we trust 
also is like to be along and lasting one) will not a little con- 
duce thereto : the people of Virginia (from the great charge 
they formerly underwent, and damages they formerly sus- 
tained, by reason of a war with the Indians) being now made 
sensible how much a peace with them is their ease, security 
and interest. 

As to the condition we left the a'^my there in, truly it was 
but bad I for, at our coming away, the day before we sailed, 
the commissary mr. Needier, being on board Us, told, that 
in eaptain Middieton*s company, there were about 150 sick 
men, and the officers all sick, and that there was the like 
number of aick men in every other company ; and that their 

li 
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provision's had bttcn so far 'fJpent (had ttrey bc«i aftle t6 ftiaireh) 
they must of necessity have been qiiaitcred Ih the counti^ 

lATA WUrge. 

tk n. tw '^'^^ ^>*^^ ctfafrtlty aftttrttfed ydtfr rtiajcfety^ sekrhen, V^v 

•w.*i?vSr ducing theitt t6 the strange degi-ee of iiireakrtess, by the vio*. 

Demon. fence ndVaiibua manner of ienringtheln, that k is almtfSt 

1nYpk]isSib(eto c3e<>res^ ; 14o ^e had scarce inen to get op out 
anchor^ and not abote six Weeks provilsion left us, artd th% 
country unable to supply, having consulted the ablest hnd 
iwostdiscVeet gentleti^eh in Virginia in order to it, 1vho«l* 
fcdged and all agreed, that it was impossible to do it as yoo> 
Inajcsiy's ^iVice required, so nobody ^ouM undertake it. 

As to any fear or ItkeHhobd of fbture commissions afid 
Insdrrctibns, therfc is not the least ground or apptaranee, but 
t>erHaps of soritc petty breaches of peace among the disk- 
giHieiiTg parties, that may happen, by reason of recrifititjai' 
tion and frequent aggravati(ins, frequently used bn both sides ; 
fbr pfrevention irheneof, and seeming a g<k>d and firfn peace 
for the future, in that yotir majesty's colony^ wt shall, trith 
all humility, layttoim our best opinions aiid judgments a% 
follows : 

1, TfeXT It genei*! penal act erf" oblivion, by yourinajes- 
ty*»i command, be prescribed and drawn up here, and sent oV6t 
to the governor and assembly of Virginia, and they enjoined 
to publish and pasis the same> Which of themselves they tv ill 
never do. 

2. That a good fort being ordered to be built at JameS* 
Town, the ancient and tntftt c6tivenient place fbr otte, a^ ah6 
for the statehouse, where the brick wortt mtty yet be service- 
iil)!e, that your majesty nfay be pleased to brd^r the erectioft 
of both these, thb* by a Sinifjte Supernumcrai*y vote the last 
assembly they weire for moving thestatehbUSe'efteWhferc. 

TbAT a certain number of the seasotted soldiers may re^ 
main in gamson there, for the maintenance i!vbere6f, with- 
out being a charge to your majesty, or bUrtliening the pi^pk, 
^e most humbly propose, that t!ie quit rents of the colony, 
which is of 'small accouht t6 your majesty, iand comes not 
iuto your exchequer, may go and irtcur the end ahd purpose 
above propdsed : as also, that your majesty Will please t6 
order the assembly to lay such an imposition on liquors im* 
ported there, as in your majesty's island of Barbadbe^ is 
raised, and employed for the like end, which Mrill Wh build 
a forN atld maintain thfe soldiers therein. 

S. THA>r, for the future, the Virginia Ships gb in fiectk- 
every year, acconipahied With one of your majesty^ f]^igat^, 
until such time as tl>e peace df tht country be so firmly 
grounded as not to be ,shakem 
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Af Tfl,AT ftfi aiQt of ^^ncfer pft^d^ ^ the Ijjst ^^wWjTji CHAP^ 
Ud, by your njaje^ly'^ ^CKnn^^iudi^ ^cpp^l^ s^nd ta]^«?n qff to V. 

all those tha,t are not esfcepted by your n\ajcsty's prpcla^ia- ^wwwS 
tioo, ^nd such as ^r? out p^ reb,eUion ^ii^d fled from justice \ J/^ , 
which act had not been made ojr coos^nted to^ bi^t th^ th.e ^ ir^" ^ ^^* 
governor refused ehe to pass an act of 9,y.i,vion^ vyhi^h^ in "^*hoi\i 
c^eqt U little more o^ than by nan>e only. 

5 . The independenjt planiatioi^s of Corojina^ ?uxdr IVJarylan.^ 
being ^t present very preju,dicial, willi in time, p^ye utterljc 
destructive tp your laajesjty's intere^ ^d govern rpei^t i^ 
Virginia; 

Therefore^ we humbly propose? that with a salyo to Ihe 
right of the h^Q^ourable proprietors, the jurisdiction and 
power of goyerjiment may so reside; in your m^esty, that 
they may be readily obedient to all orders, rules, ^nd pcoce§| 
of your majesty and most honorable council ; else your ma« 
jesty will not only find you b^ve given s^way a great deal of 
lan4 but so many subjects a^so ; and t,he next gen^ratip^^ 
they will not know or own the royal pjowcr, if ^le^r writs^ 
tryals> and process be pei^mitted tp continue) a^ they now are^ 
y> the n^rne* o| ^he proprietors, >yithout any salvo of allegi^ 
^nce t9i your n(iajesty ; ^nd it is d^ily seen, that not only mei^ 
fcrvAi^ts, b^t alsp runaways^ rogues, ^nd ^ebe^, fly tp Carpr 
ffina, on the southward, as their ^pmn^QQ. subterfqge ^n^ 
lurking p^j^ce ; and when we rein<^nd^d ^^ne gf ^l^e l^at^ re- 
ikis by leU^rs, could not have them sent back tp u;^. 

We should not l^ave presumed to present tl^is to your 
insyesty did we not confident beljeye, i^ o\ir hnniblc ppi^ 
H'oi^s and judgments, that what we have informed or huni- 
fely propounded to your majesty^ i^ trw^, and for the peap^ 
f^nd happy i^ettlem<;|nt and a^Jva^tJ^e of ypnr majesty's co- 
lony of Virginia; which, as it h«^s qe?n the unwearied dili- 
gence and endeavonrs, so it is the hearty prayers and desire^ 
of your majesty's m^ost dutiful faithful subjects and servant^ 



Tp compile X\\^ narrative f om whence the Breviarie an^ 
Conclusion is drawn, which is, indeed, a scandalous lible and 
invective against sir William Berkeley and the royal party in 
Virginia, Robert IJoldon, John Langston, and many other of 
the nipst eminent rebels, were sent for by particular wai^- 
jpants, signed IJerbert Jeffries and Francis Morrison, and der 
iiveped to mr. Wright, ^ndcr sheriff of James-^ity cpupty, by 
tnr. §^er>yQpd, requiring them to appear before tbem at fi 
day ^nd timp prefisjt, to testify what they knew concerning 

the proq:edin»;s pf William Berkeley, knight, ?j:c thesje 

V4fi;^t<s not beinii directed tp ^e executed, ^s u^ual^ and to 
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CHAP, ht kept by liim, but to be delivered to the parties themselves . 
V. and he doth testify that there had been none of the warrants* 

^==5=* of this nature but went directly to such persons as he knew 
l-\ to be notorious actors in the rebellion, as appears by certifi- 

^con s re. ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^1^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ August 7th, 1677. 
Demon. y^^. proceedings of sir Wiiliam Berkeley to provide for 

the publick safely were not slo^v nor dilatorie ; but he sent 
Orders to the heads of the rivers to draw of the smaller plan- 
tations, and pltced many of them together for their natural 
sufety, and summons the assembly. The assembly meti re- 
solves on such courses as he knew most expedient for the 
publick safety. 

Sir Wm. B'^rkeley accordingly prosecutes the resolutions. 

Those great and heavy impositions wer<? lawfully imposed, 
andwi hout such impositions the publick safety could not be 
provided for. 

The Imposition of a tax for raising money to buy the pa- 
tents was done by the assembly, and sir Wm. Berkeley re-e 
ceived no advan^^age by it, but colonel Morison did. 
* The sioppmg the forces going out under the command of 

sir Henry Chichcrlty, was very prudent, when there was a 
necessity of calling the assembly ; and if sir Henry had not 
been stopt, colonel Morrison has no assurance Qf what hif| 
success might have been. 

It would have been very imprudent for sir Wm. Berke- 
ley to have relied on volunteers for the publick safety, when 
another and better course was appointed by the assembly and 
council ; and that this was mere pretence appears when Ba- 
con had extorted a commission in the next assembly, for then 
the charge of the country was greater. 

Sir William Berkely had not done his duty, had not Bacon 
and his followers in arms been procUvimed rebels and tray-, 
tors, as likewise if he had not endeavoured to suppress his 
rebellion. 

Sir Wm. Berkeley endeavouring by all means the peace 
of the colony, dissolves the old assembly, and calls a new ope, 
and by the choice of Bacon and Brewse, in Henrico crunty, 
he had cause tg doubt, the choice in all other counties haying 
been regular. 

Bacon being taken, if he were thus pardoned bjr the go-? 
vernor, it gains great evidence how unwilling he was to shed 
blood, which in other ^,lace is laid to his charge ; and thoujrh 
* the event may make some conclude, that another course 
would have been better, yet sir William Berkeley's know- 
ledge of the iil temper of the assembly, which was much in- 
ftced with Bacon's pri*^ ciplcs, (as is said) might he the reason 
qi his endeavouring to win him by lenity, to mak^ him us?;n 
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fell in that juncture of affairs. But B^con, knowing fiisfortune CHAPl 
more dcapcraie than it could appear to o'hers, and that he V. 

had no vis.ble way of support, resolves to fish in tix)ubled . ^ 

^vaters ; steals out of town draws the rabble together, sur- ^ * >q re- 
prizes Junies-City, surrounds the statehousc, the assembly ... 
sitting, and by force extorted a com mission for general, an ' 

lict of indemnity fr.r himself and party, a letter to his majesty^ 
and severaLblank com missions. 

After which, sir William Berkeley (to prevent further 
mischiefs) dissolves that assembly ; nor is it to be wondered 
at, that he did not immediately put forth proclamations t<y 
undeceive people, because he had then no means of securing^ 
himself, nor forces to have maintained such a proclamation 
by ; but he took the first opportunity he could of doinp^ all 
this, which when Gloster county (having been plundered by 
Bacon, bef *re his going out against the Indians, of their 
arms, which left them exposed to the Indians) made an ad- 
dress to him, who immediatclv repaii*ed thither. But Bacon 
having advice thereof sent him by Laurence and Drummond, 
and coming speedily down with his whole force, he was com* 
pelled to leave the place and retire to Accomack, and endea- 
voiiring in all places, and by all means, to maintam the go- 
vernment, and not leaving it, as is here asserted, in the hands 
of the rebel Bacon. Bacon tnen summons the people, and im- 
poses his most wicked 'oath on them. 

Larimore's ship is seized by Bland, made a man of war, 
by putting more guns into her, and sent over to Accomack 
to take sir William Berkeley ; but is itself retaken i>y his 
men, sent under the command of cobnel Philip Ludwell, 
and by the taking of this ship the colony preserved to his 
majesty ; for there being fifty sail of ships gone to Virginia 
from London and the out parts, before any embargoes were 
laicl, they would have all (Iropt in, one afrer another, and been 
taken by tfiis ship, if fehe hud not been thus retaken, and what 
the consequence of that would have been is left to consi<?e- 
ration : but colonel Ludweli's reward for this fj:reat service 
was, to be turned out his office by colonel Jeffries, as sof>n as 
sir William Berkeley was g:one foi' England ; andifthifs had 
not been effected, neither Morris, Cousct, Granthain, Pri'n» 
or Gardner could have defended themselves against Bacon's 
sea force, though they deserved well by assisting the go- 
vernor to reduce the rebels 

Bacon, after this, rebumes his Indian desiern ; that is to 
say, kills and takes some f'.w Panumkey I dians, whom he 
himself, afore he had any commission, forced or frightened 
them into the woods, to become enemies to the hnglish, if 
they were so; and in all this relation taere is no account Qf 
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GHAPv 1^ iiiiAQOCca Iiidia9ft bcingt«k^ or IpU^ by B^QOn «Bd Ms^ 

SKSS^w T*K {^vemo?} Having Uji^ea l^arimore's tbtpt returns tor 

BacoD^t !«♦ Jinie$.City, with such men a9, h<; cpMld g^t ta follow himj^ 

beUion. ^'^ ^* ''^^ "^^ '"^ iwch 4so^e 8pkli^r in l>i$ maj^^^ty's pay); 

^^ ^nd aJUhote bi( bad were p^vided for sir WilMam Qerl^eley: 

^t, hit own charge, (fpj: th«? taj^i4;ig any thing froro thereb^Si 

is imputed a heinous crime to those koai whom tb/ey had; 

t^en sdl) and by whs»t tb^y performed is lo be seen bo^ Iktie 

)|e couid rely on volwite^r^ who s^re ^v>re ^t to comm9n4 

their officers than to be commanded by them : neither can, 

the ill success be imputed to sir Wm. ^rkeley^ wiip wj^ notj 

granting to perform his pa,rt, but could not with ^wf.nty met^ 

stay ii^ that place when the rest were resolved to qi^t it, nor 

punish them at that time for tbelc dispbediencf« 

fiiACoN enters James-City and burnss iti (very soldier likey. 
and with great judgment, these volun;tecrs s)ciy> which was. 
i;ather an evidence thii^t his case w^s despers^te, for he cer« 
tsinly had preserved it for his own accommodation, if h^ 
bad not thought it ; or intended, by mttking his meu guilty 
of wicked acts> to engage them further in so bad a course. 
He doth not long survive this and his other vtllanies, dyings 
pf the bloody flu^,or lousy disease, or both; and sir Wm. 
Berkeley had the honour, by his prudent conduct, (notwith*^ 
stapding his great age, and the weakness of his body, brought 
on him, or much increased, by the Aitigue he underwent ia 
the continued duties of his charge) to reduce ihe whole colony 
to i^s former obedience, due to his majesty, without any assis^^ 
t^nce either from England or Maryland, or any other part; 
and to leave it to his successors in perfect peace, if the opi-^ 
nion of my lord Coke coming among them, and the coun- 
tenancing the most active abettors of Bacon since the arrival 
of his majesty's commission, and discountenancing thosf;^. 
which lost their estates and hazarded their lives in his ma* 
jesty's service, have not infused new boldness into those ill 
men to attempt new disorders. Tbe last letters give, cause to. 
suspect it, but God avert it. 

In the account of the transactions in Virginifi, iiv that part 
of it, which concerns sir William Berkeley, which is giveiv 
under the hands only of sir John Berry and colonel Morrison^ 
they object ihe executing of several persons by martial law, 
all which executions were during the hej>t of rebellion, when 
sir Wm. Berkeley bad no place of strength to secure them, 
nor guard whom he could rely on to keep them ; and as he 
told them he had great reason to think a legal jury would not 
bave found them guilty, neither could he be convinced to 
the contrary by what he saw afterwards, of the trials of lea 
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^ tKcth bythe tJ^mthi^sidn of oy^and teHiiint^jthbttg^they 

werfe all fb<ind gtjiltfy by the jury ; for these persows Were ndt 

%lrooght to fhtrJr tryafh before the cdui^ti^ wah tvholly reduced 

•fcy hirti t6 perfect obcdifence, aittd after that his majesty's 1^^^' ^ 

forc^ Were a(i*rived, and thetfe ^tfs a suffidient strength to ]~^,^2L *^ 

5ilsti^ tHelaliv; bat it is certain a!l the persons executed by »>elli«fc 

ttiartJa) la^ tfere notoriously guilty. 

WfeEift^k thefe was a great necessity of opening hi* 
'Aiajes^'s royal tlctdf gnace and forgiveness ih that junctuit 
^f aFairs, tnay desei-Ve a further examination ; but rio gen- 
tleman of Vi^rginia coiild siee or bring over with him hn ma^ 
jesty's prOchmation Without their cortimtlnicatioYi to whom 
only it was tntrusted. 

There is no proof made of the seizure of any man'ls estate 
tmly during the heat of rebellion, or such men's as were at- 
tainted by act of assembly or fined in a court. 

They are impatient 6fthe lea^t Irregularity df the gover- 
Ji6r or royal party, of which they are strict inquisitors. 

AUd though they know Well, that sir Wm. Berkeley had 
his houses burnt in Jatnes-tCHy, hi^ dwfelling house at Green 
Spring almost ruitied, his household goods and others of 
^reat value totally plundered, thjit he had not a bed to lye »n ; 
two great bdasb*, three hundred ^heep, seventy hbrses and 
inures, all his corh and prov?sions, taken aWay,'and the rest 
«)f the royal party as ill handled, they cannot endure they 
should hate any sense ot* their great losses and sufferings, 
iidr give thetn atiy better names than the wor^t of witnesses, 
lirhen they take ttotiiie of sOch things to the actors of all 
those tnischiefis coming to a legtol iryal, by which they Were 
jiiStly condemned, they themselves being judges, which make 
these repof ts ; since which thfey have also protected a noto- 
Hou'i rebel from being prosecuted by course of .law in the^ 
Ibourts of justice. 

How they haVe in the whole coursfc of their proceedings 
^Voided to '-eceive any complaint of publick grievances, but 
by and under the hartds of thfe most credible, loyal, and sober 
petsons ip each county, with caution, that they did n^it do it 
In any mutinous manner, and without mixture of their old 
leaven, but In such sort as might become dutiful subjects and 
%obi;r men to pr^ertt, appiears by the certificate of ntr, 
Wright, above rtientionfed- dated AiSgust fth, 1677. 

As for the patticular cases given in (which they agg:ravate 
tt^ much as possible) they were token after sir Wm. Berke- 
ley's returti for England, and being not indifferently stated, 
lio particular answer can be madte to them till they are re- 
turned again to Virginia, and if they are further insisted on, 
tttsMt doubted they Will ftppear slight and frivolous; and 
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it Is tery remarkable, there i% not one private grictftnod 
brou)^ht against sir Wm Beikeley before this rebellion. 

All these things considered, sir Wm. Berkeley had great 
reason to differ from the opinion of the learned lord Coke, 
mentioned by the commissioners, and to appeal to his ma- 
jesty and most honourable privy council^ and the learned 
judges of the law, who, *iis hoped, will find csuse to justif]^ 
sir William Berkeley's proceedings, which, when the case 
shall be better stated, and better understood than yet it is» 
will be found to ha^e been entirely for the good of the cola- 
ny and his majesty's ser.vice, though to his loss and ruin. 
The title is — An Answer to the Objections against 1 
sir Wm. Berkeley, in justification of his proceed- i- 
ings. J 

Charles li. 
Trusty and well beloved^ we greet you well, having rc^ 
ceived a report in council from our council of trade and plan- 
tations, upon the* petition of Sarah Drummond, relict of 
William Drummonck late an inl^abitant of Virginia, wherein 
they represtnt unto us, that they have read the same petr* 
tion, setting forth, that the petitioner's husband was after 
the late rebellion in that our colony, taken, strijut and brought 
before sir William Beikeley, our then governor there, and 
by him immediately, (though in time of peace) without lay- 
ing any thing to his Charge, sentenced to d5re by martial 
law, although he never bore arms in any military office, not 
being permitted to answer for himself, or received to tryal 
accoidingto the known l^ws of this our kingdom ; but wiih^ 
in four hours after sentence, being hurritd away to execu* 
tion by the said f^overnor's particular order, who before that 
time (ujwn some private grudge) had vowed that the peti^ 
tioner's said husband should not live one hour after he was 
in his power. That although the said William Berkeley did 
invest the widows of the rebels (that were either killed or 
executed) in their husband's estates; nay, even the widow 
of that grand rebel, Nathaniel Bacon, the only person ex* 
cepted by your pardon, yet so grett was the said governor's 
inveteracy atirjnht the p^^ti loner's husband, that he did not 
o Iv take away Isis lift, bur caused his smal p n'ation to 
be seized and Riven to himself by the council, his goods to 
be removed nd ernbtzzled ; and for it the petitioner with 
^her five small children, to fly from their plantations, and 
wander in t* edcsa?ts a^d woods, until they were ready to 
staive... but at the arrival of our commissioners (upon giv* 
ing secrrliy) the petitioner was, by their charitibk- compasp- 
sions, re-invested in the said plantation, and a small remain* 
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'dcr of her said hu^band'3 personal estate, until SUth time at CHAP, 
our pleasure should be known ; without which she and her V 

£ve chihiren must-haVe inevitably perished*..»and therefore '— 

humbly praying, since her said husband was Sentenced and ' ^^^- ^ 
Jjut to death, contrary to the laws of this our kingdom^ and Bacon s rcr 
since we ^ei^ pfeased to f2:rant him (among: many others) b«Ui<**? 
«i pardon, in case he had been culpable, that We would please 
to order the petitioner to be restor d and confirmed in What- 
ever estate was taken from her husband, as aforesaid, par- 
ticularly to her plantation and the crop now upon itj and that 
the security given to abid<: our pleasure, may be cancelled 
and given up; and our said council further representing^ that 
they have discoursed with our trusty and well beloved sir 
John Berry and colonel Morryson, our said late commission-^ 
ers for the alfaii s of that colony^ touching the truth of the 
petitioner's allegation, and find the case lb ail the parts thereof 
to be very deplorable t we have hereupon thbught fit to sig- 
nify our pleasure unto you, and to require and authorise you, 
our lieutenant governor and council of Virginia^ to give all 
sort of assistance for quieting the sai^ Sarah Drummond in 
the possession of all she hath and enjoyment of the present 
crops, as also in the remedy of what she is not hitherto re- 
Stored unto, or ihe value thereof, in whose hands soever the 
same may be found. But our pleasure is, that the security 
she hath given be not cancelled, i^ut that you cause her to 
give such further security, for what else may be restored 
unto her, as you, our said lieutenant goverrtor and council 
there shall think fit, and so to remain until they receive our 
final determination upon the whole matter, and so we bid 
you farewel. 

Given at our court at Whitehall, the 22d day of Octobci; 
1667, in the 29th year of our reign. 

By his majesty's command. 

H. COVENTRY. 

to our trusty and well-beloved Herbert Jeffries, esqr. " 
our lieutenant governor, and the council of our colo- | 
ny of Virginia, in the West Indies. 



•] 



London, November the 28th, 1677. 
(To Secretary LudweU,) 
The great joy of solemnizing the happy match between 
the prince of Orange and the lady Mary, so retards all biisi*. 
ness^ that we know no more what settlement will be made 
in Virginia affairs than you do there ; but that you may gut ss 
at what is likely to be, (for I can do no more) I shall send 
70U account how far we have proceeded. We have delivered 

K It ^ ' 
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in oarpApenr; which vtU* firsts Haw we <:otn|died witlixiiir 
inttructJons ; nexty a narrative of the rise) and management 
ot the war) (which we were enjoy ned to enquire into and i*e- 
|>ort) ; then) a relation how we found the country and how 
we left It, and what we humbly conceived to be the best 
means to keep it in peace and quitt for the future ; lastly^ 
A list and chavac,ter of all the royal suflierers) that wc knew 
4if) not excluding oihers that we heard nothing of, but le£b 
them to a further information. The ai'ticks of peace were 
read in the cabinet council and appraved of there, but nere - 
transferred (as all things are concerning the piantation) t» 
tlie lords for the committee of trade. Our first auinmons 
there was concerning mrs. Drummond^s f^etition All wc 
could say in that was, that the general report from all hands 
was, that he was barbarously treated; stnpt before convict 
tion, his ring tore off his finger, condemned at one o*clock, 
«nd hanged at four : but for his guilt, we said, that was as 
great as the worst of the rebels* Alter the petition was iiead^ 
my lord chancellor was pleased to say, he knew not whether 
•t were lawful to wi^ a person alive, otherwise he could 
wish sir Wm. Berkeley so, to see what could be answered 
to such a barbarity, but, he had answered to it before this. 
1 he woman had an order, which was afterwards confirmed 
by the king and council, that she should have all Iter estate 
restored, but that her security should be continued, or rather 
another added, sinoe her particular must come under the ge-^ 
neral rule ; and his lordship said, that sir Wm* Berkeley's 
act of attainder was only intended by him for an act of in* 
demnity for htmaelf, ahd his lordship then declared, iflhere 
had been any power of martial law it was a part of the civil 
law, by which no estates are forfeited* I, air, told your bro* 
ther all this at my first landing, but he ti^ated it with so ri<p 
diculous arguments, I hope they will never question the le- 
gality of these tryals for his sake and my poor nephew's. I 
hear mr. attorney -general is ordered to draw up an instru- 
ment to quash that bill of attainder. Ournext summons was 
concerning the articles of peace, when my lord Berkeley was 
present ; who being in the council chamber, before the lords 
«at,met with sir John Beny, who, With an slngry voice and 
a Berklean look, told sir John, that he atid Morryson bad 
murdered his brother. Sir John as sharply returned i^n^ 
that we had done nothing but what we durst justify. His 
lordship replyed, he knew we were doing enough When I 
came in (for I was not there at first) he fell upon me, taxing 
Aic with ingratitude, loading me with more obligations from 
his brother, tlian the whole family had done to the whole 
^orld^ and indeed spoke of me as if I had been a servant;^ 
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(atid that a mean one too) in the fieimify, and not an honoifr CHAP. 
of it. All that I answered was, that I should appear ungrate-, V. 
fol if I should say I was not obligtd, because his lordship f!??^* 
said I was ; and to shew how inndtent I am of thai, I could j^ ^ , 
tell his lordship one great obligation from his brother, that t^^ * ^^ 
his lordship never heard of; but I thought that was fittest for '^"''*^' 
privacy, it was so very great. But if he urges me again I do 
assure him, the whole board shall be judge of it. I also lold 
his lordship, if we had injured the deceased sir Wm. Berke* 
ley, it must either be in the country or here. In the country 
all our transactions passed by letters, to which we referred^ 
having never had half an hour's conversation with him, bu% 
in open court- If his lordship thinks it to be here, it must 
cither be in our narrative of things, not acted while we wero 
present (though commanded us to inquire of) ; therefofe if 
we were misinformed, it was no misinformation of ours, since 
we took the best means to know the truth of every panicular ; 
and we desire, that several royal persons here, that were then 
in Virginia, may be examined in every particular of it, and 
vft should be very glad to find ourselves deceived in any 
thing, that intrenches upon sir William Berkeley For the 
personal grievances laid to his charge, we left them to the 
proof of those that came thither to complain of them At 
this his lordship desired a copy, which he would pay for and 
keep as records. It is thought his lordship will not be pre- 
sent at any more hearhfigs ; nor, indeed, need he, for we have 
used no epithet unbecoming sir Wm. Berkeley's character. 
Our business wfj were sent for was to make enquiry and re- 
port, and therefore I think we could do no less than we 
have done. I am sure mr. secretary Coventry says, he will 
vindicate me to all the world ; that, neither before my goings 
nor after my return, I have offered any thing to king and 
lords, but with a respectful tenderness to sir Wm. Berkeley^ 
nor have we ever spoke of his lady, but with a civility that 
belongs to her %ex : though she was pleased to tell madam 
Jeffries, she wondered I would be so impertinent as to go td 
Virginia, where I was so hated, that the people would tear 
me to pieces. Pray remember my service to her, and telj her 
ladyship, she was very uncharitable she would not forwam 
me of the danger I went to ; but I did not mind it,, for I had 
no Runs shot off, nor bonfires made for joy of my going away. 
I will not send you the list of the loyal suffefers, because I 
Icnow two or three copies are sent in by alderman Jeffries. 
I wish there could be as ready a way found out to reconi- 
pense theni as we were ready to present them with their 
just character of worth and loyalty ; but of this let me assure 
^oaj that neither out ef affection nor hatred have I raentionei. 
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CHAP* ^ oimttcd any one, as it appears in the character of Bev«t>. 

V. ley. I thin(^ we haft given him his due of. the best side, but 

*====? not in thfe worsts for* if all l>e truth that is spoken of him 

i. , h^rc, he is the veriest villain that ever breathed. But let him 

J^oons rw- ^^ ^^^^ Y^^ ^jjj^ j^^ htm know we have given in his four. 

nell4pn« scandalous petitions he sent us aboard, which state answers 

to Upward's clerks and secretaries complaints against him. 

.1 believe it will be found, that the king and lords, befo^-e our 

Jhearing it, will take that measure, that all goods in speciet 

at the making of our order, shall be returned on both sides; 

then, if he has ei;nbezzled any part that was in his custody,, 

he shall deaOy pay for it. How his majesty will dispose of 

the delinquents we are altogether ignorant of; the most 

think they are so inconsiderable, that they will be granted 

to the paying of the debts, and for a provis'^n of those who 

Were executed. 

I FEAR^ when that part of the narrative comes to be read, 
that mentions the Glocester petitions, your brother may be 
prejudiced ; for there are two or three that will be sum-f 
moned, will hy ^he contriva»ice at your, brother's door and 
Beverley's, but mpre upon your brother^ who,; they say^ 
was the drawer of it. For, at the f^st sight, all the lords judg- 
^d, that that was the unhappy accident, that mad^. the In- 
dian war recoil into d civil war ; for the reason you alledged,^ 
that bond and oath were proffered the governor, intended, 
not against B>acon, but the Ind ans, confirmed the people that 
Bac n's commission was good, it never l\jeing before disa^- 
vowcd by proclamation, but by letters writ to bis majesty ip 
commendation of 3acon's acting, and coppies thereof disf 
persed among the people. All 1 can serve your brother in 
is to silence them so far as not to name particular, person^ 
a thing we have always declined iii our papers. Really^ 
j;nr. secretary, the service I do your brother in this* and 
whatsoever may come in my way. is mearly upon your ac- 
count ; for none would attempt a more ruinous design agains^ 
,pur reputations than he did, by ths^t libellous letter he writ 
.p} Alexander Culpepper 

I FORGOT to let you know, that when the articles of peac^ 
were ordered to be printed, some complained there was 
too much land taken up, which c^ave a great minister a 
hint to say, that there was a sore place under that, whicli 
was to raise great fees tp the secretary, of which he would 
?peak anoiher time. This made alderman Jeffries and my- 
self think you are not so well wiih the minister as you 
thought and I hoped I am resolved next wreck to go to him^ 
^\\d to desire to know if any person has, since you wentj^ 
made ill impressions on hiin : we judge it must eithei^ bd 
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fix>ni one that is now with yom or from Bland's fitmilf. Sift CHAP* 

one of them lately, as I be-iird) said, that though you was not V. 

there, your brother was, to ridicule Bland on his tryal I 755?" 

sunt the person word, that he much wronged him, for to my -« , 

l^nowledge lie refused to sit, but rommanded by the gover- r^i?°" * ^^ 

nor, that he was silent, though all besides spoke at the "^"*^^* 

tryal. Mr. secretary, assure yourself, you shall in all concerns 

find me a true and constant friend, though I must confess^ 

I cannot but sometimes reflect on die occasion of my ruinous 

voyage I am sure, I and my poor family will find (without 

the king's money) the sad effect of it. I have been ten 

weeks, in town already, at the exp» nee (when least) of six 

pounds a week, and yet Ian no fuQher, or see any hopes 

of a return. My wife is now in town, who will wr)te to you, 

and give you an account of the favr Constantia, Who is now 

at Holly port, and had come up, but that she is troubled wi^h a 

great cold I will not wrong you so much as to doubt uf 

your care of her concerns, there never was a woman more 

deserving than she, which lam sure you believe ; but if you 

knowecS what proffer^ she refused, without so much as giving 

a hearing, lest siie would stain her unspotted, unblemished 

constancy, you would say more than I. ^ 

All that I desire of you, besides the justice of believing 
|ne your real friend, is so to stjr up my nephew, Ciiarles 
]VIorryson,asthnt be punctually sent a hogshead of old Dea- 
con's crop of fallers neck, by Pride Morrice, in one of th« 
James river ships Let hun send the bill of lading, to be 
delivered in n»y name, to mes&rs. Brown and Saunders If 
you kne\Y \\qw sneakingly I look in that family, till tliat 
is perfoi^med, you would not blame my care to have it, to 
coitie out of that debt, which I am sure will never be but 
by your solicitation. Charles is a fool, if he does not perform^ 
his promise, fpr if he fails I will never give him a penny 
whilst I live. Sir John Berry overpersuHded me, e)se he had ' 

not bad the gun, which cost 9/ at the iirst penny. 

If this courtesy is not enough to shew your friendship, 
pray send me what birds and squirrels you can, to make me 
friends, which I assure you shall be yours for turkeys &c. 
peer, I expect them not from you, haying friends of your 
^wn to oblige ; but pray let all mine theie know, that I siiall 
take it for an obligation if they send me such, since 'lis the 
only bribe I will own or take. Any master I am sure will be 
careful of them. 

Dkar sir, tho' I profess to hate writing, yet I do not shew 
Jt, when I have wrote all this to assure you of this short truth, 
tJhat I am) and will ever remain, your faithful affectionate 
l^jeryant. francis iioiiryson. 
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HAumf Norwood came yesterday oiit of Holland. Iha^Ck: 

not seen hhn yet) but will shortly, and press him to sign 

. y, that, which he has not done: the neglect, as things look> 

Barnn'* w. "^^ ^"^ danj^roos. 

Z^^ Sib, I had almost forgot to telf you> that I stopt a petitioa 

^^""** against you,fbr puttmgcmt one Whitehead iW>m his clerk- 
ship. The petition sug^gests, that it was for no misdemeanor 
in his office^ but upon a mere trick betwixt your brother and 
him. The petition was in the hand of a near attendance to Ws 
majesty I promised you would either restore hipn, or send 
a just cause of his turning out. 

To the right honourable sir Henry Chichcrly, knight, presi« 

dent, and the honourable council of state. 
Th& humble answer of FhzHft Ludwell. 

Whereas, I have, by your honour^ fa^ur and justice,: 
received a copy of a letter from the right honourable Herbert 
Jeffries, esqr governor, &c. containing in it the nature of an 
information charged against me, of high misdemeanors, com- 
mitted against the authority of his majesty^ government 
here, and also such time as your honours thought meet for 
my answer to the same, which in all humility I here present 
to, vou, as far as the nature of the tharge will allow me, it 
being in general terms, and I altogether unacquainted with 
the import of those evidences taken against me, mentioned 
in the first letter or charge. I most humbly desire, that if it 
shall be found necessary, upon the opening the dedimus, and 
examination of the evidences by virtue thei'eof, that I may 
have liberty and time allowed me for a further answer t% 
what may be objected against me ' 

I HUMBLY conceive it may be allowed, that a man may^ 
speak his own merits without vanity, especially where life or 
estate, or. whidh Ought to be more dear, reputation, is con- 
cerned. I shall, therefore, humbly beg your honours' leave 
to give you a short review of my services, and then of my 
suffering* for those services, to preserve the authority of hia 
majesty in this country, in the person of sir Wm. Berkeley, 
his majesty's governor, &c. and for the interest of the wholc^ 
country, which I doubt not will appear to all the world, with- 
out contradiction; that I was with sir Wm. Berkeley, and 
cpnsequently followed and obeyed him, from the very begin- 
ning to the end of the rebellion, I am confident cannot be' 
denied, and humbly hope no fault can appear against me iff 
any station during those times. It will also appear, that 
when sir Wm. Berkeley had not (by the general defection^ 
one foo^ of ground on the western sh- re he could with safety 
Stand on, I was one of the few that accompanied tumtil 
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Accomack, where we had not long boeti, but Bacon purtuoi CH AP^ 
us with captain Lariniore's ship, with 1 6 guDS in her ; a small V. 

bark) with four guns, and a sloop, in ail which were 250 well 



_ _ I (if A 

armed men, under the command of Giles Bland and cap- 1^ , 
tain Wm. Carver, the latter being a very good seaman, and ^?y^ * **' 
a slout resolute fellow, and also a vessel oi about 9a tons, be- btUioiu 
ing newly come in, which mr. Bland seized in his voyage 
over, and made prize by Bacon's law and for his service..^. 
Whilst sfiairs stand in this ntiserable condition, God Al- 
mighty gives a signal^token of his merpy to us, by stirring 
up honest captain Laiimore to promote his majesty's inte- 
rest, by the preservation of his country, by sending a note * 
privately on shore to the governor, that >f he would send hin| 
force he would deliver up the, ship to him^ which the gover« 
aioi suspecting, from the ill character imjustly given him of 
captain Larimore's loyalty, commanded my advice what was 
best to be done in this con juncture of time, and X advised him 
to accept of the ciiTer, because our condition was every way 
•as desperate as that seemed to be, and consequently no 
xhoice left us, and offered myself to go on board-; ao, on 
ix^y humble request tht; .governor presently gave me a com- 
mission fqr it, with which I went down immediately to 
the water side, and with twenty six men besides myself, in 
two small boats, got on boaixl the ship, took her and the other 
vessels with all their force, disarm the men, and send mr. 
Bland and Carver on shore prisoners, Ivith 9& many of thie 
fathers as we thought convenient. 

Tatrs have I given your honours a brief account of this 
liind of service ; which tho' it wants many of its just <citv 
cumstanoes, I fear may seem tedious to you, but I humbl|r 
lieseech your honours to consider the benefit^ that in alliike* 
lihood accrued by this fatal blow to Bacon's designs ; for with 
this force he must be concluded absolute master of evei^ 
man's fortune' in this country, and with that, every mer^ 
chant's ship that came in, of which there were twenty before 
his majesty's ships arrived, and although some of the mer- 
chant ships arrived were of considerable foi*ce, yet coming in 
without any notice, which they could not have without a mi« 
rack, might easily have been surprised, if this had happen- 
ed, then I beseech your lordships to consider whether this 
might not have put his majesty's ships in some hazard, con- 
«idering that although sir John Berry is, without all doubt, 
« gentleman of unquestionable conduct and courage, and 
would not have valued much a greater number in a larger 
Too^m, yet, being in >a narrow river, whether Bacon might not 
.iiave burnt or otherwise destroyed them. 'Tis impossible, it 
Wf^Y be^Mkid} but tliat when his majesty '& iorces aj;)^aned> 
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CH At*. ■ bacon wotild have reined ; the lifctlihood whereof niaifr be 
V. guessed by those oath$ he imposed on the people, to oppose 

s any forces his majesty should send in, and also by his decla- 
im' ^' , rations to the peopk, but I shall leave thii to your better 
Bacon s r6- consideration 

DeIlton» Beside* this, (moist honoural^e gentlemen) I do avert 

that after my conung unto York river fi*om' Accomack, by 
another order from sir Wm. Berkeley,. I was the prime cause 
of taking away iM)d securing four ^ the enemy's sloops, 
which was ail the vessels they had but one small ship^ whicli 
We had also secured^ had she not been removed two days be- 
fore, and hauled up where we cotild not come at^her. This 
was no small discouragement to the enemy; neither was it 
performed without great hazai^^ as many can witness. 

I Doufit not, mnst honoured sirs, but most of you here 
know, I was n^ver frahting, at all times, to oppose the rebels 
all 1 could, with all diligence, hazard) and haidships. J will 
^tiot presume to trouble y >u fuither, with thi^, buthutnbly beg 
your patience, while I say something of my bufferings for 
^ toy thus serving his majesty, under the tohimaiKi and con- 
duct of his governor sir Wm. Berkeley, according to my 
duty and allegiance The ruinous condition I was left in I 
hope is not unknown to your honours here present, and I am 
sure to many in the country besides j being plundered of all 
in their reach, both without and within dbors^ besides m}r 
books and papers to a considerable value. 

Yet, I give God thanks I was not so much concerned at 
this (tho* their malice reached to all that had relation to me) 
as I was joyful for the happy restoration of the country, hav« 
/ ing the faint hopes of such a settlement as that we might 
enjoy the poor- remains of oui* fortunes in peace, and that 
/ the laws might have their former vigour, (which for Some 
months had been wholly laid by) so as by them every m£^ 
might recover what should be found in justice to belong to 
him. 

But I did not long enjoy the effects of theSe hopeful con- 
siderations; forr although I applied myself as early as any 
one, except colonel Bridges, yet it pleased the right honouf- 
able governor to take out of my hand the collector's place Of 
York river, the only little support left for myself and family, 
which I held by sir Wm. Berkeley's commissioii» the caott 
whereof I do not yet know. 

Upon consideration, that, by the act of the grand assembly 
all persons w<2re left liable to be sued for trespasses^ commit- 
ted in the time of rebellion, I commehced my actions against 
some of the principal of those that plundered me, but was 
Ji^mdered in the prosecution by a protection granted to George 
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WlJilklat*, feontrary to the exprrias wor4» of the laws of thb CHAP, 
country and many statutes of Enprland. ^ V. 

MoR EovtR, wheil, in orch r to making my p^oof'^, I t^csir^d ,--- 
a dtcUmua firateBtatem for the examination of wii^iedses, it w«s « rioi*^ r^ 
denied mc, by which means, though I had judgment granted iJii-q,. 
me the last :iBsembly for a small part of whal 1 lost, yet I 
Icould not hate judgment for my papers nnd bookd, take& 
with my goods, to the value of near 40,000 lbs. of tfjbacco, 
for want of evidence ; a great part of whicji tobacco I must 
pay to other people or go to jail, as being tecurily for an un- 
der sheriiflr, who died in thie timaof his collection, which pl<ice 
I was forcedf for the lemainder of his time, to manage the 
best 1 could for ray security j'^^tnd had, with much care and 
pains, preserved the bills and accounts, by which I should 
have received the tobacco to p«y those debts for which judg- 
ment doth daily pass against me in the coort, which makt-s 
the loss double : now ! do humbly bes^ ech your honours to 
believe me thusfcir, that it is a great trouble upon rty spirits, 
beyond all my losses, that I stand here before your honours 
as a'aontcmner of that authority to maintain which. I have 
^vercly suffered ; and I do further desire your belief, that I 
take no pleasure in recounting these misf jrtunes, but could 
heartily have wished none of them had happened ; and do 
further humbly desii'e, that if tiKre shall be any thing found" 
in those depositions, by which it shall appear to your honours 
1 have done any thing derogatory to the honour of his ma- 
jesty's governor or government here, you will be pleased to 
consider the great exasperations I had, which possibly might 
raise me, by their continued course, to that height of passion 
as to speak those things, wiuch, in a better consideration, a 
calmer temper, I should not have done, and which I shall 
Jnost readily and humbly acknowledge, when it appears. I ' 
hope, gentlemen, if iha strictest enquiry be made into my 
past life and consideration in this country* I shall be fouiid i o 
ether than a true and faithful subject to his majesty, especi- 
ally in these times of our troubles, without any other design, 
pod Almighty is mv witness, that I know of, than discharg- 
ing my duty and allegiance as I ought. 

As to what the right honourable the governor is pleased 
to charge me with, concerning a letter casually lost and dis- 
covered to him, I think it hard that that letter should now be 
^ught as an aggravation against me in this caui»e, having 
taid still so long, and nothing said about it ; neither doth it 
€ven appear it hath been mentioned in England, i do not 
^cll remember it, bufc shice it is so reflected on, I humbly 
dcftirc) a copy of that letter may be laid hefore your honouts« 

4.1 
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GHAf^ Md im mcist rob%lent there wHl not be fennd a iroi«d in It 

V. of his majcnty's commissioners spoken bat ^rith respect ; atni 

^|?5?^"™'* ShaJl Either beg your honours will be, pleased to gi^e your 

bacon's i«- opw^>o*»^^i^ '" gtneni, being writ only to a private. gentle* 

beiliom *^*" ^"^ "®^' "*^^ honourable gentlemen, being well ««* 

aured of your justice «nd integrity, I shal^ in aU hBmility, 

l^y ihy coadition before you, for your own considerations, ami 

desire that you will please to weigh well the iisport of those 

:ideposition8 against me ; but I fear I hold your honours too 

4oag, and shall therefore humbly rest in hope, that there wiU 

ht nothing found whereby it fnay be thought that I bawe in«- 

^uredaay of a malice intent fiut if it shall appear, that an^ 

follies have casually been cfmnnitted, intimepaat) I kc^ie 

:this may be. amended ibr the future by 

Your honour^' most huaible 

and most obedit^t respondent, 

• ratLiP xtiowixi.^ 
rMaroh 3ath, 1678, 

Recorded, > <. 

■Vtt Henry Uartwell^xterk. council ) 
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raised by his arrival; — He disappoints them by ^'^ 
his arbitrary proceedings. — Persecuttonof Bever^ ' 
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der from duke of Shrev^sburv to put the cotorr^ it^ 
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: LORD CULPEPPER having forfeited his CHAR 
commission, by refusing to return to his govern- ^ss=^=sm 
ment, lord Howard, of Effingham, was appointed 1684 
his successor; and, on the 28th of February, he Fe**"^/- 21. 
was sworn into office before the council in Vir- ^"^g^vw^ 
ginia. On tlie same day lie issued severwd procla- ^^^^ 
mations. One of them recited for the information 
of the colonists, as had been usqal on such occa- 
sions, the date and other most material circum- 
stances of his commission. The sccofid continued 
all those officers, who had received their appoint- 
ments from former governors, A more important 
measure was the calling an assembly, to meet on 
the 16th of the following April. 

The executive, of late years, by their arbitrary 
measures, and by their sudden prorogations and 
violent dissolutions of assemblies, had attracted a 
considerable degree of attention and interest to the 
proceedings of this body. It was considered as .the 
legitimate and natural support of the rights and 
privileges of the people; and they could not help 
considering the violence, that hud been u^ed to- 
wards it on several occasions, as palpable and. 
wicked invasions of the; just rights and liberties, 
which they had inherited from their ancestors. 
These sentiments the representatives, on their re- 
turn home, would naturally encourage ; so that 
each dissolution, although it immediately freed the 
government from the censures axid ren^onstrances ^ 
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<^that body, swelled the tide of discontent, wA 

attached an importance and interest to their pro- 

1684. ceedings, which, during a more tranqiiil period^ 

they had not been able to acquire. 
Expectati- Whatever fond illusionsi might have been 
ons raittd raistd by the arrival of a new governor, they were 
^y 18 am- gp^^ ^jjiy dissipated. The arbitrary principles oF 
Disappoints Culpepper were purstte^ without any variation, 
them by his Those of the plant cutters, who had been except- 
^^^^^ ed in the proclamation of a general pardon, wiere 
proceedings executed, and their estates applied, without the 
advice ot the assembty, partly to the paymentof the 
attorney- general, the clerk of the general court> 
jurors, sheriffs, and witnesses. The remainder 
was left unapprof>riated, and became, according 
to an old order of the privy council, by the exam- 
ple of stf WiOiam Berkeley m a loose property^ to 
use the language of the order, the prc^rty of the 
governor.* Richard Bayky, the last of these un« 
fortunate men, was ordertd for execution a ^ort. 
time after the meeting of the assembly. In- no in- 
stance was the prerogative of mercy interposed f<»t* 
a reprieve or suspension of their punishment:;. 

The case of Beverley remamed yet undecided* 
The prosecution of this singular man was attended 
with considerable perplexity and embarrassment. 
If any opinion had been delivered by the privy 
council on his case, the proceedings in which, as it 
has been seen, had been forwarded for their advice^ 
it does not appear to have been so absolute and 
decided as to warrant his execution. It was kTH>wn, 
that in the refusal of the assembly's journals, he 
had acted entirely with the approbation and advice 
of that body ; and tlie other charges were eitiier 
so frivolous, or so weakly supported by evidence^ 
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that there was little hope left, unless by executive CHAP, 
inanagement, of procuring his condemnation, sxi^^am 
Even though this difficulty could be gotten oyer, 1684. 
it was not deemed prudent, in the present temper 
x>f the people, to shock their fears and jealousy by 
his execution. 

The nature of his offence was not exactly de- PctsecutJoa 
fined. The mdictment stated generally that he had ^>^®«verky. 
been ^ilty of high misdemeanors, and no prece- 
Tdent,.that could be collected, enabled them to affix 
a fegal punishment to his transgression. The as- 
sembly was in session, and well knew that he suf- 
fered for his attachment to their privileges. They 
wanted his services as clerk, and they would not 
supply his place by a new appointment. 

In this dilemma, it was determined to attempt ?rocufc» 
procuring if possible his conviction, in order after- *!** convic- 
wards to make a merit of their clemency in remit- dc" lomjSte 
ting his punishment ; and even in those innocent a merit of 
times, there was sufficient patronage or influence pardoning 
in the executive to effi^ct an object so illegal ^*"** 
and wicked : Beverley was found guilty on the 
vague charges, which had been brought forward 
against him, Mid a pardon was immediately offer- 
ed him, on the sole condition of his begging par- 
don of the council, without any mention whatever 
being made of the delivery of the journals, which 
was well understood to have been the main ground 
of the prosecution.* 

It was thought prudwit, by the friends of Be- 
Verley, that his salety and usefulness should not 
be sacrificed to a vain punctilio ; and as his ene- 
mies tacitly consented to wave their right to an 
inspection of tJ»e journals of assembly, it was justiy 
considered as a partial victory by the friends of U- 



Ancient records. 

J. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



280 HISTORY OF 

CHAP, bcrty. The humiliation, if indeed it could be ^8 

^g_YL_^ called, would be confined tp himself; while ih6 

1684. consequence of his noble resistance would remain 

to his country and posterity. It was represented^ 

that this was not the time for a serious contest 

about executive privileges. The late unfortunate 

rebellion had too much strengthened the hands of 

the executive; and. time was required to revived 

the public confidence, and chase away that de- 

spondt nee so fatal to patriotism and public spirit. 

Bevcrlejr These representations had, at length, the de- 

cessions^to ^^^^^ ^^'^^^ ' ^^ Beverley, having appeased the 

governor & ^^^" pride of the executive, by the coiicessions^ 

council, but which had been demanded, and given security for 

retains the his good behaviour, resumed his station as clerk 

journals. of the assembly: a station he had fiUe d with so much 

honor to himself and benefit fo his country.* 

Beverley, the historian, has preserved all the 
acts of this assembly, which have survived the ne- 
glect and obscurity of the public records, and 
these are too scanty to answer even the purpose of 
mere annals^ 
^ This sera, so interesting, as bein^ the dawn of 

a more ju^^t and enlarged mode of thinking on the 
subject of government, is unhappily fated to dark- 
ness and obscurity. Enough remains in the king's 
instructions and the orders of the Virginia coun,; 
cil to prove, that the assemblies evinced the most 
determined opposition to the arbitrary measures 
of the court, and their frequent and violent disso- 
lutions suffici'^ntly confirm this fact: but the 
causes, which contributed to this secret revolution 
in public opinion ; the speeches of particular mem- 
bers, even the greater nujwber of the acts, all these 
things, so essential to a lively, interesting, and 
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dramatic view of the times are wanting ; and our 
ai5prehensions lest the cradle of Virginia liberty ^^^^ 
should be hurried away by the dwarf fiends, which 16«4. 
surround it, are olily appeased by a knowledge of 
the subsequent events; 

According to this historian, the duty on li- 
quors imported from the other English plantations, 
was imposed during this session. It was laid, asi 
he alledges, under pretence of lessening the levy 
by poll; but more especially for rebuilding the 
state house^ which had been burnt during the re- 
bellion. The duty was at first laid on wine and 
rum only, at the rate of three pence p6r gallon, 
with the exemption of such as should be impcMted 
in the ships of Virginia owners. The giiard at 
the king^s stores at Middle Plantation, was dis- 
banded, and rangers were appointed to defend the 
frontiers against the incursions of the Indians, 
Jjarticularly of the Five Nations, who, in defiance of 
the late treaty, continued their destructive ra- 
vagcs. We are not tpld what was the fate of this 
assembly^ 

Meanwhile, thei warriors of the FiveNationsJ 
at the instigation, it is supposed, of the Frepch in 
tanada, continued their destructive ravages on the 
frontiers, and their reputation for courage and fe- 
rocity, added to their enormities, excited just 
alarms throughout the colony. The Indians, in 
friendship with Virginia, equally with the whites 
were sufferers by these incursions, and were car- 
ried off by their conquerors, with their usual po- 
licy, to augment their strength. 

The expence of supporting a body of troops, 
adequate to the defence of a frontier so exposed 
and extended, against enemies so sagacious and 
intrepid, would, indeed, be enormous ; and it was 
thought more expedient to open a negociation un* 
M m 
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CMA1P* dcr the ifiRuencc of the governor of Ncw-Yoi^ 

^^^^ggggg with the sachtms of this savage republic. I'h^ 

iSS^^^ ob^ct appeared at this time of sio much impor* 

tance, that the personal influence of the governor 

was thought essential on this occasion ; &aA dfiere 

appearing nothing, which demanded his immedi- 

^Vine 19. ^ attention in the colonyv he departed^ in com<. 

pany with two memjbers of the council^ leaving tkm 

goyemmei^ in the hands of colonel Bacon, and^ 

on the ISth July he spoke with the deputies of 

these tri(^s at Albany ,t }^ ^ presence of colonel 

• Ancient records. 
f Proposals m$de by the right hotwrahle Francis lord How- 
ard of Effingham, governor general of his majesty's domi<i 
, nion of Virginia> to the Mohawks, Oneydoes, Onondagati 
and Cayugas. 

Jt is now about se^n years, said he, since you {unproyok^ 
ted) came into Virginia, a country bejonging to the great kiu{( 
ei England, and committed several murders an<jl ipbberies^ 
carrjring away our /christian women and children prisoner* 
into your castles. All which injuries we designed to have re^ 
Tenged on you, but at the desire of sir Edmood Andross^tben 
govemor*general of this country, we desisted fron\ destfoying 
you, and sent our agents, colonel William t^endai and colo- 
nial Southbey Littleton^ to confirm and mak^ sure the pe^ic^^ 
that cotone! Coursey of Maryland Included us in, when he 
first treated with you. W« iiid, that as you qutekfy fergoC 
vhat you promised colonel Cours/by, so you have wilf{||l5r 
broke the covenant chain, which you ppomisfid oUr agent^ 
colonel Kendal, should he kept n^orp Strong and bright, if w^ 
of Virginia would bury, in the pit of oblivion, Ihfc injury then 
done \is ; which, upon governor Andross's intercession^ am{ 
your submission, we were willing to fergct : but you not at 
«Ji minding the covenaot tlurn made, have every yoar ^ine^ 
come into our country in ^, warlike ou^nner, under ppeteiu:^ 
of fit^hting with our Indians, our friendsand neighbours, which 
you ought not to have done, our agent having included them 
likewise in the pecK:e. Y-Jit not only destroyed and look se^ 
iFeral of them prisoaers, but you liave also killed and burnt 
our christian p^opl^, destroying corn and tobacco n|ope than 
you made use of; killed our hordes, bogSi and cattle, not tq 
eat, but to let them lie in the woods and stink t this you did 
when you were not denied any thing you said you wanted. 
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l>ungan,. governor of New* York, and the magiSi- CHAP, 
grates of Albany. Eight Mohawk, threeQneydoes, ^^y 



I must also teU you, that umkr the pretenee cf friendship, 
you have come to houses at the heads of our rivers (wbea 
they have been fortified) with a white sheet on a pole, and 
have laid down your gims belbre the fort; upon which our 
people taking you for friends, have admitted your grea» men 
into their ibrts, and have given them meat and drink, what . 
they desired. After the gl^at men had refreshed themselves,, 
and desiring to rettirn, as they were let out of the fort-gates, 
the yoimg men commonly mshed into the fort, and plun-. 
dered the, houses, talung away and destroying all the com, 
tobacjo, and bedding, ami what else was in the houses. When 
they went away, they gpenerally also took several sheep with 
them, and killed several cows big with calf, and left them be*, 
hind them qut to pieces, and flung about, as if it were in de*. 
fiance of us, and in derision of our. friendship. These, and 
many more injuries that you have done us, have caused me 
to raise forces, to send to the heads of our rivers, to defend our 
people from these outrages, till I came to New York, to co- 
lonel Thomas Dungan, your govemor*general^ to desire him, 
as we are all one king's subjects, to asstst me in warrinf 
against yout to revenp^e the christian blood that you have shed, 
and to maHe you give full satisfaction for all the goods that ^ 
you Itave destroyed ; but by the mediation of your governor, 
I am now come to Albany to speak with you, and to knqw 
the reason of your brealdng the covenant-chain, not only 
with us and our neighbour Indians, but with Maryland, who 
are great king Gbaries's subjects ; for our Indians have given 
king Charles their land : therefore, I, the governor of Vir- 
ginia win protect them, as your governor, under the great 
duke of York and Albany, will henceforth, y.ou^ when the 
chain of friendship is made bt tween us all. 

Now I have let you know, that I am sensible of all the in* 
jiwies you have done us, and by the desire of your governor- 
general, I am willing to make a new chain with you for Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, and our Indians, that may be nwre strong 
and lasting, even to the world's end ; sd that we may be bre« 
thren^and great king Charles's children. 

I propose to you fir<tft That you call out of our countries 
of V^irginia and Maryland, all your young men or sokliera 
ihat are n»w there. 

Secondly, That you do not hinder or molest our friendly 
i^idinnfi from hunting in our mountains, it iiaving been itmm 
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three Onondagas, and three Cayuga sachems at^ 
tended : the Senekas had not yet arrived. To use 



foun(ry and none of yours ; they never ^ into your country 
to dis urb any of you. 

Thirdly, Though ♦he damr^ges you have done our country 
be very great and would requi -c a great deal of saiisfactioT>, 
which you arc bound to give, yet we assure you, that only 
by the pewuasions of your governor, who is at a vast deal 
of tiouble and charge for ycurwdfare, which you ever ought 
to acknowledge, I htive passed it by and forgiven you; upon 
this condition, that your people, nor any living among you, 
for the future, ever commit any incursions upon out chris- 
tians or Indians living among iis, or in Maryland. , 

For the bct» er confirmation of the same, and that the peace 
now concluded may be lasti rg, 1 propose to have two hatci * 
cts buried, as a final determination of all wars and jarrirgs 
between us ; one on behalf of us and our Indians, and the 
other for all your nations united together, that ever did us 
any injury, or pretended to war against our Indian friendS} 
pT those of Maryland. 

And that nothing may be wanting for confirmation thereof 
<^if you desire it) we are willing to send some of our Indian 
aachems, with an agent, next sumn.er, about this time, that 
fhey maV ratify the covenant wiih you here, in this prefixed 
house, where you may sec and speak together as friends. 

That the covenant now made between us, in this prefixed 
bouse, in the presence of your governor, may be firmly kept 
ancf performed on your parts, as it always has been on c»urs; 
and that you do not break any one link of the covLnant-chain 
for the fu ure, by your pcopk's coming near our plantations ; 
when you match to the southward, keep to the feet of the 
mountains, and do nM come nigh the heads of our rivers, 
there being no beaver hunting there ; for we shall not for the 
iuturc, though you lay dowp your arms as friends, ever truist 
you more, yoi; have so often deceived us. 

The next day the Mohawks answeredfirst by their spea- 
ker, saying : 

We n)ust,t in the first place, say something to the other 
three nations, by way of reproof for their not keeping the 
former chain as they ought; and therefoie we desire you, 
great sachem ol Virginia, and you Corlaer,* and all here pre- 
sent to give ear, for we will conceal nothing of the evil tb^y 

t (5ovcrQor of New-York. 
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tHe figurative language of this people, the chain 
of friendship was brightened at this meeting, and 




1684. 



Jiavedone [Then turning^ to the other nation:)] You have 
lieard yesterday all that has been said ^ as for our parts, we 
are frep of the blame laid on us ; we have always been obe- 
dient to Corlaer, ^nd have steadily kept our chain with Vir- 
g^inia, Maryland, and Boston ; but ye are stupid and brutish, 
and hate no understanding, we must stamp understanding 
into you. I^t the new chain made yesterday be carefully 
preserved for the future. This we earnestly recommend to 
you, for we are ready to cry (or shame of you ; let us be no 
more ashamed on your account, but be obedient^ and tak» 
this belt, to keep what we say in your memory. 

Hear now, now is the time to hearken ; the covenant-chain 
l!ad very near slipt, by your not keeping it firmly. Hold it 
fttbt now, when all former evils are buried in the pit. 

You, Oneydoes, I speak to you as children ; be no longer 
childish, orvx>id of understanding. 

You, Onondagas, our brethren, you are like deaf people^ 
that cannot hear; your senses are covered with dirt and filthy 

You, Cayug;a8, do not retun. into your former ways. There 
are three thi^igs we must all observe. 

First, The covenant with Corlaer. Secondly, The cove- 
nant with Virginia and Maryland. Thirdly, with Boston. 
We must stamp undei*s*anding into you, that you may be 
obedient; and take this belt for a remembrancer. 

Then Cadianne, the same Mohawk speaker, turning (o^ 
iny lordi said : 

We are very thankful to you, great sachem of Virginia, 
Ihat you are persuaded by Corlaer, our governor, to foi*give 
all former faults. We are very glad to hear you, and see 
your heart softened. Take these three beavers as a token. 

We thank thee, great sachem of Vii>ginia, for saying, that 
the ax6 shall be thrown into the pit. Take these two beavers 
as a token of our joy and thankfulness. 

We are gUid that Assarigoa* will buiy in the pit what is 
past. Let the earth be trod hai^ over it ; or rather, let a 
strong stream run under the pit, to wash the evil away out 
of our sight and remembrance, and tliat it may never oe 
digged up again. 

f The name the Five NatiQi\s always give the gpver«f 
i^or of Virginia. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



98S HISTORY OF 

CHAP, the hatchet was buried by both parties with all iim 
^^^^^^ solemnities usual on the ratification of treaties. 

J 684. 



Assargoa, you tre a man of knowledge and undemanding^ 
thus to keep the corenant chain bright at silver; and now 
again to renew it, and make it stronger. (Then pointing to 
the three other nations, said,) But they are chain-breakers. I 
lay down this as a token, that we Mohawks have preserved 
the chain entire on our parts. Gives two beavers and a racoon • 

The covenant must be kept ; for the fire of love of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland bums in this place, as well as ours, apd 
this house of peace must be kept clean. Gives two beavers* 

We now plant a tree, whose top will reach the sun, and 'M 
branches spread far abroad, so that it shall be seen afar off; 
and we shall shelter ourselves under it, and live in peace 
. without mjc^estation. Here he gave two beavers. 

You proposed yesterday, that if we were desirous to see 
the Indians of Virginia, you arc willing to send some of their 
sachems next summer, about this time to this place. This, 
proposal pleases me very much, the sooner they come the 
Ijetter, that wc may speak with them in this house, which is. 
appointed for our speaking with our friends ; and givctwot. 
belts to confirm it. 

You have now heard what exhortation we have made to, 
the other three nations ; we have taken the hatchet out of 
their hands; we now therefore pray^ that both your hatchets 
anay likewise b^ buried in a det*p pit. Giving two beavers. 

Assarigoa, some of us Mohawks, are out against our ene- 
mies, that lie afar off, they will do you no harm, nor plimder,. 
as the others do. Be kind ^to them, if they shall happen to 
come to any of your plantations; give them some tobacco, 
and some victuals ; for they will neither rob nor steals as the: 
On ey does, Onondagas, and Cayugas have done. 

The Oneydoes particularly thank you, great sachem of 
Virginia, for consenting to lay down the axe. Tl»e hatchet 
is taken out of all their hands. Gives a belt. * 

\Vc again thank Assarigoa that he has made anew chain. 
Let it be kept bright and clean, and held fast on all sides ; let 
not any oiie pull his arm from it. We include all the four 
nations in giving this belt. 

We again pray Assarigoa to take the Oneydoes into hia. 
favor, and keep the chain strong with them j for they are pinj 
diildren. Gives a belt. 
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LoftD Howard on his reti|m ordered the mili- 
tia to be prepared to march against the Indians at _ 
the head of the bay, who, during his absence, had 1684. 
made a violent inroad on the frontier settlements.* 

ft ,. I II . . . ■ ----'-■ ^ ■ ... 

The Oneydoes give tweniy beavers as a satisfaction for 
what they promised the lord Baltimore, and desire that they 
may he dischar^d of tliat debt. 

The two governoi's told them, they would use their en* 
deavors with the lord Baltimore, to persuade him to forgive 
■what remained. ^ , 

Then the Indians desired that the hole might be dug to 
Wury the axes, viz. one in behalf of Virginia and thtir Indians^ 
another in behalf of Maryland and theirs, and three for the 
Onondagas^ Oneydoes, and Cayugas. The Mohawks said^ 
there was no need of burying on their account, for the first 
ichain had never been broke by them. 

Then the three nations spoke by an Onondago, called 
^hanohjanihta, who said : 

We thank the great sachem of Virginia* that he has so 
teadily forgiven and forgot the injuries that have been done ; 
and we, for our parts, gladly catch at, and lay bold of the 
new chain Then each of them delivered an axe to be buried 
and gave a belt. 

I speak in the natne of all three nations, and include them 
in this chain, which we desire may be kept clean ai>d bright 
like silver. Gives a belt. 

W^c desire, that the path may be open for the Indians un- 
ider Assarigoa's protection^ to come safely and freely to this 
}>lace) in order to confirm the peace. Gives six fathom of 
Wampum. 

Then the axes were buried in the south*east end of the 
aourt-yard, and the Indians threw the earth jupon them ; . 
^fier which the lord Howard told them^ since now a firm 
peace is concluded, we shall hereafter remain friends, and 
Virginia and Maryland will send once in two or three years 
lo renew it, and some of our sachems shall come, accoiding 
Id your desire* to confirm it. 

Last of all the Oneydoes, the Onondagas, and Cayugas i 
jointly sang the peace song, with demonstrations of niucU » 
joy ; and thanked the governor of New-York for his effectual 
^suediatioD with the governor of Virginia in their favour. 

Coidm^s Five AanoTi\ vol. i. pp* 45—5^ 

♦ JUcicnt records. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



188 klSTORY of 

CHAP; Th I i year died Charles II, whose govemmehii 
^;^^^s^ *^ home and abroad, prsented one unvaried image 
1 684. of weakness, tyranny, and insincerity ; a neglect of. 

Death ot Qr rather a deliberate departure from those decent 
Charlc* II. principles and duties, which form the strongest 
cement to social lile, and constitute its best oma« 
ment and prosperity. 

Tauqht prudence by the fete of his father^ 
he Ibrebdre tjcercising suddenly any violent 
Stretch of prerogative, vvhich would only shock 
the piejudices and alarm the jealousy of the nation* 
A more refined and cautious policy was introduc- 
ed ; and ittfluencey a mysterious power, hitherto 
unkno\Vn in the constitution, was called in as an 
auxiliary, more to be depended on than preroga- 
. tive so justly suspected ; and battered by the as- 
saults of the long parliamejit. By a long course of 
gradual encroachment, he, in a great measure, 
frittered away or weakened those inestimable pri- 
vileges^ so lately wrested from monarchy ; and 
with a constitution tolerably free from defect in 
theory, England, at the period of his decease, ex- 
hibitt d a picture not materially different from \ht 
absolute monarchies of the continent* 

An hypocrite in matters of religion; his pri- 
vate life was openly profligate anddissolute: by his 
example virtue was openly laughed out of counte- 
nance, and chastity and integrity were considered 
as vulgar and rustic qualities, admirably calculated 
indeed for the poor and base bgrn, but utterly and 
eminently beneath the consideration of the great 
and exalted. The manners and literature of the 
nation could scarcely hope to escape the joint 
operation of a power so resisdess, and ail exam- 
ple so contagious. Literature was rapidly exchang- 
ing her noble and majestic simplicity ; the solid 
precept, the terse and unforced reflection, the na- 
tural sail) ; for the quaint conceit, thejpert, dis- 
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^hitc witticism, the strained artificial polish, and for CH i\P. 
low buffoone rj^ Language indeed, added to its rich- ^^' ,. 
ncss and compass dming this peiiod; but this 1684. 
"has been justly thought as affordirig no Equivalent 
for the natural sentimtnts and the rude and vigo- 
rous beauties Ol* former times. 

In no part of the empire was the baneful ten- 
dency of his tneasures and principles ft It more 
sensibly than in the North American colonies. 
Far removed from the seat of power ; wanting a 
concert among themselves, and deriving little sup- 
iport from royal charters ; they presented, in their : 
growing and prosperous fortunes, iheit* simply 
manners, and sturdy patriotism, objects too invit- • ' 

ing to the avarice and jealousy of the king. This 
imperfect portrait is drawn principally with the 
view of directing the attention of the reader to a 
circumstance but little attended to, viz. thatthe low 
ebb to which freedom was reduced in all he En- 
glish colonies, not even excepting Ma sdchusetts, 
dui ing this reign, and for a considerable t *me after, 
must be ascribed to the perfidious policy and ar- 
bitrary principles of this man ; and it will afford 
some slight consolation to the antiquary and the 
patriot, ttiat England, with all her boasted intel- 
ligence and patriotism, was in no better condition 
during this period. His successor, wanting his 
capacity, and infuriated by bigotry, prevented the 
complete cotisummation of his project by his 
violence and presumption. 

The succession of James II was formally an- 1685. 
aiounccd, and he was proclaimed with the usual I'cb'ry. 15. 
demonstrations of respect. An humble address, 
signed i)y the governor and council, the sheriffs, 
justices, and professing to speak the wishes of the 
freeholders generally , was sent to the new ki ng ; con- 
^rauiiatmg him on this occasion, and. teuderiiig 

\ 
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him tbejr fives arid fprtunes whenever he shdid4 
have occasion to demand them. His first fiidva^cQS 
towards Virgivia were gracious and obliging, ^xi^ 
raised the same hopes by which, notwithstand- 
ing his known bigotry and t} ranny, the motliejp 
country had beeii deluded. He continued all t^ip 
officers within the royal gift, and promised a ijew 
great seal to the colony, whose device shpi^ld hi^ 
emblematic of his glory, and a symbol of his re- 
gard for Virginia. In return for these vain profes%* 
Bions, which cost nothing, but which, from hjs 
former character, being wholly unexpected, were 
regarded as the most gracious concessions, di4 
the governor and council pledge the blood and the 
treasures of the colonists. 

It docs not appear, that this event was regarded 
in the same light by the body of the people, and 
it was thought prudent to stretch the power of the 
governor, in order to repress the growing di^con- 
Oetbber ll tents.* A proclamation was issued by lofd Howi^ 
ard, stricdy forbidding all seditious discourses^ 
and by this measure he had in view the shielding 
the character of the king from charges of papacy 
and tyranny, and his own, frqm well grounded b.(> 
cusauons of rapacity atld extortion. During the 
recess, he had undertaken \q enlarge the fi^es ^n4 
perquisites of his office, and to impose arbitr^ilf 
new fees, wihout the advice or authority of tl^ 
assembly; and those who refused to comply with 
his ille^ requisitions were throvvn into prison^ 
tod refused the benefits of the plainest and most 
incontestible provisions of the laws of England, f 
He had summoned an assembly to meet on thp 
first of October, by writs, bearing date iQth July 5 



-«#r. 



* Ancient records. 

t Ancient records.— Benrlcf* 
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Btttthfe g%ft'(^ disfetatotert^ rendered a mtttihg'of 

this body at tills juncture imprudent, if not dan- 

gerous, and on the pieaof sickness te prorogued *685. 
them to the fpUowing month.* Nov. 2. 

Meanwhile colonel Byrd and EdmondJto- Coinmi$si- 
ftings, attomey-gieneral, who had been scntj^ attend- ^",^^8 ^^^^ 
ed with a chief from eacfaof the tribes of Pamunky, ^irgimasa* 
Chickahomini, and Matapony, and one from an- pairtoAJba^ 
other trib^ of the Powhatans,t to ratify the treaty ny. 
made by lord Howard the preceding year, re- 
turned, having fully accomplished the object of 
bis mission. At this treaty it was agreed, that the September,, 
Virginians and their Indians should henceforth 
be at peace with the Five Nations and their tribu- 
^ries ; and a Mphawli orator, who wound up the 
ceremonies, after exculpating his tribe and the 
^enacas from all share in the |ate outnj^es com- 
plained of by Virginia, sang all the links of thp 
chain, which he held in his hand, and whjch was 
the symbol of the friendship, which Mfa§ hence- 
^rth to bind the contracting parties. After this^ 
he sang, by way of admonition to the Onondagas, 
Oneydoes, and Cayugas, J who bore the imputa- 
tion of having infringed the former treaty, and 
concluded with a song of peace to the' sachems of 
Virginia. 

;^1e AN WHILE, the assembly, which had been An aiseng 
prorogued to the 6th November, met at James- ^^^^ 
City, and proceieded immediately to a spirited en- 
quiry into the state of the colony, and iriore par- 
ticularly of those arbitrary measuresof the governor, 
which aflfccted at once the privileges of assemblies 
and the liberty of the subject. The. intrepid Be- 
verley, destined to make new sacrifices to the 

■1 I .n I II I i j I I .I , I. I I i ini i j i 

* Ancient records. f Ipidem^-^Jcffmon*^ Notes. 
f Cold<^n's Five Natiotusl 
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CHAP* liberty of his countrj^ and to encouritcr new pe»»^* 
^ • secutions, was still their clerk ; and by hib coui^ge^ 
1685. zeal, experience and fidelity, he contributed to. 

animate and confirm the present opposition. Never 
since the foundations of the government, not even 
5tt the seizure of Heivey^ did the assembly disr 
play a more daring and determined rest stance. 

From severe strictures on the conduct of the 
governor in disbursing the amount of the late du- 
ties on wines and liquors, without tneir control, 
and refusing to submit the estimates to their revi- 
' sion, according to the provisipus of the act, they 

passed rapidly oti tq the more alarming abuse of 
nis authority : his violent stretch of prerogative ; 
his illegal exactions of fees ; his arbitrary seizure 
of individuals, and their rigorous imprisonment, 
in spite of their demands to be brought to trial ; 
his repeated refusal of the writ of habeas corpus, 
^yhich was the right of all subjects of England, 
and which their ancestors had puiciiased at an in^ 
finite expence of their best blood. ^■ 

Its sp.kite^ KfisoLUTiONS, in the spirit of tl^ese charges, 
pi-oceed- " were carried with litde opposition; and, in order 
*^6S' to secure in future the personal liberty of the peo- 

ple, as well as the privileges of their own body, 
from similar invasion, several acts were passed,^ 
calculated to render more clear ^lid certain those 
wholesome and important provisions, which had 
been so grossly violated. 

It; is scarcely necessary to add, that these acts 
wei e negatived by the governor. He did not even 
condescend to explain the reasons for hisnje;-. 
tion ; and the assembly, already suffioentiy irri- . 
tattd against him, abandoned all resei ve on this, 
occasion. . 

Lord Howard, in obedience, as he alledged, to 
tlie king's instructions, had issued a proclamation 
repealing several acts of assembly, which wt^c 
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themselves repeals of former acts, artd declaring CHAP, 
the acts repealed by that body to be revived, and ^^• 



henceforth to remain in full force as they were be- 1685. 
lore the passing these acts.* 

This proclamation the assembly pronounced Right of 
illegal aqd unwarrantable, and as holding out a ^*"S to ^' 
doctrine, which was utterly subversive of those reDealedex- 
cstablished usages and principles oi> which the amined, 
government had ever been administered. They 
contended, that if governors could at pleasure re- 
vive laws, which had been solemnly repealed by 
the assembly* the weight of the po^jular branch 
was utterly annihilated in the government ; that 
the repeal as well as the enaction of laws were 
plainly of the same nature, and should be exercis- 
ed by the same body, and that no rational distinc- 
tion could be even imagined between them ; that 
if the ki ig, by his prerogative, had authority to 
repeal laws solemnly passed by the legislature, no 
one could doubt of his right to enact them ; and 
that all thosje checks and balances, deviled with 
so much care, for the security of liberty and pro- 
pei ty, were so many idle distinctions, which might 
sound well to the ear, but were utterly impotent 
when opposed by prerogative f 

This was, perhaps, the nicest distinction that 
had been taken during the existence of the colo- 
nial government. It might have been answered, 
that the king had a double negative upon all laws, / 
one by his deputy, the other by himself in coun- 
cil ; that though the assembly's repeal of the acts 
in question had received the assent of the gover- 
nor, and were to all intents and purposes laws un- 



• Ancient records^ 

t Ancient records. MS. penes me. 
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til the king's pleasure was dedared» they vwaitedr 

yet a farther property to render their validity abso*» 

t6S6. lute and certain. . . .the royal assent ; that until thi^^ 

final ratification, the laws repealed by the assem*- 
bly, although their opera^tion was suspended, re- 
vived of course fi-om the moment the king had^ 
^refused his assent to their repeal, 

Wb are not told whether the governor used anjT 
ailments in support of his prerogative. Should^ 
we jiidgc by analogy, drawn from his own cha- 
racter, or the general conduct of the governors of 
Virginia, a disdainful silence or obstinate nega- 
tive were the only arguments^ which he would' 
condescend to use on this occasion. But although.' 
neither his insolence nor his capacity would per- 
mit him to reason, his chagrin, his fears were ma- 
nifested in a way more consistent with his office* 
Dec. IS. pe suddenly ?ippeared in the chamber of the house 
^^^1^*^!*^^ of burgesses, and prorogued their meeting to the^ 
JwS a'lid 20th of October, 168^.^ The burgesses 1^ fore- 
prorogues seen this event, and had taken care to ptieservc 
them. on their journals,! fpr the advancement of liberty j^ 
and as an exaniple to future assemblies, the noble 
ardor and spirit of their opposition. 

It is difficult to conceive why he should havts* 
prorogued instead of dissolving this body, which 
was the usual remedy for refractory assemblies. 
There is only one conjecture which can satisfi^c- 
torily icbount for this proccedure. The general- 
disaffection left no hope of a better choice of cha- 
racters by a new election, and he was not without 
hope, that, by a judicious management he might 
disarm opposition, and set aside dieir declared re. 
solution of appealing to the king, and sending aa 
agent to silJ)port their accusations against liim. 



9 Aacieat recoid»k t Ibidenu 
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Avt^bUGU hchad little to apprehend frotti anjr 6HAP. 
charge of tyranay before a tribunal like that of ^j^^^i^. 
4ames, he w?is not equally indiflferenttothe means ^^s ' 
K>f gratifying hii resentment against the colony, Rescfttitient 
?md he lost no time in forwarding an account of thebroce^d 
the proceedings of the assembly, aggravated by ings of as« 
^very circumstance likely to work on the pride sembly. 
and jealousy of that weak and biggotted tyrant. 
Xhis representation produced an order from Jamesi, Aue:u«t If 
_Which) for its singularity, is given in his own ^^^^ 
?wrordSi He states, that " Whereas, he had beea 
informed pf the irregular and tumultuous pro- 
ceedings of the house of burgesses, in the latp 
iruitiny of the ^sembly, the members thereof hav- 
ifig qot only spent their time in frivolous and un- 
Jnccess^ debates, but likewise presumed to raise 
disputes touching the negative vote wherewith the 
governor is entrusted, which he could not attri- 
bute to any other cause than their disaffected an4 
iinquiet di^ositions, and their sinister intentions 
io protract thfj time erf their fitting, to the great 
<^a{>pressi<mof his subjects, from whom they receive 
•wages : as a mark of his displeasure, he com- 
imands the governor to dissolve the present assem^ 
bly^ to the ehd the inhabitants of that colony may, at 
«uch time as he should think lit, have opportunity of 
electing such other members as may have a more 
careful regard to our service and the goo4 of the 
llplony. And whereas, Robert Beverley^ cTerk of birectstli^A 
the house of burgesses, appears to have chiefly Bevericjr 
ificc^ioned and promoted those disputes and con- should b» 
tests, his majesty^s will and pleasure is, that lie prosecuted, 
bf declared incapable of any office or public em- 
ployment within that colony, and that he be pro-. 
jjecuted according to the utmost severity of the 
lawj for altering the records of the assembly, if 
he, the governor, should see cause* And his 
^najesty charges and requires the governor, or 
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CHAP. fcofnmaTidcr in chief for the time being, upon tht 

\ convening assemblies, to find a fit person to ex- 

1685. tcute the office of clerk ot the house of burgesses, 

and not to permit any other person i^hatever i6 

execute that offi :c, and requiring the assembly to 

make him the usual allowance." 

Such x\6re the extraordinary means thought 
necessary by a king of KngFahd, with advice of 
his council, to keep under the noble ardour 6f 
freedom in Virginia, at the moment when Mas* 
sachusetts and the New Kngland colonics, depriv- 
ed of their charters, and disseized of the va- 
luable inheritance of their ancestors, ^ere con- 
isigt^ed to the condition of slaves under a royal 
commission, vested with powers merely executive. 
It should be considered too, that the charters of 
the New. Kngland states were the freest upon 
earth; whilst that of Virginia, under wh.ch sh6 
made this glorious stand, w^as little more than a 
mere executive commission, without anymentioA 
vhatever of a legislature, and that too so immedi- 
ately after the rebellion of Bacon, when she had t6 
struggle against those high handed measures; 
\vhich invariably mark the conduct of the victori- 
ous party towards their opponents. 

Indeed nothing appears more wonderful thail 
the unanimity, which prevailed at this tinle iit 
Virginia, so soon after a civil war, conducted 
with so much bitterness and animosity. The 
short lived distinctions of loyalist and rebel, to- 
gether with all the in itations and inj uries to which 
they had given birth, were forgotten ; and both 
parties, with a moderation and good sense, which 
can scarcely be too highly appreciated, directed 
their joint efforts to an assertion of their rights 
against the alarming encroachmentb of the British 
government. 
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, Of this feet there remains sufficient evidence CHAP, 
in the conduct of Beverley and Ludweli. These ^^' . 
men were the most violent advocates for the pri- 1686. 
•Vilcges of the executive, during the rebellion. 
They ^ere now die mdst ardent supporters of the 
Jjrivileges of assemblies and the rights of the 
people* 

Meanwhile^ the Virginians^ justly alarmed 
at the arbitrary measures ot the governor, and con- 
cluding, from the known principles of the king, 
and his late instruction respecting the freedom of 
assemblies, that therie was a fixed dt sign against 
their religious and civil liberties, no longer pre- 
tended to conceal their disgust and uneasiness. 
Amongst a people, who alwa}'s valued themselves 
for their courage and their devotion to liberty^ 
those feelings would naturally manifest themselves 
in strong expressions of indignation ; and as the 
ruling power was little dispose d to admit any st i - 
lures on its proceedings, measures were taken ex- 
actly similar to those adopted in Britain to rqpress 
and punish the rnalecontents. 

Edmund Bowman was ordered to appear be- Several per 
fore the council, for treasonable words used'against s«ns indict- 
the king,andthe justices of Accomack were com- ^.^ lo^s^i* 
manded to tjake his bond, with security, for his. treasonable 
appearance. James Collins^ for treasonable ex expressions 
pessions against the king, was thrown into prison^ 
and loaded with irons. The council, too^ appear 
to have adopted the haughtiness and insolence of 
the governor. James Howard was committed lor 
slighting colonel Lear's authority, and the attorney 
general was directed to proceed against him* 
Christopher Berryman, disobeying president Ba- 
cgn's warrant, was ordered to beg pardon on his 
Jknees, 

Oo 
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^^y^siggi <fife^l somttiflie thib year; but die maKgnky of hW 
1686. "^ : enemies and thoisc of tfie eonstitJ»tk)ft, pifirsucd 
Death of him beyond life and the grave, Aldi0«gh notbiftg 
BeflecUons ^^ raentiontd explicitly 'm the records^ ot the tim© 
onUmcvent JM«J circumstaoGes of his deaths, there are strong- 
i^easons to beiieve, that his former imprisofM»enti 
and perseeution, added to the new dangers he was 
compelled to encounter, by the late ir^s^uetions of 
the king, had uqdermined his health and hastened 
his dissolution : so that he may jusdy be const* 
dered a Aiartyr to the constitution. Could this^ 
have been the Kobert Beve» ley, who, during the^^ 
late rebellion, was so violent a partizan of tyranny ? 
who hunted treason with so nwich violence apd- 
malignity ? who was so distinguished for bis cou^ 
rage, activity^ rapacity, and sanguinary spirit ? If soy 
few changes of character were ever more radical 
and sincere ; and he lived to make* full aione«- 
ment for his former excesses, by his unshaken- 
fidelity in his Idte trial, and his noble ardor and 
constancy in opposing the encroachments on the^ 
liberties of his country. Virginia has^ been unjust 
tothi&man, in not preserving any authentic eir* 
cumstances of his biith, manners^ education and 
character; wherewith the historian might raise a- 
monument to his fame; and, by a sort erf judg* 
ment', her own reputation suffers equa% by the 
tteglect of those, pious offices, which would ha've 
served ta illumine one of the darkest pages of her 
histoiy. I regret that I cannot- render him that 
justice ta which his merits so fully entiile himi 
but his suffering, his principles, and courage-, have^ 
I hope, raised for him an interest and respect la 
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the breast of the reader, which, unconnected tmd ^¥j^F^ 
unsatisfactory as are the incidents of his life, and y? 
ieeble the capacity of the historian, will stand him Wst. 
instead of a more exact biography. 

The insolence of the council was equalWd only April 4, 
by their mean and servile adulation to the king. i^^^. ^ 
I'l^y , in one of their addresses, thank him for Ws J^^ 
gracious indulgence* of liberty of conscience: a 
principle indeed^ just and noble in itself; but whicl^ 
they were well aware was intended merely as a 
prelude to the establishment of popery. With a, 
meanness still more disgusting^ they intreat his 
majesty to acc^t the lives and fortunes of his sub- 
jects an VirjEfinia, for the inestimable honor of a 
glorious seaUt In such lofty terms do they speak 
of a bauble bestowed in the childish prurience of 
royal vanity. 

Th]^ king was evidently preparing the vray in King's pro^ 
Virgima for the complete establishment of his fa- jt*ct of esta- 
vorite maj^imsii^ religion and politics; and the Wishing; po- 
tractable spirit of the council pointed them out as ^^ignlT ^ 
the fittest instruments on this occa.ion, They 
were ^11, 'tis true, of the church of England, and 
would doubtless be shocked by an undisguised 
avowal of such a pjoject; but they were the mere 
creatures of royalty, and qould scarcely be sup- 
posed hardy enough to oppose a power, which 
had triumphed over the liberties, of England. 

Philip Lijdwell, who liad lately ieipbarked 
with the country p^ty against the measures, of the 
court, was, about this time displaced by the king:, 
and Isaac AUerton, a papist, was appointed in his 
room X The proclamation in favor of liberty of 
conscience h^ some time bdbre been publish- 
ed ; and, by a sort of royal casuistry, Allerton's 
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CHAP, religious scniples were not offended by the tendei^ 
^ '• of the oaths of offif^e, which were dispensed with 



J 687. ill his favor. John Cus is, another member of that 

body, M^as for some other pretext, displaced ; and 
John Armstead, another papist, was appointed * 
Ne^ro plot A plan of insurrection of the blacks was at 
in Northcrp this time discovered in the Northern Neck, just in 
^ time to prevent its explosion. The governor on 

this occasion commanded, that the laws agaiiist 
the meeting of negroes should be strictly enforced. 
There are no' data by which v/e might estimate, 
with any accuracy, the popialation of this race in 
Virginia. But as there was a stock so early as 
1620, and a continual trade was driven by the 
planters with the Royal African Company, ^r 
cargoes of likely young negroes of both sexes, 
we should conclude the number was considerable. 
The laws enacted, by betraying the fears of the 
colonists, are conclusive evidence of this fact. 
When we consider the proportion between the 
numbers of the whites aind blacks at this day, 
when Virginia has been long debarred the liberty 
of importing, imder seve c penaltie?^, perhaps we 
sh .11 find reason to believe their numbers feh liide 
short of one half. 
GoTernor'« The governor, now secure in the co-operation 
innovation of the council, and frecifrom the immediate cen- 
inthe mode SOI ship of the assemblies, began to make more 
^^?^"™*!"'** important innovations, not onl) in executive du- 
tke?^ ^^^' ^*^^' btit also in the administration of justice. All 
probates and adminisira!ions on wills were direct- 
ed to be drawn verbatim in the same form, and 
tht y were declared to be invalid unless impressed 
with the seal b) the governor. A regulation, which 
affected so nearlj the tides of estates, excited 9, 
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gtrong sensation through the colony. For the use of CHAP. 



VI 



i^ 



this seal the enormous tee of two hundred pounds 

of tobacco and cask was exacted by the governor, 1687. 

A MORE extraordmarj', although a less mis- October 26. 
chievous regulation, was the establishment of a 
new court ot chancery. The plan of this iudica^ 
ture, with some of the reasons for its in^^tjlution, 
are found in the joumi.h of council. It is stated, 
*' that for the reducing of cases depending in 
chancery, to a more mcthrdical manner than at 
present, he had thought for the future to assign, 
order, and appoint the seventh and tenth days of 
each general court to sit, hear and determine 
causes depending in chancery ; and that his ex- 
celkncv, and so many of the council to his as^>ist. 
ance as the weight of mai:ers depending might 
require, h'4d ordered, that all chancery bills might 
be filed four days before, and answers two days, 
that there might be no rooni for unnecessary de- 
lays of business." Beverley, speaking of this in- 
novation, says, that he erected himself into a lord 
chancellor, taking the gentlemen of th6 council to 
sit with him as mere associates and advisers, not 
having any vote in the causes before them. And 
that it might have more the air of a new court, he 
would not so much as sit in the state- house, where 
all the other public business was dispatched, but 
took the dining room of a large house for that use. 
But this foppery might be forgiven, 4Dut for the 
spirit of avarice and extortion in which it appears 
to have been founded. The same author says, that 
he likewise made arbitrary tables of fees, peculiar 
to his liigh court. 

During this year a message was received from Njv. lo. 
colonel Thomas Dungan, governor of New- York, Msssaire 
signilying king James's mstructions to him to ^^^^ colo- 
build forts for the defence of that state ; and his i^elDungaa 
iJesire, that Virginia diould contribute towards 
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an object, which it was pretended, was eqDally 

for the protection and security of all the English 

1687. plsaitations. The message of Dungan farther stated 

that from the recent establishment of Pennsylva- 
nia, and Kast and West Jersey, little was to be 
expected from their contingent. That Maryland, 
Massachusetts, and Connecti:;ut had agi:^ed to 
furnish six hundred men, and that they expended 
the last year ten thousand pounds* This may b^ 
regarded as the first attempt to establish a conr 
cert amongst the English colonies in America. 

But this projectf of James had its rise not in anjr 
enlarged views of patriotism or policy. He wished 
pierely to strengthen New^ York, of which he was 
at oi^ce sovereign and proprietor, at the cxpence 
of the other colonics; and. he entertained litde 
doubt that his influence, as king of England, would 
direct their joint efforts to this favorite object. But 
Virginia was not in a disposition to make any new 
sacrifices to complaisa^nce ; and without permit- 
ting themselves to be affected by the message of 
JJungan, the king's instructions, or the pretended 
importance or urgency of the occasion, they ob- 
stinately refivsed to contribute a shilling for tl^ 

purpose.f 
Writs issu- LoRD tfoward iss^d writs summoning.»i^as* 
ed for call- sembly, tp m^et on the. I9th of April, loftS, and 
*"^nbl" ^^" commanded the sheriffs to elect two burgesses ia 

pwtry county. This assembly, prorogued by rea- 
168&. son of his lordship's indisposition, convened oa 

April 24. the 24th. II But before they could proceed to bu- 
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t The province of New-York was the property of Jatll^s 
whiht he was duke of York. 

t Ancieat records.— Beverley. || Ancient records. 
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Bi^Fi^tssa dark was to he appointed m the place of 

Beverley ; and as the king^s instruction relative 

to the mode of appointing this officer, was in di- 1688. 
reet opposition at once to ancient usage, and the 
feetmgs of the-legislature, there would naturally 
arise considerable difficulty in adjusting this pre- 
Bminary, 

It would be 'expected, that the principal ques- 
tion^ which for several years had divided the dif- 
ferent branches of government, now that it was 
iairly at issuev would draw out all the zeal and 
talents of the parties. The records preserve only 
a brief and unsatisfactory account of this event. 
On tf^ second day of the session Francis Page April 25. 
was appointed clerk. ^ This is all we know of a F. Pageap- 
transaction, whose discussion for several years was '^P'"/^ 
attended with such violent agitation, and which 
was justly supposed to involve some of the most 
valuable privileges of the legislature. 

There remain some circumstances, which 
throw a faint gleam on the darkness of this event. 
Page, if he was indeed appointed by the council, 
which is probable ; and if he was suffi^red to offi- 
ciate by the hoiise of burgesses, which is wholly 
uncertain ; did not hold hib place longer than this 
session : f when Peter Beverley, the relative, pos- 
sibly the son, of their late intrepid defender, was 
regularly appointed to this office. And as the elec- 
tion of Beverley took place at a time when the 
most complete and cordial unanimity subsisted 
between the executive and the representatives, it is 
highly probable, that he was eiher elected by the 
legislature, or appointed at their special insta ice. J 

Some laint rays may be let in on this subject 
from other points. It is known with certainty, 
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CHAP; that this assembly, although convened at the e^ 
^s==sss pre^s directions of the king, was even more uni 
1^88. . tTdctable and obstinate than the preceding, one ; 
DeteriTMn- ^^d there remains on record an opinion of the 
tion ^cJTas' council, by way of advice to the governori in favoi* 
sembly. ^f an immediate dissolution of tliis body as a pii- 
May 12 nishment for their turbulent and refractory spirit.* 
Is diswived It is not improbable, that their opposition was in- 
at sptcal fl^ined by the attempt to foist on them a clerk con- 
touadl. ^ ^^'^^' ^^ ^^^^^ wishes. But these conjectures^ 
though certainly plausible, are iar wide of that 
clearm ss so desirable in history. 

It is highly probable, that the progress of the 
Prince ol Oiargt was not wholly unknown at this 
time in Virginia. The resistance of the legislature 
had certainly become more seriotis and decided ; 
and there arose a hope, grounded probably on the 
report of the siiccessful issue of this event, that 
the oppressions under which the countr}'^ labored 
would find speedy and effectual redress. Nothing 
less than such expectations could have retained 
the people in any subordination ; so irritated were 
^hey with the administration of Howard. A more 
important measure of this assembly was a spirited 
remonstrance against the oppressions of lord How- 
ard, and the appointment of colonel Philip Lud« 
well .as their agent to present it to the king.f 
Partial in- 1n addition to their well-grounded subjects of 
wneciioDs* uneasiness, my serious hints and dark surmises' 
w ere thrown out^ of some new and dreadful dan- 
ger. Now, the papists and Ii dians were in a plot, 
to cut the throats of the protestants.J hi some 
places it was reported, that the plot hiid taken 
place, and the people ran to arms, to defend them- 
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«Oi»ily of Slatllbrd was enftamed Uy the Wd ai^ J^ „ 

enthusiastic haxia^iws o| iotm Waugl^, their reffS, 
preach^ ; and s^we comiwtions had t^ken placC) 
•which augared the inosi aifl^ming coinsequeffces.f 
The upper part Qf Kappsth^nnock was actually in 
wmis *ri ariid, considering the general discontent^ 
tihese M?ere justfy cons^ered as only forerunners of 
HI great and geheiral revolution. 

In these cttfiiculties the president and council Moderation 
ttought proper to act with reserve ; and although of council. 
h becamie absolu^tely necessary to take some no- 
tice o£ the riots, which were ei^efy day^ td^ing 
J>lace,. their proceedings were strictly according 
to hm>, and nothing dt that insolence or severity^ 
which before marked th^ir demeanor were visiWe 
In the operations of government. The opprcs*. 
«ive fees and other ilkg^ exactions of How- 
ard^ wfhioh had so largely ccHa^tribuijed to the pre* 
sent disco^rtents, were remitted. || 

CoLONBL Jk)hn Scarborough had told lord 
Hawardv *' that his majesity^ king James, would 
ijKiear out tiie church of England. For that, whea 
Ihare was any vacant offices^ he supplied them 
with men of a diflferent persuasion. *' For this of^ 
fence, at the information of lord Howard, he was 
proseeuted ; and was now> after a short exami« 
nation, merely t© save appearances, discharged by 
Ae eouncil.lf Three counsellors were dispatched 
to quell the diatuubances in Stafford, and a com- 
mittee of thnee of the council was appointed to 
watch, aver die public safety, and to act in those 
emei^encies^ where a quorum could not be had. |[i|' 

* Aficiept recpids. t /^«ffew- t Ibidem. \\ Ibidem. 
T Ancient records. |(|| Ibidem. 
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Nothing short of this moderation, aiid their hopeft 
of an immediate redress of all tlieir grievances, 
could have prevented a civil war^ 

But the main difficulty yet remained, and this 
Ivas in itself of a nature so delicate, as to require 
the utmost Caution and deliberation. Several 
months had elapsed since William had been seat- 
ed on the throne, and he had not as yet been pro- 
claimed in Virginia; a neglect, which, in the 
present ferment of men's minds, would be sup- 
posed to fall litde short of a direct support of the 
late king. A suspicion of this nature had already 
been instrumental in fomenting the late, commo- 
tions, and it required the utmost address and dis- 
cretion to secure them, even for a shoct time, from 
the consequences of suspicions, which would be 
daily accumulating. But the council had pledged 
their lives and fortunes and those of the colon]^ to 
James ; they had thanked him for his indulgence 
of liberty qf conscience ; they had co-operated 
with Howard in extending the arbitrary princi- 
ples of his government, and in depressing the au- 
thority of the assembly within the colony ; they 
had submitted to an association with papists, and 
dispensed in their favor with the usual tests pre- 
scril:)ed by law ; and after these so ni-^ny public 
professions and indications of their loyalty and 
attachment, all at once to veer about, wh^n their 
change could not by any logic be ascribed to the 
zeal of principle or the influence of conviction, 
was indeed attended with no small embarrassment* 
It was not improbable, too, from the opinions 
entertained in England of the sacred nature of 
kingly government, that the present proceedings 
would be set aside, as informal and unconstitu- 
tional ; and that, as the present ferment was per- 
mitted to cool, the sovereign power would return 
into its ancient channels. They could not, they 
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thought, use too much caution under these cir- CHAP, 
cumstances. The event of the former revolution ^^' 
in England, and the restoration of Charles II, con- loss, 
firmed them in their caution; and it was not until 
they had exhausted every pretext for delay, and 
they had received repeated commands to this ef- 
fect from the privj- council, that they at length 1539. 
jigreed to appoint a day for proclaiming William May 23. 
and Mary. 

But, whatever uneasiness and embarrassment Joy of the 
this procedure might have caused the council, it people* 
was received by the people at large with every 
demonstration of unfeigned joy and exultation; 
and the public indignation, which thre;atened every 
moment some great and violent cqnvulsion, im- 
mediately subsided into the calm of content, or 
the temperate warmth of rational hope^ 

About this time the president and council were Presidency 
-officially instructed by the duke of Shrewsbury,* ^ Bacon, 
to put thQ colony \n the best posture of defence, ordef from 
the nation being on the eve of a war with France, duke of 
This was the famous war undertaken by a coali- Shrewsbury 
tion of powers principally protestant, for the pro- ^^ P"^ }^^ 
tection of their civil aiid religious liberties against ^^^L^ * 
the enormous power and ambition of the Bour* of defence^ 
bons, directed, by the genius of Lewis XiV. It 
was declared in form ^ short time after ; and as 
England was considered as the head of the co^^ 
Ution, the efforts of the enemy would probably be 
directed to the destruction of her distant posses- 
sions^ Some intimations had even been received 
of a projected attack on New- York ; and it was 
considered of the utmost importance to direct the 
joint efforts of the British colonies to the protec- 
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tten dtitit denft^l sWte, tvMcft was thetnte^cte*. 
^^^^^^ erf c6ttiYniin1caikm betwten the Worth and 6outii« 
1689. The cotiiplaint df the legislature, enisled to 

Kemon- LudWett, 5at feiigth came t6 ^ hearing beldfe tfie 
strancc a- ^}^y ^xmnci*. 'lliie ^Jtetittdn was divide intottvo 
S^^hcST' P^^- ^^ tontainii^ a getleral eh&rge of m^- 
bcfbrcpmy ^ministratibn againslt t5<^ward ; the other, pray- 
council. ii^, that certain prodamat4of>i>, in thetosetveft 
illegal, and which were plain invasions- of the 
rights trf tlte legisbt^ile and colo/ny, ^oald be 
dectodd void. Thfe subject of the petition w^ 
$iipposfed to involve a question 6f ^rerogati'Vfe, ^md 
it had ever been the custom, in sSi doubcftri <^fite% 
to wre^t the Sense *Ad mfeatiing tc^ the r^yaiintJb. 
Their deci- ^St. In the present instartce, a more liberal, or A 
$100. rftore pnlrdent, diiiposition appears to have actu- 

ated the govefmment. On all the fkiints of their com- 
jplaint tSe privy council decided in favor df the 
fegi^latufc. 'But the cJoi^cefesidns hfet mtich 6f'th«ii- 
' vdue by a preamble,* which denied the 'prnciple. 



• 1 St. At the cQttrt <\t Hanvptop court, the 9th of Septem^ 
ber* I6B9, the kii>g mak(;s an orcler in liouncii to this cifcct 

Upon feadinp: a report of the right honorable lords of the 
'Committee for Trade and 'l^'orcign t*lantalions, tiiat in obe- 
dience t6 his tnajesty's comttiandfe, of the l«itj of March^ 
they had consideixrd the ^petition of Ph|lip Xmdwell, ^ith tlus 
address of the house of burgesses in Virginia, to the lale 
king James II, touching several matters, which with their 
opinion ate as follo'ws 2 

" Whereas, a f>rOc!amation bird been issued in Virginia, by 
^he lord Howard, governor in chief, tn pursuance df inrsiruc- 
tions from his lale inajesty, king C>haHes li, declaring an 
act, passed in Virginia, I^ovember, 1682, tor repealing the 
sixth act of assembly, made in June, 16S0. The house of 
burgesses conceive t-he isaicl proclamation unwarrantable ^nd 
of ill consequence, and therefore pray the same be made 
void Their lordships consulted the attorney and solicitor 
general, who reiored their opinion, tnat the act of 1680, 
by the kinj^'s disatlowi gthe act of repeal, was revived, yet, 
inasmuch as the said act oi assembly is represented as iucon<p 
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c^onth)ded for by Virginia in die question of pre 

K)gative; Alls appearing^ to conbider their de 

cision inore a matter of igraoe dian of right ^^89 
With the reserve peculiar to courts, no notice 
w^ takien of ibe {lersonal charges against lord 



venknt «fld 4)re5Udicial to that colony, they liiimbly offer 
their opmion that the ^ttme be repealed. 

2dly. Whereas, they complain that a fee of SJQO lbs. of 
tobacco and cask, lately received by the lord Howard for the 
^se of the se^l, they find that fee, upon complaint thereof, 
Wfte'not d}sallowe<) or thought unreasonable by the council 
of Virginiia. Yet) inasmuch as the same had not been esta- 
blished by the said council, al^ by the lord Howard's conn* 
mission is requisite; and the same being also represented 
as burdensome and uneasy to the colony, they offer their 
Opinion, that it be discontinued, as also the fee of 30 lbs. of 
tdbacco'€eraandied by the secretary of that colony for record- 
ing ^urvejTs of hmds. But as to the fee of five pounds ster- 
ling, received iiy every escheator for every ofBce found, 
whereof complaint is also made, they are of opinbn, that 
the isattie is legal, and fit to be continued, as being an ancient 
and customary fee, and paid only by such as receive a con* 
aiderafale benefit thereby. 

Lastly, as to the complaint made, that the fines and for- 
feitures in Virginia are not applied to such purposes, as by 
the said representation is particularly set forth and desired, 
<hey represent that the said fine" and forfeiturtis having, by 
letters patent being granted, by king Charles II, to the lord 
Ctrfpcpper, and others, were re-piirchased by thv laie king 
for divei^ coiUiderable sums of money, actually paid to the 
said4ord Culpep|>er, and a further pension of six hundred 
pounds per annum, payable for twenty one years, and now 
charged upon the establishment of his majesty's army, so 
f hat the Said fines and forfeitures arc become wlioUy at the 
disposal of the cr wn, as they were before the purchase of 
the property of the said patentees. Yet, upon examination 
they find, that since the said purchase no part of the said 
revenue has been employed or disposed of otherwise than 
for the' better of the government of Virginia, to which use 
thtryare of opinion it may be applied in such manner as hrs 
majesty should direct from time to time, and not otherwise; 
♦he same being not in any manner appropriated to any par- 
ticular use or purpose.— .Whichax'port his majesty approved^ 
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CHAP. Howard ; and if any enquiry yras intended, it 
^^' would be conducted with the deliberation due to 
168&. . the importancd of the charges and the quality of 
his lordship. 

Lord Howard still pleading^ ill health as his 
reason for not returning to his government, and 
the council having delayed to enquire into the 
charges exhibited against him, there was not 
ground sufficient, if there existed any disposition, 
to cancel his commission. But Virginia was 
without a chief magistrate, and it was f^fudent, 
on the eve of a war, whose flames would most 
probably extend to both hemispheres, that the 
government should be administered by some per- 
son of weight and experience. 
Nov, u. Sir Francis Nicholson was appointed lieute- 
S5r Fruncls nant governor, and on the Sd of June, in the fol- 
Nicholson lowing year, he took the oaths of office, and entered 
licurglver. o^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^*' ^^^ government. The day after 
nor. his installation, the commission of Commissary 

£lair^ from the bishop of London, was laid before 
the council. The duties of commissary were some- 
^vhat analagous to those of pope's legate. He re- 
presented in the colonies the right reverend father 
of the English church. He made visitations through 
the dioceses, enquiring into and correcting the 
discipline of the churches, and acting in all cases 
with that supreme ecclesiastical authority exer- 
cised by his superior himself. I find that a Mr. 
Temple had formerly exercised those functions^ 
M^ithin the colony ; but it is not expressed, that 
he was vested with the high commission of the 
present commissary, and I am not able td disco- 
ver either the date of his arrival or departure. 
State of CO- On his arrival he found the whole colony dis- 
lony at his affected, and ready to break out at flie slightest 
arrival. irritation into open revolt. Nothing had hitherto 
preserved even the appearance of tranquility but 
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<he revolution in England, and the hope of redress CHAP, 
tfrom a king elected by the nation on principles of ^ ^' 
liberty. The decision of the council in their favor, i689. 
on the grounds of complaint entrusted to Ludwell, 
had served to keep alive their expectations ; and 
the great prudence of the president and council, 
in dispensing with the arbitrary fees, and cau- 
tiously avoiding every ground of irritation, had 
somewhat appeased tlie fury of their resentment. 
But the colony had the justest grounds of indig- 
nation against Howard, and they had hoped, that 
the remonstrance of their legislature would have 
procured them a release from the government of 
^ man become so odious to them by his insolence 
and tyranny. Yet this man was permitted to retain 
his commission ; and sir F. Nicholson, although 
apparently the reverse of his lordship, was but his 
deputy, and would doubtless become his tool for 
enforcing his arbitrary principles, and would, on 
^11 occasions, speak and act only as his lordship 
should dictate. Such were the apprehensions d( 
the Virginians at the time of his arrival. 

The administration of Nicholson commenced 
with a considerable show of activity, and with 
much real moderation and liberality,* The pl«n 
of a post-office was proposed, and the project of a 
college, broached during the preceeding year, was 
progressing under his bounty and patronage. It 
was obvious, notwithstanding, that this object, 
however interesting to the country, could receive 
adequate encouragement only from the k gislature ; 
and it was proposed, by the projectors, that an 
assembly should be convened for this purpose. 
But it seems, that he was under a promisef to lord 
Howard, to call no assembly, ,unless compelled to 
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tke procedare by the iniDst UFg^t and palpable 
oecesjftity. His lordsbi{> jUstly ^pfvr^hended, tb^ 
those vigilant censors would e0^pk)y thexas^Wes 
in colkcting new matter of aci^u^^iea ag^nst 
him i and his conduct, whilst ia Virgio^s^ mm 
not of a nature, closely esan^ined <a a political or 
religious light, to acquire turn respect or counte- 
nance with the \vhigs, who now formed a nv»ipriqr 
both in the legislature and cabinet ef the n^i<j^ 

Being thus disappoin:ed in legislative ^^ % 
subscription by permission e{ th^ lie^t^n^nt go* 
vernor was opened^ headed by his qw^ aame and 
those of the council; and in a short time two thw- 
sand five hundred pounds were si^fescribq^ j in 
which sum is included the generous ben(evo^BC€ 
of several merchants in Londmi.* 

The new governor became immediately s^b* 
sible on his arrival, that the public ferm^eirf re- 
quired to be managed with a cautions and gentle 
hand, and that a plan of administration directly 
the opposite of his predecessoi', should be instastty 
adopted. With this View he tlKHight it ei^pedient 
to make a tourf through the several countie^i^tvith 
the ostensible view of inspecting the arin^, and 
observing the discipline of thp militia ; but in r^, 
ality, with a view to ascertain the staite of (pinion, 
and if possible to impress them wivH a fi^voFable 
opinion of his person and principles* 

In the prosecution of this plan his deporttn^t 
was happily calculated to soothe wd eoaciliate. 
He discoursed freely of country improveiaDeiHs ; 
he instituted public exercises, and distributoi 
prizes to all those who ejjcelled in riding, runnii^, 
shooting, wrestling, and cudgelling4 The people^ 
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fcir a long time accustomed to see in their govep- CHAR 
tH)r& only stem mid gloomy ty rants, were grateful ^' ^V 
for thc3C condescensions; wd their passions, I689F. 
which evrr) moment threatened the most dreads 
ful^coiivulsion, gradually subsided under the ijv 
fiuence ctf a mild and conciliatory government. 

l^v T, in the midst of the politeness and respect, 
which he ever) where experienced, all his obsei> 
Nations tended to show^ thai without an assembly^ 
bis efforts to resiore the public tranquility were 
paitkil and inadequate ; and he resolved to gratify 
Hht publij$; sientiment, in defiahce of the esipress 
prohibition of his superior^ 

For. the first tiif»e feinca the irebelHoni the i6Pi; 
d^rent branches of government convened wiA An asscm- 
Ibc most favorable opinion of each other ; delibe- ^^T- 
^ated without heat and even without opposition, 
and parted with mutual and cordial respect. The 
JMroject of a eoUcge was highly approved of, and 
recommendied to the patronage of their majesties; 
and thie commissary Blair was appointed as their 
i^nt to present the address on this head* 

In this assembly the governor gave his Assent its cordial 
to several acts ft>r encouraging the manujEEictures co-operaii- 
cf the country; and, as ^very improvement of °" ;^»^*^ ^'^^ 
Ais nature tended to make the colony less depend- S°^^*^^^' 
ent on the mother countrj , it was justly considered 
as proK^ of a wise and liberal policy, which cdiild 
not be too highly appreciated. He ako passed a law 
for thcestabliishmcnt of towns, and for the improve- 
tmentc^ trade. The law concerning towns, or, as it 
was called, of c^Dhabitation, had divided the opitii* 
tos^c^ the colony for near fifty years. It had been 
f^tenemieted into a law and as often been repealed, 
<Mving to the circumstances of the country. The 
succeeding legislature, by suspending its opera-^ 
^m% proved tlut the public sentiment w^ not yet 
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Aiade up on this subject. It is suggested, that thft 

main opposition to this project arose froifn the 

1691. English merchants, whose consigned trade it Was 

apprehended) would sufief by the erection of 
ports.* 
Assembly The assembly evinced tiieir esteem and value 
presents for the liberality of the governor by a present of 
300/. toga.. ^^^ hundred pounds, accompanied by an ad- 
<iress at the close of the session, ih which they in- 
treat him to receive it as a testimony of tfieir 
attachment) and the deep sense they entertain of 
his virtues and obliging demeanor. But the king's 
instructions, about this time, having strictly fcwr- 
bidden the several American governors to receive 
any donatives^ an address was sent to their ma- 
jesties, praying that he might have leave to accept 
it. This permission was obtained) and he pre«- 
sented one half to the college, t 
Libertl en- The assembly's address, respecting a college) 
dowmcnt of had a reception equally favorable ; and a charter 
University, y^^ drawn in exact conformity to die wishes of 
the agent, nu*. Blair. Some more solid tokens of 
royal bounty were added, towards founding anden- 
dowing the university : near two thousand pounds 
sterling, the balance then due •n account of quit- 
rents; twenty thousand acres ef choice land, to- 
gether with the revenue arising by the penny per 
pound on tobacco exported from Virginia and 
Maryland to the other plantations. 

So frail is the tenure of patriotism in the royal 
governors, riiat Nichdson, lately eulogized and 
rewarded, before the close of the next ses^on, be^. 
came an object of distrust. The act of cohabita* . 
tion to which he had given his assent, not being 
found. grateful to the king, he labored, with all the 
influence he possessed> both with the Ic^slature 

• Beverley. f ^^idem. 
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und with individuals, to procure its repeal. ^»^ A 
change so violent and sudden was thought to pro- ..^__ 
ceed from motives not entirely disinterested. . At r69i. 
an early period of theu- history^ the Virginians 
hoped to be able to bind their govemprs to their 
interest by gratitude. They seemed to have for- 
gotten, that the governor was the servant of the 
crown, and that his policy would be always direct- 
ed and controlled by the policy of the court. Fatal 
experience alone could convince ^em of the va- 
nity of such expectations. 

In February, 1692, sir Edmund Andross ^uc- 1692. 
ceededl as governor in chief, and sir F. Nicholson |f P*- ?^' 
tookhisseatiadiecouncil.t It inimediately became ^n^^o^^^ 
<^ question, vrhether the dissolution of the assem- gov«i:nor^ 
bly was not necessarily th(? effect of the arrival of 
a new governor. WTe are not told what were the 
argufaients used on this occasion. The assembly 
was, however, dissolved^ ^d writs were issued 
for a new election of burgcsses.J 

According to the usage of fcwrmer governors: 
several proclamations were issued immediately af- 
ter his installation. It may not b^ amiss to recite 
some of the subjects of these executive manifestoes, 
which hjere, as well as in England, we|;e now corv- 
fined within their proper limits. 

In one, the people are informed, that Peter. 
Hcyman was appointed deputy post master, and 
. they are commanded to be aiding and assisting to 
him in the execution of his office : by another, a 
solemn fast is enjoined to implore Qod's blessing 
on the consultations of the assembly : aniothcr 
enjoins a second fast to avert God's judgment, the 
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CH\1P. ^untry being sorely afflicted by the measles 5 t 

^g^^^^^^ foui th declares, that the said Heyman haih power 

1693. to set up ferrits over every rivt^, cteek, o** lake 

within the gdvemment, where there was no prcr 

yious graiit.* 

The neW governor broug^ht with him the col* 
lege charter; and the assembly, which sat shortly 
lifter his aril val, declared, that the subscriptions 
to the college wtre due, and immtdifttely deman- 
dable. The}- gave a duty on skins and furs for its 
more plentiful endow ment ; and the foundation of 
the college was laid.f ^ 

Th £ subscription money did not come in with 
Ht^ &amc rea iiness with whii;h it had been under*, 
written. '^However/* says Beverley, *' there was 
enougl^ given by their majesties, and gathered 
from the people, to ketp all handset work and 
f»rry on tl^ buildiiTg, the foundation whereof they 
then laid ; and th^ rest, upon suit, had judgment^ 
given against them.'* 

Sir tdmund Andross is Represented to have 
been actuated in his administration by a sound 
judgment and a liberal policy : to have beenexacti 
diligent, and mtthodical in the management of bu* 
sines s : of a conciliating deportment, and of great 
generosity. J 



•? Ancient reconb. f /^i<rf<»w.*— Beverley. 

f Sir Edmund Andross was a great encouragerof manu- 
faciures. In his time lulling mills were set up by act of as-, 
tembly. He also gave panicular marks of his favor coNvardt 
the propagating of cottOH, which since his lime has been 
much neglected He was likewise a ^reat lover of method, 
and dispatch in allsorts of business, wlrich made him frnd 
fault with the management of the secretary's office And, in- 
deed, with very good reason ; for, ti-om »hc time of 4)acon's 
rebellion, till then, there never was any office in the world 
more negligently kept. Sevei-ad patents ot iiUKi were -^Bter^ 
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flm Fttmois Nicfeolson ^m& removed in N^ CHAR» 
member from Maryland lo the -gofytmment of Vir- ^^' ■ 
§^nia ; and, to give the greater dij^ity and authe* ^ ^98. ^ 
rity to his ^government, he feore the commission ^^ Francis 
of oWef governor. Thisman, whocoul4,«be haugtity ^J,\^jf^^^y"r^ 
and affable ; prudent or prodigal; 4 patriot or ^^Jf S^ « * 
courtier, according to circumstances, had acted 
as the deputy of sir Edmund Andross in New- 
York , under that commission, which abrogated the 
charters of the New- England states; andadminis- His hostili- 
tered the government of New /York without the \y to Virgi* 
agency of assemblies. After the seizure of his nia. 
^principal, he had been driven out of his govern- 
ment, for his activity in enforcing measures deem* 



blank upon record; many original patents, records, and 
deeds of land, with other matters of g^reat consequence, were 
thrown loose about the office, and suflVrcd to be ftiriied, torn 
at^d eaten by the moths and other insects But upon thif 
gentleman's accession^ to the government, he immediately 
gave direction^ to reform all these irregularities ; he caused 
the loose and torq records of valine to be titmscrlbcd into 
new books; and ordered conveniences to be bu.lt within the 
office, f • r preserving the records from being lost and con- 
founded as before. N[e prescribed methods to keep the pa- 
pers dry and clfiAn. and to recluce them into such order as 
that any thing might be turned to immediately. But all these 
conveniences were burnt soon after they were finished^ in 
October, 1698, together with the office itself? and the whole 
atate-house But his diligence was so great in tJiait afifairy 
that though his stay aiterwa^rd in the country was very short, 
yet he caused all the records and papers, which had been 
saved from the lire, to be sorted again, and registered in 
order, and indeed in much better oidtr than ever they had 
been before. Iti this condition he lefl 'em, at his quitting the 
government. 

He made several offers to re-buiW the state house in th^ 
fame place ; and had his government continued but six 
months longer, 'tis probable he would have effected it after 
such a manner, as migl^t have been least burthensome to the 
t>eople, designing the greatest part at his own cost. 
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CHAP, cd by the people destnictive of their civil and relJ* 
j»gAL«-_ gious rights ; and, as has been seen, was almost 
J 698. immediately appointed the deputy of Howard in 

Virginia ; and from thence, after the arrival of sir 
Edmund /indross, possibly by some agreement 
with the proprietor, he was employed to adminis- 
ter the government of Maryland. 
Hisranity His. observations, during these various em- 
and ambiti- ployments, all tended to show the necessity of 
^* treating the people of all the plantations with cour- 

tesy and politeness : but the picture of a brave 
people, galled by the action of arbitrary govern- 
ment ; decent and orderly in their habits ; jealous 
of their privileges, and occai^ionally transported by 
indignation against their abuse or violation ; nei- 
ther their merits nor sufferings, nor the unreason- 
able and wicked agjj^ressions of their governors, 
could inspire him with a sense of justice or com- 
passion. He remained the base and pliant tool of 
oppression. But to do away the odium of his ex- 
pulsion from New- York, he found it prudent to 
mask his designs, by a shew of frankness and libe- 
rality ; to refute the charges of tyranny, by th? 
mildness of his rule in Virginia ; and thus, by 
laying up a stock of popularity, pave the way for 
the full completion of his projects. His character 
appears to have been formed on the model of a 
wild ambition and a puerile vanity. The repu- 
tation of a profound statesman and a consummate 
general ; of a mind intimately acquainted with the 
local concerns and dispositions of the colonies ; 
and a genius sufficiently bold and ,ardent to Qon- 
ceive and execute the most difficult enterprize : 
nothing less could satisfy the cravings of his inor- 
dinate vanity. 

There is reason to believe, that the project of 
a general government for all the colonies^ deyise^ 
by James, but rendered abortive by the revolution, 
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N^mS revived by him, as the best means of gratify-^ CHAP, 
ing his ambition, and securing the absolute au- .^ 

thority of the parent state. He hoped that, by his i^^^* 
exertions to bring about this event, added to his 
experience in American affairs, he shouFd be made 
choice of to fill the place of governor general; and 
to this point, from this moment, all his language 
^uid actions appeared to have a decided tendency. 

The circumstances of the colonies at this time 
presented a fair occasion for the success of his pro- 
ject. On the accession of William, the w^r^ which 
had been long averted by the diplomatic skill of 
Louis XIV and his ministers, was immediately 
pronounced necessary to the security of the religion 
and liberties of Europe ; and the nation and parli- 
ament having seconded the bold views of their so- 
vereign, it was entered into with a spirit propor^ 
•tioned to its importance. 

Fui. L Y sensible of the great power and sagacity 
of the foe with whom they had to contend, it has 
been seen, that accounts were early transmitted to 
Virginia, tobe preparedforherowndefcnceand the 
protection erf the other colonies. The pressure of 
a war with the most powerful prince, which had 
appeared in Europe since the fall of the Roman 
'empire, did not permit them to second those di- 
rections by a respectable body of troops : a cirw 
cumstance, which might have been decisive of the 
fate of the British colonies. 

Whatever opinion the British nation might FrAr.re sen- 
have entertained of the value of her colonies, it sibic of the 
appears, that the French monarch knew justly how ^^'"c o^ the 
to appreciate their importance. The count de Cal- |^"e'"hco- 
licrs,* governor of Montreal, duringhis residence 
in Canada, after a long experience, dcrivefi frpm 
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CHAFi obliemtions on the spot, had formed Ae bold 
ggg_^J[^j_ project of cutting m two the English colonies by 
ifi98* the capture of New- York. 

hev project fH E advantages that would result from the suo- 
tiienTin'two ^^* ^^ ^^^ project were obvious : By destraying 
by capture ^'* concert^ it wtmld leave the colonies to &U se^ 
of N. York, parately, an easy prey to an invader ; \i would 
immediately establish the wfety and tranquility oi 
Canada, by enabling the French to subdue or ex- 
terminate the Five Nations^ who had lately, l^ a 
furious irruption, bid waste the country,. evcB to 
the gates of Montreal and Quebec.^ 

De Cailiers left Canada immediately aftei* 
the failure oi the expedition from New- England, 
"iinder the command of sir W. Phipps; arid, as the 
danger of the province was regarded as in»minent, 
and its escape providential^ the project of CsWier^ 
was immediately adopted, 
i'lan of Cal- A POWER FiTt fleet, having on board troops znS. 
Iicr.i.-1692. military steals, saiUd from Kochfort wid arrived 
at Chebucta early in September.f Here the fiad 
of the catnpa^ began to disclose itedf* Coiant 
Frontigniac issued orders to Caffixiier, the admiral, 
to sail to New. York, and to coatinue in <he bay 
until the first of December, whcn^ if no farther 
orders were received, he was to proceed to Port 
Bo) al, where he was directed to land his ammu- 
nition, stores, and provision, wd return ttfTraace* 
The general himself was immediately to repair to 
Quebec, from whence he would march, w ith the 
whole force of Canada, by theft oute of Sorel rivef 
and lake Champlain.j 
fepeditioft This plan, which appears to have beea laid 
of Frontig. ^j^}^ judgment, was defeated by the operation of 
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Circumstances, which could not have been fore- CiHAP. 
seen. On the arrival of the count at Quebec, he ^^* 
found the whole country in the greatest constcr 16»8 
natipn, on account of the destructive inroads of r>efeatedby 
the Five Nations, who carried fire and desolation *^^5*^p?^* 
even to the gates of Montreal and Quebec, and Nations 
spread like an inundation over the open country. 
Employed in measures of self-defence, the mag. 
nificent project of Callier was necessarily aban- 
doned {or, the present; and New- York, without 
any exertions of her own, saved from the most 
iminent danger,* 

But the plan df Callier would certainly be re- 
vived ; and it became necessary to provide effi- 
cient means for the future security of the central 
province. The British government was daily be- 
coming sensible of the great value of her Ameri- 
can colonies, and the dangers to which they were 
-exposed from Canada. These fears will appear 
groundless to those, who will judge by the relative 
strength of the French and English province*; 
those of the former amounting to little more than 
fifty thousand, while the latter exceeded a million 
of white inhabitants. Such was the prodigious in- 
crease since the year 1606, when a few wretched 
adventurers landed at James- Town. But the union 
of civil and military authority in the persons of the 
French governors, added to the judicious policy 
of appointing none to this station but officers of 
approved merit, considerably lessened the dispro- 
portion. Their extensive influence over the nu- 
merous tribes of Indians, with the exception Of 
the Five Nations, who lie on the back of the colo- 
nies, from the north of New-Englsmd to the waters 
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CHAl?. of the Mississippi and the Ohio, tended s^HI ferthct 
^^^siaB ^^ ^uali^c the strength of the parties. 
1698. Urged by the state of circumstances in the ycat 

i>ianof ge- 16<J5, the government of England had set on foot 
toeral de- ^ pj^^ ^f general defence,^ by which the quotas 
TOscdbytbe ^f ^^^ colony was in the ratio of its population, 
English go- and the scale was forwarded to the different go* 
TtrameDU vemors, with directions tP recommend it to the 
assemblies for adoption. 

This plan did not take effect, because the colo-» 
nies, which were most exposed, were desirous of 
/ employing their force in a manner more agreeable 
to their own judgment and immediate interest 5 
tod those, which were more remote from the point 
of danger, were unwilling to participate in the 

expence.f 

Among St the rest, this plan was proposed to 
the legislature of Virginia by sir Francis Nichol- 
son, and every argument, which ingenuity could 
devise, urged for its adoption. It was even assert- 
ed, that a fort on the western frontier of New- York 
was essential to the security of Virginia ; and that 
it vras therefore incumbent on the legislature to 
Rejected by contribute to its erection and maintenance. But 
Virgtma. these arguments, although enforced by the advice 
and even commands of king William, could make 
no impression on the determined spirit of the 

assembly4 

The astonishment and mortification of Nichd* 
son were great at this decided and unqualified 
rejection : but the time was past, when a gover- 
nor cou'jd act in open defiance of the fi>rmsof law 
and the constituticn. The revolution in En^and 
had thrown a new light on the trature and tenure 
4of a limitol government. The expulsion of a mo- 
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juarch, on account erf the breach of his tru|t an<J. 

the abuse of his prerogative ; and the election of a 

stranger, had withdrawn the veil, which had been Itn. 
mysteriously spread over the original contract. 
Government was now almost universally regarded 
as a trust, not an inheritance ; and the discussion 
of principles, justly deemed so important, couldr 
scarcely fail to find its way into Virginia, where 
the people conceived themselves entitled to all the 
privileges of Englishmen, 

Disappointed in effecting liis projects by his 
own influence, he laid the proceeding before the 
king, and urged in the strongest terms the refrac- 
tory spirit of Virginia, and the propriety of oblig* 
ing her to see her true interests on this occasion.* 

The representation of Nicholson had so much 
the appearance of good sense and propriety, that 
king William recommended anew the considera- 
tion of the matter to the assembly, grounding it 
on that part of Nicholson's report, *' that New- 
York was the barrier of Virginia against the lui- 
dians ^d the Frencly of Canada; andass,uch, it 
was but justice she should defend it. '^ 

The assembly, after a serious and^ deliberate Motives for 
examination of the arguments insisted on, found it» refuwa* 
lio reason strong enough to induce a change iix 
their determination. But their respect for the ad- 
vice and opinion of a king, whose accession had 
been so auspicious to the rights and happiness of 
the colony, required, that they should explain thij 
grounds of their dissent. They therefore humbly 
remonstrated, " that neither the forts then in being, 
nor any other that might be built in the province 
,of New York, could in the least avail to die de- 
fence and security of Virginia ; for that either the 
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French, or the northerp Indians, might invade 
that colony, and not come within a hundred miles 
1689. of any such foit* / 

The anxiety of Nicholson to gain this point is 
ascribed, by an American historian, to a desire of 
securing to New- York the sole trade of the neigh- 
bouring Indians, in which Virginia formerly had 
Participated. But this motive should by no means 
e admitted. The objects of Nicholson were far 
more extensive ; and although his talents were 
certainly inadequate to their successful execution. 
Ills plan i§ by no means defective in boldness or 
judgment. * 
Resentment Th J? total failure of a project, on whose imme- 
pf Nichol- ^ate success he had rested with perfect assurance, 
*""' owing to the invincible obstinacy of the house of 

buegesses, excited in his mind an antipathy to the 
use of assemblies, and the whole frame of colo- 
nial government, which manifested itself in the 
most vipdictive and implacable form. In order td 
the full gratification of this passion, he represented 
the late dissentof the legislature from his majesty's 
advice, as proceeding from a spirit of rebellionr, 
and a propension to republican government; 
charges, which as they struck in with the fears 
and jealousies of the mother cbuntr)% were most 
likely to to render the colony an object of suspi- 
cion and distrust. 

His conduct, a short tinie after this event, 
proves clearly^ that his plan was more profound 
than Beverley has been willing to acknowledge. 
He is stated to havp publicly declared, that New 
"Vork should not warit the quota of Virginia, al- 
though he should pay it out of his own jpocket, 

^r^- 1 ' *^ ' 

f Beyerlef. 
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and immediately after he set out on a visit for that CH\P* 
province.* ^^' 



On his arrival he declaimed in all companies 169«. 
against the unseasonable parsimony and diso- 
bliging temper of Virginia; and, in order to im- 
press indelibly the opinion of his munificence and 
public spirit, he gave his own bills of exchange 
for the sum wanted. 

He calculated, thaf the report of his bounty 
would gain him applause at court and atnongst 
the colonies ; and it would have the immediate 
effect of reconciling the state of Mew York, whose 
indignation he had once experienced on account 
of his mal administration. 

The histoiian Beverley, however, who lived 
durihg these events, gives a very different face to 
the transaction. He asserts, *' that Nicholson took 
a defeasance from the gentlemen to whom the bills 
were given, specifying, that till her majesty should 
be graciously pleased to remit him the money out 
of the quit-rents of Virginia, those bills should 
never be made use of. 1 myself,** says this histo* 
rian, *' have heard him boast that he gave this 
money out of his own pockets, and only depended 
on the queen^s bounty to repay him : though the 
money is not paid to him to this day." 

Neither was he contented, added he, to spread 
abroad this untruth then ; but he also foisted it 
into a memorial of colonel Quarry to the council 
*of trade, in which are these words: *' As soon 
as governor Nicholson found the assembly of Vir- 
ginia would not see their own interest, nor comr 
ply with her majesty's orders, he went immediately 
to New-York, and out of his great zeal to the 
queen's service, and the security of her province. 



f Beverley. j 
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1698. 



Memorial 
of Quarry. 



lie gave his own bills for nine hundred po^ncbiii^ 
to answer the quota of Virginia, wholly depending 
on her majesty *s favor to reimburse him out oi 
the revenues in that province." 

This memorial contains some other particulars 
tbo curious to be omitted. They furnish addi- 
tional evidence, if indeed any more be thought 
necessary, that the character and temper of Vir- 
ginia have been grossly misrepresented : that in- 
stead o^ tame and unmanly submission to power,| 
howsoever exercised, sh©r has ever l>een conspi- 
cuous for her tenacity in support of her rights,^ 
and her ardent md animated resistance ^^a^nst 
oppression. 

In this memorial the people of Virginia are re- 
j»*esented ** to be both numerous and rich, of 
republican notions and principles, such as ought 
to be corrected and lowered in time ; and that 
then or never was the time to maintain the queen's 
prerogative, and put a stop to those wrong perni- 
cious notions, which were improving daily, not 
only in Virginia, but in all her majesty's other 
governments. A frown now from her majesty couldi 
do more than an army hereafter." 

It is surprising, that these memorials have not 
excited more attention and curiosity. Their are * 
certainly the earliest proofs, that have passed un- 
der my observation, of the jealousy and appre- 
hensions of the parent state, arising from thje sup- 
posed wishes for independence and the powfer of 
the colonies. To Virginia these documents are 
peculiarly interesting. Amongst colonies, all dis- 
posed to rebellion, and eager for independence, 
she is represented to stand foremost and conspi^ 
cuous ; and to the insinuations thrown out against 
her, of a servile loyalty and tame submission, she 
can oppose this as an irrefutable confirmation of 
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m thoUJRand fiK^ts^ equally strong and CMvkiciog^ €HKBi 
epread over the face of Her records, s , ^^- 

To how many other reflections and conjectures 1698 
will these pai>er8 give birth. Perhaps we should Extraordi- 
not be Wrong in dating by these memorials the "^^ V^^"**® 
first faint dawnings of independence in the mittd§ xnorial* 
of the colonies, and of illegal aggressions in the 
councils erf the mother country* Apprehensioa 
and jealousy often beget the very mischiefs they 
wished to guard against. The loss of confidence 
on the one side weakens the attachnient on tlie 
other. Distrust would every day widen thb 
breach, and prepare, at some distant day, for a 
final separation* 

Several other memorials, of a nature lesi^ 
important, were forwarded by Nicholson. 

In one of these he states, that the tobacco of the 
€ountry often bears so low a price that it 'mould not 
^ield clothes to the people; and yet, presently after 
in the same memor^, he recommends it to the 
parliament " to pass an act, forbidding the pa^ 
to make their own clothes. Beverley, commenting 
on this, calls it a charttaHe actj that the planters 
shall go naked* 

In another memorial, concerted between him 
<md his creature, colonel Quarry, he proposes, 
*' that all the English colonies of North America, 
be reduced under one government, and one vice* 
royj and that a standing array ht there kept oa 
foot to subdue the queen's enemies;" surmis* 
ing, that they were intending to set up for them- 
45elves. 

During his administration one half of the col- i^o^i^ 
lege was erected, and the school discipline com- 
menced. The seac of government wJis removed 
from James Town to Middle Plantation, which, 
in honor of kiag WiUi^jn, was called Williams- 
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jbui^,* and a state-house erected -opposite ttid 
college, to which he gave the n ime of the capitoLf 

But, notwithstanding the arbitrary principles 
of Nicholson^ his administration was marked by 
none of those glaring improprieties that stigma- 
jized the times of Berkeley, of Culj^epper, and 
Howard. The whig principles were recently esta- 
blished, and the daring spirit of the British parli- 
«ment had transfused itself into the colonial legis- 
latures. The assembly of Virginia granted or 
rejected agreeably to their ideas of fitness and pro- 
priety, without any regard to complaisance or 
politeness; and the governor had no means to 
punish their obstinacy, except by secret memo- 
trials to the king, which, under pretence of affec- 
tion for the parent state, conveyed the basest and 
most malignant slanders against Virginia* 

The ii*terior concerns of the colony were c6n- 
clucted with moderation, and blessed with eon- 
tent and tranquility. The character of the king, 
and the mode of his election, gave assurance to 
their civil and religious establishments ; ^id the 
people gave themselves up to the enjoyment of 
blessings, which it appeared scarcely possible for 
fete itself to aflFect by. any new changes or dis- 
asters. 



• By the act 283 acres were appropriated for a city — ^70 
of which were set apart for buildings^ and the lots were half 
acres. 

An act eontininng the act directing the building the Ca-, 
pitoj and the City of Williamsburg, with additions. 

Virginia Lavfs^-'^Purdie and Dixon*M* 

t Four hundred and seventy five feet square were appro^ 
priated for this building, and two hundred feet round it we<* 
reserved* Ibidem. * 

This act was in substance pasted ia 1698. 
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K'fCttoisoN was svtcceeded in bis government 

% £dward Nott, ni^bo, in ordw to attach greater 

Weigiifl to his atitfaority, was dignified with the 1705. 
comii^idsion of chief govemon By some agree* S^^"^^ 
merA between the parties, a part of Ae salary ^^^^ >^"* 
was to be paid to George earl of Orkney. ThiB 
is the lirst instance of this sort of transaction^ 
which occurs in Englitsh history. The order for 
Nicholson^s recal bears date the 12th day d 
Aprils but the new governor did not arrive 'till 
tile following August* 

Th£ history of this admmisitration eovnprisei 
but fifW occurrences worthy of noftice. A g^in* 
eral revisal of the laws, so long wanted, ^^ s5 
much desired, was past by the assembly* The 
other most inq)ortant acts are thus stated by Be^ 

«iiey. 

**§IS2. This assembly also passed a new fow^ 
ibr ports and towns, grounding it only upM en- 
couragements, according to her majesty's lettelr 
to that purpose 5 but it seems this also could not 
please the Virginia merchants in En^and, fer they 
complained against it to the crown, and so it waft 
aljso suspended* 

*' $ 153. TnisaSsemhly also past tftie law mak^ 
ing slaves a iieal estate, which made a g^-eat^ 
teration in the nature dT their estates, and becomes 
a very good security for orphans, whoEfe patents 
bsqppened to die intestate* 

^' $ 154. This assembly allso Voted a house t& 
be built for the governor's resi<fcnce, and lead dui 
ties to raise the money for it. But his exceUency 
Kved not to see much efiected therein, being taken 
off by death in August 1706. In the first year of 
his government^ the college was burnt di^n to 
ihei^ound*'' 
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Bdmurd 
Jennings, 
president. 



Alexander 

Spotswoodi 

governor. 

irio. 



The manners of Nott were mild and concil- 
iator) , and his capacity respectable. The assem- 
blies, disgusted with the conduct of Nicholson, 
dwelt with pleasure on the virtues of the new go- 
vernor ; and the people, whose gratitude is always 
in advance, began already to regard iiim as a 
model of virtue and excellence. Before these 
expectations could be disappointed the governor 
died. 

The death of Nott devolved the government 
on Edmund Jennings, the president, and the coun- 
cil. The general tranquility, added to the order 
and iiegularity introduced by the revolutionary 
principles, rendered the duties of the admiius- 
tration, less arduous. No emergence called for 
additional taxes; and the ordinary revenues^ ma- 
naged with economy, were suflScient for the pur- 
poses of government. The recent revision of 
the laws had ehibraced all the cases pointed out 
by experience : no assembly was therefore con- 
vened. 

A coMMissioNmeanwhile had issued> appoint- 
ing brigadier general Hunter, lieutenant governor, 
under the earl of Orkney : but he. having been ta- 
kfen on his passage^ by the l*rench> colonel Alex- 
ander Spotswood was appointed his successor. 
• Britain appears to have adopted about this 
time the policy of France, in appointing military 
characters to her colonial governments ; and the 
measures of Spotswood seem to confirm this 
opinion. He had acted with some reputation in 
the W^st Indies, and was somewhat vain of his 
miiit rj-^ skill and capacity. 

jMMEDiATEtv after his arrival, his attention 
was airec|ed tp the means of extending the \vest. 
ern frontier, so as to intercept the communica- 
tion b twren Canada and the Mississippi. It 
was not uila considerable time after, that the 
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r 
grand project of France, for uniting her distant CHAP. 
settlements, had explicitly declared itself : there ^^r 
is reason, notwithstanding, to believe that Si^ots- i7io. 
wood, was not without suspicion of h^r iuten- 
tions. 

A PASS AGE over the great ridge of mountains^ 
attempted during the administration of sir Wm. 
Berkeley, became the first object of attention. 
This expedition was conducted with considcra* 
ble parade and solemnity. The legislature, sen^ ^ 
sihle of its importance, and animated by the spi- 
rit of the governor, made ample provision for its 
success. Many of the most considerable men in 
the colony attended as volunteers; and by their 
numbers and figure added lustre to the occasion. 

An opinion had long prevailed, that these 
mountains presented an everlasting barrier to the 
ambition of the whites. Their great height; 
their prodigious extent ; their rugged and hor- 
rid appearance, suggested to the imagination un, 
definwsd images of terror. The wolf, the bear, 
the panther, and the Indian, were the taiants of 
these forlorn and inaccessible precipices. 

An attempt, as it were, to conquer nature it- 
self in the passage of these mountains, would be 
regarded, as in the highest degree perilous and 
romantic ; and public solicitude would encrease 
in proportion to the dangers and difficulties of 
the project. 

Great then was the glory attendant on the 
governor*s success. After several days march, 
distinguished by no remarj^able occurrence, he 
reached the summit, and beheld, for the first time^ 
the beautiful champaigns, which stretch on every. 
6ide^ to an immeasurable distance. After de- 
scending, he explored the transmontane vallies,and 
returned with a glory in those times little infcy 
Vior to that of ilanibal. 
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* Thi passage of these mountains suggeitedl 
^^^^ t© Spotswood materials fix new projiscts. The 
iriw. French were, about this time, becoming dn ob* 

ject of apprehension to the English colonies ; and 
their defeat and extinction were generally con-^ 
sidered as the only means of assuring their own 
safety and prosperity. The ardent spirit of Spots« 
wood was fired by theglory of such a contest : and 
he prepared a memorial fi>r the En^ish govern* 
ment, in which all the positions, from the Alio* 
gany to the lakes, are drawn with a military 
hand, accompanied with a detailed and labored 
commentary, designed to inspire a hostile spirit* 
This memorial contains a number of conjei^Jures, 
which were afterwards realised ; and hisopinkms 
were adopted long after, when the facts to ^tucU 
he alludes, of French aggression and ambitioiiy 
could no longer be doubted. 

I SHALL now draw to a close an sera in the 
history of Virginia, so barren in incidents, that 
litde is left the historian beside a list of governors, 
and an exact order of their succession; cor* 
rect dates, with now and then some striking event, 
which comes alone, and seemed to be without 
consequences proportionate to its importance* 
These are materials by ^r too scanty even for the an« 
nalist. The first part of Hume's tiistcwy of £ng. 
land has been objected to, as far too superficial i 
but where is the propriety or judgment (rf dwel- 
ling on incidents, either obscure or of little value. 
An account of hollow and precarious truces; of 
wars entered into without a motive^ and carried 
on with savage vdlcar and savage ferocity ; furnish 
a scope by far too confined for the purposes of 
history. In its ccmsequences, indeed, the slightest 
Incident may become. interesting and eventful; 
but insulated, they furnish a detail, disgustful| 
imd beneath the notice of rational curiosity. 
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iN&TkAD of attempting, theti, to stvcB beyond CHAPi 
their just dimension^ petty events, the author j--^^* 
should reserve his strength for occasions where it irio. 
may be properly applied and exerted ; and if his 
genius will permit, he will rise with his subject : 
but he will be too wise and honest to practice on 
his readers, by a pompous description of trifles, 
or by grave reflections introduced out of place, 
and without application. 

The revduiion of 1688, beside the immediate 
removal of a weak and wicked tyranny, was at- 
tended with the more durable effect of improving 
the spirit of the constitution, and of rendering 
popuUf and even fashionable the principle of re- 
si^taiK:e to arbitrary power. To have denied the 
truth df this principle, would be a libel at once on 
the nation and the government : and however of- 
fensive to kings and courtiers was the admis- 
aqn of it in all its extent, all descriptions of men 
bowed to it with real or aftected veneration. The 
prevailing o})inions at court are easily seen in the 
administration of the most distant provinces ; and 
as the government of James was supposed to be 
equally obnoxious to all parts of the empire, and 
the legislature of Virginia had repeatedly remon- 
strated against the arbitrary proceedings 6f his 
deputy, she was acknowledged to be entitled \yith 
Ae rest of the empire to the benefits of the reform. 
The whig ministry in England sent whig go- 
vernors to Virginia ; and although they did not 
always entertain any enlarged notions of liberty, 
k was nevertheless agreea&e to their principles 
and pride, that their administration should be as 
much as possible the opposite of Howard and Cul- 
pepper: names justly odious to Virginia. 

It was discovered too, that without giving any 
violent i^iock to the feelings and opinions of the 
Virginiani^ they might be easily retained in obe^* 
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CHAP, diencc; and that by gentle treatment and skilfid 
gj^j^Lgjgg policy, they might be even reconciled to all those 
uio. regulations respecting^ trade deemed so important 

by the mother country, and so hard and expres- 
sive by the colonies! If was only necessary to 
abstain from actual violence, or encroachment on 
the independence of assemblies ; to permit as far as 
possible, whatever regarded die internal adminis- 
tration of justice, of governn^jnt, and police, 
within the colony, to be conducted according to 
ancient u$age and laws : in a word, that the forms, 
at least, of free government should be constant- 
ly before their eyes. The careless generosity of 
the people, heightened by gratitude, by the liberal 
conduct of their governors, would anticipate their 
wishes and their wants ; and what was refused to 
violence and insult, would cheerfully be given to 
gratitude and aficction. 

The operation of these principles produced a 
profound calm in Virginia : the different orders 
of government apparentiy . uniting their affec- 
tions and policy to advance the general interest, 
and that of the colony. At peace with the 
Indians, and having no constitutional points 
amongst themselves* whose discussion might en- 
flame their resentment, and excite their fears, 
it is not wonderful, that their history, during this 
period, and for a considerable time after, furnish* 
es little curious or important. 

Nor was there in the colony a direction suf* 
ficiently strong towards mattters of taste or li- 
terature, to compensate for the barrenness of mili- 
tary or political incident. This may be pro- 
perly denominated the dark age in Virginia : for 
although there are many instances of good sense, 
and even some of bold and appropriate expressi- 
ons, of shrewdness and sagacity, in their assem- 
blies^ these are rather exceptions to the general 
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rule. Not a remnant has descended to us of any CHAP. 

moral disquisition, of the investigation of any pro- Y ^' 

blem; in any science. No ode, no sonnet shines> i7io. 
even for a moment, thro' the gloom ; so that lit- 
tle is hazarded in asserting, that Virginia, since 
1624, was stationary, ifnotret|t)gradeinhertaste 
and aquiremehb!. 

It may be objected, that the plan of an uni- 
versity proposed, and successfully carried through, 
does not seem to justify this opinion ; that a 
scheme of education, so generous and extensive, 
bespeaks a relish for literature, and a strong sense 
of its value : but wide is the interval between a 
consciousness of ignorance, or even the desire 
of removing it; and the actual attainment of 
knowledge. 
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tET til now pause for the putpoie of examimiig^ ifith Appkn^ix. 
more attention, the ground^ which has been trodden. In or* asssssss 
der to preserve the unUy^ and compsictness of historical detaali 
it has l>een thought more judicioUs tp lea?e out all unneces^ 
sary digressions and abstruse or subtle disquisition^. Minute 
details df rei^enue and finance ; the organization of courts of 
justice, and the nature and extent of their jurisdiction ; thie 
state of arts and n>anners are, for a like reason, excluded 
^from a narrative of (acts. Arranged under separate heads^ 
they naturally succeed : holding up a clear mirror to the 
events, which have gone by ; and exhibiting a moFoA and 
philosophical picture of the evanescent materials. Such aH 
examination of the last bundled yeara at least, may not be 
wholly uninteresting : and it will afford a relief to the mind 
altemattly agitated or becalmed, by the violence, the rapidity^ 
<»r larftguor of the incidents^ which are related. 

By the dissolution of the proprietary govemment,the Lon- Retrbsikcti 
tibn company were, with scarcely the shadow of justice, vio* 
lently deprived of a property* which^ with infinite danger and 
loss of blood and treasure, they had reclaimed front the wil* 
demess. The loss of the colonists was infinitely more serious 
and alarming. In the annihilation of the company's autho* 
rity was involved the destruction of that frame of government^ 
which was so endeared by the ben^ts and the happiness it 
was daily conferring ; and the people saw their rights and pro« 
t^erties exposed without defence to the aVarice, rapacity and 
Arbitrary spirit of the court. 

Considerable solicitude and apprehensions prevailed 
^th respect to the views of the king ; and the opposition* 
which had be^en made by the people and the assembly to the 
6is80lution of the proprietary pending the dispute, wascon« 
tinned after its decision and termination. They continued to 
pray, that their properties might be assured to them ; that 
the.use of assemblies might be continued, and that none of 
Append* voU ii. A 
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ATVzvMt, thc'ftction of Ac carl of Warwick should be permitted te 
bear any part in he administration of justice and government* 
James and after him Charles, rehictantly consented to the 
£rst and last part of the prayer ; but it was a considerable 
time before an unequivocaj acknowledgment and admission 
of their right to the use of assemblies could be obtained. 
Even then, it was more a concession of grace than of right; 
and it «^as unaccompanied by any of the formalities and 
solemnities usual in the ratiiicaion of national contracts. No 
charter was granted ; no constitution or contract had been 
entered Into between the king and the colonists. 

All they had to rest on was the king's declaration in his 
instructions to sir William Berkeley, that in all its concerns^ 
civil or ^cclesiasticaU the colony was to be governed accord* 
ing to the laws of England ; that civil and criminal justice 
vere to be decided agreeable to the forms of legal procedure 
in the mother country, and that the governor and council 
conjointly with the representatives, should form supreme 
legislative authority in the colony. 
^ These immunities were in themselves sufficiently liberal : 
^hni they wanted that assurance and security essential to 
freedom k The body of instructions, to the governor was a 
private document, and the blessings it immediately conferred 
lost much of their value by the reflection, that they might J)e 
recalled with the saine levity and caprice by which they 
ivcrc granted* 

f The personal influence of sir W. Berkeley contrilnitcd to 
appease the public anxiety ; and by a security, natural to 
men, who ai-e happy for the presenti they enjoyed the -bles- 
aings of actual freedom, without appearing to think that their 
lot wasliable to be affected by ftjture disasters or vicissitudes. 
The revolution in England, and th^ military splendor of 
Ihe commonwealth, together with a temporary .change in 
their condition, was accompanied with consequences on the 
pharacter and sentiments of the people, which outlived the 
event that gave them birth; and although the insurrection 
in favor of the i^yal cause, and their conduct for a short time 
tifter the restoration, would seem to speak a perfect acqui- 
escence under a royal government, we must certainly dale 
the revival of public spirit, and the caution and jealousy of 
patriotism, (ly this event. 

t . In vain did the king enjoin the erasure of all acts deroga*' 
tory to royalty from the journals of the cojony : events of so 
much boldness and grandeur had left an impression too 
deep to be effaced by precautions, cither veibal or written, 
und every year disclosed some newproof of their impatienci 
. to procure a more secure ancl permanent establishment. . 
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This regularvbut gradual expansion of public sentimentt Apbekdix. 
jproduced the co-opei'ation of the different branches of go* ~ " ' " " - " " ^ 
Vemnrient in 1667, for an ia provement in the political con- 
dition of the colony ; and agents were appointed by the gene* 
<ral assembly to procure a charter on principles more suited 
to the circumstances of the colpny, and the increased intel* 
JBgence of the people. It has been shown with what spirit^ 
perseverance* and success these agents ur^ed the claims of 
the colony, against the apprehensions, the jealousy, and the. 
9ophistry of th^ court ; and how the new charter was almost 
immediately revoked, owing to the resentmipnt, or rather the 
fears excited by the rebellion of Bacon. 

T9iE: government, in its forms and powers, was nearly thp* 
same us junder the proprietary, in 16^ The general asseui-, 
}>ly, consisting of the governor, council, and burgesses, con* 
suited in the same apartment ; and every thing was decided, 
by a plurality of v«)tcs This was the simple process of tnrt 
acting laws. After the restoration an important innovation 
took place in this department, and the governor was invested 
with an absolute negatiye p;i t^ proceedings of the other 
branches. \ 

The number of the executive, including the govemor,i 
since the year 1624, occasionally varied from twelve tofQU^r 
teen.; and during the whole of th^ period abovt-men^igned^ 
with scarcely any emolumei^t^ they discharged alteriiately 
the duties of a judiciary, a legislature, and an executive*- 
The small sum set apart for the compensation of those ar- 
duous and comprehensive functions was judiciously distri- 
buted amongst them, ^n U^e es^c^ ratio of their attention and 
activity* 

The executive duties of the council wefe, to assist the gor 
Pernor by theiradvice ; but they were allowed no check or coar 
trol on his opinions ; and ihe governor JM^as atfuU liberty to 
carry into eHect any opinion not incompatible with his con^ 
mission, in defiance of their united opposition. Yet, though 
they seem at first view to possess only the shadovy of author 
rity, they had a real and substantial power, arising from the 
various important duties they were in the habit of di^chafging^ 

As judges of the general court, their influence y!f^,^ ev 
tended throughout the colony. As members of an a'^^mblyi 
Vhere every thing was decided absolutely by vote, and tlie 
representatives were few in number, their number and in-^ 
fiuence would have no small weight in the decision of all 
Lnportant questions; and their aid would be assiduously 
courted by the court and popular parties, if such actually ex*i 
isted. The personal influence of sir W. Berkeley had, hovKr 
i^KYj in a great measurei destroyed these distinctions, 
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Mnmix: E^iir in the executive department, where thef tppta* t» 
be wholly shorn of authority, it wa* neither safe nor pnidenc 
in the governor to act ibr any consid^ riblc time in ck^fiancet 
of their counaeli or to maniAfSt any eo. .tempt orsbgla to« 
wards their persons or office. The fate of Hervey evidenced 
their importance in the government, and the alarming autho* 
yity with which they Were clothed i an authority, neither 
derived expressly from any warrant or com missiofi, norspe^* 
oficaily marked out in the oi iginal distribution of powers ; 
but from their united influence of executive, legislative, and 
jodidal iunctionSi 

^^ Before the year 1680 the council sat in the same house 
with the burgesses of assembly, mu«:h reseiiiblingtbe mode| 
of the Scotch parliament ; and the lord Culpepper, takingi 
advantage of some disputes amon^ them, procured the 
council to sit apart from the assembly ; and so they became 
two distinct houses, in in^tation of the two housts of parlia^ 
ment in England, the lords and commons : and so is the 
<ionstitution to this day.'^ 

The power of the governor wa^ less equivocal, and his reve* 
nues more ample. Like the king, whose authority he faintly 
reflected, he was himself always sufficient to the purposes of 
government, fiy a stroke of the pen h^ might summon as- 
semblies, and disperse them by the breath of bis nostrils. 
Like him, he was the fountain of all honors and emoluments ; 
the head of the church ; the general of the armies, and higl^ 
adniiral of all the waters included within the maritime jurist 
diction of' his government. 

The only check to a patronage so extensive, and power 
so enormous, was the right possessed by assemblies of grants 
ing or refusing supplies, fiut in order to be eflkiem this 
power should be thoroughly understood, and exercised with 
unremitting jealousy and attention ; and these requisites^ 
which were rare even in the commons of England, could not 
,be supposed to have attained any. considerable maturity or 
efficii»hcy in a remote colony, where the popular qualhiee 
of a governor, who was an object rather of affection than 
distrust) could lull suspicion to sleep, and silence disafiectioii 
in its birth. 

iNnEED a spirit of complaisapce and accommodation wa^ 
reciprocated between the different branches during the 
greater part of sir Wm. Berkeley'^ administration, which 
would seem to render distrust or jealousy unnecessary, if ex- 
perience had not shownthat these qualities are always esscn- 
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Me(>the9edirity«fidpemanenc«ofUbeit)r.Theteivmat^ A»>tinm# 
ire paiticularlf trut of VirgiDia, who had no regular con^tu^ aoBSBBV^ 
tion, and where the executive would be disposed to give at 
wide a latitude as possible to his undefined authority. 

^ $ 2. Thk governor is appointed by the erown ; his com^ 
mission is under seal, and runs during pleasure. 

^ Hft represents the king's person there in all things, atut 
is subject te his instructions. 

** His assent is necessary to the laws, agreed upon by the 
council and assembly : without it no law can be made. 

<^ H}$ test to all laws, so assented to, is al o requisite* 

^^ He calls assemblies by advice of couneil, but proroguet 
^r dissolvcrs them without. 

^ He calls and presides in all councils of state, and hath 
his negative there also. 

^ He appoints commissioners of county courts for the ad« 
ministration of justice, by conseht of council. 

** He grants commissions to all officers of the militia, un* 
der the degree of a lieutenant general, (which title he bears 
himself) as he thinks fit. 

^ He orders and disposes the militia for the defence of the 
coumry. 

"He tests proclamations. 

M He disposes of the unpatented ^and according to the 
charter, the laws of that country, and his in.structions ; for 
]^hich end, and forthe public occasions, the seal of the colony 
is committed to his keeping. 

" All issues of the public revenue must be on his test. 

" An^, by virtue of a commission from the admiralty, he 
is made vice-ad mir ah 

"The governor's salary, till within these forty five years 
last past, was no more than a thousand pounds a year ; be« 
sides whichi he had about five hundred more in perquisites. 
Indeed, the general assembly, by a public act, made an addi* 
tiqn of two hundred pounds a year to sir Wm. Berkeley in 
particular, out of a great respect and esteem they bore that 
gentleman, who had been a long time a good and just go^ 
vernor ; and^ho had laid out the greatest part of his revenue 
in experiments for the advantage and imptx>vement of the 
Country ; and who had besides suffered extremely in the time 
cif the usurpation. But this addition was to determine with 
his government. 

" Sir William Berkeley, after the short interval of Jef- 
frey's and Chicherley's being deputy governors, was sue-? 
ceeded by the lord Culpepper ; who, under pretence of hit 
^ing a peer of England, obtained of king Charles H a salary 
of two thousand pounds^ besides one hundiM aud si^^tjf 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



A1>PENDIX. 

Ap? BNDix. pounds a year for )iouse rent, because there was no housi^ 
appointed by the country for the governor's reception. This 
salary was continued ever since to the succeeding governors. 

^ If the administration t)f the government happened to fall 
into the hancls of the president and council) there is then 
usually allowed to the president the addition of five hundred 
pounds a year only ; and to tbe council no more than whal; 
is given them at other times.** • 

The house of burgesses was pomposed of representatives 
irom the several counties. As each county w|is represente4 
in the ratio of her tithable inhabitants, the number was neces- 
sarily unequal ; and as the governor was looked on as th» 
image of the sovereign, the representatives fondly cherished 
the resemblance between their corps and the house of com* 
mons. A close imitation oftheiorms of that celebrated body 
was visible in their proceedings ; and like them, they consi* 
dered themselves as the sole and legitimate organs of the- 
public will. 

They were convened by writs issued from the office of the 
Secretai y of state, under the seal of the colony and the sigv 
nature of the governor, and these writs are directed to the 
sheriffs of the several counties, and should bear date forty 
days at least before their return. The mode of summoning 
the voters is by a publication of the writ at every church and 
chapel in the country, two several Sundays successively. 

The laws passed at their meeting, having received the 
assent of the governor, are, with all convenient dispatch, 
transmitted to the king for his approbation. But they |?emain 
in full force until his pleast^^e be ki)own ; and his silence is 
interpreted into an absent. No special times are appointed 
for their meeting, and much of their weight is lost on this 
account. Nothing but the power with which they are vested 
of raising and appropriating revenue, would render them of 
any apcount in the constitution. 

<* § 4 Fhe burgesses of assembly are elected, and re- 
turned from all parts of the country, viz. from each coun- 
ty two, and from JamesrCity one, and from the college ouc ; 
which make up in all sixty burgesses : They are convened 
by writs issued from the secretary's office, under the seal of 
the colony, and the test of the g^overnor. These are direct- 
ed to the sheriff of each county respectively, and ought to 
bear date at least forty days before the return The free- 
holders are the enly electors, and wherever they have a free- 
bold, (if they be not women, or under age or aliens) they 
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liate ft tote in the election. The method of summoning the AppEfrnix, 
freeholders, is by publication of the writ, together with the " ' ' ' * 

day appointed by the slieriif for the election, at every church 
and chapel in the county, two several Suniiays successively. 
The election is concluded by plurality of voices ; and if ei- 
ther party be dissatisfied, or thinks he has not fair treatment, 
he may demand a copy of the poll, and upon at^plication to 
the house of burgesses, shall have his complaint enquired 
into. But to prevent undue elections^ many acts have been 
there made agreeably to some lately enacted m England. 

«' The first business of a convention, by the governor's 
direction^ is to make choice of a speaker, and to present him 
in full house to the governor. Upon this occasion the speaker, 
in the name of the house, petitions the governor to confirm 
the usual liberties and privileges of the assembly ; namely, 
access to his person, whenever they shall have occasion ; a 
freedom of speech and of debate in the house, without being 
farther accountable ; a protection of their persons and their 
servants from arrest, &c. And these being granted by the 
governor, and the cause of ^hcir meeting declated by him, 
they proceed to do business ; choosing committees, and in 
othei things imitating, as near as they can, the method of the 
honorable house of commons in England. 

<' The laws having duly past the house of Burgesses, the 
eouncil and the governor's assent ; they are transmitted to 
the king, by the next shipping, fpr his approbation, his ma- 
jesty having another negative voice But they immediately 
become laws, and are in force, upon the governor's first pass- 
ing them, and so remain, if his majesty don't actually repeal 
them ; although he be not pleased to declare his assent one 
way or other. 

«< There are no appointed times for their convention ; but 
they are called together whenever the exigencies of the 
country make it necessary, or his majesty is pleased to order 
.any thing to be proposed to them."* 

The administration of justice was in the general court, Administiia 
consisting of a quorum of the council, with the governor act- tion of jus* 
ing as president ; and during his absence, the senior coun- tice. 
xillor. This court had cognizance of all matters, civil, cri- 
minal, or ecclesiastical. 

** They sat first only twice a year: their sessions were 
afterwards ii>creased to three, and were called quarter courts. 
In the year 1 632 another innovation took place. , Four quarter 
courts were appointed to be held at James-Town yearly, viz. 
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AfW^vpin. ^9k iht first days of Se|>tetnber, Decetnbefy Marct^an^ JqiheS; 
I have not been able to learn whether aay other change took 
{>laco withiii the pei*iod we are describing, in the time or 
mode of administering justice by this body. 

The assembly possessed a general and appellate juris* 
diction, and their decisions "were final on all matters of appeal 
bhnigKt from the general court or the county coili^, Tftef 
discharged sometimes the duties of a grand national inquesli 
and acted occasionally as a high court of impeachment. 

«* $ 125. To return to my lord Culpepper's govertmient,** 
says Btiverieyt ^' I cannot omit a iiseful thing* \^ich his 
lordship was pleased to do with relation to their courts of 
justice. It seems, nicety of pleading, with all the juggle of 
Westminister-Hall, was creeping into their courts: tho 
clerks began, in some cases, to enter the teasons with the 
judgments, pretending to set precedents of inviolable form 
to be observed in all future proceedings. This my loi^ found 
feult with, and retrenched alt dilatory pleas, as prejudicial to 
justice, keeping the courts close to the merits of the cause, 
in order to bring it to a speedy determination^ according to 
the innocence df former times; and catised the judgments 
to be entered up short, without the reasion, alledging, that 
these courts were not of so great experience, as to be able 
to make precedents to posterity; who ought to be left at 
liberty to determine according to the equity of the contro- 
versy before them." ' . 

" § 130i This lord, says the same historiati, spcakiiig of 
lord Howard, though he pretended to no great skill in 
legal proceedings, yet he made great innovations in their 
courts, pretetidiiig to follow the English forms. Thus he 
created a new court of chancery, distinct from the general 
court, Who had ever before claim^sd that jurisdiction* He 
erected himself into a lord chancellor, taking the gentlemen 
of th^ council to sit with him, as mere associates and advisers, 
not having any vote in the causes before them. And that it 
might have more the air of a new court, he would Hot so 
much as sit in the state hoOse, where all the other puUicbo* 
siness was dispatched, but took the dining room of a large 
house for that use. He likewise made arbitrary tables of fees^ 
peculiar to his higfh court However his lordship not begins 
ning this project very long before he left the country, all 
these innovations came to an end upon his removal ; and 
the jurisdiction returned to the general court again, in the 
time of colonel Nathaniel Bacon^ ^hom he left prtsideiit,^ 
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*< 5 iA, 1 HAVE already, in the chronology of the goverti- 
hient, hinted what the constitution of their courts was in old 
times, and that appeals lay from the^ general court to the 
dssembly. That the general court, from the beginning, took 
cognizance of all causes whatsoever, both ecclesiastical and 
civil ; determining every thing by the standard of equity anc! 
good conscience; They used to come to the merits of the 
caiise ad soon as they could, without injustice, never admit- 
tingf sufch impertinences of form and nicety as were not ab- 
tolutely necessary : dhd when the substance of the case was 
sufficiently debated^ they used dii-ectly to bring the suit to a 
decision. By this method all fair actions were prosecuted with 
little attendance, till jlist debts were recovered with the least 
expence of money and time, and all the tricking and foppery 
of the few happily avoided. 

« The lord* Culpepper, who was ^ man of admirable sense, 
told well skilled in the laws of fingland, admired the consti- 
tution df theii* courts, and kept them Close to this plain me- 
thod ; retrenching some innovations that were then creeping 
into them, under the nation of form ; although, at the same 
time, he was the occasion of taking away the liberty of ap- 
peals to the assembly. 

" But the lord Howard, who iiicceeded him, endeavored 
to introduce as matiy of the English forms as he could, being 
directly opposite to the lord Culpepe? in that point. 

" And lastly, governor Nicholson, a man the least ac- 
quainted with the law of any of them, endeavored to intro-^ 
duce all the quirks of the English proceedings, by the help 
of some wretched pettifoggers, who had the direction both ot 
his conscience and his understanding. 

«« § 2f3. They have two sorts of courts, that differ only in 
jurisdiction 5 namely, the general court, and the cotinty 
Courts. 

<* § 24. Tri^J gfenei^l court is a coutt held by tiie governor 
arid council, or any five of them, who by law are the judjges 
of it^ and take cognizance of all causes, criminal, penal, ec- 
clesiastical, and civil. From this court there is no appeal, 
except the thing in demand exceeds the value of three hun^ ^ 
dred pounds sterling ; in which case an appeal is allowed td 
the king and council in England, and there determined b^ 
a committee of the privy council, called the lords of appeal ; 
the like custom being used for all the other plantations. Ii^ 
criminal cases I don't know that there is any appeal from the 
sentence of this court; but the governor is authorised by his 
commission, to pardon persons found guilty of any crimv 
Append, vol. H* B 
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Appkkpix. whatsoever, except of treason and wilfnl mwrder ; and even 
in those cases ht may reprieve the criminal, which reprieve 
stands );ood* and may be continued from time to timC) until 
his majesty's pTtasure be si^ified therein. 

*♦ $ 25. This court is held twice a year, beginning on tlie 
15th of April, and on the 1 5th of October: each time it 
continues eighteen days, excluding Sundays; if the business 
hold them so long : and these were formerly the only time 
of gaol-delivery : but now by the governor's commission, he 
appoints two other courts of gaol-delivery: and the king 
allows one hundred pounds for each court, to defray the 
charge thereof. 

<* f 26 The officers attending this general court, are the 
sheriff of the county wherein it sits, and under officers Their 
business is to call the litigants and their evidences in court, 
and to impannel juries ; but each sheriff in bis rcsj5cctive 
county makes arrests, and returns the writs to this court. 

" § 27. The way of impanntling juries to serve in this 
court is thus : the sheriff and his deputies, every morning 
that the court sits, goes about the town, summoning the best 
of the gentlemen, who resort thither from all parts of the 
country. The condition of the summons is, that they attend 
the court that day to serve upon the jury, (it not being knowa 
whether there will be occasion or no) and if any cause hap- 
pen to require a jury, they are then sworn to try the issue, 
otherwise, they arc in the evening, of course, dismist from all 
farther attendance : though they be not formally discharged 
by the cx)urt. By this means are procured the best juries 
this county can afford ; for if they should be summoned by 
y^ntot venire jfrom any particular county, that county cannot 
afford so many qualified persons as are here to he found, be- 
cause of the great resort of gentlemen from all parts of the 
colony to this county, as well to see fashions, as to dispatch 
their particular business. Nor is vicinage necessary there, 
to distinguish the several customs of particular places, the 
whple country being as one neighborhood, and having the 
same tenures of land, usages, and customs. 

" The grand Junes are impannelled much after the sam?. 
manner ; but, because they req\:ire a greater number of men, 
and the court is always desirous to have some from all parts 
of the country, they give their sheriff orders a day or two 
before to provide his pannel. 

" § 28. In criminal matters this method is a little altered ; 
because a knowledge of the life, the conversation of the party, 
may give light to the jury in their verdict. For this reason, 
a writ of venire issues in such cases, to summon six of the 
nearest neighbours to the criminal, who must be of the same 
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iKHinty wherein he lived ; which writ of venire is returned by Appj; wpiib^ 
the sheriff of the lespective county, to the secretary's office, "■«""' j " '■ 
and the names are taken from thence^ by the sheriff attend- \ 
ing^ the general court, and put in tlic front of the ptinnel, 
which is filled up wUh the namts of the other gentlemen 
summoned in the town, to be of th& petty jury for the trial 
of that criminal If the prisoner have a mind to cba11eng;e the. 
jurors, the same liberty is allowed him there as in England ; 
and if the pannel fall short, by reasoa of such challenge, ic 
iDust then be madeup of the by-standers. 

^< § ?9. All actions in that country are generally brought 
to a determination the third court, unless some special ex« 
traordinary reason be shown, why the party can't make his 
defence so soon. The course is thus : upon the defendant's 
non-appearance, order goes against the bail, (for a ca/iia^ i& 
generally their first process) on condition, that unless the 
deiendanc appear, and plead at the next court, judgment 
shall then be awarded for the plaintiff ^ when the defendant 
comes to the next court he is held to plead; thus bycom-e 
moil course a year and a half ends a cause in the general 
court, and three or four months in the county courts. If any 
one appeal fron\ the judgment of the county court, the trial 
always comes on the succeeding general court ; so that all 
business begun in the county court, tho' it runs to theutmost 
of the law, (without some extraordinary event) ought to ba 
finished in nine months.. 

^^ § 30. Every one that pleases, may plead his owncause» 
or else his friends for him, there being no restraint hi that 
case, nor any licensed practitioners in the law. If any one. 
be dissatisfied with che judgn\ent of the county cou t, let it 
be for any sum,. little or great, he may have an appeal to the 
next general court, giving security to answer and abide the 
judgment of that court : but an action cannot be brought 
originally in the general court, under the value often pounds 
sterling, or of two thousand pounds of tobacco, except in 
ftome particular cases of penal laws. 

^< § 31. The county courts are constituted by law, and the 
justices thereof appointed by commission from the governor 
with advice of council. Fhey consist of eight or more gentle- 
men of tlie county, called justices of the peace, the sheriff 
being only a ministerial officer to execute its process. This 
court is held monthly, and has jurisdiction of all causes witht 
in the county, cognizable by common law or chancery, and 
not touching life or member, and never was limited to any 
.value in its jurisdiction, as mr, Oldmixon would have it, page 
298 : but in the case of hogstealing, they may sentence the 
criminal to lose hi:i ears; which is allowed by a partigular act 
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Appsvdit. for tfaftt purpose, as the punishment of the second offence a* 
"*, the third is felony. In all things they proceed ra the sanE^c 
fanner as the general court. 

'^ $ 32. This tnofith court has the care of all orphans and) 
pf their estates ; and for the binding out and well orderki^^ 
pf such filtherless cfiildren^ who are eitlier without an estatej^ 
or haye very little. 

*< In September^ annually, they are to enquire into the 
keeping and management of the oi phan, as to his sustenance 
and education \ to es^amine into his estate and the securities 
thereof; viz. whether the sureties contintie to be responail^e> 
and the lands and plantations be kept improving and in repair, 
^c- If the orphan be poor, and bound an apprentice to any: 
trade, then their business is to enquire, how he is kept to his 
8cl)Ooliog and trade ; and if the court, find he is eithei;'. mis-, 
used or ^taught, they take him from that mae^ter, and put 
him to another of the same trade, or of any other trade, which 
they judge best for the child. They cannot bind an orphai^ 
boy but to a trade, or the sea. 

" Anothfh charitable method in favor of the pooir orphans 
there, is this : that besides their trade and schooling, the^ 
masters are generally obliged to give them at iheir freedom 
Cfittle, tools, and other things to the value of five, «x, or tei% 
pounds, according to the age of the child when bound, over 
and above the usual quantity of corn and clothes. The boys 
are bound till one and twenty years of age, and the girls to^ 
eighteen : at which time they, who have taken any care to 
improve themselves, generally get well married, and live Uk 
plenty, though they had pot a farthing of paternal estate. 

Oft&e Church and Chttr^ Affairs, - 

« § 33.. T^EiR piarishe^ are accounted large or small, ir^ 
proportion to the number of tithables contained in themi^ 
and not arcording to the extent of land. 

"^^ 34. 'They have, in each pan&h, a convenient church, 
built either of timber, bricks or stone, and decently adorned 
with every thing necessary for the cekbration of divine ser- 
vice, 

** If a parish be of greater extent than prdioary, it hath 
generally a chapel of ease ; and some of the parishes have 
two such chapels, besides the church, for the greater convex 
fiience of the parishioners. In these chapels the minister 
preaches alternately,^ always leaving a reader to read prayers 
when he can't attend himself. 

§ 35. The people are generally of the church of England, 
l^hich IS the religion established by law in that country,fmm 
^J^^ there are very few dissenters. Yet liherty of cpsiaqr, 
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wipe is given to all other congregations pretending to chris* Afpbhpix» 
tiaaiiy^ on condition they submit to all parish duties. They •— — -^^ • 
have but one set conventicle among them, namely, a meet- 
ing of quakers in Nansempnd county, others that have lately 
been, being now extinct ; and 'tis observed, by letting them 
alone, they decrease daily. 

" § 36. The maintenance fori^ minister there is appointed 
by law, at 1 6,CX)0 pounds of tobacco per annum, (be the parish 
great or small) as also a dwelling house and glebe, together 
with certain peix|U>sttes for marriages and funeral sennons. 
That which makes the diiference in the benefices of the 
clergy, is the value of the tobacco, according to the distinct, 
species of it, or according to the place of its growth. Besides, 
in large and rich parishes, more marriages will probably 
happen, and more funeral sermons. 

" The fee, by law, for a funeral sermon, is forty jahiHings, 
«r four hundred pounds of tobacco ; for a marriage, by licence, 
twenty sliillings, or two hundred pounds of tobacco ; and 
when the bans are proclaimed only five shillings, or fifty 
pounds of tobacco. 

« When these salaries were granted, the assembly valued 
tobacco at ten shillings per hundred ; at which rate the six-r 
teen thousand pounds comes to fourscore pounds slerling ; 
but in all parishes where the sweet scented grows, si.ice the 
law for appointing agents to view the tobacco was made, it 
has generally been sold for double that value, and never under. 

^* In sorae parishes likey^ise, there are, by donation, stocks 
of cattle and negroes, on the glebes, which are also allowed 
to the minister, for his use and encouragement : he only be- 
ing accountable for th^ surrender of the same value, when 
he leaves the parish. 

" § 37. For the well governing of these, and all other par 
jrochial affairs, a vestry is appointed in each parish. These 
vestries consist of twelve gentlemen of the parish, and were 
at ^rst chosen by the vote of the parishioners ; butAipon the 
death ot any, have been continued by the survivors electing 
another in his place. These, in the name of the parish, make 
presentation of ministers, and have the sole power of all pa- 
rish assessments. They are qualified for this employment by 
subscribing to be conformable lo the doctrine and discipline 
of the church of England. If there be a minister incumbent 
iie is always in the yestry^. 

** Fob the ease of the vestry in general, and for discharg- 
ing the business of the parish, they choose two from amon^ 
themselves, to be church wardens, which must be annually 
changed, th^t the burthen may be equally upon all. The bu» 
ifilneas of these church wardens is tQsee the orders and agret^t 
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Appgin>ix. ments of the vestry performed ; to collect the parish tol)accci^ 
■' => and distribute it to the several claimers; to make up the 

accounts of the parish, and to present all profaneness and 
immorality to the county courts, and the>e prosecute it. 

^^ Br these the tobacco of the minister is collected, and 
brought to him in hogsheads convenient for shipping ; so 
that ht is at no further trouble, but to receive it in ^hat con- 
dition. This was ordained by the law of the country, for the 
ease of the ministers, that so they being delivered from the 
troulvle of gathering in their dues, may have the more time 
to apply themselves to the exercise of their holy function, 
and live in a decency suitable to their order, ft may liere be 
observed, that the labor of a dozen negroes, does but answer 
this salary, and seldom yields a greater crop of sweet scented 
tobacco than is allowed to each of their ministers., 

§ 38. Probates of wills and administrations are, accord- 
ing to their law, petitioned for in the county courts ; and by 
them security taken and certified to the governor, which, if 
he approve, the commission is then signed by them, without 
fee. Marriage licences are issued by the clerks of those 
courts, and signed by the justice in commission, or by any 
other person deputed by the governor, for which a fee of 
twenty shillings must be paid to the governor. Tlie power 
of induction, upon prcsentaticn of ministers, is also in the 
governor. 

« In the year 1642, when the sectaries began to spread 
themselves so much in England, the assembly made a law 
against them, to prevent their preaching and propagating 
their doctrines in that colony. They admitted none to preach 
in their churches, but ministers ordained by some reverend 
bishop of the church of England ; and the governor for the 
time being, as the most suitable public person among them» 
was left sole judge of the certificates of such ordination, an4 
so he has continued ever since. 

§ 39 The only thing I have heard the clergy complain of 
(here, is what they call precariousness in their livings; that 
is, they have not inductions generally, and therefore are not 
entitled to a freehold ; but are liable, without tri tl or crime 
alledged, to be put out of the vestry : and though some have 
prevailed with their vestries, to present them for induction, 
yet the greater number of the ministers have no induction^ 
but are entertained by agreements with their vestries ; yet 
are they very rarely turned out, without some great provo- 
cation ; and then, if they have not been al)ominably scanda* 
lous, they immediately get other parishes. For there is no 
benefice whatsoever in that country that remains without a 
niidister if they can get one, and no qualified minister cvop 
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f et rclumcti froai that country for want of preferment. They Appym>rx> 
hare sevleral vacant parishes. 



Concerning the College. 

*« § 40. The college, as has been hinted, was founded by 
their late majesties, king William and queen Mary, of happy 
memory, in the year 1692. Towards the founding of which 
Ihey gave 1985/. 14». lOrf. They gave moreover,iowards the 
endowment of it, 20,000 acres of land, the revenue of one 
penny per- pound on tobacco, exported to the plantations 
from Virginia and Maryland ; and the surveyor general's 
place of the colony, then void, and appointed them a bur- 
gess to represent them in the assemblies. The land hitherto 
has yielded little or no profit ; the duty of one penny per 
pound brings in about two hundred pounds a year ; and the 
surveyor general's place about fifty pounds a year. To which 
the assembly had added a duty on skins and furs exported, 
worth about an hundred pounds a year. 

^*§ 4 1 . By the same charter likewise, their majesties grant* 
«d a power to certain gentlemen, and the survivors of them, 
as tmstees, to build and establish the college, by the name 
of William and Mary College ; to consist of a president and 
six masters or professors, and an hundred scholars, more or 
less, graduates or non-graduates ; enabling the said trustees, 
as a body corporate, to enjoy annuity spiritual and temporal," 
of the value of two thousand pounds sterling per annum ; 
with proviso to convert it to the building and adorning the 
college ; and then to make over the remainder to the presi- 
dent and masters, and their successors : who are likewise to 
become a corporation, arid be enabled to purchase and hold 
to the value of two thousand pounds a year but no rriore. 

*'* § 42. The persons named in the charter for trustees arc 
made governors and visitors of the college, and to have a 
perpetual succession, by the name of governors and visitors, 
with power to fill up their own vacancies, happening by the 
death or removal of any of them. Their complete number 
may be eighteen, but not to exceed twenty, of which one is 
to be the rector, and annually chosen by themselves, on the 
first Monday after the 25th of March » 

** These have the nomination of the president and mas- 
ters of the college, and all other officers belonging to it ; and 
the power of making statutes and ordinances, for the better 
rule and government thereof. 

*' § 43. The building is to consist of a quadrangle, two 
sides of which arc not yet carried up. In this part are con- 
tained all conveniences of cooking, brewing, baking, &c. 
apd convenient r« >ms for the reception of the president and 
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ATPtvifix. masiers, with many more scholars than are as yet cOme td 
it ; in this part are also the hall and school room. 

** § 44. The college was intended to be an entire square) 
when finished ; two sides of this were finished in the latter 
end of governbr Nicholson's time, and the inasters ahd 
scholars, with the necessary hotlse*keepcrs and' servam^^ 
Were Set led in it, and so continued, till the first year of go^ 
Vemor Nott*s time, in which it happened* to be burnt (no4 
body knows how) down to the ground, and i^ery little saved 
that was in it, the fire breaking out about ten o^tlock at 
night, in a public time. 

*• The governor and all the^entlfemen that were in town, 
came up to the lamentable spectacle, many getting out of 
their buds. But the fire had got such power befbre it was 
discovered, and was so fierce, that there was no hopes of 
putting a stop to it, and' therefore no attempts made to that 
end. 

" In this condition it lajr till tHfc arrival of colonel Spots- 
wood, their present governor, in whose time it was raised 
the same bigness as before, and settled. 

" Thkre had been a donation of large sums of nioney, 
by the honorable Robert Boyfc, esqr. to this college, for the 
education of Indian children therein, tn order to make use 
of this they had formerly brought half a dozen captive Indianr 
children slaves and put them into the college ; tins methorf 
did not satisfy this governor, as not answering the intent of 
the donor, so to «irork be goes among the tributary and other 
neighboring Indians, and in a short time brought them to 
fiend thtir children to be educated, and bh>ught new nations^ 
some of which lived four hundred nriles off, taking their 
children for hostages and education equally, at the same 
time setting up a school in the frontiers convenient to the 
Indians, that they might often see their children under the 
first managements, where they learnt to read, paying fifty 
pounds per annum out of his own pocket to the school mas* 
tcr there, after which thiey were brought to the coflege^ 
where they were taught till they grew big Enough for thtrir 
hunting and other exercises, at which time they were return* 
ed homC) and smaller taken in their stead. 

Of the Militia in Virginia. 
" 5 *5. The militia are the only standmg forces in Vir- 
ginia. They are happy in the enjoyment of an everiasting 
peace, which their poverty and want of toWnssecure to them. 
They have the Indians round about in subjection, and' have 
no sort of apprehension for them : and for a foreign enemy, 
it can never be worth their while to carry troops sufficient ta 
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conquer the cqBOtiy ; and the scaltering HBiethod oP their Atftig»i». 
s^lenunt vi\k\ not answer ihc charge of 9q expedk^n to ■ " ■ ' ' *- 
plunder them : so that they bdk none but the. distant effect 
of war ; which, however keep them spi poor tl^t they can 
bbasit of nothing but the security of pe;rsQns s^jDd- habitations. 
" 46. The governor is lieutenant-general bx hU comir 
Hussion, and in each county does apppint the colonelf {leute- 
nant*coloneli) and major, who have under ihena captainsy and 
(Aherjcorainisaioned and subahem ofikers. 

« Every freeman, (by \yhich denoroiination they call aH^ 
but indented or bought servants) from^ sixteen to sixty years 
of age, fa listed in the militia ; which by a law is to be mus- 
tered in 9 general muster for each county, once a ycar^ and 
in single troops and companies four times more at the least : 
most people there are skilful in the use of fiire arms, being 
all their lives accustomed to shoot in the voods. This, to- 
gether with a little exercising, would soon naal^e the militia 
useful. 

« $ 47. The exact number of the militia ia »ot now known* 
there not being any account of th^e number of late years, but 
I guess them at this time to be about eighteen thousand 
effective men in all. 

Am> whereas, by the practice of former times^ Upoa 
thi^ n^ilitia law, several people were obliged to travel some- 
times thirty or forty miles, to a private muster of a troop * 
or conipany, which was very burdensome to some more than 
others, to answer only the same duly ; • this governor? just 
and regular in all his conduct, and experienced to put his 
desires in dividing execution, so contrived, by dividing the 
counties into several cantons or military districts^ forming 
the troopaand companies to each canton, and appointing the 
xiuster fields in the centre of each, that now throughout the 
whole country none are obliged to travel above ten miles to 
a private muster, and yet the law put io^-due ex^ution. 

" § 48. Instead of the soldiers they kept formerly in forts> 
and 6f the others after them by the name of rangers, to scour 
the frontiers clear of the Indian enemyii they have by law 
^ appdnted the militia to march out upon such occasionst 
under the command of the ctiief officer of the county, where 
any incursion shall be notified. And if they, upon such ex» 
pedition, remain in arms three days and upwards, they are 
then entitled to the pay for the whole tiflae ; but if it prove 
a false alarm, and they have no occasion to condnue out ao 
long, they can demand nothing. 

. « § 49. The number of soldiers in each tr^op of light 
borse are from thirty to sixty, as the convenience of the can- 
Append* vol. ij« C 
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ATvKvbtt. ton wit! admit \ and in a company of foot about ikf or sixt^^ 
^^ssssassi ^ liiQQp 0p company may be ^ together at a day's warning. 

Ofthit Servunea and Slaves in Virginia, 

^ $ to. ThbIr servants they distinguish by the names of 
ilaves for life, and servants for a time. 

^ Slaves arc the negroes^ and their posterity, following 
the condition of the mother, according to the maatim, firetus 
' nequUur ventrem. They are called slaves in respect of the 

time of their servitude, because it is for life. 

** Servants are those, which serve only for a few years» 
according to the time of their indenture, or the custom of the 
country. The custom of the country takes place upon such 
as have no indentures. The law in this case is, that if such 
servants be under nineteen years of age, they must i)e brought 
into court, to hear their age adjudged ; and from the age 
they are judged to be of, they must serve until they reach 
four and twenty: but if they be judged upwards of nineteen, 
they are then only to be servants for tlie term of five years. 

<< $ 51. The male servants and slaves of both sexes, are 
employed together in tilling and manuring the ground, in 
, sowing and planting tobacco, com, &c. Some distinction, in- 
deed, is made between them in their clothes and food ; but 
the work of both is no other than what the overseers, the 
freemen, and the planters themselves do. 

** Sufficient distinction is also made between the female 
servants and slaves : for a white woman is rarely or never 
jput to work in the ground, if she be godd for any thing else. 
And to discourage all planters from using any women so, 
their law makes female servants working in the ground tith- 
ables, while it sufRsrs all other white women to be absolutely 
exempted t whereas, on the other hand, it is a common 
thing to work a woman slave out of doors 5 nor does the law 
niake any distinction in her taxes, whether her work be 
abroad or at home,. 

<* J 52. Because I liave heard how strangely cruel and 
severe the service of this country is represented in some parts 
of England } I can't forbear affirming, that the work of their 
servants and slaves is no otl>cr than what every common 
freeman does. 

Other offi* ^^ $ ^' Besides the governor and council aforementioned 

^Y$, there are three other general officers in that colony, bearing 

his majesty's immediate commission, viz. the auditor of the 

revenue, the receiver general of it, and the secretary of state. 

** The auditor's business is to audit the accounts of the 

-public money of the government^ and duly lo transmit tte 
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iMe of tlu^m to Englaikl ; suqh at the quil-ftptt, Uie money Avwv oix« 
arising by the two shiltings per hogshead, fort dqtiesy ihq "rn r'"Tra 
fines and forfeitures, and the pirofitpj escheats and rights d 
land* His salary is six per cent. 

w The present receiver-general is James Roscow, esqr. 

«< The secretary ^ business is to keep the public records 
of the country, and to take care that they be regularly and 
fairly made up ; namely, all judgments of the general courts 
as lilseTvise all deeds and other writings there proved ; and 
farthei*! ^o issue all writs, both ministerial and judicial, relatr 
ing thereto. To make but and record all patents for landsi 
and to t^ the return of all inquests of escheats. 

{^. In this office is kept a register qf all commissions of ad<r 
U^inistration, and probates of wills, granted throughout the 
colony ; as also of all births, burials, marriages, and persons 
that go out of the country ; of all houses of public entertain* 
ment, and of all public officers in the country; and of ;nany 
ether things proper to be kept in so general an office. 

^ Fbom this office are likewise issued all writs for choos* 
ing of burgesses, and in it fire filed authentic copies of all 
proclamations. 

« The present secretary is Thomas Picket, esqr. 

<( The secretary's income arises from fe^es for all business 
done in his office, which come (communibtifi^ anrdaj to aboiut 
70,000 lbs. tobacco per annum ; out of which he pays 12,500 
and cash to the clerks; his own perquisites prpce^d outojT 
the acknowledgments paid him annually by the count]^ clerks^ 
and are besides abqut 40,000 lbs. of tobacco and caah^i 

M § 9. There aretwo other general officers in the country^^ 
%rho do not receive their commission and authority immedir 
ately from the crown ; and these are, 1st, The ecclesiastical 
commission, viz. the reverend James Blair, authorised by the 
right reverend father in God, the lord bishop of London, or- 
dinary of all the plantations : 2d, The country's treasurer, 
▼iz. the honorable Peter Beverley, e|iqr. authorised by the 
general assembly. 

(^ The commissary's business is to make visitations of 
churches, and have the inspection of clergy. He is allowed 
one hundred pounds per annum, out of the quit-rents. 

M The treasurer's business is to receive the money from 
the several collectors, and to mak^ up the accounts of the 
duties raised by some late acts of assembly, for extraoidinary 
occasions: his salary is six per cent, of all money passing 
through his hands. 

<<^ These are all the general officers belonging to that go* 
vemment) except the court pf admiralty^ which has tl^ 
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^ $ It). TiK other puWok toiiniuBtioii ofBoen iii the 90^ 
TerDfnent,(except tbo^e of the nnliu% whicti hai^bedi inen^ 
tioneil) ».nc ««khe«im^ haftti officers^ colltntora, «)erkar of 
•euitt, shefiilii of tolin(leO| lonreyxnv of land, and eoroii«H. 

^ Tut escheaton have their {Mrcckicts or bornida^ aecord^ 
i^Xt> ttie aeteral necks ttf land : for their profit* they de^ 
UMD^^five pounds for eath inquest^idceii) being paid rsoif tm 
Ihiivness hap^ns. 

«< Tmi naval offlbeiv have theit ixmAds acbbrdhig to thclsi 
districts on tlve tivtrs» and vd havte the o^kctors. The [>rdfit« 
^ tkt firitt attae from lange fees, upcm the entering and dear- 
injg of aUahipb and vessels. The collectors have eadi a teitar^r 
DM of tbt ttewary m England of forty pounds, sixty pvHiodS) 
x» an imftdittd pounds^ according to their veVeral diatricts^ 
Uity be^l^ appoiinied by the ftionoraMe commissioners of the 
customs 1^ England, pursuant to the statute made in th« 
tir«nly fifth year cjf king Charles the second ; and have more* 
^fVe^aalaf^a oC liventy per cent, on ail the duties they col^ 
lecl, by virtue of the same statute, and also large iees for 
every ent«ry atiddearing, 

« Tnt naval officers' other profits are ten per cent. fo4*all 
tht in«ney by th^m received ; both on the 4wo ahiiiings per 
fio^iheatS p<>rt duties, skins and itirs^ and also on the nev^ 
impels, on Servants and liquors, when Such duty is in being« 

t( TttS derksof couna, sheriffs^ and surveyors, are limited 
according to the several c^Hiaiie^ The clerks of courts f^ 
^ive theit" commi5sk)As from the secretary of statk$ the 
aheriffs theii*s fttim the governor, and the surveyors bf lahd 
theirs tro^ the governors of the college^ in whom the office 
ofsurVeyor-geheral is vested i>y their civai^ter. 

«( Tb£ (jerks' profits proceed from stated fees, upon i^ 
law suits and business in their i-espectivh courts, except the 
clerk of the general court, who is paid a salary by the se* 
cretary, and takes the iees of that court to himself. 

^ Titi: shtrii^'s profit is likewise by fees on nil bnsin&ss 
<9one in the coimty courts^ to which he is the mmi^iemd 
officer, and not judge of the county eourt, as liir. Ohl« 
mixon stiles him, puge ^89 ; but the best of his iocdtfie isby 
a salary bf all public tobacto, which is cdnstanUy put into the 
aherilP's handS) to be Collected and put into himdl^% conve- 
nient fbr the mak'ket. lie has. likewise several ^ther adva»» 
tages, which make his place very profitable. 

^ TfiE profits >3£ the surveyors of lands are according to 
the trouble they take ; their fe^ being proportiontd 4d tkt 
awrveys they make, . 
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Kfe «3t wbrth ntMitng^ tiiough he ii*s tei^jfe feti ailowttd Mm ' ^ 

when tt floes my imsmesB. Tivere nne two or maH^ of Utem 
4t|aipotnteil in eith pamh^ as oecanon re^iits*; but in tlvt 
vacMicy or iU>senee of an^) iiq^ «n cxf^ltncf) Hie 1^ 
of fyeoce tkjcs the bntineat) «nd it^idves tte fee, which is oiW^ 
hvlKired mnd thirty thf^ fXyotxlB bf Mweco for coi inqoevt on 
a yictii totfm^ «hy othter busintsfe seMom iaUh^^ in hit #fty% 
«« $ i 1 . Tiisiik bue otiitr ministerial officers, thUt have no 
^wncimission ; wiiich ate survey bri of the lug^h ways^ cortiui* 
Uesj tnd itetdborou^. These are a|>potntecK rttieved and 
altered annoitlly by the county toortSf as they see beci^don i 
4md such bounds are given them as those cOtorte tttti^ most 
convenient. 

«<$ 12 There are five sorts of stAhding ]kiblic reVenneS 
tn tiiat eoumry, vi2. ist^ A rent reserved by the erowh VifK)n 
all lands ^utni ; 2d) a rev^ite granted totife majesty by act 
of assembly, Ibr the snpfiort and maintenance of the ^vemf 
menti 3d, a revenue raised by the atisembly, and kept in 
their own disposal^ for txtraovdinary occasions; 4th, a iTeve^ 
nue raised by the assembly, and granted to the colleg;e ; and 
6ihj a revenue raised by act of pariianient hi Engiand upon 
Vxit tiiade thet«. 

<< § 13. Ut, The rent reserved \ipontht lands is called hh 
tiiajesty's revemue of q^iH-'Vents^aad is two shillings fotevtsry 
bundn^ acres of land patented by any peison in thatoduntry, 
and twopence per acre for all lands found to escheat ; this is 
paid into the treasury there by all except the inhabitanci of 
Che Northern Neck, who pay toothing to the king $ but tbte 
Vfhole quit-rent of the neck is piiid to certain pi*oprieu>rs of 
the lord Culpepper's family, who have the possession theitof 
to tikemselvesi upon the pretensions befot% rehearsed in thi 
first part of the book. 

«« Thb revenue has been upwards i^fifleen hundred pounds 
41 yearv since tobacco has held a good price; It is lodged \% 
hift recetver-general^ hands, to be disponed of by his ma- 
jmf. Thbi money \% \tk in bank there to be made use of 
«>pon any siudden and dangeiibus emergency, eacept when it 
is called home to England. And for want af such a bank Hit 
WilHam Berkeley was not able to make any stand against 
Bacon, wliom otherwise he might easily have subdued, and 
^Mse<|uently have prevented above loa,000/. expence to the 
crown of England, to pacify those troubles. 

««) 14. 8d^ Tae revenue granted to his majesty by actdf 
assembly, for the support and msuntenance of the govern^ 
inent, arisos, 1 ift, out of a duty of two shiJUngs per hogshead, 
which is paid for every hogshead of tobacco exported out of 
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AjnmwDiT. thttcolotiyi 3d| by a rate of fifteen pence pev ton Ib^r dveif^ 
^ 8hip9 upon each retorn of her voyage, whelher she be emptf 
or full ; Sdt by a duty of six pence per poll, for every pasaien* 
ger, bond or free^ going inio that country to remain ; 4ilit 
by the fines and forfeitures imposed by several acts of assetn* 
bly. There is als% an addition upon wafts and strays liav^ng^ 
no owner, compost uon of two pence per acre for escheated 
land, cbattks escheated, and the sale of land instead of righta, 
at five shillings per right : all which are paid into the iiaiid» 
of (he receiver-general, and dispo^ of fay the governor and 
council, (with liberty for the assembly to inspect the ac-^ 
counts when they meet) for defying the public chaises of 
the government. 

« The revenue, eommurdbuM amUy amounts to more tbim 
three thousand pounds a year. 

«« $ 15. 3d, Ths revenue arising by act of asaemblyt aiid 
reserved to their own disposal, is of two sorts, viz. a duty 
upon liquors imported from the neighbouring pUntations^ 
and a duty upon al^ slaves and servapis imported, except 
English. ' 

«( The duty on liquors used to be four pence per gaUon, 
on all wines, rum, and brandy ; and one penny per gallon 
upon beer, c)rder, and other liquors, discounting twenty per 
cent upon the invoice, except oats. 

^ The (luty on servanu ap4 slaves used to be twenty shilt 
lings for each servant, not being a native of England or 
Wales, and five pounds for each slave or negro. 

" The former of these duties amounts, c<^Bmumhu9 unnU^ 
to six hundred pounds a year, an4 the Iq^tter to more or 1qss» 
as the negro ships happen to arrive. 

M The charge of kmilding and adorning the governor's 
house and capitol wns defrayed by tbc^e dvtieH and so was: 
the erecting of the public prison, 

(<Thb funds are gathered into the hands of the treasurer 
of the country, and are disposed of only by order of assembly^ 

^ $ 16. 4th, The revenue raised by the assembly, and 
granted to the college, is a duty on all skins and furs export- 
ed. This fund raised about an hundred pounds a year, aod ia 
paid by the collectors to the college treasurer. 

^ $ 17. 5th, and last, The fund raised by act of parliament 
in flogland upon the trade there, is a duty of one penny per 
pound upon all tobacco exported to the plantations, and not 
arrived directly to England. This duty was laid by statute 
25, Car. 2, cap. 7, and granted to tlie king and bis successors ; 
and by their gracious majesties, king William and queen 
l^aiy, it was.given to the college. This duty doe* not rais^ 
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ftoith In VtrginilB atid Marykncl, above two hundred potindft AppEWBija. 
m jrcar* and is accounted for to the colleg^c treasurer. ^sssssmOB 

** § 18. They have but two ways of raising money publicly 
in that country, Viz by duties upon trade, and a poll taX^ 
which they call levies. Of the duties upon trade I have spo* 
ken sufficiently in the preceedinp: chapter. I come therefor© 
now to speak of the levies, which are a certain rate or pro- 
portion of tobacco charged upon the head of every tithabi» 
person in the couptry, upon all alike, without distinction. 

^ They call all negroes, about sixteen years of age, titha'^ 
Able, be they male or femde ; and all white men of the sam» 
age. But children and white women are exempted from all 
manner of duties. 

** That a true account of all. these tithab^e persons may 
be had, they are annually listed in crop time, by the justicet ' 

of each county respectively ; and the masters of families are 
obliged, under great penalties, then to deliver to those jus- 
tices a true list of all the tit)iable persons in their families. 
Their levies are threefold, viz. public, county, and ^larish levies. 

** § 19, PtJSLic levies are such as are proportioned and 
laid equally by the general assembly, upon every tithable 
person throughout the whole colony. These serve to defray 
several expences appointed by law to be so defrayed ; such 
as the executing of a criminal slave^ who must be made 
good to his owner; the taking up of runaways; and the 
paying of miUtia when they happen to be employed upon 
the service. Out of these are likewise paid the several offi- 
cers of the assembl]^ and some other public officers They 
&rther defray the charge of the writs for the meeting of the 
house of burgesses, public expences, and such like. 

<( The authority for levying this rate is given by a short 
act of assembly, constantly prepared for that purpose. 

M § 20. The county levies are such as are peculiar to 
•ach county, and laid by the justices upon all tithable per- 
sons, for defraying the charge of their counties : such as the 
building and repairing the court-houses, prisons, pillories, 
stocks, Sec. and the payment of all services rendered to the 
county in general. 

** § 21. The parish levies are laid by the vestry, for the 
payment of all charges incident to the several parishes, such 
as the building, furnishing, and adorning their churches and 
chapels; huyirg glebes, and l;>uilding upon them; paying 
their ministers, readers, qlerks, and sextons. ! 

^ § 5. The country is divided into twenty nine counties, Divisions: 
and the counties as they are in bigness, into fewer or more 
parishesi as they are iilied with inhabitants. 
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Awwp wg. *^ TsB mttiiod of bouodliiH; the manties is M tbtt ti«M 
with respect to the convenience of hamg each county tivitt* 
ed to one single river for its trade and shipping ; so that taij 
aUcj whose concerns are altogether in one count^i:, tn^f nol 
be ohitged to seek his freight «nd shipi^ng in moi-ethan one 
riiter. Whereas at first Ibejr were faniunded with respect to 
the ^euki and the propinquity of the extremes to one com* 
non centre ; by which means one ccHinty reached then qr.ite 
across a neck of hmd, from river to river. But this way of 
bounding the counties being found more inconvenient than 
the other, it was changed by a law into what it now is. 

<< Besides this division into counties and parishes, the^ 
are two other subdivisions which are sublet to the rules 
and alterations mad^ by the county courts, namely, into pre* 
cincts or boroughs, for the limits of constables ; and into 
inducts or walks, for the surveyors of highways. 

^ $ 6. There is another division of the country into necks 
of land, which are the boundaries of the escheators vis. 

^ 1. The Northern Neck between Potomac and Rappahsiv 
nock rivers : this is the proprietary in the lord Culpepper*s 
^mily. 

^ 3. The neck between Rappah^mnock and York riverst 
within which Pamunkey Neck is included. 

♦« S. The neck between York and lames rivers. 
^ 4. The lands on the south side James river. 
<< 5. The land on the eastern shore : in all five divisiopsy 
each of which has its particular escheat master. 

*^iN the Northern Neck a re contained six counties, \ . Lan« 
caster, viz. in which are two parishes, namely, Christ. 
Church, and St. Mary -White-Chapel. 2. Northuraberlandy 
two parishes* viz. Fairfield and Boutrary, and Wiccoco- 
moco. 3. Westmoreland, two parishes, vjz. Copely and 
Washington. 4. Siandfbrd, two parishes, viz. St. Paul and 
Overworton. S, Richmond, one parish, viz. North»Farn« 
ham. and part of another, viz. Sittenbum. 6. King George 
county one parish, named Hanover, the other part of ^« 
tenbum. 

•* In the neck between Rappahannock and York Rivers 
are contained six other counties, viz. I.Gloucester, in which 
are four parishes, viz. Pesso, Abingdon, Ware and King- 
ston. 2. Middlesex, only one parish, viz. Christ Church. 
$. King and Queen, two paiishes, viz. Strattoo Major, Si. 
Stephens. 4. King William, two parishes, viz. St. John'i 
and St. Margaret's. 5. Essex, three parishes, viz. South 
Famham, St. Anne, St. Mary's. 6. Spotsylvania, oie par* 
ish, vis. St George. 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



^i^ the Iftck bctwfeeh Totk duel Jwmc!! rttcrti, iheie are ki^t^iitii 
seven counties and part of one eighth ; the seven entYiD 
lioiRttie^ afCi 1. Elizabeth City, fn which is only one parish 
named also Elizabeth City Parish. 2. The Warwick, hi 
^hlch are two parishes, viz Denby, Mulberry Island, i. 
Ycrrk, hi whrdi arti two p^iihes, viz. Chrfrles and York- 
Hampton ; and part of a third called 6ralfli^on» 4; James city 
in which are three parishes, and part of two bther^, viz. 
Jamtti eity, part 6f Wllmingtori, Merchant's-Uundred, 
amf the othet half Boctmi. 5. New-Kettt, tWo Parishes, vi^r. 
Blisland and St. Peter's. 6. Charles City, two parishes* 
tiz. tVtsterti and part of Wrlhiingtbn. 7, HanoVtf, one 
iwriih, viz. 9t. Pauf s, and ^. Part of Henricb county, oii 
the h6nh side James river, by wfiich riter thfe parisheii 
are so divided, there beihg two parishes in ^he whole couft- 
ty, vi^ Henrico and St. James, and part of a third called 
Bristol. 

**ONthe soiitii side laftifes river ar^ itrefi cwtfntiei, and 
the Other pan of henrico: the seven counties be^nning at 
the Bayj as 1 have done in all the rest, ai-e, t\r, l. Princess 
Ann, in which is but one parish, namefy liyrthaveA. 2. 
Ndrfolk, also otie parish, called tlis^abeth Rivef. 3. Nan- 
temond, in which a^ three parishes, viz. Lowet parish, up- 
per-parish, Chickabec. 4. Isle 6f Wight, ih which are 
two parishes, viz. Warwick, Squeeke-bay, and Newport. 5. 
Sccnyj two t:feirishes, Lyon's cfeek. South wark. 6. Prince- 
George,' in Which is ohe parish, viz. Martin Brandon, and 
the other part of Bristol parish in Henrico. T. Brunswickf 
a new county constituted towards the southern pass of the 
, moutitains, on piirpose that by extraordinary encouragements, 
the settlements may send up that way first, as is given afsd 
t0 Spotsylvania county for the northern pass. It is mad¥ 
one parish by the name of St. Andrew. 

" On the eastern shore, that is on the east iiie of the great 
bay of Chesapeak, the plac^ to whirh sir WlHiam Berkley 
retired in the rebellion, withbut withdrawing from the go- 
temmetit, (as mr Oldmi^ton declares he did) are two coun- 
ties, t. Northampton, having one parish named Hungers, 
3. Accomac having one parish also named Accomac. 
• « Ih all there are at present twenty-nine counties, and fif^ 
ty^four parishes. 

" § f. triKRE is yet another ditisfon of the comitry intd 
districts, according to the rivers, with respect to the ship-' 
ping and narrgation^ These are the bounds appointed for 
the naval officers, and collectors of the public duties, an4 
ire as follows i 

Append, vol. ir. ^ 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



nxfi APPENDti* 

Appenpik, .« 1. The upptt parts of James river, from Hog island 
•^-=^= upwanls. 

" 2. The lower parts of James river, from Hog island 
downwards to the capes, and round Point Comfort, to Black** 
river. 

« 3. York, Poquoson, Mobjac-bay, and Pieankitank-riveft 

" 4. Rappahannoc-river. 

** 5. potomac-rivke. 

« 6. PocoMOKE, and the other parts on the eastern, made 
formerly two districts ; but they are now united into one.* 

• ^— 

tndianSb " Thu Indians of Virginia are almost wasted, but such 

towns, or people as retain their hames, and live in bodies, are 
hereunder set down ; all which together cati*t raise five hun- 
dred fighting men. They live poorly and much in fear of 
the neighboring Indians. Each town^ by the articles pf peaces 
1677, pays three Itidian arrows for their land, and twenty 
beaver skins for protection every year* 

*' In Accomac are eight towns, viz : 
/< MATOMKtN is much decreased of late by the stnall pox^ 
that was carried thither. 

" GtNGOTEqvft. The few remains of this town are join* 
cd with a nation of the Maryland Indians. 

<* KiEquotank is reduced to very few men* 
' " M ATCHOPUNGO has a small number yet living. 

" OccAEANoc has a small nifmber yet living. 

»« PoNGOTEQUE. Governed by a queen, but a small na* 
tion. 

** OAtiANcdc has but fi)ur or five families. 

"CHifcoNEssEx has very few, who just keep the name* 

" Nanduge. a seat of the empress. Not above twen- 
ty families, but she hath all the nations of this shore undef 
tribute. 

« Ik Northampton; Gangasco, which is almost as name* 
ix)us as all the foregoing nations put toj^ther. 

" In Prince George, Wyanoke is extinct. 

" In Charles city, Appomattox extinct. . 

" In Surrey. Noltowayes, which are above a hundred 
bow men, of late a thriving and encreasing people. 

« By Nansemond. Menhecring has about thirty bow-men^ 
who keep at a stand. 

« Nai^samend. About thirty bow-men. They have iif* 
creased ntijch of late. 

« In King William*s county, two. Pamaunkie, has about 
forty bow-men, who decrease. 

"Chickahomonie, which had about sixteen bow-men^ 
but lately encreascd. 
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'<^Ih Essex. RappahannoC) extinct. Ait^PNpix. 

** In Richmond. Port-Tobago, extinct. i L^.'^I n 

•* In Northumberland, Wiccomocco, has but fevy mei\ 
livin^^ which yet keep up their kingdom, and retain their 
fashion f yet live by themselves, separate from all other In- 
dians, and from the English."* 



The exports of the colony, during the first thirty years,, Comwerc^ 
ircre confined exclusively totobaceo; but soon as the price 
of this article fell from three shillings and six pence the 
pound, to twenty shillings the hundred weight, the necessity 
q£ the people sought other sources of wealth. A trade was 
opened by several enterprizing individuals with the Indians 
at the head of the bay, with those on their frontiers, and the 
roving warriors of the Six Nations. The skins of the deer, 
the elk« and bu^loe ; together with the furs of the otter, the 
hare, the foxj the musk rat, and (he beaver, were procured 
in exchange for rum, hatchets, blankets, &C' &e. 

T^Es^ people,, partly cured of the rage for making tOr 
baccQ by the alarming depreciation, turned their attention to 
the more t^seful culture of English grain and Indian cprn ; 
and were in a short time able to raise abundantly more than 
sufficient for the home consumption. The surplus became a 
new item for exportation, and was' either disposed of to the 
traders of Maryland^ Carolina, New-York and New-England, 
QT directly ifith the mother country. 

The enterpri^ee of individuals had even induced them to 
carry on a trade in open boats with Qanada. The ardor andl 
adventurous spirit of the colonists, even so early as I632j^ 
rnay be collected from m order of council forbidding any 
boat under ten tons and a iQ[ush deck, fitted with grating or 
tarpauling, to trade with Canada. 

Premiums were awarded tq the owners of Virginia built 
vessels, and to the inventors of every useful discovery ; but 
notwithstanding the alarming depreciation in their staple, 
and the attention of government to commerce and manufac-^ 
ture, tobaccQ still continued to be the principial article of ex« 
Change with Britain ; and an immense proportion of the 
ships that traded with Virginiq^ were wholly freighted with 
this commodity. 

Even under all these unfavorable circumstances, the trade > 

<if Virginia would have been considerable, but for the restric-p 
tions imposed by the British parliament. Thes^ restrictions 
were, first a monbpoly of the staple commodity by the king. 



Severle}. 
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J^fT^nj^ix. or fermert appointed by hiio. M if th\k bad been insiilfiMaii 
^fi**s*""^ air William Berkelejr vas jqsirucCed ^y his cowtnission to 
take a bond from the masters of every vesseU that sailed from 
Vir$;iniat to land his cargo in aome part of the kiug*s domi- 
Dions in Europe. The pnlinarice of 1650,pi*ohibUing forti^o 
■hips to enter her portSy was merely the prelude to two acta 
of the commoowealthi one of which expressly prohibited any 
kind of commercial intercourse between the coloqiea and 
other states ; the o^her enjoined, that no pMuction of Asiait, 
Africa, or America ahould be ipaponed into any of the do- 
xninions of t^ commonwe^th b^c ifi vessela belonging to 
]^gli^h owners, or to people of the polo^ie^ settled there^ 
^od navigated by an English cQipq)ander> a^ by crews of 
which the greater part mustt be Englishtnen. 

T^E people of Virginia calculated h^gh^y pn the opinion 
of their loyally, after the restoration? for an, abatement or re-, 
moval of those restraints; but the po^cy of Cromwell and 
the commonwealth were adopted by the king and parliament 
to their fullest extent ; and as iC even these wcw not suBgcicnt» 
the celebrated pavigation act was pa9sed* By this, inadditioou 
to the former reguUtiops, it yras enacted, h that none bHt ^^^ 
lura^ borp subjects, or aucti as hi^ve been paturalized» shall 
^xercise the occupation of merct^ant or (actor in any Ei^lisb 
aettlemen^ under pain of forfeiting their goods and ^hatteU; 
that no sugar, tobacco, cotton,iw^, indigo, |;inger, or wooda^ 
used in dying, of the growth or manufacture of the colonies 
^ixaW be shipped fro];i^ them to any othei counu;y hut Eng- 
land ; and in order to aecure the perforn^ance of tbia, a suf». 
fici^nt bond y^ith one SMrety shall be given by the ow«er^ 
h^iori^ sailing, for a i^pe^ific sum^ pi^oportional tp the rateL 
/ of the vessel eip ployed by them.*' TIpie articles specified, in 
the language of the act ^^ ter^d enun^rated commocliUeSf 
jM^dt a^s indpsiry in its progress furni^shed new articles of va<» 
luei these have successively been ^dd^ ^n th^ ^li^ an^ ^nt^ 
iected to the same restraints* 

Aif extension of the navigation actt ^ short tin;>c after, prof. 
hibitc^ the importation of any European coijnmodity intq^ 
the colonies, but vfhat was lad^n in England^ in vessela navip 
gated and manned as the aut of navigation required, i^ 
was openly avowed in this act, that the object and intend of 
these regulations wa;i to i^etain the coloniieft in former depen« 
deuct^ and mi,oce beneGcial and advantageous \o it by thQ 
further employment, and encrease of English shippers and 
$eametu as weU as in tbe vent of tlie English woUen and^ 
other manufactures and commodities, and in niaking Eng« 
^ai^ a suple, not only of the commodittes of those phmta^ 
^onst, but also of the commoditiea of other coij^ou^ii^^ aodl 
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Ai^£NDi& xxix: 

plaoeti fiif the tupftlying of them. In the pro$eeution of Appsndxx* 
those favorite scbe^es^ si^ys the hi^torianf from whom I p( ip- 
cipally copy this comnfiercial ^atemientf the Engli&h le§;is- 
i^ture procf;ede4 ^ step fanher. As the ^ot of navigation 
had le^ the people of the qolonies at (iberty to expoit the 
. e^umerate^ compoodities from on^ plantation to another^ 
without pfiying apy duty, th^t sub]e(::(ed them to a tax equi- 
valent (p wli^t was paid by the consumers pf those com- 
modities in Ef^gL^nd* 

It was pretended^that in return (or the formation and set- 
tlement of the colonies by the mother country, ail the fruitSi 
of future tckilx perseverance sind industry ought to be subject 
tAfeevere selfish and oppressive regulafioniil and the Uves and 
prpptrties and rights of ^ colonii&is were conceived of little 
account, compared with the aggrandisement and pride of tlie 
parent state, 

These regulations^ were in. operation during a greater 
part of the timcj embraced in the preceding narrative; and 
w« call easily imagine, what would be the state of commence 
when dogged with ao many monstroua restraints and mo- 
nopoli^; yet, it is asserted, that the trade of Virginia, so 
esM^ly as {\m rebellion, yielded one hundred thousand pounds 
per annum« clear revenue to the king, 

Xhk population of Virginia, experienced an astonishing Population, 
eacreasie, during this period. In 1624 the population 
^arcely e^tceeded two thousand souU. At the time of her 
surrender to the conumonwealth, she was supposed to con- 
t2un twenty ^ho^sand ; and at the close of Bacon's rebellion, 
the ealimate wpuld foil little short gf forty thousand. Pur* 
suii^g the nation pn either estimate, Virginia must have con- 
tain^ at least pne hundred thousand at the close of this period. 

Tas; military force, or more properly speaking, the mi- |l|:u*«-». 
- Utia, wa* composed of att those capable of bearing arm8% strength. 
Every manf^on^ id to. 60^ ^m* enroled on the muster lists s 
and with fewr exceptions, were liable to be called out into 
service. Their lo^g and dreadful cp^icts with the Indians, 
and the absolute neceaaity, which was imposed on them, of 
vigilance, cau|ipa» and preparation, made them brave and 
eitpert soldieis. \ strong military spiiit always prevailed , 
in the colony. The defence of sir Wiljiam Berkley, against 
the troops<>f t|he commonwtalthi displays a romahtio galian- 
ti^'. The ten^per and bravery of Bacon's soldiers afford 
an additional eyidence Osf this foct. Their incessant battles 
¥ith theifT ladiaci enemies place this matter beyond all ques- 
tion. 

Although, the planters of Virginia were probably jnfe^ 
rior to European trpo^ia, in grace and rapidity of evolutioni 
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Militaiy 
«pirit» 



Manufac< 



Atpkvdix. and certainly in tnilitaiy science, I very much question if they 
were not better parttzans than any of them ; they neyer 
itiade use of tents; but lay, whilst on service, on the bare 
earth ; they had to contend with enemies, who rarely gave 
quarter, and whose vigilance, cunning and dreadful valor 
made every precaution necessary : they had to march thro* 
thick woods with their provisions on their back, exposed eve* 
ty moment to the most imminent dangers. The heart free- 
zing tones of the war whoop were familiar to their ears, and 
the painted savage, with his tomahawk, glared on them from 
behind the trees as they passed. 

The standing forces of the colony, consisted of an officer 
and twenty men, Raised as a guard for the governor and as- 
sembly; and of between thirty and forty men, employed to gar- 
rison the forts at the heads of. the rivers. But these last 
were disbanded in the year 1676. The regular troops^ 
sent to suppress the rebellion, were almost immediately dis- 
banded. 

Th^ manufactures do not appear to have made much pro- 
gress during this period. We must not however, suppose 
&om the silence of our records and historians on this headt 
that they were wholly neglected. The suspension of inter- 
course with England during a considerable part of the civil 
war, and afterwards the depreciation of their staple, pre- 
vented a sufficient supply of tools, instruments and clothing 
from Britain ; and after the restoration their attention was 
strongly attracted to home manufactures, as well by their 
necessities as the encouragement of the assembly, and boun- 
ty offered by the king. But the zeal displayed in the outset 
for those projects gradually cooled, and if we except thc^ 
manufacture of coarse cloths, and uiipainted cotton, and the 
ordinary exercise of handicraft articles of primary necessi- 
ty ; nothing remained of that sounding list, prepared with so 
much labor by the king, and recommended by legislative pre-^ 
mium and royal bounty. The magnificent plans, for the man-^ 
ufacture of silk, of sdt, and of iron, had vanished^ pr ^e-. 
come so insignificant, that no mention is made of them. 

Ship building, as furnishing a bolder field for speculation 
and enterprize, and as better suited to the genius and cir- 
cumstances of the colony, became an object of more ardent 
and constant attention. A premium of 1 300 pounds of to- 
bacco was awarded by the assembly to the builders of ves- 
sels, not undei twenty six tons, and instances frequently oc- 
cur, where the reward was claimed. During' the rebellion 
of 13acon, several ships from 1 50 to 300 ions burdeii| werr 
owned by inhabitants of Virg'uua^ 



ShipbuH^- 
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LtTEnATURE was at the l6west ebb during tftis period. Amntpir; 
tJntil the year 1688 no mention is any where made irt the ^^^^^5 
records of schools^ or of any provision for the instruction of 
youth. During that year, there is an order of council to cot* 
lect the library sent over by the archbishop of London. The; 
collection was doubtless composed in a great measure of re« 
ligious works: the disputes ^oi angry churchroeni and the 
lat>or8 of heavy commentators. 

Thk uniformity, which prevailed in Virginia, must have 
been highly injurious to the expansion of mind, by discoun*. 
tenancing all doubt and disputation. Curiosity is the child of 
doubt ; but when the state assumes the right of thinking for 
its citizens, and punishes those, who dissent from the esta- 
blished tenets, how feeble are the opportunities of acquiring 
knowledge. After the year 1 650 some faint traces of tolera- 
tion appear. The sectaries, with the exception of papists^ 
were permitted, under certain restrictions, to celebrate the 
rights of their worship ; but they were too few in number 
compared with the people, and perhaps too much under the 
influence of fear, to startle belief, or raise curiosity by the 
ardor or constancy of opposition. Some circumstances, too, 
have appeared, which induce the propriety of qualifying 
what bus be^n said respecting the mildness of church go- 
vernment in Virginia. I am informed, that in the office of 
the county court of Princess Anne, there exists the record of 
the trial, condemnation, and execution, by fire, of a woman, 
on a charge of witchcraft ; and in all probability the case 
was not solitary. In 1705 a lawwasenacted against atheism. 
Its provisions, however, are not marked by any thing fero- 
cious or sanguinary, and the clergy had very early been re- 
garded with a jealousy, which checked their aspiring pre- 
tensions. 

The liberties of the colonists, as far as they depended on 
constitutions and conventions, were scanty and precarious, Political 
during a great part of this period ; but as they were practi- Uberties; 
cally enjoyed, they were ample and substantial : and they 
were principally indebted for them to their own spirit and 
intelligence. Not all their obsequiousness to sir William 
Berkeley ; not even their unfeigned respect and affection for 
his person and government, induced the slightest concession 
of their privileges. And when, at length, the sense of colo- 
nial grievances, added to the pressure of parliamentary re- 
strictions dissolved the charm, which bound them for so 
long a time to this extraordinary man, they displayed ia 
their resistance the same ardent and determined spirit bjr 
which they had ever been distinguished. 
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JtvrwE^ t. tnz price of com and other srtidks of food) dtirtfi^ tfils 
ig^^j^s* epoch, ▼«rWdeoiu(klerab]y9accordh*gt6cireumstances.Cdi^ 
ditiet* ^^ ^ mediuiiH sold irom ten t6 eighieen shtlHn^ the BtttreL 

A butt was worth seven hmndred pounds of tobatc^ or et^t 
pounds fifteen shillings. Poaitry would Mtldratt^ command 
a greater pricc) from the delaf s and difficohf of procoringf 
a stock ffom Europe, and the intonvenience of th^?r mutli^ 
plication amongst cultivators^ whoet whfile iKIefitidtv y^nm 
almost wholly engrossed in clearing the foreM for ctilt^- 
tion. A goose, dui^ng the adminrstratibft of HetTey^ t^ 
twenty snillings, and we should conclude, that otbef fb^W 
Were in proportion. 

Thk lates of ordinaries, estaUi^htd in 1 666^ by i\t Wm. 
Berkeley^ witt throw more light on this head than is to be 
collected from the rates of separate commodities. As these 
rates were stated to have been fixed) in order to prevent the 
extortion of keepers of taverns and eating houses, we shotild 
conclude they are lower than the previous charges. 

A meal lor a master, * • ,15 lbs. tobacco. 

Ditto for a servant, 

Lodging for either (per night) 

Spanish wines, per gallon, 

French do. 

Brandy, English spirits, or '> 
Virginia dram, J 

Hum, 

Beer, 

Cyder or perry, 
These two la^ ate stated to be rated proportionaffy higtia*,* 
in order to encourage the produce of the country. 

From the circumstances ofthecolony an horse must have 
been an animal at once rare and valuable. In the year fifty- 
mx the assembly oittenrd twothousand five imndred pounds 
of tobacco to be paid to Jt>hn Page, for a horse lost irt the ex-' 
pedition against the Rechahecrisms The compla'mt of Page?, 
and the wording of the order, show, that this stlm'Wtts not 
thought equal to that which the horse might have com* 
matided. If we estimate the tobacco at the market price only 
six years after, it Will amount to art Imndred pounds ; a^ pro- 
digious price, if we consider the rates tn Europe dtirtng this 
period. In the same year, on the petition of Richard' Nicho« 
las, it was ordered, ^ that sixteen hundred pounds of tobacctr 
be paid him, for the charges and cost he had been at in re* 
covering and finding a horse, which had been on the service 
in the same expedition." At the same time Richard Walker^ 
was ordered five hundred pounds of tobacco ^ for fidcKng 



H> 


do* 


* 5 


db^ 


lOs. dr K)(> 


dd. 


8s. or 80 


di>. 


l6s*or 160 


do* 


lOs or 100 


do. 


4s. or 40 


€a. 


is^^r 25 


do. 
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1^« 1ir>rseonicliry Jyponst^iui four hijuidiiid tHm^ifiim h^ Af9W9l 

fiMwd that of Kicha^d Cggki^too." 

A JkmoiiK wa» erected 4iirtQg thU p^od ov^ ChicliAliqft 
Vimy riyi;^» between tb^ cpumie^of New &^tt smu) Cb^rl^ 
City* 

'■' '^ " ■■ %nd E. Jennings ; auditors, Nathaniel Bficon an# 
^Vm. Bind: secrctarijMlqf ppunciUorof state; KemptFiq^, 
HartweUy Corker, LudweU, Spei^cef and Cole: cona^ia^ 
^riejit Temple and Blair; and ih«t cteii^of assen^blff Mi|^ 
^urwoodi ii. BaildvipH, Beverlei^» P^ge, and Beverley* 



xELAViifG to ram mission f^a pkmrutv^ 4* H^^ 

JRight Honorable^ 

A$ thf prtidenc(i of princel U iti notbipgmoi^ iVPfM^^ 

than in the choice of their ministers ; 99 his mt^eaty ma^T 

ing choice of, And tailing yonr honor to that high pla^i •fi^ 

d<t^ee pf tru»t, wherein you now ave, and we >hearti|y wi$l| 

yoti may long continue for the adVantagp^ of his n]i^eajty^^ 

4ominion8^ and increase of your own honor, doth cifi^^rlf; 

ievince that truth,ahd thenc^ it i*f thftt we{who arc a remotft 

(MUa vepy considerable part of the English nation^ if cop^i^ 

jfered either for the present revenue we bring to the coown* 

and advanuiges to the nation, by vending their manufacturesi 

employ ineni of shipping, and encreasing their trade, qr(br 

^hat may be reasonably ei^pected her^aH^r from so growing;^ 

% plantation) do by this, add^e^ ouraelves to your U>rdshipf 

1ii4th Uiia petition, that your lordship will consider our pre<v 

aisnt condition, and hear tho«e reason^, which w« have ord^r?i 

^ our agiHits, col. Francis Morrison* mr. secretary Lud^ 

well and nw^jor general Robert Smith, to present to you? 

lordship, why we are unwilling, and conpeiye ought no^ 

lo fHibiDit, to those, to whom his niajesty (upon mipinfofilift^ 

tion) hath granted the dominion over us, who do mos^cqn* 

tentcdly pay to his majesty m(M*« than we have o^r^lve^ 

ix our labov, and do wish, that we could yet be more ad* 

yantageou9 to the king and nation, for which we hop^ tQ 

find his majesty's most royal Wor and protection froii> 

auch impositions, a« will ruin as, and consequently his ma? 

festy's revenue, from what we contend for ; we humbly re* 

4^est your lordship wiU judge reaj^onable. Sinc^, it U IM3^ 

.Append, vol. ii. £ 
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A>pgypy^» ihore ^ot tliat, whilst we labour for the adtantaj^ of tfi6 
^■■■"■■"^^ crown, we may not be separated from, and subjected to ouit 
fellow subjects, contrary to all former gracious promis- 
es and assuranceji from our royal masters ; if this be rea« 
aonable and just for us, and necessary for his majesty's ser-' 
Vice, we hunibly beg youlr hotior's assistatice in this,obsery« 
Ing what may again set us free^ and fot- the future secure ui 
from our fears of beitig enslaved, and we shall acknowledge 
yur favors, the best way we can, and forever pray for 
^ your lordship's prosperity, as being right and honorable. 

Your honor's most humble servt. 
' WM. BERKELEY, 

in the tiame of the council, 
THOS. LUDWELL, sec. 
ROBT. WYNNE, spk'r. a. a* 



t)ated frbn^ the assembly, hnlden in 
James City the 21st Sept. 1674 



.'1 



Being td Wait on the right honorable lord Arlington^ with 
a letter from the governor of Virginia, and his lordship com- 
ibanding u» so to give him the heads of that demise, grant- 
ed tb him,and the lord Culpepper, which the colony of Vir- 
ginia weh: disturbed at, in obedience whereto, and out of 
desire of a fair comp sure of the difference arising from 
the said grant we have taken out, and do preseht to his lord« 
ship, these heads of the late demise, to his said lordship, afc)d 
lord Culpepper, their executors, administrators and assigns^, 
for one and thirty years. 
* First, the entire territory, tract and dominion, connmon- 
ly called Virginia, with the territory of Accomatk, with all 
lights, appurtenances and jurisdictions, together, with all 
tivers, waters ahd it>yalties whatsoever ; are granted, as 
aforesaid, and bounded on the north, with the dominion of 
Maryland; on the east, with the sea ; on the south, with 
Carolina, with all islandii within the said bounds, and within 
ten leagues of the shore. 

' 2dly, The escheats of all lands, which shall become 
forfeit to his ir^ajesty, his heirs, or successors, are granted as 
above said, under uncertain compositions. 

3d1y, The quit rents, and other rents, payments, duties 
and reservations, upon any ghints of the premises whatsoe« 
ver, due to his majtsty, are granted to the said lords, granr- 
tees, for the term ab6ve said ; to be paid in specie, and 
not in commodity ; together with the arrearages of rent to 
their own use, without account i sinte the last day of May) 
1669. 
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4Mff Ponrif granted to the, said lords* their executors Appikdix. 
or assigns, during the term aforesaid : to grant all lands, not 
granted by the governor, before the date of the demise. 

^thly, Nomination ot all sheriffs, surveyors, escheat- 
ors, &c. 

6thly, Presentation to all churches, and to endow them 
^Hh lands, ^c. 

7th]y, Dividing all the said territory in parishes, coun^ 
lies, 8cc, 

Sthiy, The making a new seal, for the sealing all grantSj^ 
•onfirmations, ^q, of all kinds, to be granted by their ho^ 
nors, or their deputies, together with power of keeping re- 
gisters or records of all such grants^ confirmations, &c. and 
snaking all their records of the same for the future void. 

9tdly, The governor and council of Virginia now, or 
for the time to come are, by the said demist*, forbidden 
to grant any more lands within the said tract and territory 
of Virginia ; with a non obftahte to all former power, laws, 
instructions, &c. whatsoever, formerly granted toihem, of 
anyefthem, 

lOthly, The. demise being for the term of 51 years hath 
yet power of granting lands in fee simple, which being con- 
trary to law, may deceive those who shall sue out such 
grants, since the foundation of their title, being illegal, they 
may be ousted of their possession, after they have laid oat 
their estates^ after duties upoQ theipa \ and cgnsequently 
ruined. - 

These are most of the principal causes in the said demise,^ 
which we humbly conceive to be contrary to his majesty*i| 
service, and destructive to the peace and welfare of that co- 
lony; and do hope the said honorable lords, will consider the 
inconveniencies of it and quit their present grant ; con- 
tenting themselves with another, for the quitrents only, and 
those to be paid in tobacco, at a reasonable value, since there 
is not coin in that country to pay them ; which we shall 
willingly agree to, but upon good reasons (loo long here 
to rectite except against all other clauses above mentioned) 
and if what we here offer^ be accepted by the said honorable 
lords, we do humbly desire their lordships' speedy answer 
that otlierwise we may proceed upon our instructions from 
which our respects to their said lordships hath hitherto di* 
verted us. 

Your lordships' most humble senranli^ 
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Aircraft; M a Q(AirfntWmthA^'^ 

.#»i^ 19^A, 1^6 -5 
^7 Iht kkii^A most cieovHem itMJetty) and tlie rifiit lionoiy^ 

able the ionh of hit iiMJ<tiity'^ «|ioftt hoiiovable privy 

council. 

WHBRE^ty Francit Morrison, Thomas "LodwdU and 
Robert Smith, agents for his majesty's colony of Vfr|gM% 
«Mt by their petition, this day read at thehoardy bumbly re-' 
present, that tliey being; employe^ aii^ instructed t>y tlie-gv^ 
fernmentof that country, h^d ibrmeiiy petkiomad their tnsi* 
jesties for a confitmatton of their privileges and prap^^lti^a 
«Mider the great seal of EngVaed, which ptiition was referred 
«o the lords' c^immtttee of plantations, where it was agahi 
very carefully examined, and by some aherations. made k/f 
them iheponed to bis mi^sty in council, whereupon his 
inajesty was pleased to order in council a ^il to be passed 
tinder the great Seal of the same ; that when they eame M 
pass the same there was a siop put to it, but for what reasom 
they iofiew not ; that they long since had sent a copy of ibe 
order of council into Virginia for passing tkie said bill, belie¥» 
Ing it to be for bis majtstyts service that the minds of bis sub- 
jects should be settled there (as speedily as tiiay be), audi 
they thereby better encouraged to defend titecotintfy against 
the invasion of the Indians, since by that bis kna^esty*s i^Hl 
ICrant they were secured in their just property in what ^baf 
fought for; and praying his majesty would be graciousl^f 
pleased to direct the lord chancellor to pass the said gnuit 
linder the great seal : upon H\\ debate of ^hfe wb<^ maUer 
it was ordered, by his majesty hi cuuncil, that the right h*- 
nouralde the loHi chancellor do caUse the said grant foitb^ 
with to pass under Ibe great seal of England aocerding^y. ' 

• PHILIP LOYD. 

yilo^r HfmoraUe Gendemen^ 

We have defeiTed the giving vwx an ' account of these pi% 
tceeditigs in ihose important stairs you cdnimitted to od^ 
care and management here ^itl this time, that We ougfitM 
iend it to you ^ much the more fiiU and satisfactory to oup- 
eeives, and we' hope to you, since we can with confidence 
and truth affirm, that we have neglected no time, Wr omft^ 
^ed any opportunity wherein we could tobtr^uie «iiy thing 
toward the obtaining of ivhat you desired, or, we bope, ^ 
the future security of the liberties and properties of his ma- 
jesty's subjects of that colony, and the further advantage of it ; 
and are confident, that Upon comparing what we have obtain-^ 
^ to what you gave us in chai'ge, you will ftnd we hav^^ 
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I YCiy Mttte thort df what yott desired ko be eIRscted, as Atr^Wrtau. 
<*iH *|>pear by a copy of the order here inclosed, ^ich car* 
ties in it the body of that charter you may expect^ to thm 
jparticulars whereol' we shall say thus much, vie. TotbeHrSt 
liead it was all we could obtain, since the council here w«r« 
«o unsatisfied with the proceedings of New-England, as they 
I'esolved none else should ever have the title silently, and are 
Teetolved tore^asflUfVie that government into the king's hands 
fcr the ftmiPc> the ef!tclit»g wercof being at the same time 
^nder their considemtion with ourpetition, gave us no small 
liiUkiilty in the'cleprihg ourselves from having the same de* 
^ires of being independent from the crown. Then, for the 
word commonalty, instead 6f burgesses, it was put in by rhe 
kifig^s council m ikvor of the country, as being more called 
in law ; since, as they affirm, a grant of that nature cannot^ 
pass to an order of men, which, upon the dissolution and dis'-' 
iDontinuance of an assembly, are not : and they urged further, 
Ihat the burgesses being the reprtseniatives of that com- 
tnonaky, had still the advantages of that grant, which they 
^erc capable of.' For the nonobstance in the fourth head, 
Which reserves to the parliament here the power of layinj* 
ferther inFipositipns iipon the commodities, which comes 
irom th^bce, its no more than what they had before, and 
What feacl not been safe for us to deny, it being the declared ^ 

topitfion of the lords here, that more is, or, indeed, cah be 
inferred froni the wprds, on the commodities, which conie 
from that coUY)try, after it is shipped in the way of trade to 
ttome patt permitted by the laws of England. To the provi- 
moti in the sixih head, it is intended only to secure the titles 
t>f those particuter men^ who in law might have a better title 
than the present possessor. To the bearing, of the king's 
power of revoking any law made by the assembly, as is men- 
tioned iti the last head, we could not reasonably object any , 
thing, since it is a power due to him, and thought Bt here i \ 
for otherwise, aS the council have affirmed, the king may be 
-texcluded from all power there, if such an unlimited power 
of.mdking laws were allowed us ; and, since our laws made 
there are to be in force until such time as the king shall si|f- 
nify his pleasure therein to the contrary, we may be sure, if 
they are reasonable, they will not be repealed from hence, 
which will be much more ease to the country, than by the 
tother way, to be enforced to sue out a confirmation of them, 
In order to which we have eveiy year sent our laws hither to 
i>e confirmed. Thus we hope we have, to your satisfaction, 
-Cleared what might seem dubious to you, and next we are to 
i^er trp to your consideration] that, in point of the escheat^ 
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AppKypix. we Tiavc obtained more than either what you had befci]«9*ef 
ordered us to ask ; since now, all lands formerly or which 
hereafter shall escheat, are confirmed at two shillings per 
acre composition, and we do promise ourselves, that yoQ 
shall esteem it a great honor to that government, as well: as 
a convenience, that the governor hath no. power to pardon all 
lesser crimes, and to reprieve for treason and murder Fof 
the other heads in the charter, they are s^s full to your instruc- 
tions as can be We are in thr next place to inform you, that 
a copy of your agreement with the lord Arlington and the 
lord Culpepper was sent to the governor, but lest that should 
miscany, we send you another, wherem we hope you wiU 
find it reasonable, that the country should abate one half per 
pound in the quit-rents, in lieu of their quitting all the other 
ruinous clauses in that grant, especially if you consider that 
the right was on their side for the payment of it in money 
according to our patents, and that our inability to pay it sO 
would put the disadvantage on our side ; and for the paying 
it in tobacco ad valoi-etn, as it was i impracticable by the seve- 
ral Ibices of tobacco, and must have kept the people at aa 
uncertainty what to p^y every year; so we hope it will ap- 
pear, that taking several sorts, rises and frills of that commor 
dity, with a likelihood of being still cheaper by the quantitiea 
made, the constant standard we have put to it wiUbe thought 
advantageous to the country: w^ are sure it is thought so 
here. We shall have some dispute with them about the value 
of the arrears, but what the success we yet know not, but are 
of opinion, after a year or two experience of the value of tht 
whole, their lordships will be so w^l informed of the value as 
to afford a better penny wonh tlan now they do for the norths 
crh grant. We find it impractical to comply -with your in- 
structions, which enjoined us, first to endeavoj* theoVerthrow- 
ing, and, in case of failing, then to purchase all,* or as. many 
parts of it as we could ; and in case any of them, refused, then 
to apply ourselves t* the king to force them. ; aU which im- 
plied, that we should first provoke the lords,, then come to a 
price with them, which we might be sure would be a great 
deal more than they offered to colonel Smith ; n'ext.its $eing 
without a broad seal hath been overthrown by a paper peti- 
tion ; nor could we have arraigned the patent but in the 
king's name, to which we must have had his consent, which 
your more powerful inttrest would have prevented :. so that 
upon the whole, you will conclude, that we went more for 
your advantage by the way of purchase, whereby we havfe 
made the country many great friends; and by our moderate 
proceedings with the lords of the otljer grant, we have ^^h 
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gaged tbcm especiallf to favor the country; Many ettierS Amvhix^^ 

we have tnadet tome with and so^e without charge. Wc ' * 

have not yet perfected that bargain there; starting up a se« 

Tenth charter, claiming iinder sir Dudley Wyat; nor settled 

the arrears of the Northern Neck ; but now the business of 

the charter hath passed the king and council, we hope in 

short time to perfect the business of both grants : and so as 

you will believe it money well spent and laid out. We have 

applied ourselves to mr. secretary Coventry, who is one of 

the worthiest persons living, in order to securing the go- 

Temment to sir William Berkeley during his life, who was 

hardly to be persuaded but that we moved it to the govemoi*'s 

prejudice* as thereby designing to keep him against his good 

liking ; and gave this reason, that the governor was so per* 

fectly well in the king's favor, and that his majesty so loved 

his person, that they ail wondered he would go from hence^ 

Inhere he was last year; but upon our persisting to beg such 

a mark of ths king's favor to him and the country, he very 

readily offered his assistance, though he still thought it un« 

necessary ; so we doubt not good success in it, and then we 

think we have complied with all your instructions, according 

to our best diligence and abilities. We have lately received 

Irom the most worthy bishop of Winchester, to whom 

the country hath very great obligations for assisting us 

powerfully in all our negociations, a virulent libel against all 

the planta ions, and Virginia in particular, a copy of which 

we send you, and think it necessary that an answer of it 

be directed from you to the archbishop of Canterbury and 

bishop of Winchester, in vindication of your government. 

It is written by Godwin, who sometime served in Mastou 

parish, and a copy of it hath been by him given to all the 

bishops in England. We have since seen the fellow, and 

demanded his hand io it; which herefuseth, which hath lost 

much of his credit with the bishops, we shall answer it so here, 

as we hope to stop the bad consequences^ and on your further 

orders, shall pniceed against the inconsiderable wretch as you 

shall think fit, unless in the meati time, we find the bishop satisr 

fied with our answer ; we cannot now give you a particular 

account of the money we have expended, nor what we have 

in bank* some bills being relumed, protested ; but shall by 

the next, and do desire, that care may be taken for trans^ 

mitting the vest, and a person named, in whose hands the 

Itrmaindt r shall be, when we have discharged all your or- 

ter€j and the northern grant; and shall now msist on no 
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AtWNQur. more ^ardealafsf but to assure you tM we atfrinoat; boimilB 

iSiw""--^*" gentleuieii) voura and the couotry's, 

mQ3t Coihful servantSt 

FRANCIS MORRYSQN, 
THOMAS LUDW£U^ 
ROBERT SMITH, 



May it fdea^e your lordshi/is^ 

In obedience to h\% majesty's order of re&reneoi ftml^ 
in council 23d June last (whereby we aredesiradta iu>Qsi4e|i 
of the contents of the petition of Frantis MorrysQPy Th^ 
mas Ludwell, and Robert Smithy agents f6f th^ goreraoiii 
council, and burgesses of the country of Vh'ginlai an4 r^piari 
ourdpimons, what we conceive convenient for his nv^j^«9 
to grant unto the petitioners) we have pe^sed tho papctSt 
and prop')saltt that relates to themselvesi contained in the pe« 
tition) and upon the consideration of the whole» we are hum** 
bly of opinion, that it will net only be fbi* his majesty's se?vicetf 
but lor the encrease of trade, and growth of the plantations of 
Virginia, if his majesty shall be graciously pleased to grants 
and confirm under his great seal of £ngto4, unto bis mki 
jects in Virginia, the particulars following: 

1. That his majesty will enable the governor, ceMUcid 
and commonalty of Virginia, to purchase the landst &€,CQnt 
Uined in the grant to the earl of St. Albans, lord Culpieppev^ 
&c. and as to that purpose, only to be made a corporation, 
to purchase, and maintain the same with a non obstante ^ 
of mortmain. 

2 That the inhabitants (hi« majesty's subjects there) 
may have the immediate dependence upon the crown of En^ 
gland, under the jurisdiction and rule of stich govera^ir a» 
his majesty, his heirs, and successor^ shall appoint. 

3. That the governor, for the time being, shall reside in 
the country, except his majesty, his heirs, and successors^ 
shall at any time command his attendance in England or 
elsewhere, and then another shall be chosen, as hath been ' 
formerly used, to continue during the absence of such goveiv 
nor ; ai d in case of the deaih of any governor, another to bi 
chosen, as hath been formerly used, to continue till his mar 
jesty, his hetrs, and successors shfiU appoint a newgovemor* 

4. That no manner of impositions or taxes shall be laid 
or impost d upon the inhabitants and proprietors thtre, unless 
by the common consent of the gt vemor) council, and bus^ 
gesses, as hath been heretofore used. 
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#• TtiA^T hit majet^ bis heirs, and fucceMM^ ivilt not AvMtmnk. 

fer the future, grant any lands in Virginta, under his, or 
their great seal, without being first iolornied by the govern* 
•r and council there for the time being, or sonie person hf 
them impowcred, wherein such grant will not be pr^udicv- 
«1 to plantations there. 

6. That all lands, now possessed by the several planters 
«nd inhabitants, may be confirmed, and established to then»* 

7. TliAT, for the encouragement of such of his majesty^ 
aubjects as shall, from time to time, go to dwell in the saidi 
plantation, there shall be assigned of the hinds, (not alrea*> 
dy proptnated) to every person so coming hither to dwell) 
fifty acres, according as hath been used, and allowed aince 
the first plantation. 

8. That all lands, possest by any subject, inhabiting in 
Virginia, which hath escheated, or shall escheat to hb ma- 
jesty, may be enjoyed by such inhabitant or possessor lie. 
paying two pounds of tobacco composition for every acret 
which is the rate in that behalf set by the governor autho* 
rised to do the same by his majesty's instructions. 

9. That the governor, and council, or a certain quorum 
ol them may be empowered to try all treasons, murders and 
felonies, and other misdemeanors, provided they proceed ill 
ftuch trials as near as may be to the laws of England. 

10. That the power and authority of a grand assemblft 
consisting of a governor, council, and burgesses, may be 
by his majesty, ratified and confirmed, provided that his 
majesty may, at his pleasure, revoke any law made by them, 
and that no law, so revoked, shall after such intimation anil 
revocation thereof, from hence be further used or observed^ 

All which, we humbly submit to your lordship's consl^ 
deration. 

WILLIAM JONES, 
FRANCIS WININGTON. 

nth October, 1675. 

We, the agents of Virginia, having a letter directed from 
the governor to the right honorable the lord ehamberlatn of* 
his majesty's household, we thought it our duty to go toga* 
ther and present it to his lordship. He having perused it^ 
told us, he wondered why the country should be more ag- 
grieved to pay him the quit-rents granted by the patent than 
to colonel Norwood and toothers, since those rents had never 
been accounted for into the chequer, but still received an4 
enjoyed by the' treasurers to their owii pf oper uses. We 
replied, the country was willing to pay his lordship Uks rcnt^ 

Append* ro^. iu ¥ 
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AppKKDnc. but thtt there was certain clauses in the patent destructiw 
*S=S=--s— • to his majesty's interests^ and inconsistent to the rights and 
privileges of the inhr^bitants of the country, and with that we 
presented him the foregoing paper wherein those clauses were 
inserted. After his lordship had received and considered it, h« 
assured us, that he never intended to have such regalities v^t* 
cd in him, and therefore would willingly surrender the patent ; 
but desired us to meet two gentlemen to receive our i^eaaons 
against it, that he might urge them to my lord Culpepper, 
and persuade him to do the same. We accordingly gave the 
gf ntlemen a meeting, and at last brought (he lord Culpepper, 
with much soliciting, to the following agreement. Butbelb^ 
we could persuade hh lordship to it, the lord chamberlain 
(as we heard) did most generously in council lay it down at 
bis majesty's feet This we thought in justice we were bound 
tc testify, in justification of that honori^le lord, and subsciibe 
it under our bands. 

FRANCIS MORRYSON. 
THOMAS LUDWELL. 

Attfkdino his loidship the lord Arlington, I he two and 
twentieth day of April, 'we gave his lordship a prospect of 
the destructivtness of the grant made to him and the lord 
Culpepper, we excepting against all the clauses of the said 
demise, but the paying the quit-rents, and his majesty's 
power in transffirirg them over; his lordship was pleased 
to desire, that his secretary and another of his gentlemen 
might meet w}th us, and come to a conclusion concerning 
that pa'!^ticular, which we assented to, and met accordingly, 
the next day, and that we might not spend our time in un- 
JH;cessary treaties, we returned to his 16rdship our final re- 
solution, which is this that follows : 

We, the subscribed agents for the colony of Virginia, out 
of our respects to the right honorable the earl of Arlington, 
lord chamberlain, and out of the sense we have of his honor's 
favor to us, do propose, for a final determination of the dif- 
ferences between his lordship and the lord Qiilpepper, gran^ 
tees m a lease of the whole country of Virgmia for thirty-one 
yt^ars ; and as the said agents, and for the future peace and 
settlement of the said country, that if their said lordships 
would vacate the said demise utterly and to all intents, and 
take out another for the quit-rents, to be paid in tobacco at 
twelve per cent, which we conceive to be reasonable, and 
as low as we^can submit to, since there is at least as much 
above at tiiat rate as there is above it. If this be accepted wt 
ahall agree to it ; provided their lordships will secure us ' 
iinder tiivir bands and booarp that what we propose heu^ 
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^haU be effectually performed by their lordshipsl And be- Apptendix, 

Oause our respects to their lordships hath hitherto carried — — ^i» 

us from the putting our instructions in execution, we desire 

we may receive a positive answer to this proposal by Monday 

ten o'clock) in the morning ; and we are the most earnest in 

this, because we have many eyes upon o^* proceedings, and 

that we cannot answer a longer delay to those that sent u^ « 

hitherf who arc his lordship's 

most humble servants. 

The g^ntlemen"^ appointed to treat with us by the lord 
Arlington, met at the time appointed by our last paper, ac« 
companied by colonel Norwood, who was then come Co town ; 
but we found by discourse the face of things much alteri^d. 
J^or th&t proposition of ours, which before they thought rea^ 
sonable, at taking tobacco at twelve shillings a hundred, they 
ivaved ; desiring, that ad valorem might be left at large tb 
be disputed on, and that the next day they would bring us a 
positive answer from their lotd^hips, whether they would 
vacate their present patent and take a new, or justify the le« 
gality of the demise in being; and accordingly they sent a 
paper, subscribed with their lordship's hands, the copy wherof 
is this that follows ; 

The gentlemen, entrusted from the assembly of the colony 
of Virginia, having represented to us, that the inhabitants 
there hay.e taken umbrage at many clauses in jthe grants 
made to us by his inajesty, and yet declanngt'that they have 
not been instructed to make exceptions to the grant of quit- 
rents and escheats, other than as to the manner of paying 
them, which they are otherwise ready to pay unto us, accord** 
iligto the said grant; we have heteby thought fit to assure 
the said gentlemen, that those clauses were admitted only 
for the security of the said quit-rents and escheats, and that 
they being secured to us in manner following, viz The said 
quit-rents payable in tobacco ad valorem, and the escheats by 
certain compositions, where tolerah|e titles shall appear, as 
|s limitted by the acts of assembly in such cases, we are rea* 
dy to relinquish the other powers and clauses in the sai4 
grant. 

ARLINGTON, 
NORWOOD. CUU'EPPER. 

April 26, 1674. 

The jinawer to their LorcUhifia* Ptfper, 
Having received a paper from the right honorable the 
carl of Arlington and lord Culpepper, in answer to some 
prQposals made by us at the lord Arlington's desirei au4 
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Arfxilmx. fin^^ the eonditlont proposed tn the Mid paper not <m w ei » 
ing our said proposals, nor such as we desired* and being tooi 
ambiguous for us to assent to, we conceive our further treaty 
with their lordships to be at an end> and we no fiirtbei oUigect 
to particulars of it ; and therefore must beg their lordship^ 
pardon if we proceed upon our instructions. 
April 27» 1674. 

The Reoion qfour DtMenting, 
The right honorable the earl of Arlington and the lord 
Culpepper (grantees in a demise from his majesty to their 
lordships of the whole country of Virginia, for thirty one 
jwjars) having favored the subscribed, agents for the said 
colony, with an answer to our former proposals, which we 
made to their lordships upon the lord Arlington's desire, for 
vacating the said grant, as contrary to his majesty's service 
and destructive to the peace and welfare of the colony and 
that their lordships would satisfy themselves with anotherf 
for the quit*rent8 only to be paid in tobacco at a reasonable 
Value, which term being thought of too great latitude^ 
we further expressed ourselves, by proposing twelve per 
cent, as a medium between the two sorts of tobacco made 
in that colony : we do humbly return this our reply to their 
lordships, That we did, and do still say, that we did not dis«« 
pute his majesty's right to the quit-rents of that colony, nor 
his pleasure in transferring them, but did propose them to be 
^paid, as above said,, in tobacco at a reasonable value, whicb 
we believe twelve per cent, to be, both in respect of the 
price and the settlement of the people, who will know 
what they have to pay yearly. But this, we htmibly conceivci 
doth hot amount to those words in thdr lordships' answer^ 
viz. that otherwise we were ready to pay unto their lordships 
according to their said grant ; when, if their lordships shall 
^ease to consider our said proposals, they will find us abso* 
hitely unwilling to pay any thing upon the said grant, since 
we principally insist upon the utter vacating thereof, which 
their lordships, in their said answer, not promising to do, bul 
itpon the confirmation of the quit-rents, payable in tobacco 
ad valorem, and the escheats under certain compositions, ao* 
cording to the laws of the country for colorable titles ; the 
latter of which, viz. the escheats, on the terms proposed we 
shall not scruple. They are conditions proposed tn too ge« 
neral terms for either to understand or agree to ; and there- 
fore do hnmbiy conceive, that unless their lordships will 
^ease first, and according to forms used, to vacate the said 

E-ant, we can treat no further, but must proceed i!lpon our 
9truc(^% that we may no longer d^Ar Qur ie«ki«g 
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fcHcf for those wfio tent us hithert as th« exigences and pro- Anrnmnx^ 
cesses of their present condition require. sis^^sa 

Wberbas, we have alreadf exprfst, by a paper under 
^r hands, our intention to part with all clauses in our Vir« 
ginia grant, that may concern any thing but the quit-rents 
and escheats, which by the said paptr were expecttd should be 
fissured to us, payable in the manner herein set down : we be- ' 
ing since infoilned, from the gefitiemen instructed torn the 
said colony, that it is not practical to levy the quit-rents other- 
%rfse than in tobacco, at a settled rate: and whereasi the ' 
same have been hitherto levied in that manner, (that is to 
say) at the value of two pence per pounds and that they are 
ready to in behalf of thsrt government : that by an act 

of assembly the said quit-renls should be paid during our 
term, at the rate of three half pence per pound, as the most 
equal rate that can be set ; we think fit hereby to assure the 
gentlemen, that after the vacating our present patent, and 
passing a new for the said quit-rents and escheats, which we 
kere promise to do, with all convenient speed, we shall rea- 
dily agree to a collateral agreement with the said colony for 
the payment of the quit-^rents and escheats, in the maimer 
by them proposed ; they giving us an assurance, as afore- 
said, that that manner of payment shall be settled by an act 
cf assembly within six months alter the passing of a new 
oatent) and so continued during our term. 

ARLINGTON. 

J. CULPEPPER, 

Heads, which we a^ commanded in our instructions to pre- 
sent unto his majesty, and humbly to petition him, that* 
by his gracious concession, they may be drawn up into a 
charter for Virginiai with explanatory notes on each head| 
as presented. 

The first head....That Virginia may he enabled, by his 
majesty's letters patent, by the iiame of governor, councif» 
andf burgesses, to purchase the lands contained in the north* 
em grant of all the lands between the rivers of Rappahan* 
nock and Potomack, gramed to the earl of St. A)bans, lord 
Culpepper, &c. and that, when the patentees of that grant 
have assigned over the right and interest of that patent, that 
then as fiiil and ample poiver may be in the governor, coun- 
cil, and burgesses, as was formerly in the patentee, before 
such assignment. 

That we may the better understand, as well by his ma- 
jesty's learned counciV(w|h)areby the order of the references 
10 report} as by the right honorable the committee (wh0| kf 
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A^^^vmx. the wmt order, are to receive and consider it) we have 
thought it a necessary duty to explain each head presented 
whereby we may take off* all suspicion that we intend no( 
(whilst we humbly petition his majesty, for a coSrmation, 
of our just rights and privileges) to obtain such a power 
from him as may hereafter justle with the royal prerogative» 
which we have (and shall always) to our utmost endeavors 
assert* 

For the clause of the first head, of incorporating governor^ 
council, and but gcrsses, we do hereby declare, that no more 
is meaiit or intended by it, but that the country may be made 
capable of purchasing two grants, which his majesty haa 
been pleased to grant, which otherwise are (and will be) very 
uneasy to the country. But if it may be otherwise eased by a 
compensation from the honorable patentees, and that the 
grants may be revoked, we shall then most willingly ac- 
quiesce, and no further insist upon that for an incorporation* 

And clearer to demonstraie, that his majesty's interest ia 
as well aimed at by this purchase as the country's ease and 
quiet, (which is his majesty's interest too) we shall not desire 
so great benefits and privilegt^sby our assignment as the ho* 
norable patentees do and may by their patents claim ; bu( 
shall most willingly assent, and do most humbly desire, that 
all those regalities divested from his majesty, may be again, 
invested in him, (the quit-rents excepted) which, we humbly 
conceive, cannot be reckoned in that number, since they are 
no other than the fee farm ren: s, (which have been granted 
here) as those of Virginia, which are transferred to their 
lordships by their patent. 

For the power of granting land, as well in the Northertt 
Neck, which we are to purchase, as in the rest of the country^ 
we desire may be in his majesty's governor and council, as 
formerly impowered thereunto by royal instructions, and 
that the composition for escheats may be there (as it is in 
the rest of the country) left to the governor and council, as 
oi-dered by his majesty's last instructions to sir WiBiam 
Berkey. 

That if there can be no other way found out to enable a 
community of men to purchase, but (incorporating) a word 
we are by bo means in love with, then .we humbly desire^ 
that it may be so limited and circumscribed as to be only 
effectual tor purchasing, (the end that we have expressed, 
and intended for it) without which the country must be either 
forced to lie under a burthen, how uneasy soever,, or never 
hope to be reimbursed with any part of the money thiRy are 
to y;ive (with the whole we are ^re tJiey cannot) since the 
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Ihtercst of it is much more than the annual rents, which thcjr A»gWDiy. 
are to purchase. ■* 

To conclude, al[ we have to add to this Brst head is, that 
we humbly hope it will not be thought unreasonable, that the 
country should enjoy the quit rents and compo.<?it:ons for es-» 
cheats of all lands granted between the rivers of Potomac and 
Rappahannock for ever, as it was granted the said lords and 
f heir heirs, &c at the dame value as they have been formerly 
paid, or shall hereafter be paid by the rest of the country, 
since the country must pay so great a sum for the purchase 
of them, and withput which they cannot part with their mo- 
ney, having no other way to be reimbursed. Wherefore, we 
shall desire, that after the surrender of the grant by the said 
patentees, that that part onlv, which concerns the quit-rents 
and escheats, may be granted by his majesty to the country* 

The second head....That his majesty will be pleased, in his 
royal grant, to assure the people, that it is his majesty's in- 
tention (as it has been all his royal predecessors', as will ap- 
pear by many gracious grants and concessions made to them) 
that Virginia shall have no other dependence, but only upon 
the crown of England, now, for the future, be cantoiiized by 
grant into parcels, made to particular persons; and for pre- 
vention of all surreptitious grants, that l>i8 majesty, for the 
time to come, will be graciously pleased so long to suspend 
the passing of such grants, until he be informed by his go- 
vernor and council there (or some impowered from them 
liere) of the fitness or unfitness of them. 

ExPLANATiOK of the second head : 

We say, and do declare, that wc do not intend, or hope for 
any unlimited power lo be granted us, or such as may lessen 
his majesty's authority in that country ; but on the contrai y^ 
that by the said charter we may be assured to depend only 
on the crown, under t e protection v\ hereof we have always 
esteemed ourselves most secureyand cannot be happy if any 
Ways hereafter aliened from it. 

The third head....That all land may be assured to the 
present possessors and owners of it. 

Explanation of the third heads 

We humbly conceive, that it will be thought reasonable 
^and necessary, for the peact and welfare of the country, that 
all lands granted by their majesty's governor, empowered 
thereunto by royal instructions, may be confirmed and 
lassured to the present possessors and owners of it,' since upon 
confidence of such grants the inhabitants hav« been encou- 
raged to lay out their estates, and employ their industry 
upon the said several tracts of land, for the improvement and 
^vancement of that country. . 
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Appmdi X. Ahs since hf etperience tis founds that tbe grt^ttngfiAf 
acres of land for every person i hath, next to the blessing et 
God) (and the indulgent care of.ottr most gracious piioces) 
been the greatest means of promoting the settlement of ttuit 
country, and bringing it to the present hopeful condition thut 
now it is in, and from whence arises so great an emolument 
fo the crown and kingdom : we therefore humbly pray, that 
the same encouragement may be continued (as before used) 
to all adventurers thither. 

The fourth head.M.That all lands, which have been held 
in right of administration, acquisition, or other customar]^ 
title, may be assured to the possessors ; though, perhaps* hy 
strictness of laW) they may be found escheated to his majesty^ 
which,if it shall so happen, that then his majesty's escheators 
shall take no more than two pounds of tobacco per acre, as 
is ordered by governor and council, empowered by his ma* 
jesty*s last instructions to m&ke composition for escheats. 

Explanation to the fourth head : 

That the governor, instructed by his majesty's last in- 
structions to make compositions for escheats, and finding Ixy 
enquiry thereinto, that many held their land by colorable 
titles, which, in every deed, for want of heirs, Were*, by law, 
escheated to his majesty ; yet, upon due consideration of th« 
disturbances that must of necessity arise, by ousting so many 
from their possessions, so long enjoyed and so much im« 
proved by their estates and industry, and that no emo!ument 
could any ways accrue to the crown by regranting such lands 
to strangers and new adventurers ; he» therefore, most pru- 
dently, with the advice of the grand assembly, (to avoid all 
such inconveniences) set and prefixed one general composi- 
tion for all lands so held and so escheated, viz. two pounds 
of tobacco per acre : which composition we roost humbly 
desire, may be confirmed by his majesty,, for the better set- 
tling and quieting of the minds of the present possessors. 

The fifth head....THouGH we shall never presume to no- 
minate to his majesty a governor and counciU or refuse any 
that he shall please to send us, yet we humbly desire, that our 
governor, council, and chief officers may be resident in the 
country : and if it chances the governor's private occasions 
shall draw him thence, (which shall be thought necessary 
either by his majesty here, or four of the council there) that 
then the deputy go\ernor may be one of the council* and 
such as has an estate and interest in the country. 

Explanation to the fifth head : 

No more is intended, or can be, by this head, but that^his 
majesty may have the better account of the country, when 
nianaged by a person principally eotrasted with it; and that 
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iu Mbjeets my tmt be lef^, in case of the fi:orvemoi^s 4h Atp%mi t: 
tertce^ to btmngers, who hare no interest in the countiy to 
fee responsible for any fnisdemeanors or oppression commit- 
ted tbei^. Nor is this a new or groundless fear, sinoe it hath 
be^n always thus carefully pi ovided against; as will appear^ 
ilM. only by the bomniission of the present governor, but ot 
"M the fortiler^ since the foundation of the govemnkent. 

• ThA sixth head....Th8t his majesty t^ill be gtaciousljr 
<t>l€aBed j in this his grant, fully to empower the governor and 

council for the timre beitig ; or a quorum of them, consisting 
t>f the gbTer<ior, and as m^ny of the council as liis majestf 

ishaH think fit, to hear and determine all treasons, mis «• 

of treasons; tntirders, ahd felonies, since the government be- 
ing so remote^ ought to be armed with all authority and 
•power, necessary for the stippressing and punishilig ofiefiee» 

bf that nature. 

Ext»LANATlbK tbthe sixth head ; 
' No more is desired by this, b(at that, inittead of a commis- 
sion of oyer and terminer, (which oath the governor now 
hath) there may be a standing power in the charter for the 
governor for the lime being, and a quorum of the council, 
to hear and determine all criminal Causes, and this to pre- 
vent a jusli Whci'eby sufch offences would go unpimished. 

TkE seventh head ....That tliei-e shall be no tax or impo- 
sition laid on the peoplt Of Vhrgtnia, but according to dieif^ 
former uiage, by the grand assembly, and no other#ise« 

E3tPLA«rATloK to the seventh head r , 

We therefore^ hope, that his majesty and riiost bbnofable 
Council, with our leaitied referees, will not think us immo- 
dest in humbly petitioning for this ; Especially if they please 
fo consider^ that both the i|icquisition and defiance pf this 
country hath beeO, fbr the most part, at the coiinttys charge t 
and that the! whdle suppot^ now, both of gpvemor and go- 
vernment^ is defrayed wholly at the people's charge^ which 
Occasions th^ ahnual taxes there to be very high, and will 
not only continue so, but must^ wkh the gtotr^ of the coun- 
try, every year be encreased. 

' Ttit eighth head His toajesij^ is humbly desired to con- 
firm, by Ms royal charter, the authority of the f;;t9gaA assem^ 
bly, consisting of governor, council and burgesses. 

Explanation to the eighth head i 

• This in effect is to pray, that all laws made^ Or ^tiktihfiif 
to be made for Virginia^ may be of force and value, since the 
legislative power has ever resided in an assembly so quali'' 
fed, and by fifty yeats* experience, ha^ been found a govern- 
ment more easy to the jeople, and more advantageous t» 

Append, vol. ii* u ' 
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Affskdi^ the erown ; for, in^all thtt time, there has not been' doe UHr 
' complained of, as biirthensome to the ODe, or prejudicial to 
the prerogative of the other. And though^ his majeatjr's go* 
Tcrnor has ever had a negative voice in the said afisenibly, yet> 
to express how far we are from desiring that his majestj 
•hottld any ways be concluded by any laws made, we do hum* 
bly offer (that besides the negative voice there) his majesty* 
shall reserve full power here to disannul any law, so that his 
dissent be signified to the governor and council within two 
years after the enacting of it. And to make this effectual, the 
laws shaU annually be transmitted, and presented to one of the 
principal secretaries of state^ to know his majesty's royal 
pleasure therein. 

Thus, in all humility and duty, have we presented this 
paper, which contains not any thing in it but what we are 
particularly enjoined to offer by our instructions, and what we 
ourselves know, by long residence thei'ejto be absolutely ne- 
cessary for the peace and quiet of that country, which un-^ 
doubtedly, is his majesty's chiefest interest to preserve^ 



Kotes, Explanatory of some of the heads annexed to the peti- 
tion of the Virginian agents, referred to mr, attorney and 
solicitor, with somewhat of answer to some things ob- 
jected. 
FiRST.....As to the pointy whether the Virginians are in 

reason to be assured under his majesty's great sei^^that they 

shall not be taxed without their own consent. 

1. It is humbly conceived, that if his majesty deduce a 
colony of Englishmen by their own consent, (or otherwise be 
cannot) or license or permit one to be deduced, lo plant an 
uncultivated part of the world, such planters and their heirs 
ought to enjoy by law, in such plantation, the same libertiee 
and privileges as Englishmen in England ; such plantation 
being but in nature of an extension or dilatation of the realm 
of England. 

2. King James did, by the charter to the treasurer and 
company, declare, that their posterity and descendants bora 
in Virginia should be taken as natural born subjects of En^ 
land, (as, in truth, without any declaration or grant, they 
ought by law to be) ; which charter, although for the mis- 
government of the company it were demanded in a gt*o watu 
rantoj yet did the said king forthwith promise and declare, 
that a charter should be renewed with the former privileges 
to the planters, at whose instance and for whose sake the futul 
charter was cailed in. 
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' d. NxiTHER his majesty^ nor any of his anoestors or pre^ ApfBVMK. 
decessorS) have ever offered to impose any tax upon this plan^ ' 
tatfon, without the consent of his subjects there. 

4. Nor upon any other plantationi however so roucb lesa 
fieserving of, or considerable to his crown, NeW'-England, Ma« 
ryland, Barbadoes, &c. are not taxed but of their own consent. 

5. As for th<;ir landf the Virginians are freeholders in 
common* as of the- manor of East-Greenwich. 

6. Their goods, the product of their industry and of their 
servants, being the principal part of their estates, (in respect 
whereof their lands are of considerable value) yield to the 
king in his customs at least one hundred thousand pounds 
per annum. 

7. The acquisition and defence of the country, was, and 
is by the blood and treasure of the former, and present plan- 
ters and seaters, never costing the crown of England any 
thing in all their wars. 

8. Their taxes already are, and must continue high up- 
on them for the maintenance and support of the government, 
execution of laws and justice, and defence, and ornament of 
the country, erecting and endowing of churches, mainten- 
ance, ministers of English ordination, doctrine and liturgy ; 
)>uilding and fiin4ture,of fortSf bridges, ships of war, towns, 
&c. ■ ■ ■ 

9. Thicir courseof taxing (which is ever only p. poll) shew* 
eth how far the personal industry of the people, is and ought 
to be valued above their lands and stocks. 

to. The petitioners have an express charge to insist on, 
this particular, and since they find their right herein to b^ 
^estioned, they find ii necessary to have this particular 
cleared, and the referrees herein satisfied bcibre they prop 
ceed to any other. 

Secondly.....As to the desired incorporation whereby, at 
is objected, the petitioners seek tQ have the M^hole country 
incorporated. 

The end and design of the Virginians herein, is to be 
enabled to purchase the noi^them patent, granted to the earl 
of St. Albans and others, for which, and with whom theit 
agents have contracted ; which if they may have to the bene- 
fits of the country, the quit-rent and escheats are grantr 
ed to the said earl and his co-granters by that patent and 
the royahies, franchises, and thmgs granted by the same 
patent, and by the letters, patent to the earl of Arling? 
ton and lord Culpeper, may be restored to the crown and 
the country, be assured by a charter of perpetual immedi" 
fite dependance on the crown, (divers times promised by 
l^jpg Charles the first) and that they shall not be ^barged oe 
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/pwifMv. taii«d Irat by tbor <>tni oMiaciit (which tbef loMW^ be in- 
▼olvcd in the parliainent on Engluid) and so as thef foay h^ 
fimong them a standing commission of c^er and t«rmin«^ for 
ministration of justice in cr&wn causes according to the law 
of England* The petitioners are not further solicitous to^h? 
ing the farmings or naming the incorporationt o^t touching 
any thing thereto relating which the t efcrrecss shall appreT 
bend to be offensive^ or ]iaMe to exception, or de^Y>g»tor|^ 
to prerogative or inconvenient to the crown. 

THiaoLT As to the Virginians having that which will 

look like a parliament ^t is desired the referrees wtU be 
pleased to consider, that nq alteration of the present Virgtni« 
an government is at all desired, but earnestly that the same 
may be assured to be enjoyed, and may be established and con- 
firmed by his majesty's charter, the government havmg been 
(bond by fifty years experience to be naturaUy commodioua 
andbenefic!al to the people, and in an humble subordin itioo 
ITpreseiiting and agreeing with the English mon^x^hy, ber 
ing constituted by letters patents of his majesty's ances^ 
torstmd by their commissions and iivstructiqns to the success 
aive governors for all said time past sinqe the calling in o! the 
said charter to the treasurer and company of a govemoi^ 
f:ouncil and burgessep, making up the grand assembly whipb 
hath power to make laws correspondent as near as may be to 
Ihe laws of England^ and the governor having a Begatlve 
Yoice, which power m the gri^nd assembly, and the govern* 
oi:, the petitioners desire to have confirmed, saving always 
to his>naje$ty the power to annul any sut^ laws within two 
years after the making ; in the mean tkne is to be valid. * 

FpvRT^LTM..*.A^ to the objecticm from the example of 
Kew^Englanc). 

It is humbly answered that nodesobedienee of that plant 
tation ought to cause apprehension of the same in Virginia, 
whose peoi^e steer a quite contrary course from them, for 
they endeavored as much as they could to sever ihemselvea 
i^m the crown ; whereas the chief ^sire of the petttionera 
Is to be assured of the pcrpetui^ immediate flepentftoe« 
thereon. 

Th ET discover and-monarchal principals in a&^lion of ret 
publican form of government, distinct and independent from 
the policy of England. But the petitioners are^ and ever 
have been heartily afieetionate and loyal to the monarchy of 
En^^nd, and under that to their present government of Vir- 
ginia^ constituted as they humbly conceive in imitation of it. 

Th£t have obtained power of chusing their governor, 
put the petitioners would not have that power, but .desirei 
^^f ir^pv'r . may be from time Co time a{^ointcd by the l^n^* 
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T»« Nieii^EngJamdcn imagmrgro«t felicitf Jn tkelr foniji Ayygir9<y» 
of government* civil md «ccie«iasticid9 m^dev which th^f « 
are traiiied up to diaobedience to the crown and church of 
England) but ihf; Virginias wo|dd tbtnk themselves very 
unhappy to be obliged to accept pf, and live under a govern- 
ment so constituted, altho* they might therewith enjoy all 
the liberties and privileges the New-Englanders do, or what* 
soever greater they might he put in hopes of. 

And since the agents of that country have presented no 
head to be inserted into a charter (but what th^ir instructions 
commands, and they themselves know most necessary for 
his majesty ^s interest there, ^ndthe peace and quiet of that 
country) it is therefore humbly desired on the behalt of them* 
aetves and thltt countryt (hat if j^nj thing ^hall appear no^ 
to clear and eoaducing to those ends as is intended, that theii 
the learned referrees will be pleased to hear then by t5eif 
CQuncil before they mafce ai)d give in their report, which may 
Otherwise oondMde them in son^e aecess»ry point that thcf 
^^usK be fofced to mmt w^ 



Mui komffed gmUemm^ 

We have^ince the vridng^of that above* applied ourselves 
to the lord ChambeHain to desire him, now the court is at 
leisure to takt out a new ^ant for the qni treats and escheats 
according to oimt agreeiTient, but he desired a meeting where 
cok Norwood and the lord Culpeper might be present, which 
yet hath not been fffBoted, and proposed the purchasing it, 
that the grant might pass in the country's name, which we 
4idnot agtiee to, but desired that th^r lordships' might first 
aaoertaiii their grant, and th«n if they would set a reasona- 
Ue value upon it ; we would advise you of it, and follow such 
•Dstmetions as you should give us therein, but while matters 
are of this uncertainty, we desire you to consider the inclos- 
ed copy of their agreements with us, and then you will be 
liest able to judge whether the couotiy c^n safely pay any 
rent upon that grant, which they engage to surrender, or 
upon col. Norwood's patent, which he hath upon a collateral 
agree noent with them given up into your hands : we think 
fit further to advise you, that the country hath been obliged 
to Henry Chickeley, whose letter to his brother hath taken 
him of hitherto from opposing his interests against our pro- 
ceedings, and we hope he ever will be a friend to the coun- 
try) ai^ tbereiore wc suppose you will according to your 
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Appkkpix. promise in the letter you sent him, be sl% kind to him at yw 
CftD| and give htm for it the thanks of the house. 

Yfmr most humble ssrvants, 

FRANCIS MORRYSON, 

THOMAS LUPWEL,L. 



London, the Ittih 
NovembtTi 1675 



rl 



Whereas, his majesty has been i^raciously pleased by 
his letters, patents, under the great seal of England, to fav 
▼or us, Henry earl of St. Albans, John Berkeley, sir Jas. 
Morton, assignee of sir Wm. Morton, deceased, and mr. 
Trethywy, holding under the title of Ralph lord Hopton, 
with a grant of all that entire tract of land lying between the 
two rivers of Rappahannock and Potomac in Virginia, to- 
gether with the rivers themselves and all islands within the 
said rivers under such conditions and reservations as are at 
large exprest in the said letters patents : and whereas Tho* 
mas lord Culpeper, and Alexander Culpeper, esquire, by a 
collateral agreement with us, ()q liold two sixth parts of the 
said grant, we do hereby declare, consent and agree to^ 
and with the said agents, col. Francis Morryson, Thomas 
Resignation Ludwell, secretary of Virginia aforesaid, and col. Robert 
of Noriliern Smith, that we will so soon as his majesty shalt by incorpo* 
Keck to rating that country put them in a condition of purchasing 
' *rginia. ^^j^ I ights ; accept of the several sums of money proposed 
to us by the said agents, viz. four hundred pounds each per* 
son concerned in the said grants, and that in consideration 
of those said sums, we will resign all our several lights, 
titles, interests in the said grant unto the said corpon^tioa 
for ever. 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands 
and seals this 30th day of May^ 1675. 



H. ALBAN, 
THOS. CULPEPER, 
^OHN BERKELEY, 
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Jtc the court at WhitehaUy Mvember 19, \^7$. AppgNBixJ 

PlIESENT, 

ItHE .king's most BXCELLBNT MA^EStT^ 

m ■ 

tils highness Prtiice Rupert, Earl of Ebsex, 
Lord Keeper, Earl of Craven, 

Lord Treasurer, Earl of Carberry, 

Lord Privyseal, Viscount Fauconberg^ 

Duke of Albermarle, Viacount Halifax, 

Duke of Monmouth, Viscount Newport, 

Earl of Bridgewater, Mr. Secretary Coventry, 

Earl of Northampton, Mr. Secretary Williamsoft, 

Earl of Peterborough, Mr. Chancellor of the Dutchy. 

Whereas the right honorable the lords of the committee 
for foreign plantations, did this day present to his majesty 
in council, a report touching a grant to be passed to hiai msnt 
jesty'B subjects in Virginia, in the words following : 

J^ay it filease your majesty^ 

The petition of Thomas Morryson, Thomas Ludwell^ 
and Robert Smith, agents for the governor, council and bur# 
gesses of the country of Virginia and territory of Accomac* 
by your majesty's most graciour order, in council, of the 23d 
of June last passed, referred to your majesty's attorney and 
solicitor general, who were to consider thereof as also of a 
paper annexed, containing more fully the heads of what 
they humbly proposed, and then to report unto us their 
opinion on the same as to the conveniency thereof in respect 
to your^majesty's service, and we having seen and examin- 
ed the said report^ bearing date the 12th instant ; are upon 
the whole matter humbly of opinion tha^ it will not only be 
for your majesty's service, but for the increase of the trade 
and> growth of the plantations of Virginia ; if yoiu* majes- 
ty shall be please^ to grant and confirm under your gre^ 
seal of England unto your subjects of Virginia the particu- 
lars following, as of your majesty's free grace and goodness 
to them. 

1. That your majesty will enable the governor, counciU 
and commonalty of Virginia, to purchase the lands, &c. con- 
tained in the grant to the earl of St. Alban, lord Culpeper 
and others, and as to that purpose, only to be made a corpo- 
ration, to purchase and retain the same with a non obstance- 
ip tkc statute of mariman* 
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hi APPENDIX^ 

Mftif%tt. 0. Tha¥ the hihabiUtAt^ your irtajl^sty^ft ^^jects thcret 
may have their immediate dependence upon the crown of En* 
gland* under the jurisdiction and rule of such ^ttvkrUOt- as 
your majesty, your heirs, and successors, shall appoint. 

S. That the governor for the time behig» ahali be resi-^ 
dent in the country, except 3rour majesty, your hdrs, and 
successors, shall at any timo command his attendance in 
England or thewhtre, lb which case a deputy iball be cho- 
sen, to c<mfltittte during the absence of such goternoTy in 
manner aa hath been formerly used, unless yodr majesty 
shall please to nominate the deputy, ii^ho is to be one of the 
council ; but'tf any governor happen fo die* then another to 
be chosen as hath formerly been used, to continue till your 
majesty, jrouf heirs^ ahd successors, sbi^ appoint a new 
goterncr. 

4 That no manner bt impositions or taxes shall be laid 
or imposed <ipon the inhabitants or proprietor^ there* but 
by common consent of the goverodr, council^ andbufgesse^ 
as hath beert hereto^*e used, provided that this coti^easioA 
be no bar to atiy imposition that may be laid by att of patw 
liament here, on the cotnmodities which come from that 
country. 

5. That youi* majesty, your beirs^ and successors, will 
Aotibr the hiture grart any lands in Virginia und^f your 
'great seali without first being informed by the goTernbr and 
council there for the time being, or sotrie person by thcfa 
impowtredj whether such grant will not be prejudlcii^ to tb^ 
plantations there. 

6. That all lahds how possessed by the planters or inha^ 
bitants, may be confirmed and established t6 them, provide 
ed it alter not the prcfHirty of any particutao' mtkU*^ intitreat 
in any lands there^ 

r. That for the eneourageftient of duch of your majc^y^t 
subjects as shall from time to time go^ tb dwell iii the same 
plantation, there dhall be assigned out of the lands (not al» 
ready appropriated) toet^ry person so coming thither to dwell, 
fifty acres according as hath been u^d and allowed Skite tha 
Srst plantation; 

8. That all lafid^ possessed bjr any subject inhabitihfg Hi 
Virginia, which have teschtiated and ^all estiheatti your tiria- 
jesty, may be enjoyed by such inhabitant or possessor, he 
paying two poimds of tobacco composition for every acre 
which is the rate in that behalf, set fa^ the governor authOTl- 
sed to do the same by your maje8ty^s instructkihs. 

9. T^at the governor atid council, or certain qiiomm of 
them inay be impowered to try all treasons^ murder^ felo- 
hies, and other misdemeanors, provided they prote^ a^^ear 
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jk/i may bie (jp those trials) to the laws of Enp:lan6, the go- ^ppEypi^ 
JveJ-nor to have' power to pardon all cnmes, unless tnurtler >^ ^"- '"™ 
and (reason, ^rid intheseiif he see occasion to give repiievft 
until he shall have laid the state of the fact before yoiir ina- 
jesty, and receive your royal detenu mat ion ihemn, 

10. That the power arid authority of the grand assen>bljr 
consisting 9f governor, council, and burgesses, may be by 
ypur . miajesty ratified and conlirmitd, provided that your ma- 
jesty may at your pleasure revoke any law made by them, 
;^nd th^t no law so revoked, shall after such revocation and 
intimation thereof^ from hence be further used or observed. 

All which is humbly submitted 
/ to your majesty's delermmaticnr 
Council chamber, 19th7 
November, 1675. 5 

JIis majesty having considered the said reportj and bem^ 
graciously inclined to favr^r hii* said subjects of Virf^inia, ar^d 
give ttiem all due encouragement, harh ihought fit to ap- 
prove and confirm the i*aiiic> and mr. attorney general^ and 
;mr solictor general, are hereby rec]uired to prepare a biil 

. for his majesty's signature in order to the passing gf letters 
patents for the grand settle men t^ and con firm a don of all 
things according to the direction of the said rapbrt, but par- 
ing the words and manner of expressing, so as may be most 

^ suitable to the form of law in such cases accustomed, aod 

. tp the petitioners relief* 

. , Marph 10, 1675-6. 

■.Sir, .''■"• 

Being unwilling to trouble inn secretary Coventry again 

after having been so favorably, and so often admitted to iti- 

form him of the state of that country, which sent us hither, 

and yet considering that to-morrow night our business may 

be likely In receive such a check as may be frilal to it, we arc 

^ neceayitaled to desire you before that time comes to find a 

^^i opportunity to represent to his honor, that the country 

^^now in question hath such merits by hi*t loyalty, conformity 

,^ind utility to ihe crown and nation as may justly claim a 

^jjnore than ordinaiy care for its preservation, that it has &ai 

^ just a right to most of the heads granted us, and can be de- 

; rived from the s^racbos and royal promises of all ourPrin- 

^ fics since the Erst seating ; that this country hatb upon its 

^^nlidenceof a continued protection from the crowOi freely 

I t^azanled themselvesj sj)d employed their estates and indus- 

' ^^.Apgend- yoL fu H 
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Ai»PENiDHx. tries for the advancement of the plantaUon to its ptcsefit 
hopeful conditition, and coiild still nave cheerfully persisted 
so to do, had they not found themselves unexpectedly bro*c 
tinder the sevei« conditions of two grants which seemed al- 
most wholly to separate them from the crown, to avoid which 
they employed us as their ageiits, to endeavor the removal 
of those grants under which they could not prosper ; arid 
humbly to address ouraelves unto his majesty, for such gra- 
cious concessions to pass under the broad seal, as might ren- 
der them for the future unseparably affixt to the crown, and 
Settle them to those just rights and privileges as were their 
due whilst they lived in England, and which they humbly 
nope that they have not lost by removing themselves into a 
c6untry where they hazarded their lives and fortunes, so 
much more to the advantage of the crown and kingdom, thaa 
to their own ; all which being contained in our petition, and 
the heads annexed, and presented to his majesty in council, 
it was referred to the lowis' committee for plantations, <vho 
(out of their great care, that a business of so higk conceni- 
ment between the I^ing and. liiii subjecta might not pass 
fclightly) referred the full consideration of the whole matter 
to his majesty's learned council ; ih the la^ the attorney 
and solicitor general) who With much care and pains for 
above a month*s time examined US and oUr cause, arid upon the 
whole drew up and signed their report, which was present* 
ed to the lords committee of plantations, who upon a second 
Examination, arid expence of much time and pains upon it 
were pleased with altering some things, and taking others 
from us to pass their lordships' report to the King and coun- 
cil, Whei'e it passed hemine contradicente by his majesty and 
a frill board, amongst whom were all the great ministers of 
State, present into an order which we with Joy soon sent in 
to the country, together with an account of the hopefril way 
ive were in to end all their affairs here, to their present con- 
tent and future security, thereby to free them from that con- 
sternation which was upon them ; but when we had brought 
that his majesty's gracious grant, approved on by his most 
honorable privy council (after it had passed so many strict 
exammatidns to the great seal) we find it stopped there, which 
grieves and amazes u» the more for that we cannot find, for 
ivhat cause ; we therefore again earnestly desire you to re -- 
commend to his honor, that he will be pleased to represent, 
to the consideration of those lords, who may be the oppo- 
sers of this grant, the merits of the country, and the hazatxl 
it is at present in whilst they are in anxious doubts of their 
condition from hence, and hotly invaded by the Indians ; 
within how detriniental it will be to the revenue of the crown 
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and nation if their fears be »ot allayed and condition aettled Appendix. 
^o as niay keep them from going: to places of more liberty^ ' a,^. .. ' ^ 't 
or to return to their ancient privileges in England, and so 
leave that country too weak to defend itself, ani that hl^ ho- 
nor will be pleased to consider that having sent the order in# 
to the country, we as agents cannot conclude the country 
by receiving less than what was formerly granted us, and if 
his honor pleaseth to propose that if the stop be not remov- 
^ any olherwisei that tbe business may be again debated 
before his ipajesty and most honora))le council, where the 
[Ring's council may be present, and as many of the lords ^ 

Cominittee for plantations, as may be tp give their reasons, 
for their reports which we humbly hope mU bg the expedir 
ent to remove all scmples, and do most hcanily pray it may 
because we are well assured it is for his majesty's service,, 
and the very being of that oldest ^ndbest plantation that eye^f. 
vent from hencp. 

SiK, 

We will troidilt; you no further, but once more 
to recommend, these particulars to your^. care, 
that his honor be acquainted with them as^con^f 
ingfcom, 

Your most humble spryants^ 



77ie Kings* most sacred mfijtsty* 

Francis Moiryson, Thomas Ludwell, and Robert 
Smith, agents for our majesty's colony of Virginia,. 
fn all humility do ftresent^ 

That your pnajesty's petitioners being employed, and in- 
structed from the government of that colpny^mo^t humbly to, 
petition your majesty for a confirmation of their just privileges 
and properties under the great seal of England^ did (about nin» 
months since) accordingly present their humjjle petition tq 
your majesty, together with, such heads annexed to it a% 
they were charged to seek from your majesty's Princely fa- 
vor, which petition with the whole matter of it and the heads 
were referred by the lords of your majesty's privy council^ 
to the right honorable the committee for plantations, and 
from thence to your majesty's council learned in the law, 
(mr. attorney, and mr. solicitor general) to examine us and 
our case, who after much time, care and- pains spent in 
searching int6 the present uncertain and distracted condition 
«f the country, and the reasonableness of their humble re« 
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JJTjPEvpix, quest and every paft andbrarichof it Sind considering; how njucl^ 
■ . . . * it would be for yoUr majesty's service, that your subjects 
there should be by yo\ir royal grace and fevor, secured in 
ifiose lights ivhtch are common to the rest of yoiir subjects, 
and receive such other favorable concessions from your ma- 
jesty a^ might reasonably tend to the future encourageitient. 
of that plantalion (from whence comes so niafay and great 
advant ages lo your majesty, and this your kihgdoni of En- 
gland) did draw up in their report so much as they thought 
inight be jusLly and rieasonably grab ted them, which being 
given in lo ihe right honorable the comniktee for plantation^ 
it was by those honorable persons again very carefully ex- 
amined, and with some alterations was frolm their lofdshipk 
reported lo your majesty in council, where (at a full board 
and all your majesty's great ndinisters of state present) your 
majesty was most graciously pleased (out of that Princely 
justice and gtjofltiess, which you constantly extend to all your 
subjects) to.paas their Iordsbip§' report into an otdcr for a 
bill to be passed under your great seal, but so it is, may it 
please you r majesty, that after we had brought it to thelgreat 
seal we found it stopt there (though we can by no means find 
the cause) which very much afflicts your ptHitioners, ancl 
she rather for that they sent a copy of the said orders long 
since into the country, as believing it to be for your majesty's 
tervice, that the minds of your subjects there should (as 
speedily as might be) be settled, and by the receiving so 
great an evidence of your majesty's royal favor towards them, 
they might be the more encouraged to defend the country 
against the present invasion of the Indians ; since by that 
royal grant, they weresecUred of their just property in what 
they fought for : wherefore We do in behalf of ourselves and 
them, most humbly cast ourselves at your majesty's fcetj 
praying lor an order to the right honorable the lord chancel- 
lor to pass the said grant under the great seal, that your 
subjects there may not fall frorh those hopes, the copy df 
that grant hath given them, nor be discouraged fbr the future 
fb Hazard themselves and their estates fbr the hiture improve- 
ment, advancement, and security of that plantatioh, by find- 
ing themselves unfortunately deprived of that grape atid fk- 
vor which your 'majesty hatn and doth still extend to all your 
other subjects. 

And they shWl for ever most humbly and 'heartily 

pray for yoUr majesty's'long and happy rcigh. 
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CHARTER. 

CHARLES the secoirid, &e. tb afl to wi^oftt^thwre pr^ente 
$hall cotfie, greeting ; 

KNOW 3re that we of oiir esfjedal gt'ac©* cert^ti )«iov^> 
led^ ahd tneer ttaoiioni haVe <kjclared aiid gtanted, and by 
the^e pi^es^iits, db fbi* in, bur heit^ and MiCbes&Oi^ dtetare 
andgfant, that afl the subjects of us* ^wt heirsy and i^t»xe^ 
sors, from ti^e to time inhabiting Witfihl our dol<»iy, attdi^ 
phrttation of Virginia^ shall have their iitiViiediaEte depen** 
dance upbn thfe crown of England, under thfe rUlfe and go- 
vern ineni of such goveritor or govetnors, ti^ #e our 4ietrsy 
and suctt^ssors, sh^il from titite to time appoint in thait 
behAlf, and of or upon no other person or persons t^rhatsoe- 
vtr i and fdWher that the governor for the titfie being, shall 
be resident in that country, except #e our heirs, and succes- 
sors, shall at any time demand his attendance in England 
pr el^where,in whieh case a deputy shall be chosen tocoft- 
tinue during the governor's absence in ihanner as hath for* 
merly been uwd, unless we, our heifs, and successors, 
shall think fit to nominate such deputy, atid furl her, if any 
govct^or shall happen to die, then another govembr shatt 
and may be chosen as hath befefn formerly used, lio contintie 
until we, our heirs, and successors, shall appoint a new govern- 
or ; and moreover, that aill lands now possessed by the se- 
veral and res|)ectJVe planters or nfihabitants of Virginia, are 
and shall be confirmed ahd established to them and their 
heirs for ever, wlrere tbc properly of any particular man's 
interest in any land there, shall not be altered or prejudiced 
by reason thereof, andl our further will and pleasure is, and 
we hereby of our further grace and favor, declare and, grant 
that for the encouragement of such our subjects as shall 
from time to tiine go to dwell in the said plantation, there 
shall be assigned out of the lands (not already appropiiated) 
to every persoh so coming to dwell, fifty acres according as 
hath been used and allowed since the fii*st plantation, to be 
held of us, our heirs, and sussessors, as of our manor of 
East Greenwich in our county of Kent, in free and common 
soccage ; and further that all lands possessed by any sub- 
ject inhabiting in Virginia, which escheated or shall escheat 
to us, our heirs, and successors, shall and maybe enjoyed 
(»y such inhabitant oi possessor, his heirs, and assigns for 
ever, paying two pounds of tobacco composition for eveiy 
acre which is the rate set by our governor according to our 
instructions to him in that their governor and council for the 
time being, and in the absence of the governor the deputy 
governor and councillorj or any five or more of them (whereof 
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Appgirpfx. the governor or his deputy to he always one) shall and here« 
by hath fall power and authority to hear and determine all 
murders, treason^ feloniesj and other offencesy comrnitted 
or done within the said government so as they proceed there-* 
in as near as may be according to the laws and ^atutes of 
this our kingdom of ^gland ; and las:tiy, know ye that We 
being of our royal goodness^ graciously inclined to favor the 
subjects of us, our heirs, and successors, ^^hich now do, or 
bereafter shall inhabit in the said country of Virginia^ and 
to give the more liberal and ample encouragement to plan-i 
tations there, do hereby declare our royal will, and pleasure^ 
to be, that all and every clause, article, and sentence m 
these our letters patents contained, shall be from time to 
time, forever hereafter as often as any ambiguity, doubt, or 
question, shall pr may happen to arise therev^pohbe expound-i 
ed, construed, deemed or taken to be by us meant and in-r 
tended and shall ^ and take tifect in the most benefit 

cial and evailable sense to all intents and purposes, for the 
benefit and advantage of lUc aul^jt cls of us, our heirs, and 
Buccefisors of Virginia afoi*esaid, as well against us, our 
beirs, and successors, as against all and every other person 
and persons whatsoever, any law, custom, statute or usag^ 
to the contrary thereof in any wise nqtwithstan^ng, 

IN WITNESS, &c. WITNESS ourself at Westmin, 
ster the tenth day of October, anno regni regis Car-r 
oli secundi vicessimo octavo. 

Peripsem Regem, 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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